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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

TTTHEN  the  former  part  of  the  trans- 
lated fpeeches  of  Mirabeau,  was 
prefented  to  the  public,  three  remaining 
volumes  of  the  original  were  expe&ed 
from  the  prefs.  I  was  impatient  for  their 
appearance:  I  felt  an  earneft  defire  to 
continue  the  tafk  which  I  had  under- 
taken :  my  wifhes  have,  at  length,  been 
gratified,  and  this  volume  completes  the 
felettion  of  all  that  is  moft  illuftrious, 
in  The  Labours  of  Mirabeau  at  the  Na- 
tional AJfembly* 

This  extraordinary  ftatefman  ift,  I  am 
induced  to  think,  not  univerfally  a  fa- 

vol,  ii.  a  vourite 
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vourite  with  the  people  of  this  kingdom, 
The  fervants  of  the  government  difcoun- 
tenance  his  name ;  the  adherents  of  the 
oppofition  have  little  caufe  to  be  his  ad- 
mirers*. But  it  is  for  thcfe  very  reafons, 
that  I  perfift  in  being  his  interpreter  j  it  is 
for  thefe  very  reafons,  that  I  have  fiagkd 
out,  with  avidity,  his  mafter-ftrokes  of 
greatnefs,  that  I  have  exerted  all  my  fa- 
culties for  the  extenfion  of  his  renown, 
and  endeavoured  to  contribute  towards 
enfuring  its  immortality. 

Yet,  that  the  minifters  of  a  monarchy 
fhould  difcourage  the  fame  of  men,  who 
have  been  fignalized  as  the  leaders  of  a 
democratic  party,  is  not  at  all  aftonifhing; 
it  is  the  duty  of  their  place  j  and  although, 
in   their  hearts,  they   may  admire  the 

*  Sec  his  fpeech  on  The  Addrefs  to  the  JLingy  be- 
peeking  him  to  di/miff  his  minifters.  Vol.  L  page  Ijfc 
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works  of  Mirabeau,  they  muft  accom- 
modate their  language  to  their  ftation. 
As  little  is  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the 
oppofition  fhould  hate  a  man,  who  (b 
clearly  underftood  the  exa£t  value  of  its 
pfttriotifm. 

In  all  the  ungenerous  pamphlets, 
written  againft  a  revolution,  which,  not* 
withftan^ing  its  defers,  fhouid  pot  he 
frowned  on  by  a  fjrce  people,  no  ex- 
ceptipn  whatever  hatfe  feeen  made  ii>  fa- 
vour jof  the  man*  who  had  struggled  to 
ceconcile  and  Hend  the  pri^iples  of  de- 
laoosacy,  with  the  bteffings  of  a  limited 
monarchy.  The  virtues  and  the  talents 
of  a  Mirabeau  are  entitled,  to  diftin&ion, 
find  ^ven  to  appdaufe,  from  every  nation 
which  can  pride  herielf  i$  literature  and 
liberty ;  and  the  children  of  fcience  and 
of  freedom  ihould  have  been  the  laft,  to 
a  2  calumniate 
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calumniate  the  friend  and  the  ornament 
of  humanity  *. 

France,  however,  hath  fhewn  her  gra- 
titude to  the  memory  of  him  dead,  who, 
while  living,  was  the  idol  and  the  oracle 
of  her  legiflature.  If  fa&ion  and  felf-in- 
tereft  waged  war  againft  his  views,  they 
fqrupled  not  to  reverence  his  abilities. 
As  a  politician,  he  occafionally  experi- 
enced interruption;  as  an  orator,  he 
never  knew  what  it 'was  to  be  defplfed. 
The  clofenefs  of  his  reafoning  was  relieved 
and  illuftrated,  by  the  fire  and  the  ma* 
jefty  of  his%declamation.  None  coughed, 
hone  muttered  curfes,  none  ftole  away  to 
dinner,  when  Mirabeau  rofe  to  fpeak: 
his  admiring  auditors  paid  him  the  ho- 
mage  of  deep    filence,    and,    when   he 

*  No  man  was  more  expofed  to  what  lie  himfelf 
cxpreffively  terms,  "  the  barking  of  envious  medi- 
ocrity.* *  4 
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ceafed,  their  natural  deficiency  of  phlegm, 
betrayed  them  into  the  moft  animated 
proofs  of  approbation.  No  gaudy  ideas, 
no  glittering  verbofity,  amufed  the  ear 
and  the  imagination  at  the  expence  of  the 
underftanding,  nor  diftra&ed  attention 
from,  the  main  fubjeft  of  debate:  it  was 
not  a  difplay  of  fire-works,  but  a  grand 
and  awful  difcharge  of  artillery,  doing 
efFe&ual  execution  upon  the  auxiliaries  of 
defpotifm. 

The  more  completely  to  difcredit  the 
reputation  of  Mirabeau,  and  to  infpire  all 
Europe  with  an  unfavourable  opinion  of 
him,  a  calumny,  which  had  originated 
with  his  enemies  at  home,  was  circulated 
induftrioufly  through  all  the  neighbour- 
ing kingdoms.  It  was  reported  that  he 
was  an  atheift.  That  he  was  not,  I  moft 
fincerely  and  folemnly  believe.  I  call  to 
a  3  witnefs 
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witnefs   the    celebrated  fpeech,   in   tim 
volume*;  a  ipeech,   wherein  he  traces, 
the  difpehfation  tff  Chrift*  from  the  pomp, 
which  now  furrounds  it,  to  its  remote  and 
humble  origin;    a  fpeech,    wheireiti   he 
proves*  not   only  the  triumphant  excels 
lence  6f  that  heaven-feggdted  fyftem,  but 
Hkewife  evinces,  that  fee  underftood  and 
felt*  the  foil  importance  and  efFe&  of  both 
natural  and  revealed  religion.     Without 
doubt,   a  man  of  eloquence,  though  aa 
unbeliever  in  his  heart,    might  make  a 
plaufible  and  fluent   difcourfe,  upon  the 
advantages  of  religion ;  but  he  could  never 
reach  the  fummit  of  that  bold  and  fervid 
oratory,  which,  while  it  fends  convidlion 
into  the  mind6  of  thofe  who  hear  hkn, 
is  an  indisputable  evidence  of  his  own. 
Minifters  of  the  holy  gofpel  fhould  ne- 

*  The  fpeech  On  The  civil  con/tttutim  tf  th  GJergy. 
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vsr  refort  to  calumny.  Let  them  punifli 
the  real  rebel,  as  they  ought,  m&  when 
they  can  j  bat  let  them,  not  heap  unjuft . 
odium  on  his  character ;  left,  while  affert- 
ing  the  Almighty's  rights  in-  o*e  refpe&, 
they  oflBend  him  moft  gro&ly  ia  another* 

To  fimpfify,  r$  not  to  deftroy^  Inftead 
of  branding  the  whole  French  nation,  as 
a  race  ©fgodfefe  fool$>  the  enraged  writers 
of  anti-revolution  pamphlets*  ftiould  have 
known  that  the  people  of  France,  confifis 
of  thme  description*  of  men*;  of  the  ee- 
clefiaftk,,  who  wi&efr  to  lead  the  life  of  a 
voluptuary,  of  the  infidel,  or  pfeudo-phi- 
tefoph^B,  andiof  uhefe  who,.  lifeM.  Mi* 
sabeau,,  ace  friends,  to  purified  Ghrifti** 
nicy. 

Deifin  i*  infufferable  m»  st  Chriftian 

land,  atheifm  every  where.     I  can  affure 

my  feHow-citizens,,  that,  were  there  any 

a  4  thing 
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thing  in  the  following  fpeeches,  which, 
in  the  flighted  degree,  tended  to  vilify  re- 
ligion, I  fhould  be  the  laft  man  living  to 
publifh  it. 

I  am  npt  acquainted  with  the  private 
life  of  Mirabeau.  But,  it  is  not  at  all  im~ 
poffihle,  that  a  young  nobleman,  infeft- 
ed  by  fafliionable  fociety,  and  milled  by 
fafhionable  productions,  might  have  un- 
warily admitted  notions,  which,  after- 
wards, reflexion,  and  his  judgment,  now 
matured,  determined  him  to  abjure  and 
abandon.  Like  the  repentant  publican, 
he  might  ftand  afar  off,  and,  fmiting  his 
contrite  breaft,  cry,  "  God  be  merciful 
to  me  a  finner."  Like  the  faint,  who 
had  been  the  difciple  of  Gamaliel,  he 
might,  from  having  been  a  perfecutor,  be- 
come an  apoftle  of  Chriftianity; 

Titus,  the  Roman  emperor,  and  Henry* 

the 
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the  Fifth  of  England*,  efcaped  from 
the  labyrinth  of  error,  in  good  time :  the 
regenerated  libertine  became  a  luminary 
of  devotion,  and  the  paragon  and  hero  of 
benignity. 

But  Titus,  and  Henry,  and  Mirabeau, 
had  genius ;  genius,  which  lay  hid  under 
the  burthen  of  their  infirmities, .  and 
which  panted  for  an  opportunity,  to  vin- 
dicate the  worth  of  its  pofleflbr. 
)(  Grattan,  after  his  eloquent  exertions 

on  the  tithe-bill,  would,  doubtlefs,  have 
been  flandered  for  an  atheift,  had  there 
been  anything  in  the  circumftances  of  his 
earlier  life  and  chara&er,  which  could 
have  held  out  to  revenge  a  pretence  for 
mifreprefenting  him.  But,  as  Mirabeau 
Jiimfelf  obferves,    there   are    "  perfons, 

#  "  I  will  redeem  the  time 
Upon  the  head  of  Hotfpur." 

"  whofe 
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a  whofe  very  name  difarms  calumny,  and  * 
"whofe  reputation*  both  as  public  and 
"  private  men>  the  moft  headftroeg  libel- 
"  lera  have  never  effayed  to  tarniih  ; 
f<  men,  in  line,  who,  without  blemifh, 
u  without  views  of  intereft,  and  without 
♦'fear*  vitt  be  honoured  even  to  the 
"grave,  both  by  their  friends  and  by 
**  their  enemies  *." 

With  refpefl:  to  the  late  revolution,  it 
were  to  be  wiihed,  that  it*  admirer*  here, 
had  learned  to  moderate  their  admiration^ 
and  forborne  to  prcmowice  pobik  and 
unfeafonaWe  encomiums*  on  it.  *  A  fool* 
ifh  friend  is  wpife  than  a  wife  enemy*" 
An  itt-timed  panegyric  may  prove  aa 
roifchievous  as  a  fatire,  Hyperiwdical 
praife  provokes  extravagant  ahufe*    T&? 

*  See  hifrfecoad  fpeeeH  On  tie  Rights  of  War  and 

Peace. 

art 
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art  of  wondering  judkioufly,  is  a  ufeftd 
Qualification. 

The  new  French  confutation,  is  neither 
the  moft  glorious  mailer-piece  of  human 
inrifdom,  nor— a  moft  abominable  fabric 
of  fotty  and  impiety. 

Let  us  caft  our  eyes  on  Europe.  Go- 
yernmertt  and  liberty  defame  and  defy 
£ach  other.  Monarchy  looks  around  her, 
"frith  fufpicion,  with  indignation,  with 
difmay«  Ariftocracy  knits  her  brows,  and 
feeks  to  hide  her  trepidation,  under  the 
gallant  mafk  of  fortitude.  Epifcopacy 
turns  pale;,  and,  ever  aiid  anon,  raifes 
her  hand  to  her  head,  to  refix  her  tot* 
tering  mitre.  Fa&ion,  meanwhile,  like 
the  god  with  the  double  face,  looks  two 
ways  at  once,  and  pleads  for  power  and 
intereft,  in  the  language  of  patriotifm. 

Let  us  now  make  a  grand  progrefs, 

through 
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through  thefe  four  divifions  of  the  politk 
cal  world. 

"  Kings,— if  once  a  nation  be  deter- 
mined to  become  free,  no  artifice,  no 
violence,  on  your  part,  can  prevent  her. 
In  vain  do  ye  befet '  your  frontiers  with 
troops  ;  in  vain  do  ye  interdict  what  ye 
term  feditious  writings ;  anxiety  herfelf 
is  for  a  teftimony  againft  ye,  and  operates, 
to  your  utter  difcomfiture }  Iheunclofe* 
the  fleeping  eye  of  reafon,  flie  emboldens 
ftrength,  flie  engenders  public  fpirit,  and 
re-fharpens  the  edge  of  curiofity. 

Kings, — advife  with  the  fincere,  and 
flight  the  counfels  of  the  crafty.  Give 
ear  to  thofe'  who  underftand  the  heart  of 
man,  who  can  whifper  to  you  delicious 
fecrets  of  fubftantial  popularity. 

O  thou,  who,  in  the  chambers  of  the 
Efcurial,  art  lamenting  the  fate  of  royalty, 

why 
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why  wilt  thou  not  voluntarily  and  mag- 
aanimoufly  beftow,  what,  otherwife, 
will  ere  long  be  extorted  from  thee  ?  Why 
wilt  thou  AOt  confecrate  thy  name  to  im- 
mortality ;  why  wilt  thou  not  become  a 
very  god  amidft  thy  people  ?— Do  not 
wait  for  the  voice  of  folicitation  j  ftill  lefs 
run  the  rifk  of  indignity.  Take  pattern 
from  your  brother  of  Poland  j  gather  to- 
gether your  wife  men  ;  frame  a  free  con- 
stitution; then  aflemble  the  Cortes,  and 
tell  your  delighted  citizens,  that  you  have 
renounced  the  rod  of  defpotifm. 

Yes,  be  beforehand  with  the  aflertors  of 
humanity.  Outftrip  the  defigns  of  the 
philanthropift  and  the  philofopherj'make 
it  a  point  of  virtuous  jealoufy,  to  admit 
of  no  patriot  in  the  nation,  but  yourfelf. 
Do  this,  and  your  grandeur  will  eclipfe 
that  of  the  Csefars  j  do  this,  and  you  will 

be 
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be  enrolled  amongft  the  benefactors  of 
the  world ;  do  this,  ami  your  dominion 
will  be  eftablifhed  upon  adamant. 

The  Imperial  Auftrian  hath  juft  paid 
the  debt  of  nature:  may  his  fuceeffbr* 
as  firft  in  European  dignity,  figh  alfo  W 
be  the  firft  in  beneficence,  and  afpire  to 
add,  to  the  auguft  catalogue  of  his  titles^ 
the  fublime  appellation  of  the  fathe* 

OT  CHRISTENDOM; 

9  Arbitrefs  of  the  North,  your  frozen  em- 
pire is  not  yet  ripe  for  liberty.  There,  phi- 
lofophy  and  the  arts  are  ftill  only  in  their 
adolcfcence*  Your  fobjeQa  are  but  half 
civilized  t  but  they  will  one  day  be  free* 
3Let  your  fceptre,  then,  lie  light  upon 
ttieir  lhoukkrs ;  be  the  fbuhdrefs  of  tfiat 
f  ftru&ure,  which  others  are  to  elevate  J 
/  become  the  herald  of  that  freedom,  which 
is  to  convey  the  light  of  fcience,  and  the 

balm 
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Wlm  of  profperity,  to  the  comfoitlefs  and 
rude  nations  that  are  neighbours  to  the 
Pole. ,  All  great  event*  have  their  fere- 
runners.  It  is  yours,  to  fow  the  feeds  of 
that  happiaefs,  which  your  fucceflbrs  are 
to  guard  in  its  maturity;  k  is  yours,  to 
fee  that  it  take  root  j  it  is  yaws  to  cherifli 
it  Sv&t  your  people  to  acquire  a  tafle 
for  a  more  mild  and  equal  government! 
inftrua  k  in  the  rudiments  of  national 
grertnefe  j  engrave  upon  the  public  mind 
the  feft  principles  of  liberty,  principles* 
which  no  &tu«  Ruffian  ruler  may  de- 
ftroy.  Then,  when  at  length,  the  glo- 
rious duty  fcall  be  fulfilled,  when  the 
beauteoas  edifice  fliafl  be  completed,  your 
name  will  be  remembered  with  a  pious 
love,  as  the  Baptift  h  revered,  who  was  the 
harbinger  of  Chriftianity  j  it  will  be  adored 
through  an  immenfe  portion  of  one  he- 

mifphere; 
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mifphere ;  and,  fhould  the  gratitude  of 
men  invoke  you,  as  a  being  more  than 
mortal — Heaven  itfelf  will  forgive  them 
the  idolatry. 

Nobles  of  Europe,  who,  at  this  mo- 
ment, are  trembling  for  the  very  exiftence 
of  your  order,  and  who  imagine,  that 
the  good  of  mankind,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  your  privileges,  are  one  and  the 
fame  affair,  be  admoniflxed  by  the  fate  of 
thofe  degraded  Ariftocrates,  who  are  now 
fuffering  for  the  injuftice  and  faftidioufnefs 
of  their  forefathers.  You  yourfelves  are 
the  caufe  of  the  calamities  which  threaten 
you,  and  which,  if  they  do  not  fall  on 
your  heads,  will  infallibly  overwhelm 
your  pofterity*  All  the  luxuries,  all  the 
vanities,  all  the  arrogant  diftin&ions, 
which  ye  perpetually  devife,  to  mortify 
your  fellow-citizens,  and  to  remove  them 

fat 
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fir  away  from  you,  ferve  only  to  pro- 
voke their  envy,  and  to  give  bird*  to 
thofe  inconvenient  and  alariping  inter- 
rogatories, concerning  the  equality  and 
original  rights  of  men.  Ye  tantalize  your 
inferiors,  ye  difguft  diem  with  your  fol- 
lies, ye  afflid  them  with  your  fcorn,  and 
ye  exafperate  them  by  your  iniquity. 
Ye  live,  as  if  ye  thought,  that  the  only 
realufe  of  riches,  was  to  expend  them 
in  the  humiliation  of  the  democracy. 

Nobles  of  Europe,  be  moderate,  be 
juft  ;  it  is  the  only  mean  left  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  your  dignity.  The  oftentation 
of  the  firft  Csefar  proved  his  ruin;  the 
more  politic  Auguftus  walked  humbly  be- 
fore the  people,  and  thus  blunted  the  edge 
of  its  indignation. 

Ye  feem  to  have  forgotten  the  very 
eflence  of  your  order;  to  have  apoftatized 

Vol.  ii.  b  from 
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from  the  genius  of  your  inftitution.  That 
efTence,   that   genius;   was  parental,  not 
tyrannical ;  it  implied  refpe&ability,  not 
worthleflhefs  j  it  fignified  virtue,  not  vice; 
it  meant  wifdom,  not  frivolity.     Would 
ye  know  what  are  your  true  privileges, 
what  your  true  chara&eriftics,  and  what 
your  proper  weight  in  the   balance  of 
fociety,  I  will  picture  them  to  you,  in  the 
words  of  the   noble  Arab;    who  faid: 
"  When  I  went  out  to  the  gate,  through 
"the  city,  when  I  prepared  my  feat  in 
#c  the  ftreet,  the  young  men  faw  me,  and 
"  hid  themfelves,    and  the   aged  arofe^ 
"  and  flood  up  ;  the  princes  refrained  from 
"  talking,    and    laid    their    hand   upon 
u  their  mouth.     The   nobles  held  their 
"  peace,  and  their  tongue  cleaved  to  the 
"  roof  of  their  mouth.     When  the  ear 
"  heard   me,  then  it  blefled   me  j    and 

"when 
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*c  when  the  eye  faw  me,  it  gave  witnefs 
u  to  me ;   becaufe  I  delivered  the  poof 
"  that  cried*  and  the  fatherlefs,  and  him 
"  that  had  none  to  help  him.     The  blef- 
"  fing  of   him  that   Was   re&dy  to   pe- 
w  rifh,  came  upon  me  ;  and  I  caufed  the 
"  widow's  heart  to  fing  for  joy.     I  put 
"  on  righteoufnefs^  and  it  clothed  me ;  my 
u  judgment  was  as  a  robe  and  a  diadem, 
"  I  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet  was  I 
"  to   the  lame.      I  was  a  father  to  the 
"  poor;  and  the  caufe  which  I  knew  not,  I 
<c  fearched  out;  And  I  brake  the  jaws  of  the 
"  wicked,  and  plucked  the  fpoil  out  of  his 
"  teeth.  My  root  was  fpread  by  the  waters, 
4C  and  the   dew   lay  all  night  upon  my 
"  branch.    My  glory  was  frefli  in  me,  and 
"  my  bow  was  renewed  in  my  hand.  Unto 
"  me  men  gave  ear,  and  waited,  and  kept 
u  filence  at  my  eounfel.  After  my  words, 
.  *  they  fpake  not  again,  and  my  fpeech 
b  2  "  dropped 
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dropped  upon  them.  And  they  waited 
u  for  me,  as  for  the  rain,  and  they  open- 
"  ed  their  mouth  wide  as  for  the  latter 
"  rain,  I  chofe  out  their  way,  and  fate  chief, 
"  and  dwelt  as  a  king  in  the  army,  as  one 
"  that  comforteth  the  mourners." 

Here,  nobles  of  Europe,  was  arifto- 
cracy  in  the  fublime.  The  Arabian  Sheik, 
or  Emir,  reprefented  in  that  ancient  and 
divine  romance,  from  which  thefe  verfes 
are  fcle&ed,  hath,  in  defcribing  his  own 
perfonal  character  and  confequence,  exhi- 
bited an  illuftrious  and  precious  pattern  of 
nobility, 

Difprivileged  lords  of  France,  ye  cannot 
fay,  that  deftra&ion  came  upon  ye  unex- 
pectedly. A  rumbling  found  gave  notice, 
that  the  earthquake  was  at  hand. 

Nobles  of  a  certain  ifland  renowned  for 
arts  and  arms,  if  you  be  jealous  of  your 
privileges  (and  well  you  may,  for  they 

are 
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are  the  faireft  privileges  that  ever  peers 
could  boaft  of),  evince  to  your  fellow- 
citizens  that  you   are  worthy  of  them. 
Take  delight  in  being  confidered  as  the 
fathers    of    the    people.      Endea- 
vour to  monopolize  the  pre-eminence  in 
probity,    Recollect  that  true  nobility  con- 
fifts  in  fomething  more,    than  in  being 
**  ftuck  o'er  with  titles,  and  hung  round 
with  firings."    Nothing,    but  a  national 
conviction  that  you  are  of  ufe,   can  fave 
you  from  the  uncivil  hand  of  contemptu* 
ous  democracy.     Let  not  the  appellation 
of  lord  become  a  term  of  fly  reproach> 
and  the  fubje£t  of  the  people's  raillery. 
Aflert  the  native  dignity  pf  your  order. 
Shine  out  in  all  the  luftre  of  your  an- 
ceftors.     Depend,  for  the  honour  and  fta-> 
bility  of  your  clafs,  upon  its  own  intrin- 
fic   excellence  :    for  that   is   the    grand 
b  3  bulwark 
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bulwark  which  you  muft  raife  for  your 
defence,  and,  without  that  bulwark,  ypu 
will  prove  acceflbry  to  your  own  ruin  j 
the  ariftocracy  of  that  ifland  will  become 
a  felf-deftroyer. 

Abhor  infignificance,  as  you  would  3 
treacherous  enemy,  who  is  fecretly  under- 
mining the  foundations  of  your  power, 
Repuife  the  frivolity  of  the  times ;  af- 
femble,  and  take  an  oath,  that  hencefor- 
ward you  will  do  nothing  th#  is  not 
magnanimous  and  dignified  ;  by  a  glori- 
ous frank-pledge  become  fureties  for  the 
grandeur  and  renown  of  one  another. 
In  your  prime  be  auguft,  when  you 
are  old,  be  venerable,  Perfonal  refpeft 
is  the  firmeft  pillar  of  authority ;  a  pil- 
lar, which  will  outlaft  the  moft  long- 
lived  form  of  government,  and  will  con- 
tinue unfhakeable,  amidft  all  the  fhock$ 

of 
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of  innovation.  So  (hall  the  tiara  remain 
fteady  upon  your  brows,  fo  fhall  your 
ermined  robes  be  kiffed  with  filial  reve- 
rence ;  the  one  fhall  be  as  a  garland,  be- 
flowed  as  the  prize  of  virtue,  and  as  the 
fymbol  of  bright  wifdom  irradiating  the 
legiflature ;  the  other  fhall  be  to  you, 
as  the  facred  mantle  of  Elijah,  which  en- 
abled the  wearer  to  wprk  miracles  of  be* 
neficence. 

Prelates  of  a  certain  ifland  renowned 
for  arts  and  arms,  I  would  not  be  under- 
flood  to  caft  rebuke  upon  the  men,  who 
at  prefent  wear  the  mitre  in  that  ifland. 
Few  churches,  in  modern  hiftory,  have 
been  governed  by  a  conclave,  which,  on 
the  whole,  better  deferve^  the  approbar 
tion  of  fociety.  But  there  are  privileges 
to  be  abolifhed,  there  are  grievances  to 
be  redrefled,  which  are  a  feudal  to  the 
b  4  people 
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people,  &  reproach  to  legiflation,  a  ftum- 
Wing-block  to  government,  and  an  out- 
rage to  Chriftianity.     Is  it  politic,  is  it 
juft,  is  it  humane*  is  it  religious,  that  one 
minifter  of  the  gofpel  fhould  riot  in  a 
revenue  of  eighteen  thoufand  pounds  a 
year,  and  that  another,  perhaps  alike  de- 
vouf)  and  full  as  learned,  fhall  with  diffi- 
culty exift  upon  eighteen  pounds  a  year  ? 
that  one  minifter  of  God's  word,  (hall 
Wear  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fare  fump- 
tuottfly  every  day,  while  hundreds  of  his 
feliow-minifters  have  not  raiment  for  their 
families,  have  not  food  ?    To  murmur 
at  fuch  a  grievance,   is  neither  fedition 
nor  impiety,  neither  anarchy  noratheifm; 
it  is  the  daring  difcontettt  of  reafon,  and 
the  imperative  didate  of  national  ne- 
ceflity. 

Is  it  decent,  that  an  ecclefiaftic,  ap- 
pointed 
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pointed  to  a  bifhopric,  in  a  mountainous 
and  rude  province,  remote  from  the  me* 
tropolis,   fhould   neither  underftand    his 
flock,  nor  be  underftood  by  them?  Is  it 
decent,  or  rather  is  it  not  ridiculous  and 
profane,  that  a  pontiff  fhould  never  com- 
mune with  his  fpiritual  children,  except 
through  the  medium  of  an  interpreter  I 
Thefe,  alas  !   ^re  not  the  days,  when  the 
Holy  Ghoft  would  defcend  from  heaven, 
in  order  to  confer  the  gift  of  tongues.     I 
myfelf  have  been  a  witnefs  to  the  inde- 
cency which  I  cenfure.     A  confirmation 
was  to  be  held  in  a  little  town  amongft 
the  hills.     Several  hundreds  of  the  youth 
of  both  fexes  were  aflembled ;  and,   pre- 
vioufly  to  the  ceremony,  the  meek  mi- 
nifter  of  the  parifh,  was  obliged  to  teach 
the  prelate  to  pronounce  by  rote,  what 

was 
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was  to  be  muttered  over  the  heads  of  the 
juvenile  congregation.  Now,  this  is  ano- 
ther grievance,  and  partakes,  I  vow  to 
the  Heavens,  of  both  anarchy  and  im- 
piety. 

But  thefe  remote  bifhopricks,  of  mo- 
derate revenue,  are  too  convenient  to 
royal  power,  for  the  nation  to  expedt,  that 
the  remedy  of  the  abufe  is  Jo  iflue  from 
that  quarter,  They  a^e  the  firft  ftep  it* 
the  ladder  of  epifcopal  promotion,  a  pro-* 
bationary  date,  in  which  the  mitred  can* 
didate  gives  proofs  of  his  devotion  to  the 
minlftry.  Better  things  are  in  view.  The 
firft  ftep  of  the  ladder  is  of  brafs*  the  t 
fecond  of  filver,  the  third  of  gold  and  j 
precious  ftones. 

It  is  ardently  to  be  wifhed,  that  politics 
would  permit  the  prelates  of  that  ifland 

to 


PREFACE,         xxvu 

tx>  refide  at  their  refpe&ive  diocefes,  in* 
ftead  of  furnifhing  them  with  an  excufe 
for  lingering,  during  three-fourths  of  the 
year,  in  the  midft  of  a  luxurious  capital, 
where  they  muft  continue  paffive  wit- 
nefles  of  that  fpirit  of  diffipation,  which 
ipfpires  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants. 
h  it  abfolutely  requifite,  that  a  bifhop 
fliould  be  a  baron  of  parliament?  Can 
human  wifdom  devife  no  method  lefs  ob- 
jedionable,  of  fuperintending  the  interefts 
of  religion  in  the  legiflature  ?  Is  it  necef- 
•  fary  that  the  clergy  fhould  be  doubly  re- 
prefented?  Is  not  the  clergy  already 
reprefented  in  the  lower  houfe?  Do  not 
beneficed  ecclefiaftics  vote  as  freeholders, 
at  the  ele&ions  ?  When  religion  hath 
aught  tq  afk  from,  or  to  fuggeft  to, 
the  great  council,  might  not  the  pontiff 
communicate  his  fentiments  to  his  flock, 
2  might 
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might  not  his  flock  convey  their  joint  opi- 
nion to  the  reprefentatives  ? 

Again :  a  deep  and  difaftrous  wound  is 
infli&ed  upon  Chriftianity,  by  your  cul- 
pable want  of  care  in  the  article  of  ordi- 
nation. Hence  thole  fwarm6  of  fafhion- 
able  and  unfit  ecclefiaftics,  who,  at  the 
prefent  day,  bear  the  opprobrious  title  of 
buck  par/ons.  Should  a  fatal  decay  of  di£- 
cipline  take  place  amongft  the  foldiery, 
might  not  the  blame,  with  much  juftice, 
be  imputed  to  the  general  officers  ?  When* 
a  young  man  is  deftined  for  the  political 
adminiftration,  with  what  anxiety,  with 
what  exercife,  with  what  laborious  ftudy, 
is  he  not  educated  for  a  poft  of  fo  great 
national  importance  ?  But  when  a  young 
gentleman  is  defigned  for  the  facred 
and  more  momentous  employment  of 
God's   miniftry,  he    hath    little   elfe   to 

do, 
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do,  with  refpeft  to  qualification,  than  to 
cut  off  his  queue,  and  change  his  green  coat 
for  a  black  one.  Prelates,  are  ye  well  aware 
of  the  mifchief  refulting  from  this  care- 
leflhefs  ?  If  once  the  laity  look  with  con- 
tempt upon  the  minifters  of  religion, 
that  contempt  will  imperceptibly  extend 
to  religion  herfelf.  The  maf&of  mankind 
is,  in  general,  but  too  prone,  to  confound 
the  function  with  the  functionary.  He 
who  is  to  inftruft  others,  fhould  have 
more  wifdom  than  his  audience,  he  who 
is  to  be  their  model  fhould  have  more 
piety  *. 

*  Many,  however,  of  our  young  clergymen  (I 
tnyfelf  am  acquainted  with  many)  are  an  ho- 
nour to  their  profeffion.~ But  no  thanks  to  the  bi- 
fliops  for  that.  Here  too  let  us  not  forget  the 
praife  which  is  fo  defervedly  beftowed,  by  all  travel- 
lers into  Scotland,  upon  the  clergy  of  that  kingdom. 

A  fenfible 
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Here,  then,  ye  men  of  God,  are  ftifl 
other  privileges,  which  call  for  abolition, 
and  to  murmur  at  which,  is  neither  anar- 
chy nor  atheifm* 

A  fenfible  and  worthy  traveller*,  of 
the  prefent  day,  relates,  that,  in  Spain, 
the  meeting  of  two  prelates  is  a  pheno- 
menon. There,  the  moment  that  a 
churchman  accepts  the  honours  of  epif- 
copacy,  he  takes  leave  of  the  court,  and 
of  the  great  World,  for  ever,  and,  retiring 
to  his  diocefe,  furrenders  up  his  time  t6 
the  edification  of  thofe,  whom  Heaven 
hath  entrufted  to  his  vigilance  and  piety. 
Once  in  his  life,  and  but  once,  fhould 
a  bifliop  be  feen  at  levee  ;  his  name 
fhould  never  re-echo  through  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  palace,  but  on  the  day  when 

*  The  Rev.  Jofcph  Townfend, 

he 


PREFACE.  xx*i 

he  comes  to  thank  his  royal  patron  for  his 
mitre. 

But  your  refidence  in  the  capital,  and 
your  attendance  at  court,  are  venial,  in 
comparifon  of  the  inhuman  inequality, 
between  your  fplendid  incomes  and  the 
deplorable  eftates,  afligned  to  too  many 
of  the   fubaltern  clergy.     /The  fault,    it 
.  muft  be  admitted,  is  not  altogether  yours : 
you  leave  things  as  you  found  them :  ne- 
verthelefs,  it  is  a  trefpafs,  in  the  opinion 
of  a  great  people,  that  you  are  employ- 
ing no   meafures  for  the  mitigation   of 
this   calamity.      Notwithstanding   queen 
Ann's  bounty,  and  the  compaffionate  do- 
nations occafionally  beftowed,  very  many 
of  the  moft  affiduous  of  the  labourers  in 
Chrift's  vineyard,    have   nothing   like   a 
fufficient  livelihood.     Their  condition  is 
a  ftigma  on  a  ftate  profeffing  Chriftianity. 

Every 
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Every  minifter  of  the  gofpel  ihould  have 
one  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  every  mar- 
ried minifter  of  the  gofpel,  at  leaft,  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  Away  with  plurali- 
ties, with  non-refidence,  with  finecurea. 
Will  na  voice  roufe  the  legiflature  to  de- 
bate upon  thefe  grievances?  Should  it 
ever  be  my  lot,  to  become  a  member  of 
that  aflembly,  I  will  agitate  thefe  ques- 
tions, if  not  with  ability,  at  ieaft  with 
zeal.  I  will  alarm  the  pontiffs  and  great 
men  of  the  land ;  I  will  cry,  woe  to  the 
privileged  orders  of  ecdefiaftics,  and  woe 
to  that  whole  government,  who  fupinely 
furvey  the  mifery  of  God's  minifters.  I 
will ;  unlefs  fome  able  and  honeft  fenator, 
fome  man  of  the  true  party,  fhafl  antici- 
pate my  deiign,  and  glorioufly  defraud 
me  of  a  glorious  popularity. 

But,  to  defcend  from  thefe  aerial  heights, 

to 
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to  the  level  of  that  difcreet  phlegm, 
lb  acceptable,  fo  dear,  to  the .  heart  of 
many  an  Englilh  man,  and  to  continue 
the  circuit  of  my  propofed  animadvert 
dons : 

Men  of  faction,  were  ye  but  aware,  cf 
the  difadvantages  which  attend  on  your 
unwife  career  of  politics,  we  fliould  not 
every  day  behold  fo  many  men  of  un- 
doubted talent*,  depreciating  their  own 
.  worth,  and  difappointing  their  own 
hopes.  The  mind  of  the  fa&ious  man  be- 
comes the  vi&im  of  infatuation.  Fac- 
tion narfows  the  heaftj  fa&ion  blinds 
the  uttderftariding*  Party,  on  the  con- 
trary, enlightens  the  underftanding,  and 
enlarges  the  heart.  True  party  hath  a 
tendency  to  elevate  the  foul,  and  to  refine 
the  intelle&ual  faculties.  Therefore,  when- 
ever ye  fee  a  perfon  of  abilities^  entangled 
vol.  ii.  c  in 
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in  felfifli,  cunning,  Inconfiftent  operation^ 
reft  affured,  that  faction  hath  entered  into 
his  heart,  and  that  fhe  is  tormenting 
him,  after  the  manner  of  a  daemon*  The 
man  of  genius  then  becomes  a  dunce,  the 
philofopher  a  fool,  the  man  of- argument 
fophiftical,  the  declaimer  outrageous,  the 
man  of  temper  irritable,  and  he  who  ne- 
ver pofleffed  temper,  worfe  than  ever  he 
was  before  ;  the  warrior  ftains  his  fcarlet* 
the  judge  his  ermine,  and  the  "faint 
in  lawn,"  fullies  the  whitenefs  of  his 
fleeves. 

It  hath  bfeeh  concifely  faid  by  Montef- 
quieu,  that  the  conftitution  of  England  is  a 
democracy^  tinder  the  majk  of  monarchy* 
Were  that  philofopher  now  alive,  we 
might  fupply  him  with  another  pithy  fen* 
tence  j  namely,  that  the  legi/lative  body  of 
Britain^  is  an  atiflocracy  under  the  mqfk 
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bf  democracy.  I  apprehend,  that  this  no- 
tion is  not  a  new  one,  though,  perhaps, 
it  may  not  have  been  pronounced  exa&ly 
in  the  prefent  form. 

The  fieflefs  nobles  bf  Btitaiii  poflefs  nd 
avoided  privileges,  vrtiich  are  not  ufeful 
and  neceflary  to  her  fyftem  of  focial 
order.  It  is  thejecret  privilege  of  extend- 
ing their  influence,  through  every  pore 
and  fibre  of  the  body  politic,  which  it 
behoves  the  Britifh  people  to  Oppofe,  and 
to  aboliih.  The  influence  of  the  arifto- 
cracy  is  a  fubtile  aind  penetrating  acid, 
which  hath  foaked  into  the  efttire  mafs  of 
the  conftitution.  \ 

I  have  juft  repeated  an  idea,  which  I  v 

dbferved  was  not  a  new  one :  I  will  now 
advance  another,  which  I  believie  is  not  a 
trite  one.  No  perforti  who^ih  any  part 
bf  the  Britifli  empire,  is  a  member  of  the 
c  2  ariftocracy, 
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ariftocracy>  can,  confidently  with  print* 
ciples,  be  peripitted  to  aft  as  a  reprefenta^ 
five  of  tfee  democracy.     This  is  more  than 
abfurd ;  it  is  a  very  great  abufe.     Indeed, 
with  refpeft  to  too  many  things  in  this 
world,  we  live  in  a,  perpetual  delufioa. 
This  aukwagd,  unconftitutional,  and  dan- 
gerous circuaiftance,  h  fuflered  to  remain 
uncenfureci     It  is  aukward,  that  a  per- 
*  fon  who  profefles  democracy,  fhoiild  be  d#< 
corated  with  the  trappings  of  ariftocracy. 
.  The  words  noble  lord  {hould  never  be 
heard  within  the  waJfc  of  the  democratic 
aJTembly.     It  is  unconfiitutional^  that  he 
who,  in  one  part  of  the  Brkifh  dominions* 
is  by  birth,  by  habits,  and  by  privilege 
an  ^ariftocrate,  fhould,  in  another,  be .  & 
member  of  the  democracy.     To-day,  he" 
is  a  fimple  plebeian ;  next  week  (for  he 
hath  only  to  crofe  the  Channel),  he  will  be1 

i  a  patrfc* 
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&  patrician  j  the  week  after,  he  m&y  agaitt 
relapfe  into  his  democratic  character,  and, 
the  week  after  that,  he  may  be  again  a 
gallant  noble. .  This  is  pleafant  conjura- 
tion. It  id  dangerous,  that  an  hereditary 
member  of  the  ariftocracyj  (hould  be  dif- 
fered to  become  areprefentative  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  cannot  ferve  God  and  Mam*, 
mon.  For,  either  he  will  carry  with  him 
into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  lordly 
ipirit  of  nobility,  arid  retain  the  towering 
prejudices  peculiar  to  that  order,  or  he 
Will  bring. back  with  him  litto  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  the  leaven  df  democracy ^  which 
may  create  a  fermentation^  where  no  fuch 
fermentation  {hould  exift. 

To  fuch  a  fen&tor  the  commons  might 
fay :  Depart,  you  wear  a  cofotiet ;  you 
^re  not  one  of  us ;'  aflbciate  with  perfons 
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of  your  own  order,  with  patricians.  And 
here  let  me  declare,  that  I  would  not  be 
underftood  to  throw  any  perfonal  reflect 
tion,  on  fuch  titled  individuals,  as  at  pre- 
fent  enjoy  feats  in  the  Britifh  Houfe  qf 
Commons;  many  of  them  are  worthy 
noblemen ;  but  it  is  becaufe  they  are  no- 
blemen, that  I  wifli  they,  were  not 
there  *. 

i^gain:  Suppafe  a  queftion  to  be 
brought  forward  in  the  Englifh  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  queftion  materially  con- 
cerns the  democratic  intereft.  This  com- 
moner of  the  half  blood,  begotten  by  lufty 

*  When  the  tribunitian  authority  was  firft  infti- 
tuted  at  Rome,  a  law  was  pafled,  prohibiting  any 
patrician  from  exercifing  the  office  of  tribune, 
fixe  violation  of  this  law,  in  the  latter  days  of  the 
republic,  was  one  great  caufe  of  the  deftruftion 
of  Remap  liberty. 

Democracy 
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Democracy  on  condefcending  Ariftocracy, 
this  patricio-plebeian  fenator,  will  find 
himfelf  in  a  difgraceful  dilemma.  If, 
true  to  his  hereditary  character,  he  oppofe 
the  people,  in  the  people's  own  houfe, 
with  what  face  can  he  prefume  to  (it 
there  ?  But  what  if  he  fupport  the 
queftion?  and  what  if  fuch  another 
queftion  fhould  be  agitated  in  the  Irifli 
parliament?  Will  the  noble  lord,  when 
with  breathlefs  hafte  he  enters  the  Hiber- 
nian Houfe  of  Peers,  become,  on  a  fud- 
den,  infected  with  the  contagion  of  ari- 
ftocracy,  and  utter  principles  the  very  re- 
yerfe  of  his  late  patriotifm  in  the  Britifh 
legiflature  ?— This,  then,  is  one  of  the 
numerous  inftances,  in  which  the  fubtile 
acid  of  ariftocracy,  is  eating  its  way 
through  the  whole  mafs  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  I  fay,  the  whole  mafs ;  for  if  the 
c  4  ariftocracy 
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ariflocracy,  either  openly  ,or  covertly % 
ufurp  an  influence  in  the  democratic  aC- 
fembly,  it  may  afterwards  overawe  the 
throne,  and  then  the  entire  conftitu- 
tion  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  arifto- 
cracy. 

Again:  a  confiderable  portion  of  the 
lower  houfe,  is  compofed  of  the  teoder 
nurflings  of  ariftocracy ;  of  eldeft*  and  of 
younger  fons  of  peers;  the  former  of 
whon*  have  a  certainty,  the  latter  a 
chance,  of  being  one  day  fummoned  tq 
forfake  the  democracy,  and  to  put  on  all 
the  pride,  and  all  the  privileges  of  nobi- 
lity. Yet  here  have  we  lefs  caufe  to.  be 
alarmed,  than  at^the  irregularity  above- 
mentioned,  '  Thefe  youths  are,  as  yet| 
n6  more  than  public  gentlemen ;  .  and 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  and  hope,  that, 
even  when  hereafter  uplifted  to  arifto- 
cracy,- 
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cracy,  they  will  preferve  a  i/Wremem-* 
brance,  of  their  old  companions,  the  ple- 
beians. 

The  Frfcnch  have  been  diflatisfied,  be- 
caufe  they  could  not  confolidate  the  com- 
mons and  the  nobility,  into  one  national 
affembly.  Whereas  it  behoves  us,  to 
keep  the  two  orders  far  afunder ;  for  upon 
the  juft  balance  of  the  three  powers  o£ 
our  triple-headed  conftitution,  depends 
its  profperity,   depends  its  exiftence; 

Such,  therefore,  are  the  privileges 
which  ought  to  be  abolifhed,  and  to  abo- 
lifh  which,  were  neither  anarchy  nor 
atheifm* 

But  thefe,  and  fome  other  abufes,  al- 
ready murmured  at  in  this  preface,  may 
be  remedied  with  gravity,  with  legifla- 
tive  fobriety ;  means  which  are  far  pre- 
ferable to  the  fever  of  revolution.     But, 

eve© 
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even  could  they  no  otherwife  be  done 
away,  than  at  the  expence  of  a  revolution, 
let  them  continue  where  they  are,  and 
gently  decay  in  concert  with  that  invalu- 
able fyftem,  which,  like  all  human 
things,  cannot  exift  for  ever  and  even 

Having  thus  far  aflumed  the  ftate  and 
deportment  of  an  author,  let  me  fubjoin 
a  few  paragraphs,  in  the  •  character  of  a 
translator. 

A  book,  and  particularly  a  French 
book,  is  not  always  the  worfe  for  being 
interpreted  into  Englifh.  There  is  a  fu- 
perior  degree  of  vigour  in  the  Englifh 
tongue,  which  peculiarly  adapts  it  to 
works  of  popular  eloquence.  But,  befides 
this  national  advantage,  a  fentence  may 
be  exprefled  more  neatly,  a  phrafe  turned 
more  elegantly,  a  period  rounded  off 
jnore  harmpnioufly  and  more  forcibly,  in 

the 
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the  tranflation,  than  it  is  in  the  original 
This  obfervation,  however,  is  to  be  con- 
lined  to  tranflations  from  the  modern  lan- 
guages, and,  ftill  further,  to  profe  pro>- 
dudtions.  No  tranflator,  I  am  bold  to 
fay,  can  do  juftice  to  Demofthenes. 
Cicero,  indeed,  may  receive  lefs  injury, 
nay,  in  fome  refpe&s,  may  be  benefited 
by  the  hand  of  a  tranflator :  his  immo- 
derately long  periods  may  be  judicioufly 
divided,  his  tedious,  and  fometimes  un- 
feafonable  parenthefes,  refitted,  and  re-- 
duced  to  better  difciplinej  but  no  living 
language  can  fupply  a  proper  fubftitute, 
for  the  melody  of  his  words,  and  for  the 
harmony  of  his  compofition. 

In  aflerting  that  Englifh  tranflation  may 
prove  favourable  to  foreign  writings,  I 
fpeak  not  from  perfonal  vanity.  I  lpeak, 
becaufe  I  am  fenfible  that  what  I  fay  is 

true; 
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true ;  I  am  contending  for  the  copiouf- 
nefs,  the  manlinefs/the  vigour,  the  fter- 
ling  weight,  in  a  word,  for  the  air  of  li- 
berty, which  chara&erize  our  language* 
A  profe  production,  efpecially  of  elo- 
quence, may  not  only  be  done  juftice  to 
in  an  Englifh  drefs,  but  abfolutely  im- 
proved. And,  if  the  colouring  may  be 
rendered  more  vivid,  the  drawing  alio 
may  be  rendered  more  corred,  and  the 
features  ftronger,  and  more  prominent; 
the  attitudes  may  be  ennobled,  and  adorns 
ed  with  a  new  graces  and,  here  and 
there,  a  lurking  beauty  may  be  called 
forth  into  light;  in  fine,  a  harmonizing 
tint  may  be  thrown  over  the  whole, 
which,  perhaps,  it  did  not  poflefe  in  the 

original  *• 

It 

*  But  foreigners  may  fometimes  return  u$  the 
favour.     I  have  heard  it  remarked,  more  than  once, 

that 
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it  is,  however,  the  duty  of  atranflatorf 
.  to  imitate,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  found, 
and  not  only  the  found,  but  even  the  very 
fljape  of  his  author's  words  and  fentences ; 
and,  by  a  kind  of  polygraphic  art,  to  lake 
him  off  in  every  hue  and  lineament. 

As  to  poetry,  in  the  living  languages, 
neither  we,  nor  other  nations,  caLn  boaft 
the  fan*e  advantages  of  tranflation.  The 
fpirit  evaporates,  the  grace  is  loft.  The 
renowned  knight  of  La  Mancha,  as  Cer- 
vantes informs  us,  happened  to  enter  * 
printer  s  work-room,  where  the  prefs  was 
occupied  by  a  tranflation  in  verfe,  of  the 
Orlando  Furiofo.  The  hero  read  a  few 
paflagfcs  of  iti  and  then  made  the  follow- 
that  Locke's  Ejjhy  reads  better  in  the  French  tranfla- 
tion, than  in  the  original.  The  fame  remark  hath 
been  made  with  refpeft  to  Humis  Hiftory  of  England, 
elegant  as  that  work  is  in  our  native  tongue. 

ing 
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ing  ingenious,  and  for  the  moft  pdrt, 
true  remark;  that  tranflations  in  verfer 
from  modern  poetry,  were  like  the  wrong 
fide  of  a  piece  of  tapeftry,  where,  indeed* 
one  fees  the  figures,  but  the  fpirit  and 
glow  of  the  workmanfhip  have  vanifhed, 
and  where  the  whole  is  difgraced  by  the 
knots  and  thrums  of  tile  worfteds. — To 
this  remark,  I  have  one  exception  to 
make,  and  that  is  in  favour  of  Fairfax's 
Taflb,  which,  though  tranflated  in  the 
days  of  Cromwell,  is,  for  ftrength,  har- 
mony, and  likenefs  to  the  original,  highly 
worthy  of  the  efteem  of  all  who  are  ad- 
dicted to  polite  literature.  This  book, 
like  many  other  excellent  books,  is  be- 
come fcarce.  As  to  the  poetry  of  the 
ancients,  Dry  den  and  Pope  have  done 
for  Virgil  and  Homer,  the  beft  that 
Englifh  verfe  enabled  them  to  do ;  and 

bur 
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,bur  venerable  tranflators  of  the  Bible,  in 
which  there  is  much  poetry,  have  fuc-  " 
ceeded,   fo  as  to  be  entitled  to  the  admi- 
ration of  fucceffive  ages. 

Before  I  quit  the  topic  of  tranflation* 
kt  me  take  this  opportunity  of  faying  a 
few  words,  with  refped  to  one  other 
book,  which  well  deferves  the  eftimation 
of  the  public.  Though  it  be  a  work  of  a 
different  nature  from  the  orations  of  Mr 
fabeau,  it  may  not  appear  altogether  un* 
conne&ed,  with  the  grandeur  and  pros- 
perity of  empires.  It  fhall,  therefore^ 
come  in  by  way  of  epifode. 

The  produ&ion  alluded  to,  is  that  va* 
luable  little  book  of  the  benignant  and  iU 
luftrifcus  archbifhop  of  Cambray,  the  title 
of  which  may  be  thus  engliflied  :  Inftruc<* 
tionsfor  the  Education  of  a  Daughter.  This 
Jbook  I  had  eagerly  fought  for,    and  as 

eagerly 
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eagerly  tranflated.  I  had  never  heard 
that  it  cxifted  in  an  Englifh  drefe.  How- 
ever, when  I  propofed  it  to  the  bookfel- 
lers,  fome  anfwered,  that  they  had  never 
before  heard  of  fuch  a  book;  others, 
that  it  had  been  tranflated  many  years 
ago ;  others  obferved,  that  it  muft  be  now 
too  old-fafliioned ;  while  others  again  had 
the  temerity  to  infer,  from  its  being  Tittle 
known,  that  the  book  itfelf  had  never 
been  of  any  value, 

Neverthelefs,  if  We  may  be  allowed  to 
hazard  a  conje&ure,  the  true  objeftion 
was,  that  the  nation  was  about  to  be  gra* 
tified  with  a  new  publication  of  Madame 
de  Siller  y,"  who  is  better  known  by  her 
late  title  of  Countefs  de  Genlis.  I  think 
Well  of  the  labours,  and  pay  homage  to 
the  good  intentions,  of  this  philanthropic 
tooman  of  quality.     But  I  am  very  ap»* 

prehenfive<> 
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prehenfive,  that  to  write  effectually \  upon 
the  great  bufinefs  of  education,  and, 
ftill  more,  upon  the  education  of  dam- 
fels,  is  a  tafk  above  the  ftrength  of  wo- 
mankind. The  writings  of  Madame  de 
Genlis  may,  doubdefs,  Aofome  good;  but, 
like  all  other  female  fyftems  of  female  edu- 
cation, they  are  materially  and  radically 
defedive.  I  fear  that  the  ladies  only 
flrim  the  furface  of  things.  With  refpect 
to  the  education  of  damfels,  there  are  cer- 
tain reafons  which  render  it  impoflible, 
for  a  woman  to  write  upon  it  with  com- 
pletenefs  and  fidelity.. 

I  therefore  ftrenuoufly  call  the  attention 
of  the  public,  to  the  compact,  but  able 
treatife  of  the  archbifhop  of  Cambray. 
If  I  am  not  to  publifh  it,  at  leaft  I  will 
recommend  it.  Thofe  who  cultivate  the 
French  tongue,  will  do  well  to  enquire 
vol.  ii.  d  for 
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for  the  original ;  the  Englifh  reader  will 
be  fortunate*  in  procuring  that  old  tranfla- 
tion,  if,  indeed,  any  fuch  exifts.  As  for 
mine,  which  I  had  accompanied  with 
notes  and  a  preface,  containing  divers  ufe- 
ful,  comical,  and  comfortable  obfervations, 
I  fhall,  one  of  thefe  days,  caufe  two  or 
three  hundred  copies  of  it  to  be  printed ; 
which  copies  I  mean  to  give  away,  to 
fuch  as  may  confider  the  prefent  worth 
accepting.  This  will  probably  becortie 
produ&ive  of  ftill  further  benefit ;  for 
then  perhaps  fome  perfon  will  dare  to  pi- 
rate the  tranflation,  and  thus  the  public 
will  obtain  it  at  laft  *. 

And 

*  I  cannot  here  refrain  from  relating  another  odd 
and  unpleafant  circumftance.  As  the  mind  mult 
not  always  remain  on  the  rack  of  politics,  I  fome- 
times  amufe  myfelf  with  writing  ftory-books.  And 
why  not ;  if  fo  grave  a  man  as  the  archbifliop  o 

Cambray 
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And  here  the  queftion  may  be  ftarted, 
^rhy  this  produ&ion  of  the  great  Fenelon, 
fhould  have  dwindled  out  of  fafhion, 
while  his  Telemachus  ftill  triumphs  over 
caprice  and  falfe  tafte.  I  will  endeavour 
to  anfwer  this  interrogatory. 

Our  great-grandmothers  (for  the  book 
Was  written  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  cen- 

Cambray  condescended  to  write  fairy  tales  ?  {Vide 
the  French  grammar.)  I  had  produced  an  original 
Work,  which  I  called  the  New  Arabian  Nights  En~ 
tertainments*  But  behold,  when' I  applied  to  a 
bookfellcr.  I  was  informed  that  there  was  actually 
in  the  pi_.*,  a  tranflation  of  a  French  work,  of  the 
very  fame  nature,  and  of  which  I  had  never  till  then 
heard.  When  this  laft  fliall  come  forth,  I  hope  the 
public  will  be  pleafed  with  it  j  but  I  hope,  likewife, 
that  my  ^me  tnanufaElure^  my  Englijh  New  Arabian 
Tales,  m  .11  not  be  utterly  defpifed,  in  favour  of  the 
foreigner.  For,  verily,  there  are  fome  (lories  in 
mine,  to  which  the  caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid  would 
e  k**"  "^ry  glad  to  liften. 

d  2  tury) 
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tury)  imagined  that  the  archbifhop,  of 
Cambray  faw  too  much  of  them  ;  that  he 
told  more  than  was  convenient  to  them  ; 
that  he  turned  the  heart  of  woman  infide 
out ;  that  he  was  labouring  to  make  them 
angels,  while  they  themfelves  were  deter- 
mined to  continue  human.  Accordingly, 
the  work  went  out  of  fafhion.  Your 
great-grandmothers  belied  to  your  grand- 
mothers, both  the  bifhop  and  his  book  ; 
and  your  grandmothers  defamed  him  to 
your  mothers.  At  length,  new  treatifes 
began  to  come  into  fafhion.  Gentle  eflays 
were  compofed  by  females,  upon  female 
education.  The  women  eagerly  reforted 
to  writers  of  their  own  fex,  who  had  a 
fellow-feeling  for  their  common  infirmi- 
ties ;  to  writers,  who  either  winked  at,  or 
could  not  fee,  the  fundamental  miflakes 
and  blemifhes  of  womankind  ;  to  writer0 

who 
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who  copied  themfelves  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  manners,  while  they  left  the 
heart  and  the  underftanding  a  prey  to  b^r- 
rennefs  and  defolation.  In  fine,  the  fex 
fled  for  fhelter,  to  perfidious  mildnefs  and 
fuperficial  philofophy,  from  him  who  was 
addreffing  them  with  the  afFe&ion  of  a 
parent,  and  with  the  fervour  of  an 
apoftie. 

Ah  !  my  children  (for  fometimes  I  af- 
fe£t  to  be  old  and  inconfiderable),  my 
children,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other 
inftances  *.  fhe-friend  is  not  always  the 
beft  that  you  can  have.  You  are  the 
moll  beautiful  women  upon  earth,  and  I 
wifh  to  fee  you  the  moft  rational.  Do 
juftice,  ah !  do  juftice  to  that  fpirit  and 
that  capacity,  with  which  nature,  in  a 
tranfport  of  partiality,  hath  endowed  you. 
R  ^colled,  my  fair  fellow-citizens,  that 
d  3  the 
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the  fate  of  empire  depends  on  you ;  that 
the  juft  influence,  which  it  becomes  you 
.    to  poflefs  in  civil  fociety,  is  the  teft  and 
the  guardian  of  our  virtue :  for,  where- 
foever  the  women  begin  to  be  held  in  dif- 
efteem,  it  is  atn  indubitable  fign,  that  they 
have  fufFered  frivolity  and  profligacy  to. 
ufurp   the  throne  of  fenfe  and  honour^ 
and  that  nation  is  declining  to  its  down- 
fall. 

There  is  one  point,  in  particular,  to 
which  I  entreat  you  to  pay  immediate  at- 
tention. Women  are  naturally  proud ; 
but  fine  women  are  ftill  prouder  than  wo- 
men who  are  not  fine;  but  a  fin$  woman 
of  quality,  is  the  proudeft  of  all  fine  beings. 
Take  care,  my  children  (I  mean  you 
who  enjoy  rank  and  titles);  thefe  are  not 
the  days,  when  it  is  a  fafe  thing  to  be 
haughty.  There  is  a  powerful  and  un- 
4  tameable 
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tameable  fpirit  gone  abroad,  and  it  were 
prudence  not  to  provoke  it.  The  petty, 
piques  of  women  have  produced  wonder- 
ful viciflitudes,  in  matters  of  far  greater 
moment.  In  ancient  Rome,  the  petty 
pique  of  a  plebeian  lady,  gave  occafion 
to  that  grand  yi&ory,  by  which  the  peo- 
ple obtained  a  fhare  in  the  confuhhip. 
It  was  obje&ed  'to  the  late  ducheffes  and 
countefles  of  France,  that,  while  they 
hurried  through  the  ftreets  of  Paris  in 
their  cairiages,  they  looked  down  jupon 
the  reft  of  mankind,  as  it  were  upon  the 
very  outcafts  of  fociety*.  The  plain 
wife  of  the  plebeian  treafures  up  the  re- 
membrance of  the  fcqrnful  afpedt,  with 
which  her  infplent  fuperior  had  furveyed 
her.  f<  That  woman"  difclofes  her  chagrin 
to  her  hufband,  and  "  that  man79  re-com- 

*  Mercier's  Tableau  de  Paris, 

d  4  municates 
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muaicatos  it  to  his  neighbours ;  the  con- 
tagion fpreads,  and  thfe  odium  and  the 
enemies  of  ariftocracy  are  augmented. 
Take  care,  my  children ;  for  thefe  are 
not  the  days  when  it  is  a  fafe  thing  to  be 
haughty.  Does  an  affable  and  humane 
deportment  diminifh  the  luftre  of  your 
beauty,  or  the  antiquity  of  your  pedigree, 
or  the  number  of  your  footmen,  and 
lovers  ? — But  this  is  wandering  too  far ; 
this  belongs  with  more  propriety,  to  the, 
preface  of  the  little  book  of  the  archbifhop 
of  Cambray. 

Heed  not  fafhion,  then,  my  children, 
in  the  important  concern  of  education, 
but  return  with  filial  reverence,  to  thofe 
who  offer  you  inftrudion,  which  is  both 
folid  and  efficacious  ;  nor  reft  all  your 
hopes   upon   the    light  fammer  morality^ 

which 
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which  flows  from  the  ruby  lips  of  the 
ladies* 

But  to  be  grave — It  hath  been  well  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  ever  there  were  an  angel  in 
human  fhape,  it  was  Fenelon.  A  man 
of  genius,  without  afFe&ing  eccentricity, 
a  man  of  learning  without  being  arrogant, 
a  courtier  of  Louis  XIV.  yet  the  indefati- 
gable foe  of  defpotifm  *,  he  remarked,  at 
once  with  penetration  and  with  regret, 
the  political  and  moral  wretchednefs  of 
the  kingdom  which  gave  him  being,  and 
dedicated  his  life  and  talents  to  her  fervice. 
The  amiablenefs  of  his  manners  fhed  a 
luftre  upon  his  wifdom,  and  reconciled 

*  When  that  monarch  firft  read  Teleiriachus,  he 
is  laid  to  have  exclaimed j  "  Here  is  a  man  who  tells 
me,  that  I  have  been,  for  thefe  fifty  years,  miC- 
taking  the  art  of  reigning."— He  could  never  after 
endure  Fenelon.     He  ufed  to  call  him  a  writer  ofpo- 

:al  romances. 
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the  heart  to  his  corre&ion.  With  that 
eloquence  in  which  Locke  was  deficient* 
and  umnfe&ed  by  thajt  vanity  *,  for 
which  Rouffeau  is  contemptible,  he  rea- 
fons  without  drynefs,  and  invites  atten- 
tion without  paradox.  His  Telemachus 
and  V Education  des  Filles  are  immor- 
tal proofs  of  my  afTertion,  and  in- 
cftimable  monuments  of  his  anxiety  for 
thofe,  who  molt  require  the  care  of  the , 
pried  and  the  philofopher.  Yes,  the  edu- 
cation of  youth  was  the  prime  objeft  of 
bis  labours;  for  this  he  meditated,  for 
this  he  amafled  the  treafures  of  antiquity, 
for  this  he  explored  the  fcriptures ;  but 
while  delivering  the  refult  of  his  reflec- 
tions and  refearches,  with  that  purity  and 

*  The  moil  miferable  of  all  vanities,  that  of 
affefting  to  think  differently  from  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind,  with  refpeft  to  the  great  points  of  Chriftian 

revelation.  r 
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fweetnefs  fo  diftinguifhable  in  his  ftylc, 
no  infmuation  ever  efcaped  him,  which 
might  tend  to  offer  infult,  to  the  undeni- 
able and  incomparable  truths  of  Chrifti- 
anity. 

Nor  were  his  virtues,  as  a  politician, 
lefs  precious*  Profound,  enlightened,  li- 
beral, he  faw,  he  felt,  what  was  due  to 
fhe  dignity  and  profperity  of  man,  and, 
as  far  as  he  could  difcreetly,  in  a  nation 
whofe  chief  was  abfolute,  confefled  him- ' 
felf  the    advocate    of   liberty*.      Here 

*  It  was  univerfally  believed,  that  had  his  royal 
pupil  lived  to  wear  the  crown  of  France,  the  gene- 
rous youth  wouM  have  reftored  the  liberties  of  the 
people.— In  mentioning  Fenelon  as  a  politician,  we 
ought  not  to  forget  his  Proper  Heads  for  the  Self-exa*. 
mination  of  a  King  (another  book  out  of  fafhion),  in 
which  the  famous  fubjeft  of  the  Balance  of  Power9 
is  handled  with  ability,  and,  what  is  better,  with 

rue. 

again 
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again  that  delightful  and  almoft  divine 
book,  which  he  compofed  for  the  inftruo 
tion  of  the  young  duke  of  Burgundy, 
prefents  itfelf  as  a  proof  of  his  philan- 
thropy, «  If,"  fays  the  Abbe  Terraflbn, 
u  the  happinefs  of  the  human  race  can 
"  be  the  effect  of  an  epic  poem,  the  Te- 
c<  lemachus  is  the  nobleft  prefent  the 
44  Mufes  ever  made  to  mankind." 

JJooks,  which  flatter  the  weaknefleS  of 
nature  and  of  the  times,  will,  in  general, 
meet  with  a  more  fudden  and  more  warm 
reception,  than  fincere  and  folid  writings, 
which  tell  us  what  we  are,  and  what  we 
fhould  be.  But,  when  this  fafhionable 
rage  is  fpent,  and  fpent  at  laft  it  will  be, 
common  fenfe  begins  to  pry  into  the  dun- 
geons of  obfeurity,  for  defert  which  lies 
negleded  and  forgotten.  The  defpifed  vo- 
lume is  at  length  elevated  to  a  juft  and 

Jafting 
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lafting  fame,  while  the  minion  of  frail 
fafhion  is  committed  to  irretrievable  obli- 
vion. Until  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
the  Pdradife  Loft  of  Milton  was  little  no- 
ticed, was  little  known  ;  it  did  not  fuit 
the  public  tafte.  At  length  Addifon  took 
fire  at  his  undeferved  fate,  and  re-ufhered 
it  into  the  prefence  of  his  countrymen. 
Such  alfo,  for  a  time,  was  the  fate  of  our 
adored  Shakefpeare.  There  is  fome  me- 
rit, and  I  fwear  there  is  much  pleafure, 
in  refcuing  from  difgrace,  a  production 
which  deferves  to  be  eternal. 

Perhaps,  with  regard  to  Fenelon,  I 
may  feem  to  fall  into  that  indifcreet  ad- 
miration, to  which  I  myfelf  have  made 
objedions  in  a  former  paragraph.  But, 
I  am  not  commending  the  bifhop  s  little 
book,  merely  as  a  good  piece  of  writing  ; 

=  objed  and  intent  of  the  author  are 

what 
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what  l  applaud  j  it  is  their  producible  e& 
fed:,  which  I  admire  in  idea,  and  which 
hath  led  me  to  this  high  praife,  which  juft 
faves  me  foafing  into  hyperbole. 

There  is  often,  in  men  of  parts,  d 
Cruel  deficiency  of  judgment;  cruel,  fines 
it  is  the  daufe  of  their  doing  harm  to  hu- 
mankind*  Eloquence,  arid  what  is  ufu* 
ally  termed  wit,  and  even  the  fublimei1 
powers  of  the  imagination,  in  a  word, 
genius  may  exift  in  men,  unaccompanied 
by  that  fort  of  ability,  called  judgment* 
The  former  is,  perhaps,  the  refult  of  par- 
ticular temperament,  and  of  a  happy  con-* 
figuration  of  the  intelle&ual  apparatus* 
Might  not  the  latter  be  thus  defined :  thd 
grace  of  God,  dire&irig  a  wife  and  good 
man,  to  what  is  beft  for  himfelf  and  fox1 
fociety  ? 

May  we  ever  have  fuch  men,  for  ou 

fenator 
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feAators,  for  our  magiftrates,  for  out 
minifters.  Grant  us,  ye  Heavens,  but 
this,  and  all  will  yet  be  well.  For  there 
is,  in  Britons,  a  kind  of  native,  confti- 
tutional  good  fenfe,  an  inveterate  folidity, 
that  will,  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of 
folly  to  degrade  them,  bear  them  up  to 
the  very  laft,  and  fnatch  their  manners 
from  degeneracy  *• 

'  #  Having  now  finiflied  the  pleafing  tafk  of  inter- 
preting the  eloquence  of  Mirabeau,  it  is  my  intention 
to  proceed  immediately  to  tranflate  the  well-written 
Hiftory  of  the  Revolution  of  France,  by  M.  Rabaut 
de  Saint-Etienne.  This  latter  work  will  operate  as 
a  kind  of  commentary  on  the  former. In  the  fol- 
lowing pages,  I  have  deviated  fomewhat  from  the 
tifual  mode  of  pointing,  and  endeavoured  to  imitate 
that  of  the  ancients,  which  referred  lefs  to  the  fenfe, 
than  to  the  harmony  of  the  compofition. 
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Letter  written  by  M.  De   Caraman  to 
M.  De  Mirabeau  *. 

March  20,  1789, 

I  HERE  inclofe,  my  lord,  the  two  very 
affe&ing  letters,  which  you  have  been  fo 
good  to  entruft  to  my  perufal;  they 
have  imprefled  me  with  the  deepeft  anx- 

.  iety 

•    *  This  letter,  and  the  anfwer  to  it,  together  with 

the  three  fubfequent  articles,  would  have  appeared 

with  more  propriety,  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  tranf- 

vol.  ii.  B  lated 
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iety  for  one  of  the  moft  refpe&able  of 
men*,  and  for  whom  X  have  the  greateft 
affe&ion.  God  grant  that  the  firft  newg 
we  hear,  may  \>c  to  inform  us  of  his  re- 
covery. The  flattering  reception  which 
you  met  with  at  Marfeilles,  hath,  doubt- 
lefs,  given  you  ftrong  aflurances  of  the 
confidence  repofed  in  you,  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  great  city ;  and  you  are  too 
much  in  love  with  order,  which  alone  can 
enfure  fuccefs  to  the  prefent  obje£t  of  the 
miniftry,  not  to  be  fenfible  of  the  confe- 

lated  fpecchcs  of  M.  de  Mirabeau.  But  my  original 
intention  was,  to  give  only  a  few  fpecimens  of  his 
oratorical  abilities,  and  not  a  complete  feleftion  of 
whatever  could  be  moft  interefting  to  an  Engliih 
reader,  in  the  works  of  that  great  man.  Is  it  not 
better  that  the  articles  above  mentioned  fhould  be  in- 
troduced even  thus  aukwardly,  than  not  at  all  ? 
#  The  father  of  M.  Mirabeau, 

3  quences 
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quences   of    numerous   aflemblies,    at  a 
juncture  when  there  reigns,  I  cannot  tell 
for  wliat  reafon,  an  affli&ing  effervefcence. 
You  underftand  me   fufficiently,  to  dif- 
penfe  with  my  faying  any  thing  more  to 
you  upon  this  fubjedt.    A  mark  of  friend- 
fhip  and  gratitude  ought  not  to  alarm  the 
public;   but  you  cannot  give   a  greater 
proof  of  your  love  for  the  king,  and  for 
the  happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  than  by 
calming  thofe   unquiet  fpirits,  whom  it 
became  to  look  forward  to  the  aflembly 
of  the  Statfes-General,  as  the  only  princi- 
ple of  national  profperity.    It  is  by  a  calm 
line  of  condudt,  that  their  confidence  and 
friendfhip   fhould    be    fhewn    to    you; 
and   I   expedfc  it  from  yours.     It  is  the 
prime  objedt  of  the  king's  wifhes,  and  if 
there  be  a  moment,  when  fuch  condu& 
fhould  become  a  principle^  it  is  when  the 
B  2  nation 
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nation  is  aflembling  under  the  infpe&ion 
of  its  monarch,  in  order  to  prepare  a  re- 
generation, capable  of  enfuring  to  it  a 
lading  felicity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  fmcerc 
attachment, 
My  Lord, 

Your  moft  humble 

And  moft  obedient  fervant, 
The  Count  de  Caraman. 


M.  Mirabeau's  Anfwer. 

TWO  things,  my  lord,  equally  aftonifh 
me  in  your  letter;  the  interpretation 
which  you  put  upon  the  word  public ,  and 
the  doubts  which  you  exprefs  with  re- 
gard to  the  true  reafon,  of  what  you  are 
pleafed  to  term  an  afflicting  effervefcence. 

For 
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For  the  univerfal  difcontent,  Tfrhich  you 
confider  as  an  efFervefcence,  there  are  cer- 
tain reafons,  or  motives,  too  notorious, 
not  to  do  away  every  doubt  which  you 
entertain. 

And  firft ;  the  people  is  perifhing  of 
hunger — There  is  one  reafon. — The  chief 
perfons  entrufted  with  authority  in  this 
province*,  are  accufed  of  having,  for 
thefe  forty  years,  robbed  the  public  of  its 
corn. — There  is  another  reafon  for  you. 

The  infolence  and  injuftice  of  the  pri- 
vileged orders  are  increafing  every  day : 
and  there  is  a  third  reafon. 

It  is  matter  of  indignation,  that,  in 
contempt  of  the  known  intentions  of  the 
king,  of  the  clear  letter  of  his  laws,  &c. 
the  benefit  which  he  defigns  for  the  na- 

*  Provence. 

B  3  tion 
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tion  fhould  be  countera&ed:  or  rather, 
that,  with  all  the  rage  of  pride  and  am- 
bition combined,  endeavours  fhould  be 
made  to  render  it  impoflible. — There  is  a 
fourth  xeafon. 

It  is  a  real  fubjeft  of  alarm,  to  fee  that 
the  king's  commiflioners,  men  moft  inti- 
mately conne&ed  with  perfons  in  office, 
have  entirely  fallen  off  from  their  party. — 
.  There,  my  lord,  you  have  a  fifth  reafon. 
We  are  grieved  to  the  very  heart,  that 
the  parliament  fhould  perfift  in  trying  and 
hanging  wretches,  whom  famine   alone 
had   tempted  to  tranfgrefs  the  bounds  of 
law ;  that  the  bifhop  of  Sifteron  fhould 
fcatter  pardon  with  a  loud  voice,  and  ven- 
geance  in   a  foft  one ;  that  you  fhould 
yield,  in  contradiction  to  your  principles 
and  your  natural  benevolence,    to  trea- 
cherous and  unjuft  applications  to  fend 

troops, 
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troops,  to  a  place  where  troops  have  no- 
thing at  all  to  do,  and  where  there  is  likely 
to  be  no  difturbance,  but  what  our  enemies 
wifh  to  make  ;  troops  who  may  bring  a 
deluge  of  mifchiefs  upon  the  province, 
and  who  will  never  be  of  any  ufe,  ex-, 
cepting  to  the  pride  and  vengeance  of 
their  worfhips  of  the  long  robe. — There 
now  is  a  large  aflbrtment  of  other  reafons 
for  difcontent,  and  I  fupprefs  a  thoufand 
more,  from  a  regard  for  your  fenfibility. 

And  now  I  make  bold  to  afk  you,  of 
whom  confifts.that  public,  whom  the  marks 
of  love  and  gratitude  which  I  receive  ^fo 

much  alarm  ? Men  in   office,  when 

will  you  learn,  that  your  clubs,  and  your 
levee-hunters,  and  your  fycophants,  are 
not  the  public  ? — Figure  to  yourfelf,  my 
lord,  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  in- . 
B  4  ,   dividuals 
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dividuals  at  M  arfeilles,  a  whole  city,  fo 
induftrious  and  fo  commercial,  incurring 
the  lofs  of  a  day's  labour,  the  windows 
hired  out  at  one  or  two  louis  each,  and 
horfes  at  the  fame  rate;  the  coach  of  that 
man  whofe  only  merit  was  his  love  of 
equity,  covered  over  with  palm-branches, 
boughs  of  laurel  and  of  olive ;  the  people 
killing  the  wheels ;  the  women  prefenting 
to  him  their  infants,  as  an  offering ;  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thoufand  voices,  from  the 
moujfe  to  the  millionaire  *,  rending  the  hea- 
vens with  acclamations,  and  fhouting  Vive 
le  roi  and  *  *  *  *;  four  or  five  hundred 
youths  of  the  firft  families  in  the  city,  pre- 
ceding him  on  horfeback ;  three  hundred 
coaches  following  him ;  imagine  this,  my 

*  From  the  pooreft  of  the  rabble  to  the  merchant 
worth  a  plum, 

lord, 
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lord,  and  you*  will  have  a  juft  idea  of  my 
departure  from  Marfeilles.  You  will  alfo 
difcover,  firft,  that  the  pojfedans-jiefs*  of 
Aix  are  not  the  public  j  2dly,  that  it  is  as 
impoflible  to  prevent  fuch  an  effervefcence^ 
(fince  you  are  pleafed  to  give  it  that  term) 
as  it  is,  my  lord,  to  provoke  it ;  3dly,"that 
men  are  more  apt  to  run  into  the  fubmif- 
fivenefs  of  gratitude,  than  into  the  ex- 
cefles  of  licentioufnefs;  4-thly,  in  fine,  that 
there  was  no  other  method  of  efcaping  all 
thofe  honours,  than  to  flee  from  a  poft,to 
defert  which  were  both  cowardice  and  in- 
gratitude.— And  now,  do  you  think  that 
fuch  an  honourable,  but  embarrafling  ef~ 
cort,  was  conduced  in  fo  bad  a  manner, 
as  to  give  you  reafon  to  complain  of  it  ? 
And,  if  you  do  not  complain  of  it,  why 

*  Perfons  pofleffing  fiefs. 

do 
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do  you  deliver  up  your  friends  to  your 
enemies,  thofe  who  applaud  you  to  thofe 
who  hifs  you? 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  re- 
fped, 

My  Lord, 

Your  moft  humble 

And  moft  obedient  fervant, 

The  Count  de  Mirabeau* 


THE 


I  • 
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THE  FRENCH  EDITOR 

TO 

THE  READER. 

THE  name  of  M.  Mirabeau  is 
fo  conne&ed  with  all  the  fucceffes  of  the 
National  Affembly,  that,  in  publifhing  a 
collection  of  the  labours  of  that  philofo- 
phic  legiflator,  we  feem  to  be  alfo  pub- 
lifhing almoft  a  hiftory  of  the  affembly 
itfelf- 

You  will  not,  then,  take  it  amifs,  that 
thefe  articles  are  here  inferted,  which  were 
written  by  M.  de  Mirabeau  himfelf,  at  the 
aera  of  the  opening  of  the  States-General ; 
they  naturally  form  a  preface  to  this 
work,  fince  they  contain  a  hiftory  of  what 

was 
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was  thought ',  on  the  eve,  and  on  the  birth- 
day of  that  aflembly,  whofe  memorable 
ads,  particularly  the  firft,  will  obtain  the 
bleflings  of  the  French,  and  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world. 

The  genuine  merit  of  thefe  three  arti- 
cles is  moreover  evinced,  by  thofe  wretch- 
ed orders  of  council,  which  forbade  their 
publication,  to  the  great  fcandal  of  juftice 
and  of  common  fenfe. 

But  juftice j  common  Jen/e,  and  minifters 
of  Jiate  were  then  what  they  had  ever 
been;  three  things  perfectly  diftindt, 
and  fo  very  hoftile  to  one  another,  that 
time,  which  reconciles  all  things,  could 
but  feldom  exhibit  to  us  the  confoling 
fpe&acle  of  their  union. 


Account 
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Account  of what  paffed  at  V erf  allies  y  on  the 
2d  of  May,,  1789. 

"  JdEFORE  we  fpeak  of  the  ceremony 
which  preceded  the  opening  of  the  States- 
General,  we  think  we  ought  to  devote  a  few 
lines  to  the  prefentation,  which  took  place 
on  Saturday  the  2d  of  May,  Not  that  we 
defign  to  enlarge  upon  affairs  of  mere  eti- 
quette; there  are  publications  enough, 
which  give  a  very  accurate  account  of  thofe 
unimportant  obje&s,  and  we  do  not  ima- 
gine that  details  of  that  kind,  are  what  the 
public  experts  from  us. 

"  We  fliall  confine  ourfelves,  then,  to 
mentioning,  that,  after  being  fuccefTively 
affembled  in  the  hall  of  Hercules,  the  de- 
puties of  the  three  orders  were  admitted  to 
the  king;  thofe  of  the- clergy  and  the  no- 
bility 
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bility  were  admitted  into  the  king's  clofet, 
thofe  of  the  commons  into  the  hall  of 
Louis  XIV. 

"  Nothing  remarkable  pafled  there;  we 
were  ftruck,  however,  with  the  little  fo- 
lemnity  obferved  in  a-  prefentation,  which 
ought  certainly  to  have  been  dignified, 
with  the  want  of  regularity,  with  the  dif- 
ficulties, the  delays,  occafioned  by  an  in- 
accurate lift  of  the  bailiwicks  and  fenefchalr 
ties.  We  fhall  not  notice  the  diftin&ion 
of  cuftoms  univerfally  difapproved,  and 
too  important  in  their  .political  confe- 
quences,  not  to  be  treated  of  feparately, 
when  the  National  Aflembly  fhall  take 
cognizance  of  fuch  matters. 

u  One  Angularity  there  was,  which 
gave  rife  to  obfervations  equally  unfavour- 
able ;  and  that  was,  the  difference  in  the 

mode 
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mode  of  preferring  the  three  orders*. 
The  commons  felt  themfelves  hurt:  feve- 
ral  groupes  were  immediately  formed  It 
was  propofed  with  fome  degree  of  vehe- 
mence, to  carry,  that  very  inftant,  a  re- 
monftrance  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and 
to  reprefent  to  the  king  how  afflicting  were 
fuch  diftin&ions,  to  that  portion  of  the 
three  orders  which  was  truly  national. 

u  The  opinion  which  prevailed  was  as 
follows;  — The  firft  fenfation  which  the 
appearance  of  the  commons  fhali  excite 
in  the  king's  breaft,  ought  not-tobea 
painful  one;  and  fuch  muft  be  the  fen- 
fation occafioned  to  a  good  prince,  by  the 
fear  either  of  difobliging;  or  of  having 
#  difobliged.     Betides,  the   prefentation  is 

*  They  were  received  in  different  apartments.  Add 
to  this,  that  both  the  folding-doors  were  thrown 
open  for  the  clergy,  and  only  one  for  the  nobility. 

purely 
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purely  optional,  and  not  at  all  obligatory 
or  legal  The  king  in  his  own  houfe,  re- 
ceives whom  he  pleafes,  and  how  he 
pleafes.  The  code  of  etiquette  hath  been 
hitherto  the  facred  fire,  adored  by  men 
of  the  court  and  of  the  privileged  orders; 
it  does  not  become  the  nation  to  afcribe  to 
it  the  fame  importance.  It  is,  when  ihe 
{hall  demand  the  abolition  of  all  humili- 
ating diftindions;  and  that  the  teftimo- 
nies  ,  of  refpeft  allotted  to  the  monarch, 
and  which  cannot  be  too  great,  fince  a 
people  honours  itfelf,  in  paying  honours 
to  its  prince,  may  be  uniform  and  univer- 
fal;  becaufe  variations  in  that  point  are  no 
longer  a  tribute  of  honour,  but  a  fymbol 
of  flavery ;  then  it  is,  that  we  may  quote 
this  recent  inftance  of  fervile  ceremoni- 
oufnefs.  At  prefent,  we  are  only  fo 
many  individuals,    to  whom  the  provi- 

fional 
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fional  legiflator  hath  not  yet  opened  his 
lips.  What,,  gentlemen!  when  it  (hall  be 
lawful  for  us  to  fpeak,  fhall  we  not  have 
objects  of  more  confequence  to  occupy  our 
attention,  than  the  names  of  the  halls  and 
ftair-cafes,  through  which  we  have  been 
conduced  by  the  Mafter  of  the  Ceremo- 
nies? 

4*  And  now  let  us  relate  an  incident  of 
another  kind,  and  which  we  confider  as  a 
real  victory  obtained  for  the  popular 
caufe. 

"  An  irregular  deputation,  nominated 
in  Provence  by  that  part  of  the  nobility 
who  are  willing  neither  to  contribute  to 
the  public  expences,  nor  to  admit  of  a  re- 
formation in  the  ftates  of  that  province, 
had  been  put  upon  the  lift  of  the  Grand 
Mafter  of  the  Ceremonies,    in  order  to 

vol.  11.  C  have 
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have  the  honour  of  being  prefented  to  the 
king,  as  conftituting  the  deputation  from 
the  nobility  of  Provence.  The  king  re- 
fufed  to  receive  it;  and  admitted  the  legal 
deputation  only,  which  had  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  fenefchalties  *. 

"  This  event  is  worthy  of  notice,  as  it 
in  fome  meafure  determined  beforehand 
the  exclufion  of  thefe  pretended  deputies, 
who  might  have  obftinately  traverfed  the 
operations  of  the  people;  for  the  Pbjfc- 
dans-jiefs  went  fo  far  as  to  enter  a  previous 

*  The  deputies  of  Provence,  who  arrived  at  Vcr- 
failles  on  the  firft  of  May,  apprehenfive  that  the  eight 
pretended  deputies  of  the  Pojfedans-fiefs  might,  by 
tbeir  intrigues,  obtain  permiflion  to  be  prefented  to 
the  king  as  deputies,  addrefied  a  letter  to  him  in  terms 
of  great  refpect,  but  great  energy,  for  the.  purpofe 
of  preventing  the  prefentation  of  the  pfeudo-deputies. 

proteft 
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proteft   againft  whatever  might  be  done 
by  the  aflembly  of  the  ftates-general  *." 


Account  of  what  pajfed  at  Verf allies  on  May 
4/A,  1789. 

1  HE  ceremony  of  the  proceflion  of 
the  deputies  wa§  conduced  with  very  great  • 
folemnity.  The  deputies  of  the  three  or- 
ders, or  rather  the  reprefeatatives  of  the 
nation,  attended  the  king  at  the  church  of 
Notre-Dame  de  Verfailles,  where  that  \ 
Prince  was  received  with  acclamations, 
which,  doubtlefs,  are   an   earneft  of  the 

*  After  this  paragraph,  in  the  original,  follows  a 
long  account  of  the  difputes  in  Provence,  between 
the  nobles  poflefling  fiefs,  and  the  fiefiefs  nobility, 
the  latter  being  refufed  admittance  into  the  provin- 
cial aflembly,  by  the  former.  I  omit  this  account, 
aa  uninterefting  to  Englifli  readers.    W. 

C  2  recompefi€e^_^ 


20  Speeches  of 

recompence  which  is  due  to  what  he  is 
doing  for  the  welfare  of  his  people. 

"  From  Notre- Dame  they  all  repaired 
to  the  church  of  St.  Louis,  the  commons 
iii  a  body,  the  nobility  and  the  clergy  fol- 
lowing them,  and  the  king  and  the  royal 
family  bringing  up  the  rear. 

"  Here  all  the  pomp  of  royalty,  and  of 
the  court,  was  difplayed. 

"  Divine  fervice  was  performed.  After 
the  gofpel,  the  bifhop  of  Nancy  afcended 
the  pulpit.  Religion  is  the  Jlrength  of 
kingdoms  \  religion  is  the  fole  and  never- 
failing  fource  of  their  profperity :  fuch  was 
the  divifion  of  his  difcourfe. 

"  It  was  prolix,  and  appeared  to  confift 
of  fhreds  tacked  together,  without  ideas, 
without  ftyle,  without  effed:.  It  was 
quite  another  fort  of  eloquence,  quite 
another  fort  of  infpiration,  in  a  word,  quite 
another  order  of  things,  that  we  had  ex- 
pected 
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pe&ed  in  this  auguft  affembly.  Every 
common-place  topic,  from  the  baptifm  of 
Clovis  to  the  illnefs  of  Louis  the  Well- 
beloved  *  at  Metz,  and  from  declamations 
againft  luxury  down  to  railing  againft  phi- 
lofophy,  found  room  in  this  extraordinary 
fermon.  It  was  but  too  plain,  that  the  ora- 
tor was  not  perfectly  fatisfied  with  himfelf, 
that  he  had  neither  plan  nor  fixt  objedt, 
and  that  he  entirely  miftook  the  jun&ure. 

"  There  was  one  paflage  which  met 
with  confiderable  applaufe.  The  point 
related  to  the  operations  of  the  treafury, 
to  the  wretchednefs  experienced  by  the 
country  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to. the  con- 
dition of  the  peafantry.  The  orator  con- 
cluded a  rhetorical  amplification  with  thefe 
words:  And  it  is  in  the  name  of  a  good 
king^  of  a  monarch  jujl  and  tender-hearted^ 
that  thofe  abominable  extortioners  praSlife 
*  The  late  king. 

C  3  fucb 
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fuch  barbarities.     The  church  refounded 
with  the  approbation  of  the  commons," 
"  Another  ftroke  is  worthy  of  obferva- 
I     tion.     France,  thy  will  is    suffi- 
cient !  The  whole  fermon  fhould  have 
been  ati  explanation  of  that  happy  text. 

"  The  frequent  panegyrics  on  the  king 
were  much  commended;    but  they  might 
have  been  brought  in  better,  and  delivered 
.    with  more  felicity  of  exprefliom 

"  The  apoftrophe  to  the  queen,  Daugh- 
ter of  the  CafarS)    rival  and  confidante  of 
the  beneficence  of  her  augufifpoufe  !  might 
have  been  more  oratorical,  and  lefs  awk- 
wardly introduced. 

"  This  difcourfe,  like  our  modern  tra- 
gedies, was  entirely  compofed  of  hemif- 
ticks:  never  was  there  a  finer  opportunity 
for  a  difplay  of  eloquence,  and  never  was 
fuch  an  opportunity  fo   completely    ne- 

gleded?'  , 

Account 
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Account  of  what  paffed  at  Vcrfailhs  on  the 
$th  of  Ma) v  1789. 

«  AT  length,  on  this  day,  the  opening 
of  the  ftates-general  took  place. 

"  Notice  had  been  given  to  the  deputies 
to  repair  to  the  hall  at  eight  o'clock.  They 
waited  a  long  time,  in  a  dark  and  narrow 
corridor,  before  the  bufinefs  of  calling 
over  the  names  was  begun ; .  and,  really, 
they  looked  more  like  a  crowd  of  mer- 
chants upon  'Change,  than  deputies  in 
the  veftibule  of  the  National  Aflembly. 

"  In  calling  over  the  names,  the  order  of 
the  bailiwicks  in  1614  was  followed.  It 
were  difficult  to  put  the  patience  of  the 
deputies  to  a  more  indifcreet  and  fatiguing 
trial  ;  and  one  might  readily  be  tempted 
to  imagine,  that  it  required  fome  inge- 
C  4  nuity 
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nuity  to .  dcvife  a  form  fo  capricious,  fo 
complicated,  fo  difgufting. 

"  The  coup  d'oeil  of  the  hall  was  fu- 
perb.  The  deputies  were  not  feated  un- 
til a  quarter  before  twelve,  and  the  king 
made  his  appearance  almoft  immediately 
after.  He  was  received  with  loud  ap- 
plaufe.  The  queen  placed  herfelf  befide 
him,  but  not  under  the  canopy,  on  a  feat 
fomewhat  lower  than  the  throne;  the 
royal  family  and  the  king's  attendants  fur- 
rounded  them. 

"  The  king  read  a  difcourfe,  in  which 
he  exprefled  much  purity  of  fentiment, 
and  manifefted  paternal  intentions.  He 
was  feveral  times  interrupted  by  acclama- 
tions; and  this  fort  of  interruption  ap- 
peared excufable,  and  even  ornamental, 
on  account  of  its  fincerity. 

"  The  keeper  of  the  feals  fpoke  for  a 

confiderable 
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confiderable  time;  but  three  fourths  of 
the  aflembly  did  not  hear  one  word  he 
faid. 

u  The  dire£tor-general  of  the  finances 
then  read  a  volume,  which  was  far  from 
being  a  fmall  one.    The  king,  in  finifliing 
hisdifcourfe,had  declared,  that  this  minifter 
fhould  lay  before  us  an  account  of  the  con- 
dition  of  the  finances;  and  thus  were  we 
deprived  of  the  pretence,  and  even  of  the 
means  of  difputing  the  word  of  the  di- 
rector-general,  who  was  not   entitled  to 
fpeak   in  the  ftates-general,  without  fpe- 
cial    permiffion,  fince  the  chancellor,  or 
the    officer   fupplying  his  place,    is   the 
only  commiffioner  of  the  king  who  fits  in 
that    aflembly.      M.   Necker   fpoke   for 
three  hours,  and  more. 

"  It  were  imprudent  to  attempt  giving 
an  account  of  a   fpeech    of  fuch   great 

length, 
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length,  without  having  it  before  on^'s 
eyes*. 

w  There  were  certainly  fome  very  beau- 
tiful details  in  it.  But  intolerable  tediouf- 
nefs,  innumerable  repetitions,  trifles  ut- 
tered with  pomp,  unintelligible  obferva- 
tions,  opinions,  and  proportions,  com- 
pofed  by  far  the  greater  part  of  it ;  not  a 
'  principle,  not  one  invulnerable  affertion, 
not  a  fingle  refource  that  might  be  ex- 
pected from  a  fiatefman,  not  even  one 
grand  expedient  becoming  a  financier,  no 
plan  of  reftoration,  although  fuch  had  been 
announced,  no  real  hajts  ofJlabilityy  albeit 
this  was  one  of  the  divifions  of  the  dit- 

*  In  this  third  article,  I  have  retrenched  feveral 
paragraphs,  containing  obfervations  on  various  par- 
ticulars of  the  above-mentioned  fpeech ;  they  are 
lefs  brilliant  and  lefs  jnterefting  than  thofe  which  I 
havefelefted.  W. 

courfe ; 
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courfe;  and  how  fhould  a  man,  who 
dares  not  talk  of  the  conftitution,  create, 
and,  above  all,  confolidate  another  order 
of  things  ? 

C(  His  auditors  were  intoxicated  with 
eagernefs  to  applaud  him,  and  they  did 
applaud  him  till  they  were  fatiated. 

"  If  it  could  be  rendered  confiftent  with 
decorum  to  beftow  applaufe  in  a  legifla- 
tive  aflembly,  there  was  one  little  bit 
which  feemed  to  merit  fuch  an  honour. 
It  was  that  relative  to  bankruptcy:  the 
dire&or-general  gave  us  the  ftrongeft  and 
moft  honourable  affurances,  that  there  was 
no  room  for  apprehenfion ;  and  it  were  a 
grand  fource  of  confolation  and  fecurity, 
if  the  means  indicated  by  the  minifter,  did 
not,  for  the  moft  part,  wound  public  cre- 
dit, and  endanger  punctuality  of  payment. 

"  M.  Necker  moreover  declared,  that 

the 
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the  king  had  recommended  to  him  to  give 
his  fentiments  in  his  name,  lefs  as  fove- 
reign,  than  as  the  guardian^  of  the  inter  efts 
of  the  nation. 

"  Let  U3  hope  that  the  minifter  of  the 
finances  will  at  length  underftand,  that 
it  is  now  no  longer  time  to  purfueunfteady 
courfes  ;  that  the  current  of  public  opinion 
is  irrefiftible ;  that,  if  it  do  not  aid  him,  it 
will  fink  him ;  that  the  reign  of  intrigue, 
like  that  of  aftrology*,  is  at  an  end  ;  that 
cabal  will  perifh  at  his  feet,  if  He  prove 
faithful  to  his  principles,  and  will  accom- 
plifh  his  rapid  downfal,  if  he  depart  from 
them  •  that,  ftrong  in  an  unheard-of  po- 
pularity, he  hath  nothing  now  to  dread 
but  the  defertion  of  his  own  caufe  ;  and 
that  if,  in  the  fituation  in  which  the  king- 
dom is  plunged,  an  indefatigable  patience 

*  Charlatanifme. 

be 
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be  neceflary,  an  inflexible  fteadinefs  is  no 
lefs  fo. 

"  Let  us  hope  that  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  nation  will  henceforward  entertain 
a  more  dignified  idea  of  their  functions, 
of  their  miflion,  of  their  chara&er ;  that 
they  will  not  confent  to  ad:  the  part  of  en- 
thufiafts,  at  any  price,  and  upon  every 
occafion  ;  that,  finally,  inftead  of  exhibit- 
ing themfelves  to  Europe,  in  the  light  of 
fchool-boys  juft  efcaped  from  the  ferula, 
and  intoxicated  with  joy,  becaufe  they  are 
promifed  a  week's  holidays,  they  will 
fhew  themfelves  as  men,  and,  as  men,  the 
flower  of  a  nation,  which,  in  order  to  be 
the  firft  on  earth,  requires  nothing  but  a 
conftitution  *. 

*  After  admiring  thefe  paragraphs  of  Mirabeau, 
fo  eloquent,  fo  full  of  wifdom,  can  our  reader*  for- 
bear exclaiming,  in  the  words  of  his  friend  and  edi- 

tor^ 
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tor,   w  The  lofs  which  France,  which  the  world 

hath  fuftained,  is  immenfe,  irreparable*  I"     The  if- 

# 

fue  of  revolutions  often  depends  on  a  fingle  citizen  : 
Thebes  rofe  and  fell  with  Epaminondas.  It. were  not 
altogether  an  ill-founded  aflertion,  to  fay,  that  the 
French  committed  an  important  miftake,  in  fo  foon 
diflblving  the  firft  aflembly,  or,  at  leaft,  in  not  re-. 
ele&ing  the  fame  men  who  had  compofed  it.  The 
impulfe  communicated  to  the  original  members, 
could  not  eafily  be  transferred  to  their  fuccefiors.  It 
was  fomething,  to  have  been  the  fathers  of  the  young 
conllitution,  to  have  hung  over  its  cradle,  to  have 
affifted  its  infant  efforts,  and  contra&ed  for  it  that 
crofyv,  that  natural  afFe&ion,  which  is  the  ftrongeft 
of  all  ties,  and  the  mod  durable.  It  was  fome- 
thing to  have  known  Mirabeau,  to  have  been 
nourifhed  by  his  inftru£Hon,  to  have  been  animated 
by  his  example,  to  have  liftened  to  him  when  his 
words  made  "  their  hearts  burn  within  them." — I  am 
afraid  that  thofe  legiflators,  in  their  anxiety  to  avoid 
a  new  fpecies  of  defpotifm,  have  done— what  I  hope 
they  may  never  have  reafon  to  repent.  W. 

*  See  the  preface  to  the  firft  volume. 

'Firft 
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December  io,  1789. 

Fir/i  Speech  ofM.  de  Mirabeau,  infup- 
port  of  his  motion  for  ejiablijhing  a  gra- 
dual progrejjion  in  the  elections  to  public 
offices. 

1HE  bufinefe  relative  to  the  municipali- 
ties was  now  finifhed,  and  the  aflembly, 
by  repeated  demonftrations  of  applaufe, 
had  evinced  to  its  committee  of  confuta- 
tion, how  well  fatisfied  it  was  with  their 
labours  and  their  zeaL 

MIRABEAU. 

"  THE  proposition  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  fubmit  to  you,  appears  to  me  to 
contain  an  eflential  fafe-guard  of  that  con- 
stitution, which  at  this  moment  we  are 
labouring  to  eftablifh.  The  reception 
7  which 
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which  you  have  afforded  to  moral  consi- 
derations, induces  me  to  imagine,  that 
your  attention  is  ever  obtainable,  when 
matters  of  legiflation  are  prefented  to  you 
in  that  light. 

"  In  the  motion  which  I  am  laying  be- 
fore you,  the  queftion  is,  whether  it  be 
expedient   to   fubjedt  to  a  gradual  pro- 
greflion,  the  members  of  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  civil  adminiftration?  You 
perceive,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  not  been 
feduced  by  an    ambition  to  become  the 
parent  of  new  and  untried  notions ;  it  is  in 
the  practice  of  the  beft  regulated,  the  beft 
eftablifhed  ftates,  that  I  have  difcovered 
traces  of  this  law ;  but  neither  its  anti- 
quity, nor  its  fimplicity,  will  be,  in  your 
eyes,  a  reafon  for  rejecting  it.     It  appears 
to  me  admirably  adapted  to  that  conftitu- 
tion,  which  is  the  work  of  this  affembly, 

and 
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and  to  bind  the  feveral  parts  of  it  toge- 
ther* 

a  Had  we  not  laid  down  equality  as  a 
fundamental  law,  it  might  perhaps  be  ob- 
jected, that  it  is  militating  againft  the  pre* 
judices  of  certain  individuals,  to  com- 
mence the  career  of  office  with  a  fubaltern 
poftj  but,  gentlemen,  it  behoves  us  to 
take  heed,  that  this  equality  which  we 
have  fan&ioned  for  a  law,  be  not  confi- 
dered  as  an  idle  chimsera ;  it  behoves  us 
to  take  care,  that  it  be  traced,  and  retraced, 
through  every  branch  of  the  conftitution; 
that  it  become  a  principle  which  cannot 
be  deftroyed ;  and,  as  a  cbnfequence  of 
our  political  eftablifhments,  that  man- 
ners, cuftoms,  fentiments,  fhould  bear 
relation  to  the  laws,  as  the  laws  relate  to 
the  model  of  reafon  and  to  the  nature  of 
things.  If  we  negled  the  fecret  caufes  of 
:  VOL,  II.  D  this 
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this  concord  j  if  we  omit  to  place  man  iff  & 
ftate  of  harmony  with  the  laws,  we  frail 
have  formed  a  beauteous  vifioft  of  philo-^ 
fophy,  bolt  we  ftiall  fiot  have  formed  a  con** 
ftitution.  The  fundamental  rules  of  goocf 
gotemmaht  are  obvious  j  but  to  connect 
thofe  rule*  fo  well  with  the  execution,  that 
obedience  to  the  law  miy  flow  from  the 
law  itfelf,  and  inure  the  citizen  to  the 
yoke  of  law*  by  all  the  force  of  concur-* 
rent  habits,  is  going  far  beyond  phikv 
fophy,  it  is  attaining  the  objed  of  the  le~ 
giilaton 

"  Is  not  a  gradual  progrefs  indicated  by 
fiature  hedetf,  in  all  her  works*  by  the  hu- 
man mind  in  afi  its  operations*  by  expe- 
dience in  all  her  maxims,  as  the  progrefs  to 
which  the  eternal  Author  of  all  beings  hath 
thought  it  good  and  fitting  to  fubjefk  us  ? 
Politics  are  a  fcience  j  adminifbration  is  st 

feknee 
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fcience  and  an  art :  but  government  em* 
braces  every  thing  that  is  great  in  human 
nature :  the  fcience,  on '  which  depends 
the  deftiny  of  ftates,  is  a  fecond  reKgion, 
both  from  its  importance  and  its  depth. 

"  Should,  then,  the  fnoft  difficult  of  all 
arts,  be  the  only  one  which  we  ought  not 
toftudy  ?  Muft  we  look  upon  it  in  the 
feme  light  in  which  we  confided  games  of 
hazard,  which  one  never  attempts  to  learn, 
becaufe  they  depend  upon  combinations 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  fagachy  ?  Muft 
we  reafon  upoif  politics,  in  a  different 
mode  from  that,  in  which  we  reafon  upon 
all  the  other  occupations  of  human  fife  ? 

"  If  experience  be  not  acquired  but  by 
degrees,  if  fhe  extend  her  fphere  by  little 
and  little,  if  the  progrefs  of  nature  be  to 
rife  in  gradation  from  the  fimple  to  the 
compound,  both  nature  and  reafon  mean, 
that  we  fhould  pafs  through  the  moft  fijn- 
D  2  pie 


3*  Speeches  (Jf 

pie  fun&ions  of  adminiftration,  before  we 
arrive  at  thofe  which  are  moft  compli- 
cated j  that  we  fhould  ftudy  the  laws  in 
their  effe&e*  and  even  in  their  aftioii*  be- 
fore we  obtain  permiffion  to  reform  them, 
and  to  dictate  new  laws  j  that,  in  fine,  we 
fhould  undergo  a  kind  of  trial,  which  re- 
moves  all  fufpicion  of  incapacity  or  cor- 
ruption, before  we  may  be  promoted  to 
the  great  afiembly  of  the  nation  *. 

"  t  am  now  going  to  offer,  in  fupport  of 
this  fyftem,  fome  obfervations  more  parti- 
cularly, and  to  anfwer  a  fpecious  objection. 

u  Should  you  decree,  gentlemen,  that 
it  (hall  be  indifpenfable  to  have  twice  ob- 
tained the  fuffrages  of  the  people,  as  a 

*  Something  like  this  might  remove  the  complaint 
in  this  kingdom,  that  too  many  of  our  fenators  af- 
,  fume  that  important  chara&er,  while  frefli  from  the 
birch  of  Eton  and  Weftmin  Iter.    W. 

member 
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member  of  fome  adminiftrative  aflembly, 
or  fome  tribunal,  in  order  to  become  eli- 
gible into  the  national  aflembly,  you 
would  ftamp  a  double  value  upon  elec- 
tions of  evtry  kind,  you  would  reduce 
thofe  who  look  forward  to  offices,  to  the 
fortunate  neceflrty  of  depending,  from  the 
very  outfet  of  their  career,  upon' the 
efteem  and  goodwill  of  their  fellow-cit** 
zens. 

M  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  you  would 
accomplifh  a  revolution  in  the  habits  and 
manners  of  youth,  who,  atprefent,  pro- 
ceed from  fiivoHty  t©  corruption,  from 
corruption  to  infignificance.  The  national 
jsle^Uons  would  no  longer  be  run  away 
with,  by  cabal,  by  family-influence,  by 
thofe  prejudices  invariably  but  too  much 
favoured,  in  conftitutions  the  moil  free ; 
you  would  feem  to  fay,  by  the  decsep 
D  3  which 
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which  I  propofe :  Whoever  .you  be,  do 
not  flatter  yourfelf  that  you  fhall  carry 
every  point,  without  having  previoufly 
earned  your  honours  by  biifinefs  and  by 
fervices  j  you  fhall  not  advance,  unlefs  by 
juftifying,  at  every  ftep,  the  opinion  of 
the  public  concerning  you j  you  fhall  be 
weighed  in  the  balance  of  experience,  and 
unceaflngly  compared  with  your  rivals. 
Intereft  may  open  the  gates  to  you ;  but, 
while  men  who  are  as  good  as  you,  are 
flowly  mounting  every  ftep  of  this  inftruc- 
tiye  ladder,  an  indulgence  mifchievous  to 
your  own  talents*,  fhall  not  lift  you  to 

"*  Excellent  ?— How  frequently  do  we  fee  a  (trip- 
ling hurried,  by  his  injudicious  family,  into  Par- 
liament, where 

"  He  ftruts  and  frets  his  hour  upon  the  ftagc» 
••  And  then  is  heard  no  more  j" 

and  who,  had  he  been  kept  a  little  longer,  might 
probably  have  rifen  to  eminence.    W; 

the 
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4fce  fummit,  without  your  having  given 
fome  pledge  for  fo  much  confidence  frpm 
the  nation. 

u  Again,  gentlemen ;  fuch  a  law  woui4 
become  a  i&oble  mean  of  preventing  thfe 
degeneration  of  a  clafs  of  men,  who,  in 
<every  part  of  the  globe  (with  fome  few 
exceptions,  which  are  therefore  the  more 
honourable),  feem  to  be  abafed  in  the  moral 
order,  in  proportion,  as  they  are  elevated 
in  that  of  civil  fociety. 

"  The  fecond  motive,  which^  I  declare, 
attra&s  me  irrefiftibly  towards  the  fyftem 
of  gradation,  is,  the  neceility  for  ren*- 
Bering  every  public  commiflion  interefting 
and  honourable,  for  diffufing  an  emu? 
Jation  of  honour  and  virtue  throughout 
the  municipalities,  for  enhancing  thfe 
value  of  popular  fuffrages,  even  when  they 
.confer  only  a  fubaltern  employment. 

D  4  "  You 


40  Speeches  of 

"  You  will  then  no  longer  have  any 
caufe  to  fear,  tfyat  tjie  municipalities 
fhould  be  difdained  by  fome,  a»  fituationp 
beneath  their  acceptance,  dreaded  by 
Ipthers,  as  offices  of  fatigue  and  tnnui% 
Abandoned  to  a  few  candidates,  who,  der 
ftitute  of  all  merit,  of  all  ability,  of  ail 
perfonal  confequence,  would  in  a  little 
time  make  them  cheap;  for  it  frequently 
happens,  that  employments  owe  all  their 
value,  in  the  eyes  pf  ipen,  to  the  idejt 
formed  of  thqfij  who  feek  for?  or  who  oc- 
cupy them. 

"  You  know,  gentlemen,  that  there  \s 
no  poft  in  fociety,  be  it  ever  £p  inconfi- 
derable,  wjiich  cannot  confer  luftre  upon 
him  who  is  without  any,  nor  pf  ever  fp 
little  profit,  which  prefents  not  a  refource, 
to  the  man  who  is  unprovided.  But  wi 
muft  exalt  the  municipalities,  above  the 

reach 
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reach  of  the  ambition  and  interefts  of 
candidates  of  this  defcription. 

**  If  the  Romans  had  not  concentred 
every  thing  within  the  walls  of  Rome, 
had  they  imparted   a  greater  degree   of, 
fplendour  to   the   municipal  adminiftra- 
tions,  had  they  made  them  die  firft  ftep 
in  the   Iadd«r  of  public  honours,    they 
would  not  have  been  obliged  to  make  laws 
of  reftraint  and  rigour,  in  order  to  compel 
the  inhabitants  of  the  provincial  towns  to 
ad  iq  burthenfome  capacities.  Thofe  laws 
are   yet  in  being;  they  bear  witnefs  to 
the.  errors  of  the  mafters  of  the  world. 

Let  us  avoid  thefe  errors ;  let  us  cherifli 
our  provinces ;  let  us  there  diffufe  a  ra- 
diance round  every  employment,  affigned 
by  the  fuffrage  of  our  country.  Let  us 
annihilate  that  unhappy  prejudice,  which, 
upon  the  ruins  of  our  ancient  diftindtions, 

would 
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would  infallibly  ere£t  diflin&ions  of  an*, 
other  kind;  which,  upon  the  wreck  of  the 
clafles  and  the  orders,  would  create  new 
clafles,  new  orders,  deriving  their  exiftence 
from  the  ele&ions  themfelves,  inevitable 
diflenfions  amongft  the  municipalities,  the 
adminiftrations  of  department,  and  the 
national  aflembly.  We  fhall  have  done 
our  duty  but  by  halves,  ihould  wc  negleft 
to  take  away  this  dangerous  refource  from 
pride.  But,  we  {hall  eftablifh  a  kind  of 
brotherhood  amongft  all  the  public  , 
functions,  fhould  the  leaft  important  of 
thofe  fun&ions  be  made  a  neceflary  #ep 
to  elevation ;  if  the  higheft  be  connedted, 
by  indifpenfable  tranfitions,  with  the 
lower  degrees  of  office ;  fhould  all  public 
honours  refemble  a  pure  ftream,  diftri- 
buted  through  different  channels,  but 
running  one  into  another,  perpetually 
4  limpid, 
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limpid,  and,  what  is  bell  of  all,  perpetu^ 
ally  the  fame.  This  filiation  of  employ- 
ments  wojald  produce  another  effect,  no 
lefs  "  devoutly  to  be  wifhed*;"  the  amw 
bition  of  men  would  become,  even  in 
places  of  the  loweft  confequence,  a  fecu- 
rity  for  the  zealous  execution  of  their  duty. 
How  powerful  is  that  legiflator,  who  hath 
difcovered  the  fecret  of  giving  this  moral 
direction  to  the  paffions,  who  hath  fuc- 
ceeded  in  fhewing  the  citizens  their  in* 
tereft  La  their  probity,  who  hath  the  happy 
talent,  of  ufing  their  predominant  inclina- 
tions, as  fo  many  mechanic  powers  for 
elevating  the  law  f!  Whatever  fundtkm 
a  perfon  exercifes,  when  it  is  only  a  tran- 
fitory  ftate  of  probation,  in  which  his  abi- 
lities, his  integrity,  are  appreciated,  with  a 

view  to  his  promotion  to  more  important 

*  Non  moins  avantagcux. 
f  Pour  les  leviers  de  la  loi. 

pofts, 
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ports,  from  that  moment  you  may  rely  ort 
his  unwearied  attention  to  conduct  himfelf 
irreproachably,  and  to  conciliate  the  efteem 
of  his  fellow-citizens. 

14  You  have  framed  wife  regulations  for 
fecuring  the  refponfibility  of  every  public 
officer ;  but  to  punHh,  to  overawe,  to  re- 
ftrain  by  dint  of  fear,  is  doing  little  :  in- 
ftead  of  whetting  the  fubtilty  and  fatal 
induftry  of  men,  to  counteract  the  laws 
by  eluding  them,  we  £hould  fix  their  ob- 
fervation  upon  the  motives,  which,  pene- 
trating to  the  bottom  of  the  heart,  render 
obedience  both  agreeable  and  eafy.  Se~ 
vere  laws  have  no  other  effedt,  than  to 
force  from  us  a  deceitful  and  degenerate 
fubmiflion  :  but  honour,  placed  as  a  de- 
pofit  in  the  fuffrages  of  the  people;  but 
hope,  dexteroufly  managed  from  poft  up 
to  poft,  and  from  fun&ion  up  to  func- 
tion; 
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tion  *;  but  ambition*  invited  to  dcferve 
every  thing,  where,  before,  flie  ufurped 
every  thing, — thefe,  gentlemen,  are  fecret 
fprings,  the  power  of  which  is  propor- 
tioned to  the  obftacks  to  be  furmounted, 
fprings  fo  tempered,  that  liberty  herielf 
muft  perifh,  ere  that  temper  can  be  de- 
ftroyedf, 

"  I  reft  with  confidence  upon  an  au- 
thority, refpe&able  in  the  eyes  of  every 
ofte,  who  is  a  friend  to  the  public  good. 
The  immortal  author  %  of  the  Social  Conr 
tra&  hath*   on  very  many  occafions,  be- 

#  Dc  place  en  place,  et  de  fon&ion  en  fonfiion. 

f  Des  reflbrts  qui  ont  la  trempe  indeftru&ible  de 
la  liberie. 

%  Rouffeau.     A  great  man,  had  he  confined  him- 
self to  politics  and  romances,  and  forborne  to  trifle* 
with  Chriflianity.  W- 

flowed 


-f , 


1 


46  Speeches  of 

flowed  the  highcft  p raifes  on  the  fyftem 
of  gradation,  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
lay  before  you.  In  the  glorious  days  of 
Rome,  fays  he,  they  pafled  through  the 
praetorfhip,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  con- 
fulate.  Integrity,  adds  the  fame  author, 
could  not  be  carried  to  a  higher  pitch, 
than  it  was  amongft  the  quaeftors  of  the 
Roman  armies,  fince  the  quaeftorfhip  was 
the  firft  ftep  towards  attaining  the  curule 
magiftracies. 

"  It  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  obferve,that,  in 
the  fyftem  of  gradation,  offices,  otherwife 
obfcure,  become  ennobled  by  the  perfpec- 
tive  of  thofe  which  are  more  elevated: 
men  naturally  mount  upwards  to  the  level 
of  their  hopes.  Would  you  animate  every 
portion  of  the  kingdom ;  would  you  dig* 
nify  even  the  meaneft  employments  j  let 
fervices  be  the  only  road  to  advancement, 

and 
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and  let  every  public  ftation  be  preparatory 
to  fome  other. 

"  But^  it  will  be  faid,  we  are  going  to 
trefpife  on  the  freedom  of  elections.  Wd 
have  laid  it  down  as  a  principle*  that  they 
ought  to  depend  on  confidence  alone,  and 
we  are  going  to  prefcribe  limits  to  confi- 
dence.— I  do  not  believe,  gentlemen,  that 
this  objedHoh  is  well  founded. 

"  To  fix  on ,  a  certain  meafure  of  for- 
tune, or  on  a  certain  degree  of  birth,  and 
fet  it  up  as  the  condition  of  eligibility,  is 
ftriking  at  all  thofe  whd  belong  not  to  this % 
league,  is  pronouncing  their  exclufion,  is 
difinheriting  them  of  their  natural  right ; 
but,  to  attach  to  the  progrefs  of  promotion 
rules  which  equally  extend  to  all,  which 
leave  to  all  the  fame  lights,  the   fame 
hopes,  which  are  pointed  againft  privileges 
in  favour  of  equality,  is  not  wounding  the 

principle, 
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principle,  it  is  a&ing  as  its  protedor  and 
guardian. 

a  What,  then?  fhail  the  unlimited 
principle  of  the  freedom  of  ele&ion,  ex- 
tend to  the  condemnation  of  thofe  very 
laws,  which  we  have  adopted  from  free 
ftates,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  tran* 
fition  of  employments,  of  compelling  the 
renovation  of  them,  after  a  certain  number 
of  years !  Shall  this  principle  condemn  the 
laws,  which  fix  the  age  of  majority  civil 
and  political !  But  if  the  objeft  of  the  law 
hath  been,  to  be  allured  of  the  experience 
and  judgment  of  thofe  .who  afpire  to  pub* 
lie  offices,  fince  judgment  and  experience 
depend  lefs  on  length  of  life,  than  on  the 
ufe  that  one  hath  made  of  it,  the  requiring 
a  noviciate,  in  order  to  become  eligible  into 
the  legiflative  body,  is  entering  thoroughly 
into  the  fpirit  of  that  law. 

"I  be- 
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u  I  befecch  you,  gentlemen,  to  make, 
with  refpeft  to  confidence,  an  obfervation 
,  peculiar  to  a  reprefentative  government,, 
fuch  as  ours. 

"  We  are  ele&ed  by  a  (ingle  depart- 
ment, and  we  become  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  whole  kingdom.  We  are  not  even 
elected  by  all  the  citizens  of  a  department ; 
but  by  a  fmall  number  of  delegates  from 
amongft  them. 

"  Hence,  in  my  opinion,  refults  a  truth, 
which  cannot  be  controverted,  and  that  is, 
that  the  confidence  which  the  legiflativc 
body  is  to  enjoy,  were  precarious,  if  means 
were  not  difcovered  of  doubling  it,  in  fomt 
meafure. 

a  Obferve  how  much  broader  a  bafis 
you  are  giving  to  confidence,  by  making 
it  thus  bear  upon  the  fyftem  of  gradual 
election ;  we  fhall  have  nothing  to  appre- 
hend from  the  firft  choice  of  fedficed  elec- 
<.      vol,  ii.  E  tors, 
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tors,  of  elc&ors  impofed  upon,  perhaps 
corrupted;  but  every  choice  they  make 
feaH  be  juftified  beforehand,  by  the  proofs 
{hewn  by  the  candidate,  both  of  his  ta- 
lents and  his  virtues.  Such  cledfcions  are 
likely  to  be  by  fo  much  the  more  popular, 
as  a  greater  number  of  citizens  will  have 
participated,  diredly  or  indirectly,  in  thd 
appointment  of  the  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Affembly, 

*  Hie  ele&ors  may  then  fay  to  their 
fellow-citizens :  Our  choice  hath  been  di- 
tc&ed  by  yours;  we  do  not  prefent  you 
with  an  unknown  man/  His  fervices  have 
gone  before  him  like  a  herald  *,  and  the 
voice  of  the  public  hath  recommended  him 
to  our  favour, 

"  As  for  the  provinces,  they  will,  by 
thefe  means,  give  one  another  mutual  fe- 

*  fit  eft  ptfcedl  4*  fe»  {mice*. 

curities, 
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fcurities,  that  neither  cabal,  nor  intereft, 
nor  complaifance,  nor  venality,  nor  popu- 
lar caprice,  nor  fudden  whim,  fhall  aban- 
don the  fate  of  the  empire  to  corrupt  or 
(illy  representatives.  Thus  fhall  the  pro* 
vinces  experience  a  more  profound  calm, 
more  perfect  tranquillity,  upon  the  faith  of 
public  reaibn ;  the  fovereign  decrees  ihall 
meet  with  more  refpeft,  and  moral  opi* 
nion  Ihall  become  their  beft  authority. 

"  To  eftablifh  confidence  on  a  more 
folid  foundation,  is  not  making  an  attempt 
to  injure  her  :  no  objection,  then,  fhould 
be  ftarted  againft  the  fyftem  of  gradation, 
upon  the  ground  of  one  of  its  greateft  ad* 
vantages. 

u  Should  the  moral  and  political  confe- 
derations, which  I  have  juft  now  laid  be*- 
fore  you,  determine  you  to  fan&ion  this 
experimental  and  gradual  progrefc,  it  will 
E  2  be 
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be  expedient  to  appoint  a  time  at  which 
it  fhall  take  place,  and  from  which  it  fhall 
be  rigidly  obfervedi  To  ordain  that  it 
fhall  commence  immediately*  were  to  de- 
fire  an  impoffibility ;  but  in  the  fpace  of 
eight  or  ten  years,  the  number  of  citizens 
whb  fhall  have  pafTed  through  the  muni- 
cipalities, the  tribunals,  the  departments, 
or  this  aflembly,  will  form  fuch  a  fund  of 
able  candidates,  as  will  prefent  an  immenfq 
field  to  the  electors, 

"  I  move  you  to  come  to  the  following 
refolutionst 

"  i.  That,  from  the  firft  day  of  Janu* 
ary,  1797,  no  perfon  fhall  be  capable  of 
being  ele&ed  member  of  the  National  A£- 
fembly,  unlefs  he  have  been  honoured*  at 
leaft  twice,  with  the  fufirages  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  member  of  fome  adminiftrative  a£- 
femblies  of  department,  of  diftrift,  or  of 

the 
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the  municipalities  j  or  unlefs  he  have  fik 
led,  during  three  years  at  leaft,  an  offiqe  of 
jnagiftracyj  or,  in  fine,  unlefs  he  have 
been  once  alr^dy  a  member  of  th?  Nar 
tional  Aflemblp 

"  2.  From  the  year  1795,  no  perfon 
Jfliall  be  eleded  member  of  the  afl^mblie? 
of  department,  injlef§  he  fcave  already  ex- 
ecuted furjidipns  in  the  aflemblies  of  dif- 
Jxidt,  or  in  the  municipalities. 
;  fc  3*  And,  in  order  that  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  thefe  points,  may  not  require  top 
advanced  an  age  in  the  candidate,  every 
a&ive  citizen  Ih^li  he  eligible  to  municipal 
employments,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  twenty-one  years." 

The  affembly  liftened  to  tfyis  difcourfe 

with  a  degree  of  attention,  expreflive  of 

their  opinio^  of  the  importance  of  a  quef- 

jtion,  at  once  fo  new  and  fo  interefting. 

E  3  However, 
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However,  as  fbon  as  the  firft  article  was 
read,  the  discontents  manifefted  by  fomq 
interrupted  the  leading  of  the  remainder, 
M.  de  Mirabeau  in  yain  declared,  that  the 
three  articles  cpmpofed  but  one.  Yon, 
will  have  fuffident  time %  added  ht9Jhr  de- 
monflrating  their  perverfe  and  wicked 
'weaning*.  It  was  not  till  after  a  confider- 
able  interval,  that  he  finished  the  reading 
qf  the  decree,  and  that  one  could  judge 
by  the  applaufe  giyen,  that  the  Afiembly 
*was  at  leaft  divided  in  opinion. 

He  had  fcarce  defcended  from  the  tri- 
bune, when  M.  Barnave  took  his  place. 

u  Jf,*  Add  he, "  in  order  to  annihilate  the 
conftitutioq,  at  a  fingle  blow,  it  were  Suf- 
ficient to  envelop,  in  fome  moral  ideas, 

*  Thefe  words  are  a  ftrong  proof,  that  Mirabeau 
knew  what  weapons  his  enemies  might  employ 
againft  him. 

and 
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$ad  fome  fcraps  of  erjudition,  principles 
the  moft  oppofite  to  the  declaration  of 
rights,  and  to  our  decrees,  the  JWfcnjdber 
who  fpoke  lift  might  flatter  himfeif  ihjtf 
he  had  produced  th*t  effect  upon  you  J 
but,  fortunately,  he  hath  armftd  you 
jfrgainft  the  fedudtipa  of  his  eloquence } 
and  often  have  we  been  obliged  to  feefe 
for  reafon  and  the  public  good,  antf  dft  that 
multitude  of  elegancies,  with  which  he 
ufually  embellifhes  his  fentiments.  Thi$ 
necefijty  appears  tOrd^y  ii*  a  manner  ftill 
more  ftriking." 

And  then  M.  Barnave  attacked  the 
paction  upoa  thefe  grounds ; 

i.  It  was  contradictory  to  feveral  decrees, 
gnd  retarded*  for  fereral  yeass,  the  time 
appointed  for  admiffion  to  public  offices* 

2,  It  tended  to  unite,  inafmalJnumber 
E  4  of 
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of  perfons,  the  municipal,  adminiftrative, 
and  Icgiflative  powers. 

3,  Men,  who,  by  their  ftudies,  might 
have  fitted  themfelves  for  a  place  in  the 
National  Affembly,  would  find  themfelves 
under  the  neceflity  of  palling  through  em- 
ployments, for  which  they  were  not  at  all 
adapted. 

And,  after  having  promulgated  thefe 
three  mighty  motives,  for  reprobating  the 
projeft,  M.  Barnave  thus  exprefled  himfelf : 

"  The  conclufion  which  I  am  to  draw, 
hath  been  already  provided  for  me  by  the 
member  who  fpoke  laft.  I  do  not  con- 
ceive, how  any  one  can  propofe  to  a 
nation,  to  make  a  law  which  cannot  be 
executed  in  lefs  than  ten  years :  I  know 
not  whether  even  that  term  would  prove 
fufficient.     You  will  have  occafion,  fame 

year 
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year  or  other,  for  a  national  convention, 
for  the  purpofe  of  re&ifying  the  errours, 
'which  experience  fhall  have  {hewn  to  exift 
in  the  conftitution.  I  move  you  that  the 
motion  be  adjourned  to  the  time  of  Ifiat 
convention," 

M,  MIRABEAU, 

"  The  member  who  fpoke  laft,  appears 
to  have  forgotten,  that,  though  rhetori- 
cians talk  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a  day, 
the  legiflator's  difcourfe  is  directed  to  fu-» 
jturity.  1  afk  leave  to  reply  to  him ;  but, 
as  I  am  fummoned  to  attend  the  committee 
of  ten*,  I  quit  the  aflembly,  in  order  to 
repair  whither  it  commands  me ;  and  I  re- 
queft  that  the  debate  be  adjournedf." 

The  debate  was  adjourned. 

Decem- 

*  Appointed  to  examine  different  plans  of  finance. 
f  In  what,  then,  it  will  be  afked,  confifts  the  fault 

of 
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December  15,  1789. 
The  motion  of  Mirabeau,    upon  the 
fyftcm  of  gradation,  was  the  order  of  the 
daf. 

It 

of  this  motion  of  Mirabeau  r— In  this— Hencefor- 
ward, fomething  more  (hall  be  requifite,  to  entitle 
a  candidate  to  be  elefked  a  legiflator,  than  pro- 
nouncing from  fome  tribune,  or  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftreets,  thefe  grand  words,  People,  Liberty, 
Equality,  Regeneration,  Salvation  of  the 
Kingdom,  Abhorrence  of  Tyrants.  It  (hall  be 
neceffaTy  to  have  proved,  that  the  candidate  loves 
the  people  for  its  fake,  and  not  for  his  own  ;  that  the 
prime  objeG  of  his  love,  is  the  liberty  of  all,  and  not 
his  own  exclufively  •,  that  he  cherifhes  equality  by  fo 
much  the  more,  as  he  never  entertained  a  with  to 
be  himfeif  the  head,  or  even  the  member  of  an  iifr? 
perious  tribe,  which  feparates  itfelf  by  proud  dif- 
tin&ions  from  the  reft  of  the  community* ;  that  he 

pofleffes 

*  D'une  cade  imperative  ct  ifolee.-r-We  fcave  no  fuch  wore} 
as  ifoUxtcdy  at  lead  in  authors  of  good  authority.    W. 
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It  had  fcarcply  been  mentioned,  when 
JVL  Verchfcre  called  for  the  queftion  of  ad- 
journment* 

M.   Ckrmnt-Tvnn&rc  was  for  debate 

pg  it 

M.  Radercr  was  of  die  feme  opinion. 

f*  One  pf  the  reafons,"  faid  he,  "upoq 
yrhich  M.  Mirabeau  founds  his  motion, 
is  to  render  refpe&abie  it*  the  eyes  of  eyery 
citizen,  fueh  offices  as  are  the  firft  ftep  in 
the  feale  of  admioifttation.  Many,  fitted 
to  fill  ftations  in  the  municipalities,  will 

pofleflcs  not  only  the  courage,  t>ut  likewife  the  abi- 
lity* to  co-operate  in  bringing  about  a  regeneratidn 
which  is  indifpenfabte  $  that  he  hath  the  virtue  to 
facri6ce,  to  thefalvat'wn  of  the  kingdom,  hi§  very  am- 
bition, nay,  even  his  felf-love ;  that,  in  fine,  he  not 
only  abhors  tyrants,  but  that  he  Kkewife  feels  no  ten- 
dency to  become  a  tyrant  himfelf.— It  is  evident, 
that  all  this  is  difficult  to  be  proved,  and  doubtlefs, 
the  eaficft  way  U,  to  ftiflc  the  difficulty  pf  the  proof. 

defpife 
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defpife  them,  fhould  thofd  ftations  be  fe* 
parated  from  the  other  public  employ-* 
roents.  When  confidering  them  as-  ^ 
ladder  to  the  fuperior  pofts,  they  will  im- 
mediately prefs  forward  to  occupy  them, 
although  the  effed  of  the  motion  Is  not  to 
take  place  until  the  year  tygy:  confe- 
fequently,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
motion  ought  not  to  be  adjourned. 

M*  Mirabeau  the  younger  faid :  What 
good  citizen  fhould  ftand  in  need  of  thft 
hope  of  arriving  at  fuperior  place,  to  pre- 
vail on  him  to  fill  a  poll  where  he  can  b$ 
ufeful  to  his  country  ?  Such  a  good  citir 
zen  were  an  intriguing  &c. 

M.  Duport  was  for  the  adjournment. 

M.  MIRABEAU. 

"  When  I  beheld  a  member  mount  the 
tribune,  with  a  reacjinefs  which  I  admired 

as 
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las  much  as  I  well  could,  for  the  purpofe  of 
attacking,  unpreparedly,  a  motion  which 
I  had  the  confcience  to  meditate  maturely, 
and  which  ftood  propped  upon  the  opi- 
nion of  Roufleau,  that  is,  of  the  man 
who  moft  reflected  Upon  the  ftate  of  hu- 
man affairs,  I  fhould  have  needed  only  to 
repeat  myfdf,  in  order  to  reply  to  him. 

"  I  was  fiimmoned  feveral  times  by  one 
of  your  committees,  and  I  defired  that  the 
debate  fhould  be  adjourned* 

"  When  I  heard  it  propofed*  that  the 
queftion  fhould  be  adjourned  to  the  year 
1 797,  I  thought  that  nothing  more  was 
•meant  than  a  ftroke  of  pleafant  raillery : 
in  fad,  this  is  the  firft  time  that  an  at- 
tempt hath  ever  been  made,  to  prevent 
legiflators  from  extending  their  views 
into  futurity, 

**  It  hath  already  been  obferved,  that,  to 

form 
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form  &  conftitution,  is  to  labour  for  th£ 
tim£  to  come,  is  to  forefee,  is  to  deter- 
mine long  beforehand,  the  manners,  the 
opinions,  the  habitudes  of  a  natiotu 
If  the  law  which  I  propofe,  be  as  the 
key-ftone  of  the  arch,  if  it  conne&  the  fe- 
veral  puts  by  one  common  point  of  union* 
you  ought  not  to  defer  fan&ioning  it,  al- 
though its  execution  be  neceffarily  retard-* 
ed.  Imagine  not  that  it  remains  even  as 
SLpierre  (Tattente*:  its  influence  will  b^gin 
to  operate  immediately,  both  on  thofe 
who  look  forward  to  a  {hafe  in  public  bu* 
finefs,  who  will  n6t  defpife  the  municipal 
employments*  and  on  the  electors,  who 
will  confer,  with  a  ntore  fcrupulous  choice* 
fuch  offices  as  are  moil  definable,  and  on 

•  A  corner-ftone  left  jutting  out  from  a  building, 
in  order  to  be  afterwards  conne&ed  with  another 
edifice* 

4  the 
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the  adminiftradons  theipfelves,  which  will 
be  looked  upon  as  a  ftate  of  probation. 

44  The  member  who  attacked  my 
motion  would  be  very  much  embarrafled, 
were  he  afked,  whether,  when  only  aii 
cnfign  in  the  regiment  wherein  he  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf*,  he  never  afpired  to  the 
commiffion  which  he  hath  at  prefent  the 
honour  to  bear.  I  know  not  for  what 
defcription  of  men  it  can  be  true,  that 
emulation  is  the  fame  with  intrigue  j  I 
know  not  in  what  clafs  of  angelic  beings, 
the  defire  of  doing  good  is  the  only  defire 
exifting :  fuch  perfe&ion  is  not  made  for 
this  world, 

44  I  do  not  think  it  becoming  the  wifdom 
and  juftice  of  the  AfFemMy,  to  prevent  me 
from  anfwering  obje&ions,  that  have  pro- 

*  Lorfqu'il  fervoit  dans  le  premier  grade  ou  a 
portoit  lea  armes  avec  diftin&ion. 

4uced 
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diieed  an  effcd  upon  my  motion,  which 
I  flatter  myfelf  I  am  able  to  deftroy.  If 
the  adjournment  be  to  any  fixed. period,  I 
will  not  fufier  a  murmur  to  efcape  me;  but 
if  it  be  indefinite,  I  muft  fay,  that  a  law, 
which  is  fandtioned  by  the  authority  of 
the  firft  genius  of  the  age,  and  which  even 
its  enemies  acknowledge  to  have  a  very 
moral  tendency,  is  treated  with  an  inde- 
corum, highly  unworthy  of  this  affem- 
bly. 

"  That  I  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
order  of  the  day,  I  afk  leave  to  anfwer  the 
objections.  Should  I  do  it  in  iuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  crufh  all  further  debate  upon  the 
fubje£t  *,  you  will  pronounce  your  deci- 
fion ;  fhauld  the  queftion  appear  to  you 
not  fufficiently  explained,  you  will  difcuft 
it,  or  you  will  adjourn  it." 

#  D'une  maniere  percmptoirc. 

The 
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The  Aflembly  came  to  two  refolutions ; 
firft,  to  adjourn  the  motion,  and  then,  to 
adjourn  it  indefinitely. 

The  honour  of  decreeing  the  moral 
propofkion  of  M.  Mirabeau,  is  referred, 
then,  for  a  fecond  legiflature;  let  U8  hope 
that  that  legiflature,  will  make  it  a  point 
of  confidence  and  of  zeal,  to  give  it  the 
foil  authority  of  law. 


December  29,  1789. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  Af- 
fembly  had  taken  cognizance  of  a  letter 
addrefled  to  M.  Necker,  by  M.  Trdnchin* 
in  the  name  of  the  city  of  Geneva, 

In  this  letter,  M.  Necker  was,  in  the 

firft  place,  made   acquainted    with    the 

penury  of  the  Genevans,  and,  in  the  next, 

•  commiffioned  to  ofier  to  the  National  Af- 

vol.  11.  F  fembly, 
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fembly,  in  the  name  of  the  republic,  a  gift 
of  nine  hundred  thoufand  livres,to  be  paid 
out  of  the  life-annuities  of  the  year  1789. 

M*  de  Valney  had  faid  :  u  It  is  very  evi- 
dent, that  the  government  of  Geneva  does 
not  owe  its  exiftence  to  the  free  confent  of 
the  nation,  but  is  merely  fupported  by  us 
as  guarantees.  If  we  may  credit  certain 
reports,  which  feem  to  merit  our  attention, 
this  generofity  is  far  from  being  gratuitous. 
It  is  connected  by  fome  thread,  which  we 
may  come  at,  with  the  guaranty  juft  rati- 
fied in  favour  of  the  party  of  the  Genevan 
ariftocrates,  in  oppofition  to  the  interefts 
of  the  republic  This  Aflembly,  by  ac- 
cepting a  pretended  gratuity,  woulcTap- 
-pear,  and  it  ought  not  to  appear,  to  pro- 
te<9:  engagements  contrary  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  liberty." 

In  confequence  of  thefe  judicious  ob- 

fervations, 
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fervatiofts,  which  were  felt  by  every  true 
friend  to  freedom,  the  queftion,  whether 
the  nine  hundred  thoufand  livres  fhould 
be  accepted,  had  been  adjourned. 

On  this  day,  M.  de  Volney^  beginning 
the  debate  on  the  acceptation,  read  the 
following  paragraph  of  a  letter,  which  had 
been  addrefled  to  him  by  certain  citizens 
of  Geneva  2 

Ext  raft  of  a  letter  from  MeJJrs.  Clavier e> 
du  Roveray,  and  Dumont^  to  Ml  Volney. 

u  We  will  not  fay  that  this  gift,  an- 
u  nbunced  by  the  Genevans  as  the  effe<3t 
"  of  their  particular  regard  for  M.  Necker, 
"  is,  either  the  price  of  his  civility,  or  a 
"  condition,  without  which  the  guaranty, 
"  granted  to  them  by  government,  was 
"  not  to  hold  good ;  but  we  affirm,  as 
"  fads  notorious  in  Geneva,  that  the  laft 
F  2  .  "  aflurancefr 
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u  aflurances  gitai  by  M.  Necker  to  th* 
u  magiftrates  of  this  city,  with  refped  to 
"  obtaining  the  guaranty,  agree,  in  point 
"  of  time,  with  the  invitation  made  to 
"  them  in  his  name,  to  intercft  themfeives 
w  in  the  patriotic  contribution : — that  the 
#4  fubferiptions  relative  to  that  matter* 
<l  commenced  almoft  at  the  feme  jun&ure  j 
u  —that  they  remained  open,  tOI  the  ar- 
"  rival  of  the  fall  powers,  by  virtue  of 
"  which  die  gttafatity  Was  figned ;— and 
u  that  it  Was  then  only,  that  the  final  rfe- 
"  fult  of  the  fubfeription  was  addrefled  ta 
*4  that  minifter." 

M.  dc  Volncy  concluded  with  advifing* 
that  the  offer  fhould  be  reje6ted* 
,  M.  Toulongcon  faid ;  "  Why  fhould  it 
be  fuppofed  that  the  Genevans  had  any 
pther  motive,  than  that  of  contributing 
jheir  (hare  towards  the  re-eftablifhment 

of 
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of  our  finances,  itnce  their  whole  fortune 
is  infeparably  connected  with  our  profpe- 
rity,  and  our  calamity  would  bring  on 
their  ruin?" 

MIRABEAU. 

"  This  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  gra* 
tuity  j  their  letter  is  Efficient  to  teach  us 
the  true  value  of  their  motives :  I  will 
jnot  at  prefent  talk  of  probabilities,  I  will 
only  comment  upon  what  they  them* 
felves  have  written  :  you  fee  there  but  toq 
much  to  confirm  yqu  in  that  diftruft, 
which,  by  an  inftindt  of  liberty,  you  felt 
at  the  very  moment  when  this  offering 
was  announced  to  you, 

"  What  is  the  nature  of  this  gift  ?  It  is 
not  a  patriotic  contribution.  The  Gene- 
vans have  long  enjoyed  the  honour  of 
having  a  country  of  their  own.  It  is  an 
F3  a<3 
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a£t  of  their  generofity,  it  is  a  philanthro- 
pic fuccour,  it  is,  fay  they,  a  precious  op- 
portunity which  ought  to  be  feized,  becaujh 
it  may  never  come  again*,  of  teftifying 
their  refpeSl^  their  devotion,  their  gratitude 
to  a  "beneficent  king,  to  a  generous  nation^ 
nvbo  have,  at  all  times,  interejled  them* 
felves  in  the  welfare  of  the  republic.  It  is 
not  here,  then,  that  we  find  that  contri- 
bution, which  is  the  object  of  our  decree ; 
and  nothing  can  be  lefs  like  even  the 
quarter  of  their  revenues,  than  thefe  nine 
hundred  thoufand  livres  which  are  of- 
fered to  us,  fince  Geneva  pofleffes,  in 
France,  annuities  to  the  amount  of  at  leaft 
twelve  or  fifteen  millions. 

"  Who  are  the  donors?  another  con*, 
fideration,  which  goes  beyond  mere  cu- 
riofity.     They  who  have  figned  that  let-. 

*  Urie  occafion  precieufe  et  unique  a  feifir. 
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ter,  arc  precifely   Genevan  ariftocrates,* 
that  is,  the  very  perfohs  who  have  inde- 
fatigably    endeavoured    to    fufpend    the 
fword   of  foreign   interference,  over  the 
heads  of  their  fellow-citizens.     Yes,  gen- 
tlemen, they  are  all  ariftocrates,  two   ex-? 
cepted,  who  belong  to  the  popular  party, 
and  who  may  have  been  impofed  upon, 
^s  a  member  who  hath  already  fpoken,. 
remarked*     But,  furthermore,  they  are 
all,  without  exception*  members  of  that 
government,  of  that  unremovable   bedy 
which  is  no  longer  ele&ed  by  the  people, 
and  which,  in  1782,  took  poffeffibrt  of  all 
the  rights  of  the  fovereign  aflembly,  like 
unnatural  children  who  would  bar  out  * 
their  father,  with  a  view  of  ufurping  his 
eftate. 

f<  The  letter  of  the  donors  informs  us, 

*  Interdire, 

F  4  that 
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that  the  pcrfons  who  have  figned  it  are 
members  of  a  committee,  appointed  by 
the  fubfcribers  to  forward  to  you  their 

gift 

"  I  cannot  perceive  the  effect  of  chance, 
in  thfe  coiftpofition  of  this  committee; 
but  I  perceive  in  it  the  intentions  of  the 
government,  which,  without  a&ing  of  it- 
felf,  is  defirous  of  being  confounded  with 
its  members;  and  I  perceive  them  ftilF 
better,  in  the  foiemnity  of  the  gift,  in  the 
intervention  of  the  republic's  agent,  and  in 
that  of  the  minifter  of  the  finances, 

4t  And  at  what  jun&ure  is  this  gift  pre- 
fented  to  you  ?  It  agrees  as  precifely,  in 
point  of  time,  with  the  guaranty  which 
they  obtained,  as  if  it  were  the  price 
and  the  compenfation  for  that  guaranty, 
Thefe  fufpicions  are  corroborated,  when 
we  find,  in  the  letter  of  the  donors,  that, 

far 
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far  from  being  the  furplus  of  abundance, 
this  prefent  is  a  facrifice  fnatched  from 
indigence  and  neceffity.  Singular  ge- 
nerofity !  What  ?  the  citizens  of  Geneva 
fee  around  them  a  people,  connected 
with  them  by  theftrongeft  relations,  by  the 
ties  of  blood,  by  the  focial  and  patriotic 
affe&ions;  they  are  witneffes  of  their 
want,  they  themfelves  draw  us  a  lugu- 
brious pi<£ture  of  it ;  and,  at  a  time  when 
their  beneficence  can  and  ought  to  be 
exercifed  in  favour  of  their  brethren,  they 
prefer  {battering  it  abroad,  difpatching  it 
to  diffant  places  *,  preceded  by  the  trum- 
pet of  renown;  they  offer  us  a  magnifi- 
cent prefent  fet  in  mifery  f.  They  for- 
get, that  our  delicacy  would  induce  us 
rather  to  offer  relief  to  them,  and  that  at 

*  Dc  Fcnvoyer  au  loin, 
f  Dans  le  cadre  (k  la  pufere. 

Jeaft 
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lcaft  we  might  iay :  Aroufe  thfc  languid 
arts,  fupport  your  manufactures,  invite 
plenty  into  your  laps,  before  you  dream 
of  offering  us  prefents,  which  humanity 
would  not  fuffer  us  to  accept,  unlefs  with 
this  condition,  of  ihowering  them  back 
"with  ufury  upon  your  famifhing  fellow- 
citizens*. 

[Here  thunders  of  applaufe  from  every 
quarter  of  the  Afembfy.] 
"  Every  one  of  thefe  refle&ions  origin 
nates  in  the  very  letter  of  the  donors :  but 
what  events  fhould  I  have  to  defcribe, 
were  I  to  found  the  depths  of  that  benefi- 
cence, of  that  interejl  which  we  have  at 
all  times  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the  re-* 
public,  and  which  animate  the  gratitude  of 
the  Genevan  ariftocrates  t  *  It  were  necef- 

*  Bravo ! — Que  pour  les  reverfer  avec  ufurc  fur 
les  indigens  de  votre  patrie, 

fary 
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fery  to  difplay  before  you  the  citizens  of 
Geneva,  in  1766,  wreftling  with  the 
pride  and  defpotifm  of  M.  de  Choifeul, 
who,  in  order  to  tread  them  down,  and 
punifh  them  for  their  noble  love  of  li- 
berty, wreaked  his  vengeance  on  them 
by  menaces,  by  laying  their  commerce 
under  an  interdict,  by  a  cordon  of  troops 
which  fliut  them  up  within  their  walls. 
It  were  neceflary  to  reprefent  to  you 
Geneva,  in  1782,  befieged,  ufurped,  the 
defenders  of  the  people  banifhed,  the  peo- 
ple itfelf  difarmed,  treated  like  a  conr 
quered  enemy,fubjeded  to  the  double  yoke 
of  military  and  civil  defpotifm,  and  five 
hundred  citizens  of  Geneva  fleeing  with* 
horror  from  their  oppreffed  country.  Such, 
gentlemen,  are  the  fervices  which  we  have 
done  the  Genevan  ariftocrates ;  fuch  the 
benefits  for  which  they  are  now  repaying 

us* 
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lis.  %  But  the  moment  is  not  yet  cojne, 
for  agitating  the  queftion  refpe&ing  na- 
tional guaranties,  for  examining  whether 
we  ftiall  leave  minifters  the  power  of  ei*^ 
tangling  France,  in  the  internal  difturb* 
ances  of  other  countries,  of  fowing  the 
feeds  of  future  difficulties,  wars,  expences, 
burthenfome  to  us,  abfurd  in  themfelves, 
and  odious  to  all  our  neighbours. 

w  That  queftion  will  be  brought  before 
you  by  the  Genevans  themfelves,  who,  at 
the  very  time  when  theingovernment  waa 
foficiting  the  guaranty,  began  to  unite, 
yet  flowly,  for  the  purpofe  of  afking  your 
leave  to  be  as  free  in  their  owtrcountry, 
as  you  are  defirous  of  being  here.  You 
will  then,  gentlemen,  have  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  what  thefe  guaranties,  thefe 
pretended  benefits,  have  done  both  for 
Geneva  and  France, 

"To 
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"  To  Geneva,  they  have  proved  a  co- 
pious and  continual  fource  of  troubles  and 
diftra£ions,  from  the  year  1738. 

"  To  France,  they  have  produced  a  fe- 
ries  of  bluoders,  of  faults,  of  ads  which 
dishonoured  the  nation,  were  it  poffible 
for  us  to  be  accountable  for  what  our 
miniftcrs,  or  their  dull  commiffaries,  did, 
in  the  name  of  the  nation,  when  the  na* 
tion  was  considered  as  nothing. 

"  This  hateful  labyrinth  of  intrigues  and 
injuries,  will,  fooner  or  later,  be  fubmkted 
to  your  infpe&ion  ;  and  it  will  be  for  you 
to  decide,  whether  fuch  guaranties  be  con* 
iiftent  with  morality  and  the  rights  of 
nations. 

"  It  is  for  you  now  to  eftimate  the  mag- 
nitude and  the  nature,  of  the  gift  which 
is  prefented  to  you,  and  the  purity  of  the 
motives  which  Jed  to  fuch  an  offering. 

"  I  mQve 
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"  I  move  you  to  come  to  the  following 
resolutions : 

"  That  the  prefident  fhall  return  for 
anfwerto  the  firft  minifter  of  the  finances: 
u  That  the  National  Affembly,  deeply 
u  affefted  by  the  diftreffed  ftate  of  the 
"  arts,  the  commerce,  and  the  manufac- 
"  tures  of  Geneva,  and  like  wife  by  the 
a  extravagantly  high  price  of  corn,  men- 
"  tion  of  which  is  made  in  the  letter 
"  communicated  by  the  minifter,  is  of 
"  opinion,  that  the  nine  hundred  thoufand 
"  livres,  which  are  offered  to  it  in  that 
u  letter,  would  be  applied  with  more  pro- 
"  priety,  if  employed  in  relieving  the  Ge* 
"  nevans  themfelves,  and  that,  cogfe- 
"  quently,  it  hath  come  to  a  refoWtion 
"  not  to  accept  them." 
[Fre/b  applaufc  bore  witnefs^  that  M.  de 

Mirabeau  had  completely  met  the  ep.i-. 

nion  of  the  Affembly.] 

retfA 
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After  having  heard  the  Abbe  Mfcury, 
whofe  fentiments  coincided  with  thofe  of 
M.  Mirabeau,  it  was  refolved,  moft  una- 
nimoufly,  that  the  offer  of  the  Genevans 
fhould  be  reje&ed,  and  that  the  prefident 
{hould  communicate  the  faid  refolution  to 
the  firft  minifter  of  the  finances. 


January  22,  1790. 

Speech  upon  the  motion  for  expelling  the 
Abbi  Maury ,  who  had  made  ufe  of  ex- 
prejjions  offenfive  to  the  Ajfembly* 

During  a  debate  on  a  report  made  by 

the  committee  of  finances,   upon   fome 

bufinefs  relating  to  the  liquidation  of  the 

public  debt,  the   Abbe  Mattry  had  be- 

:  haved  ia  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  incur  the 

.  difpleafure  of  the    AfTembly.     Without 

troubling 
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troubling  the  reader  with  the  debate  it- 
felf,   and  the  fevcral  amendments  pro- 
pofed,  I  take  up  the  afiair  of  the  Abbe 
Maury  at  the  following  paragraph  of  the 
French  editor. 
The  plan  of  the  decree  is  read* 
The  Abbe  Maury  dam  into  the  tribune, 
declaims  againft  that  part  of  the  Aflembly, 
which  would  fain,  fays  he,  obftrud  the 
verification  of    the  debt  (no  foul   had 
thought  of -it),  and  addrefled  it  in  fhefe 
words  a  la  Brebeuf*:  u  I  defire  that  thofe 
men,  to  whom  nature  hath  refufed  the  x 
leaft  fpark  of  courage,  and  to  whom  lhe 
hath    given  no   other  recompenfe  than  ^ 
fhame,   may  anfwer  me  in  this  Affem- 
bly— " 

Here  the  orator  is   interrupted,    and, 
amidft    fymptoms  of  -difapprobation  the 
*  Some  perfon,  probably,  whofc  ftylc  referobled 
that  of  the  Abbe. 

6  moil 
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moft  unequivocal,  the  motion  for  his  ex- 
pulfion  is  made  and  applauded. 

M.  MIRABEAU. 

u  The  vexatious  incident  which  trou- 
bles this  debate,  affords  you  an  ample 
proof  that  choler  is  an  evil  counfellor :  for 
the  member  who  hath  juft  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  offend  you,  hath  dire&ly  counter- 
acted the  fuccefs  of  his  opinion,  which 
was  actually  triumphant,  at  the  moment 
when  he  flood  up  as  its  defender.  Let 
us  imitate  neither  his  violence,  nor  his 
want  of  dexterity.  Let  us  be  calm,  fince 
we  are  about  to  perform  the  office  of 
judges.  But,  gentlemen,  before  I  give 
my  fentiments,  as  to  the  conduct  which, 
it  behoves  you  to  purfue  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  allow  me  to  requeft  the  prefident,  to 
ftate  exa&ly  the  point  for  deliberation." 
vol.  ii.  G  Here 
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Here  the  flame  breaks  out  again  with 
redoubled  fury ;  one  fide  of  the  hall  calls 
for  the  expulfion  of  the  Abbe  Maury ; 
M.  Guillaume  declares  himfelf  the  author 
of  the  motion,  and  perfifts  in  requiring, 
that  the  prefident  be  authorized  to  write 
to  Peronne,  to  the  condiments  of  the 
Abbe,  for  the  purpofe  of  requefting  them 
to  recall  their  deputy. 

Mirabeau  wifhes  to  be  heard,  but  is 
oppofed  by  M.  Montlaufier,  who  takes 
upon  him  to  foretell,  that  M.  Mirabeau 
is  about  to  make  fome  very  violent 
motion. 

M.     MIRABEAU. 

"  Had  I  not  been  interrupted  by  the 

member  who  fpoke  laft,  he  might  already 

have  known,  that  it  is  more  fatisfa&ory* 

*  Plus  (imp'e. 

7  -  to 
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to  Men  than  to  divine,  and  that,  in  ge- 
neral, the  trade  of  prophecy  is  far  from 
being  an  unerring  one.  It  is  already 
evident,  that  I  have  not  affronted  the  un- 
derftanding*  of  this  aflembly,  by  defiring 
the  prefident  fhould  ftate  the  propofition, 
upon  which  I  was  going  to  deliberate. 
In  the  firft  moments  of  that  indignation, 
which  fo  naturally  feized  the  aflembly, 
your  ears  were  ftruck,  gentlemen,  with 
the  word  expulJion\  I  faw  ftarted,  on  a 
fudden,  a  grand  queftion  of  public  right, 
which  certainly  is  neither  decided,  nor 
reduced  into  proper  form  ;  and  as,  in  this 
umverfal  ferment,  it  might  be  prejudged 
in  a  manner  highly  mortifying,  I  have 
afcended  the  tribune,  in  order  to  endea- 
vour to  prevent  fuch  prejudication.  It  is  fo 
painful  to  rife  to  fpeak,  when  one  hath  no 

*  Deffervi  la  raifon. 

G  2  opinion 
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opinion  to  give  but  what  bears  hard  upon 
a  colleague,*  that  no  other  motive  what- 
ever fhould  have  fwayed  me*  But  I  con- 
fidered  it  my  duty,  to  warn  the  juftice 
of  this  aflembly,  and  to  remind  it,  that, 
ere  the  expulfion  of  a  member  be  decreed, 
it  becomes  us  to  inquire  whether  we 
poflefs  the  right,  and  that  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftance  is  not  favourable  to  a  difcuflion 
of  fuch  folemnity.  A  few  moments  have 
proved  fufficient  to  fhew  M.  Guillaume, 
that  it  was  more  conformable  to  the  prin- 
ciple, which  at  leaft  is  not  difputed,  to 
confine  himfelf  to  a  declaration  of  the  pre- 
fumed  incapacity  of  the  Abbe  Maury,  by 
requefting  his  conftituents  to  nominate  an- 
other deputy;  and  this  very  fevere  fen- 
tence,  gentlemen,  you  moft  unqueftionably 
have  a  right  to  adopt* 

"  I    would  obferve,  however,  that   if 

the 
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the  paffionate  behaviour  of  the  Abbe 
Maury  can  neither  be  juftified  nor  fuffered, 
it  yet  carries  with  it  a  fpecies  of  excufe. 
Undoubtedly  the  Abbe  Maury  was  not 
himfelf,  when  he  fpoke  in  a  manner  fo 
injudicious. .  His  culpable  apoftrophe  was 
directed  to  no  particular  perfon,  who  can 
be  named  as  the  intended  obje£t.  Had  he 
meant  it  for  the  aflembly  at  large,  it  were 
a  kind  of  facrilegious  phrenzy,  which  per- 
haps ought  to  fubje£t  him  only  to  the 
punifhment  due  to  madmen.  Had  he 
named  any  of  us,  it  would  have  been  in- 
cumbent on  you  to  procure  fatisfa&ion 
to  the  infulted  member ;  but  nothing  like 
this  was  the  cafe.  The  fa£t  committed  by 
the  Abbe  Maury,  was  only  a  fcandalous 
burft  of  paffion,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
merits  only  a  chaftifement  of  fimple  difci- 
pline  j  and  my  advice,  therefore,  is,  that 
G3  the 
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the  Abb6  Maury  be  qenfured,  and  that 
the  cenfure  be  recorded  on  the  journals. 
Sir  [addrejjing  bimfelf  to  M*  de  Mont* 
lauf%er\  fhould  you  have  guefled  at  this 
conclufion  ?" 

The  Abbe  Maury  now  afcends  the  tri- 
bune, attempts  to  juftify  himfelfi  but  with 
ah  aukwardnefs  very  unconciliating ;  at 
length  he  calls  upon  M.  Mirabeau,  to 
mention  in  what  particular  bis  'mode  of 
reafomng  bad  been  abfurd^  and  bis  ex~ 
prejjlons  injurious* 

M.  MIRABEAU. 

w  I  might  decline  fpeaking  of  the  ab~ 
furdity  of  the  mode  of  reafoning,  fmqe  that 
is  not  the  count  upon  which  the  Abbe 
Maury  is  indicted,  and  becaufe  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  every  one  is  at  full  liber- 
ty, to  talk  as  abfurdly  as  he  can  and  as  he 

pleafes. 
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pleafes.  However,  in  order  to-  anfwer 
the  challenge  juft  given  me,  I  will  fay, 
thai  I  thought  it  an  abfurdtty^  to  conclude 
that,  becaufe  the  affembly  was  inclined 
to  verify  the  non-conftituted  debt,  k  was 
not  inclined  to  verify  the  debt  which  was 
co«nftituted,  and  alfo,  to  make  an  out- 
rageous declamation  upon  an  imaginary 
opinioo,  which  no  perfon  in  this  affembly 
had  fuggefted. 

H  With  refpeft  to  what  I  find  injurious 
in  the  exprefSons  of  the  Abbe  Maury,  I 
am  forry  that  he  compels  me  to  mention 
them  again ;  but  I  fhall  do  it  briefly,  and 
with  fimplicity* 

"  Had  the  Abbe  Maury  confined  him* 

fetf  to  this  part  of  what  he  uttered :  Ide- 

Jlre  that  tbofe  men^  to  whom  nature  hath 

refufedthe  leqfifpark  of  courage  y  and  whom  # 

Jhe  hath  not  even  recompenfed  byjhame^  it 

G  4  'might 
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might  be  contended,  that  that  was  only  a 
figure  of  rhetoric,  inapplicable,  and  in  a 
bad  tafte  ;  but  thefe  words,  that  they  may 
anfwcr  mey  even  though  one  were  to  fe- 
parate  them  from  the  reft,  as  he  would 
fain  do  with  thefe  words,  in  this  ajfemblyy 
are  a  dired  and  pointed  apoftrophe,  and, 
confequently,  it  is  utterly  impoffible  to 
juftify  them.  Now,  we  underftood  them 
fo  clearly,  at  leaft  in  that  part  of  the  hall 
where  I  was  feated,  that  we  all  cried  out : 
//  is  for  the  Abbi  Maury  alone^  to  ajk 
the  quejiion  and  to  anfwer  it. 

"  But,  gentlemen,  this  whole  debate  is 
fo  auftere,  and  fo  indignant*,  that  God 
forbid  I  fliould  prolong  it  by  unneceffary 
refle&ions.  In  my  mind,  it, were  for  the 
intereft  of  even  the  Abbe  Maury  himfelf, 
to  curtail  it,  and  I  doubt  that  his  apology, 

*  Si  trifle  et  fi  faftidieux. 

adorned 
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adorned  by  the  roaring  of  rage*,  will  con- 
duce to  make  my  opinion  be  confidered 
as  too  fevere,  an  opinion  in  which  I 
perfrft." 

The  debate  was  lengthened  out  ftill 
further;  but,  at  laft,  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  Abbe  Maury  fhould  be  cenfured, 
and  that  the  cenfure  fhould  be  recorded 
on  the  journals. 

*  The  Abbe,  amongft  other  things  which  he  had 
faid  in  his  j  unification,  had  given  vent  to  thefe  ,ex- 
pTeflions  :  *A  man  who  mounts  the  tribune  without  any 
preparation^    and  who  is  incejfantly  interrupted  by  the 

roaring  of  rage Here  he  was  overpowered  by  the 

clamours  of  the  affembly. 


Apjtit 
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Apkil,  19,  1790. 

Speech  on  the  propofttion  for  annulling  the 
imperative  mandates ,  and  for  fixing  the 
renewal  of  the  AJfemblyy  after  com- 
pleting the  conjlitution. 

The  powers  of  fome  of  the  deputies 
were  on  the  point  of  expiration,  as  their 
commiflions  were  limited  to  a  year. 

It  became  neceffary  to  provide  againft, 
to  prevent,  the  diforganization  of  the  Af- 
fembly. 

The  committee  of  conftitution  propofed 
to  decree;  1.  That  the  National  Affembiy 
could  not  be  renewed,  until  the  conftitu- 
tion were  completed  ;  2.  That  the  com- 
miffions  of  the  deputies  were  null  and  - 
void,  with  refpett  to  the  duration  of  the 
exifting  feflion* 

This  propofal  found  a  yiolent  opponent 

in 
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in  the  Abbe  Maury.  $ut  the  Abbe 
Maury  fpoke-  for  a  long  time,  and  faid 
nothing.  The  hackneyed  argument,  that 
the  deputies  were  the  deputies  of  the  baili- 
'  wicks ,  before  they  became  thofe  of  the  na- 
tion y  and  that,  confequentlyy  they  pwed 
obedience  to  their  conftituents,  was  exhi- 
bited under  a  thoufand  different  forms, 
and,  neverthelefs,  the  friends  of  the  Abbe 
Maury  were  the  only  members  who  conr- 
fidered  it  as  conclufive, 

MIRABEAU. 

"  I  cannot>  without  the  deepeft  iadigna- 
tion,  hear  ill-minded  declaimers  inceffantly 
oppofe  the  nation  in  the  National  Affembly, 
and  make  efforts  to  excite  a  fort  of  rival- 
fhip  between  them  j  as  if  it  were  not  by 
the  exertions  of  the  National  Affembly, 
that  the  nation  hath  difcovered,  recovered, 

re- 
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re-acquired  all  her  rights !  as  if  it  were 
not  by  the  exertions  of  the  National  A£- 
fembly,  that  the  French,  until  then  an  un- 
conftituted  aggregation  of  difunited  tribes, 
are  truly  become  a  nation  !  as  if,  encom- 
pafled  by  the  monuments  of  our  labours, 
of  our  dangers,  of  our  fervices,  we  could 
become  the  obje&s  of  public  fufpicion,  and 
formidable  to  the  liberties  of  the  people! 
as  if,  while  the  eyes  of  the  two  worlds  are 
fixed  upon  you,  the  fortunate  enthuftafm* 
•  of  a  great  revolution,  the  grand  fpe&acle 
of  your  glory,  the  gratitude  of  fo  mapy 
millions,  even  the  pride  of  a  generous  con- 
fcioufnefs,  which  fhame  would  not  fuffer 
to  belie  itfelf,  were  not  a  fufficient  pledge, 
for  your  fidelity,  your  patriotifm,  and 
your  virtue! 

*  Le  fanatifme  heureux. — Fanatifme  is  a  bad  word 
to  be  applied  in  fuch  a  fenfe.-   W. 

"  A  mem- 
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u  A  member  who  hath  already  fpoken, 
hath,  in  combating  with  great  art  the  fyf- 
tem  of  the  committee,  defined  the  na- 
tional convention  to  be,  a  nation  aflem- 
bled  by  proxy  *,  for  the  purpofe  of  giv- 
ing itfelf  a  government.     This  definition 
is  manifeftly  very  inaccurate,  or  very,  in- 
complete.    Eh  !  why  might  not  a  nation, 
which  can  form  a  convention  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  giving  itfelf  a  government,  with 
equal  reafon  form  one,  in  order  to  change, 
to  modify^  to  reform  the  exifting  govern- 
ment?  Undoubtedly,  the  Abbe    Maury 
will  not  deny  that  the  French,  afTembled 
in  convention,  would  not  poflefs,  for  in- 
fiance,  the  right  of  augmenting  the  royal 
prerogative. 

"  The  faqie  member  hath  afked,  how, 
from  fimple  deputies  of  bailiwicks,   we 
*  Une  nation  aflemblee  par  fes  reprefentans. 

were 
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were  fuddenly  transformed  into. a  national 
convention  ?  I  will  anfwer  him:— On  the 
day,  when,  finding  the  hall,  where  by 
right  we  fhould  have  afTembled,  fhut  up, 
furrounded,  polluted  by  a  foreft  of  bayo- 
nets *,  we  ran  to  the  firft  place  which  could 
receive  us,  and  there  took  an  oath  to 
perifh,  fooner  than  fuffer  the  then  order  of 
things  to  fubfift  ;  on  that  fame  day,  if  we 
were  not  one  before,  did  we  become  a 
national  convention.  The  deputies  of  the 
people  formed  a  national  convention, 
when  defpotifm,  by  an  a£t  of  frenzy  truly  . 
facrilegious,  attempted  to  hinder  them 
from  fulfilling  their  facred  miffion ;  they 
formed  a  national  convention,  for  the 
purpofe  of  putting  an  end  to  arbitrary 
power,  and  of  defending,  from  all  vio- 
lence, the  rights  of  the   French   nation/ 

*  Fermee,  heriflee^fouillee  de  baionnettes. 

You 
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You-  perceive,  gentlemen,  that   I  defpife 
craft;  that  I  difdairr  all  fubtilties;  it  is  not 
by  metaphyseal  diftin&ions,  that  I  attack 
particular  oaths,  oaths  taken  indifcteetly 
or  rafhly,  oaths  of  which  the  National  AC- 
fembly  will  not  judge,  of  which  it  does 
not  become   her  to  take  cognizance.     I 
will  not  even  avail  myfelf  of  all  my  advan- 
tages  ;  I  will  not  afk  whether,  being  com- 
miffioned  to  frame  a  conftitution,  we  have 
not   been    empowered  by  {hat  very  cir- 
cumstance, to  do  every  thing  that  might 
be  neceflary  to  the  finifhing,  the  eftablifh- 
ing,  the  fortifying  that  conftitution;  whe- 
ther the  inftru&ions  which  gave  in  charge 
to  us  the  regeneration  of  France,  did  not 
thereby  confer  on  us  unlimited  powers, 
as  to  that  objed;  whether  the  king  him- 
felf  have  not  pronounced  this  word  rege- 
neration, and  thereby  admitted  all  its  con- 

fequences; 
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fequences ;  whether,  in  the  circumftances 
attending  the  revolution,  and  by  which 
we  have   been   agitated,  we   could,   we 
ought  to   have  interrogated  our   confti- 
tuents,  loft  in  cowardly  confutations  the 
invaluable  time  for  a&ion,  and  left  our 
infant  liberty  to  be  ftruck  with  a  death's 
wound,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  fcruples  of 
the  numerous   hoft   of  profelytes,  with 
which   all    eftablifhed    authority    is  fur- 
rounded,      I  fay,  that,   let  our   powers 
have  been  what  they  might,  at  the  junc- 
ture, when,  convoked  by  lawful  authority, 
we  aflembled   in    one  great  body,    they 
changed  their  nature  on  the  20th  of  June, 
becaufe  that  change  was  neceflary  to  the 
falvation  of  our  country ;  that,  if  they  had 
need  of  any  extenfion,  they  acquired  it 
on  that  memorable  day,  when,  wounded 
in  our  dignity,   in  our  rights,  in  our  du- 
ties, 
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ties,  we  bound  ourfelves  to  provide  for 
public  fafety,  by  the  oath  never  to  fepa- 
rate,  till  the  conftitution  fhould  be  fixed 
upon  the  bafis  of  (lability  *• 

"  The  wicked  attempts  of  defpotifm, 
the  perils  which  we  have  charmed  f,  the  » 
violence  that  we  have  fubdued,  are  the  i 
titles  by  which  we  fit  here ;  they  have 
been  fandtioned  by  our  fuccefs ;  the  re- 
iterated adherence  of  every  part  of  the 
empire,   hath  given  them  the  ftamp  of 

law,  hath  fan&ified  them, 

"  Let  thofe  who  have  caft  upon  us  the 
ftrange  reproach,  of  having  ufed  new 
words,  to  exprefs  new  fentiments  and  prin- 
ciples, new  ideas  and  inftitutions,  now  feek, 
in  the  vain  vocabulary  of  vulgar  things, 
the  definition  of  the  words,  national  con- 

*  Ne  fut  etablie  et  affirmie. 
f  Que  nous  avons  conjures. 
vol.  ii.  H  vention. 
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vzntivu  Called  forth  by  the  alarm-bell  ) 
of  neceffity,  the  loud  aijd  awful  peals  of  ^ 
which  no  clamour  can  overcome  \  our 
national  convention  is  above  all  imitation, 
as  it  is  above  all  authority ;  h  is  accounta- 
ble to  itfelf  alone,  and  cai*.  be  judged  but 
by  pofterity  (i). 

"  Gentlemen,  you  are  all  acquainted 
with  that  fublime  trait  in  the  charader  of 
that  Roman,  who,  in  order  to  fevie  his 
country  from  the  effefts  of  a  vile  confpi- 
racy,  had  been  obliged  to  exceed  the 
powers  entrufted  to  him  by  the  laws. 
A  captious  tribune  required  him,,  to  fwear 
that  he  had  refpe&ed  the  laws.;  hop- 
ing, by  this  infidious  propofal,  to  reduce 
the  conful  to  the  dilemma,  of  either  in- 

*  Provoques  par  rinvincible  tocfin  de  la  neceflite. 
(i)  Bravo! 

.„     curring 
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curring  the  guilt  of  perjury*  or  of  making 
an  embarraffing  declaration :  Ifwear,  faid 
that  great  man,  I /wear  that  I  bavefaved 
the  republic.  Gentlemen, — I  fwear  that 
you  have  been  the  faviours  of  your  counr 
try—. 

Few  fpeeches  have  produced  more  e£- 
fed:,  than  that  which  I  have  juft  reported. 
The  applaufe  was  loud  and  reiterated. 

The  plan  of  the  committed  was  paffed 
into  a  law. 


May  15,  1790. 

On  the  14th,  the  ptefident  received  a 
letter  from  M.  de  Montmorin,  minifter  for 
foragnaffairs,  informing  him  that,  in  con- 
fequence  of  certain  warlike  preparations 
then  carrying  on  in  England,  his  majefty 
H  2  had 
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had  thought  fit  to  order  an  armament  of 
fourteen  fhips  of  the  line,  in  the  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean,  the  Ocean,  &c. 

The  debate  upon  this  letter  took  place 
on  the  following  day. 

M.  de  Biron  fpoke  firft.  It  was  his 
opinion,  that  the  king  fhould  be  thanked, 
for  the  meafures  which  he  had  taken  for 
the  prefervation  of  peace,  and  invited  to 
lay  before  the  afTembly  the  wants  of  the 
marine  department. 

M.  Alexandre  de  Latneth  obferved,  that 
the  queftion  arifing  from  the  letter  of  the 
minifter,  fuppofed  the  decifion  of  ano- 
ther, which  the  aflembly  had,  as  yet,  not 
thought  proper  to  difcufs ;  namely,  whe- 
ther the  right  of  making  war  and  peace, 
belonged  to  the  people  or  to  the  king. — 
He  thought,  that,  previous  to  coming  to 
any  rcfolution  upon   the  meafures  taken 

by 
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by  the  king,  with  refpeft  to  the  Englifh 
armament,  it  was  neceflary  to  pronounce 
upon  the  conftitutional  queftion,  which 
he  had  intimated  to  the  aflembly. 

The  opinion  of  this  laft  fpeaker  was 
fupported  by  Meffieurs  Barnave,  Broglie, 
and  Robertfpierre — oppofed  by  Meffieurs 
Duport  and  Goupil. 

MIRABEAU. 

"  I  mean  not  to  fpeak  yet,  with  regard 
to  the  meflage  in  queftion,  although  I 
have  made  up  my  mind  upon  that  fubjedt. 
I  fliall  examine,  whether  the  conftitu- 
tional queftion  be  entitled  to  a  pre- 
vious difcuffion.  I  requeft  that  my 
opinion  be  not  prejudged.  This  mode 
of  eluding  the  queftion,  to  which  the 
letter  of  the  minifter  hath  given  rife,  is 
unreafonable,  inconclufive,  imprudent, 
H  3  and 
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and  without  object.  I  fay  that  it  is  un- 
reafonable  and  inconclufive,  becaufe  the 
meflage  of  the  king  might  exift,  even 
though  we  fhould  have  determined,  that 
to  the  nation  belongs  the  right  of  making 
war  or  peace.  The  right  of  arming,  of 
fuddenly  putting  himfelf  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  will  ever  be  the  right,  of  the  fu- 
preme  executor  of  the  nation.  Allow 
me  to  make  ufe  of  an  ordinary  expreffion: 
the  marechaujjee  external  and  internal,  by 
fea  and  by  land,  ought  always,  confides 
ing  the  emergency  of  a  cafe  of  fudden 
danger,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
king.  I  fay,  again,  that  this  mode  of 
eluding  the  decifion  is  inconclufive,  be- 
caufe it  were  going  on  the  fuppofition, 
that  the  order  iffued  by  the  king  for  the 
armament,  is  illegal. 

"  Certain  it  is,  that  in  every  fociety, 

the 
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the  provifional  is  in  force  until  the  defini- 
tive be  determined :  now,  the  king  hath 
the  provifional ;  therefore,  he  might  le- 
gally give  orders  for  an  armament.  I  fay, 
in  the  next  place,  that  this  mode  of  eluding 
the  queftion,  is  hot  prudent.  Suppofing, 
that,  in  fa£t,  the  previous  difcuflion  of  thfe 
queftion  of  right  were  neceffary,  our  de- 
bate would  occafion  delays,  which  would 
furnifh  a  pretext  for  faying,  that  we  had 
obftru&ed  the  meafures  taken  to  infure 
public  tranquillity,  and  the  fafety  of  our 
commerce.  I  admit,  that  the  right  of 
making  peace  or  war  ihould  be  difcufled 
incontinently,  and  I  move  for  an  adjourn- 
ment, the  fhorteft  that  can  well  be.  But, 
undoubtedly,  this  great  queftion  ought 
neceflarily  to  be  prepared  beforehand,  ty 
the  committee  of  coriftitution  ;  it  involves 
many  other  queftions.— Is  it  poffible  that 
H  4  yo 
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you  wifh  to  fufpend  the  debate  upon  the 
king's  meffage  ?  Are  you  not  well  aware, 
that  the  fupplies  are  unprovided  for  ?  Are 
you  not  well  aware,  that  twenty-four 
fliips,  armed  merely  becaufe  England  was 
arming,  can  be  to  you  no  objeft  of  ap- 
prehenfion  ? 

"  The  extraordinary  aid  demanded 
from  you,  is,' gentlemen,  but  too  neceflary ; 
it  is  not  dangerous.  Would  not  a  refufal 
expofe  you  to  the  murmurs  and  refent- 
ment  of  the  merchants  ?  But  too  many 
means  are  employed  already  to  excite 
fuch  difcontent.  To  thank  the  king  for 
the  meafures  which  he  hath  taken  for  the 
prefervation  of  peace,  is  exhibiting  to  the 
nation  the  armament  in  the  light  of  #. 
grand  precaution  ;  it  is  the  way  to  beget 
confidence  in  every  heart.  But,  if  you 
go  to  tell  the  people,  that  you  muft  fuf- 
pend 
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pend  all  your  labours,  in  order  to  learr*  to 
whom  belongs  the  right  of  making  war 
or  peace,  the  people  will  fay  in  return : 
Precautions  are  not  the  only  point  in 
queftion,  the  war  is  ready  to  burft  upon 
our  heads. 

"  Thus  it  is  that  public  affairs  are  in- 
jured apd  undone,  by  difleminating  idle 
apprehenfions.  Were  minifterial  man- 
oeuvres fraught  with  nation-Jlaying  pro- 
jects *,  it  were,  at  moft,  a  confpiracy  of 

\ 
pigmies ;  no   perfon   can   imagine,  that 

fourteen  fhips  put  into  commiffion,  are 
an  objedfc  capable  of  frightening  the  con- 
futation. Though  the  conftitutional  quef- 
tion were  decided,  the  king  might  do 
what  he  hath  done ;  he  might  take  fudh 
meafures  as  it  became  him  to  take,  faving 

?  Nation-homicides. — Mirabeau    hath    coined   the 
word,  and  his  tranflator  mult  counterfeit  it. 

the 
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the  eternal  refponflbility  of  mimfters. 
You  canilot,  therefore,  difpenfe  with  at-, 
tending  to  the  king's  meflage.  Accord- 
ingly^  the  queftion  is  reduced  to  Ahis 
point,  not  whether  the  king  could  arm, 
for  of  that  there  is  no  doubt,  but  whether 
the  fupplies  demanded,  be  neceflary,  a 
matter  as  little  doubtful.  I  give  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  meflage  of  the  king  be 
taken  into  immediate  confideration." 

After  long  debates,  the  form  of  a  decree 
prefented  by  Mirabeau,  was  adopted  in 
the  following  terms : 

"  The  National  Aflembly  decrees,  that 
its  prefident  fhall,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  attend  the  king,  for  the  purpofe  of 
thanking  his  majefty,  for  the  meafures 
which  he  hath  taken  for  the  prefervation 
of  peace.  The  Aflembly  decrees,  more- 
over, that,  on  to-morrow  the  1 6th  of  May, 

the 
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the  order  of  the  day  ihall  be  the  following 
qufcftion  relative  to  the  conftitution: 
Ought  the  nation-  to  entrujl  the  king  with 
the  ex er rife  of  the  right  of  making  war  and 
peace?" 


May  20,  1790. 

Firfl  Speech  on  the  right  of  making  Wat 
and  Peace. 

From  the  16th,  the  grand  queftion 
ftated  in  the  decree  of  the  15th,  was  the 
fubjedi  of  the  moft  brilliant  debates* 

A  great  number  of  orators  had  now 
been  heard.  Some  were  for  attributing 
to  the  king  exclusively,  the  right  of  mak- 
ing war  and  peace.  Others  claimed  like- 
wife  the  exclufive  exercife  of  that  right, 
for  the  legislative  body, 

MIR  A- 
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MIRABEAU. 
u  In  rifing  to   fpeak   upon  a  fubjeft, 
which,  for  thefe  five  days  paft,  hath  oc- 
cafioned    fuch    long    debates,    my    fole 
motive  is  to  re&ify*  the   ftate   of  the 
queftion,  which,  in  my  mind,  hath  not 
been   fixed  where  it  fhould  have  been. 
Urgent  peril  at  the  prefent  moment,  dan- 
gers of  no  common  magnitude  in  future, 
ought  to  have  roufed  all  the  attention  of 
patriotifm  :  but  this  important  queftion  is 
Kkewife  accompanied,  with  a  danger  pe- 
culiar to   itfelf.     Thefe  words,  war  and 
peace,  found  loftily  to  the  ear,  awake  and 
deceive  the  imagination,  inflame  the  mod 
imperious  of  the  paffions,  pride  and  cou- 
rage, are   conneded   with   the   grandeft 
obje&s,  victories,  conquefts,  the  fate  of 
empires,  above  all,,  with  liberty,  with  the 

*  Etablir. 

duration 
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duration  of  that  infant  conftitution,  which 
every  Frenchman  hath  fworn  to  maintain; 
and  when  a  queftion  of  public  right,  pre- 
fents  itfelf  with  fo  impofing  an  afpeft, 
what  attention  fliould  not  one  pay  to 
onefelf,  in  order  to  reconcile,  in  fo  folemn 
a  difcuffion,  the  cool  reafon,  the  pro- 
found meditation  of  the  ftatefman,  with 
that  emotion,  fo  excufable,  which  the 
fears  that  furround  us  muft  infpire  ? 

"  Are  we  to  delegate  to  the  king,  the 
exercife  of  the  right  of  making  war  and 
peace,  or  ought  we  to  attribute  it  to  the  le- 
giflative  body  ?  It  is  thus,  gentlemen,  it  is 
with  this  alternative,  that  hitherto  the  quef- 
tion hath  been  ftated ;  and  I  confefs  that 
this  manner  of  ftating  it,  would  render  it  a 
queftion  not  to  be  folved  by  me.  I  do  not 
think  that  we  can,  without  annihilating 
the  conftitution,  entruft  the  king  with  the 

exereife, 
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exercife,  of  the  right  of  making  peace  or 
war ;  as  little  do  I  think,  that  we  can  ex- 
clufively  adjudge  this  right  to  the  legifla?- 
tive  body,  without  preparing  for  ourfelves 
dangers  of-  another  kind,  and  equally  to 
be  dreaded.  But  are  we  under  an  obliga- 
tion to  make  an  exclufive  choice?  Can 
we  not,  in  favour  of  one  of  the  functions 
of  the  government,  at  once  partaking  both 
of  adtion  and  of  will,  of  execution  and  of 
deliberation,  make  the  two  powers,  which 
conftitute  the  national  ftrength,  and  have 
been  fan&ioned  by  our  conftitution  ? 

"  Before  we  come  to  any  decifion  upon 
this  new  point  of  view,  I  muft  firft  exa- 
mine, in  concert  with  you,  gentlemen, 
whether,  in  the  pra&ice  of  war  and  peace, 
the  nature  of  things,  their  irreliftible  pro- 
grefs  point  not  out  to  us  the  junctures, 
when  each  of  the  two  powers  may  a£t 

feparately, 
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feparately,  the  points  of  contad  where 
their  co-operation  commences,  the  func- 
tions which  are  common  to  them,  and 
thofe  which  are  peculiar^  the  moment  for 
deliberation,  and:  the  moment  which  calls 
for  a&ion.  Be  aflured,.  gentlemen,  thgi: 
fuch  an  inquiry  wiH  condud  us  much 
more  readily  to  the  truth,  than  if  we  were 
to  confine  ourfelves  to-  fimple  theory,    / 

"  And  firft,  is  it  for  the  king  or  for 
the  legislative  body,  to  maintain  foreign 
connexions,  to  watch  over  the  fafety  of 
the  empire,  to  make,  to  order  the  prepa- 
rations neceflary  for  its  defence  ? 

"  Should  you  determine  this  firft 
queftion  in  favour  of  the  king,  and  I 
know,  not  ho§w  you  can  determine  it  other- 
wife,  without  creating  in  the  fame  king* 
dom  two  executive  powers,  you  are  by 
that  alone  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that, 
7  frequently, 
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frequently,  a  firft  a£t  of  hoftility  fliall  be 
repulfed,  before  the  legiflative  body  hath 
had  time  to  manifeft  any  fymptoms,  either 
of  approbation,  or  of  difapprobation.  Now, 
what  is  fuch  a£t  of  hoftility  committed 
and  repulfed,  but  a  ftate  of  war,  if  not  in 
will,  at  lead  in  fad  ? 

"  I  paufe  at  this  firft  hypothefis,  in 
order  to  make  you  fenfible  of  its  truth 
and  of  its  confequences.  A  fquadron  is 
fent  out  for  the  prote&ion  of  our  colonies ; 
troops  are  ftationed  upon  our  frontiers. 
You  admit  that  thefe  preparations,  that 
thefe  means  of  defence,  appertain  to  the 
royal  authority.  Now,  if  that  fquadron 
be  attacked,  if  thofe  troops  be  threatened, 
will  they,  ere  they  defend  themfelves, 
wait  till  the  legiflative  body  {hall  have  ap- 
proved or  difapproved  the  war  ?  No,  un- 
doubtedly.'   I  conclude,  from  that  fingle 

circumftance, 
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circumftance,  that  war  exifts,  and  that  the 
fignal  for  itThath  been  given  by  neceflity. 
Hence  it  arifes,  that,  in  almoft  every  cafe, 
there  can  be  no  room  for  deliberation, 
unlefs  in  order  to  determine,  whether  a 
firft  a&  of  hoftility  fliall  be  followed  up 
with  confequences,  that  is,  whether  the 
ftate  of  war  fhould  be  continued.  I  iky, 
in  almoft  every  cafe ;  in  fad,  gentlemen, 
it  will  never  become  a  queftion  with  the 
French,  whofe  conftitution  hath  fo  lately 
refined  their  ideas  of  juftice,  to  make  or 
to  concert  an  ofienfive  war,  that  is,  to 
attack  the  neighbouring  ftates,  when  thofe 
ftates  give  us  no  caufe  to  complain  of 
them.  Upon  this  fuppofition,  undoubt- 
edly, deliberation  fhould  take  the  lead  of 
preparation ;  but  fuch  a  war  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  a  crime,  and  X  intend  to 
make  it  a  fubjeft  of  an  article  of  decree. 
VOL.  n.  I  "The 
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The  point,  then,  under  difcuffion, 
relates  only  to  a  defenfive  war,  where  the 
enemy  hath  committed  hoftilities;  and 
here  we  find  ourfelves  in  a  paffive  ftate 
of  war:  or  where,  without  hoftilities 
having  been  as  yet  commenced,  the  pre? 
parations  of  the  enemy  give  notice  of  the 
intention;  and  in  that  cafe,  the  peace 
being,  by  that  fingle  circumftance,  dis- 
turbed, preparations  of  defence  become, 
on  our  part,  indifpenfable. 

"  There  is  a  third  cafe;  which  is, 
when  it  is  neceffary  to  determine,  whether 
a  right  contefted  or  ufurped  fliall  be  re- 
fumed,  or  aflerted  by  force  of  arms  ;  and 
I  fhall  not  forget  to  enlarge  upon  it ;  but, 
until  then,  I  do  not  fee  that  there  can  be 
any  occafion  for  the  legiflative  body  to  de- 
liberate. The  time  will  come,  when  the 
preparations  for  defence,    exceeding  the 

ordinary 
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ordinary  eftimates,  the  neceflity  for  mak- 
ing ftill  greater  preparations  muft  be  no- 
tified to  the  legiflative  body,  and  it  is  my 
purpofe  to  ftate  to  you  what  are  its  rights 
in  that  cafe. 

"  But  how !  you  will  fay,  fhall  not  the 
legiflative  body  be  at  all  times  poflefled, 
of  the  power  of  preventing  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ftate  of  war?  No; 
fqr  that  would  be  like  afldng,  whether 
there  be  any  method  of  preventing  a 
neighbouring  nation  from  attacking  us; 
and  what  method  Should  you  take  ? 

iC  Would  you  make  no  preparations? 
you  will  not  repel  hoftiliries,  but  endure 
them.  The  ftate  of  war  will  remain  the 
fame. 

*  Will  you  charge  the  legiflative  body 
with  the  care  of  making  defenfivc  prepa- 
rations? you  will  not  thereby  prevent  the 
I  2  attack 
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attack;  and  how  would  you  reconcile  fuch 
a&ion  of  the  legiflative  body,  with  that  of 
the  executive  power? 

"  Will  you  compel  the  executive  pew* 
er,  to  notify  to  you  its  mod  incpnfider** 
ble  preparations,  its  mod  unimportant 
meafures  ?  you  will,  by  fo  doing,  violate 
every  rule  of  prudence ;  the  enemy,  ac* 
quainted  with  all  your  precautions,  all 
your  meafures,  will  make  fport  of  themj 
you  will  render  preparations  nugatory;  ft 
were  better  not  to  order  them, 

"  Will  you  limit  the  extent  of  the  pr^ 
paragons  ?  But  can  you  do  ft),  with  re* 
fped  to  all  the  points  of  contact,  which 
conned  you  with  Europe,  India,  Ajne-r 
rica,  the  whole  globe?  But  muft  not 
your  preparations  be  proportioned  to 
thofe  made  by  the  neighbouring  ftatea? 
But  may  not  hoftilities  as  well  commence, 

between 
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between  two  fhips  as  between  two  fqua- 
drons?  But  will  you  not  be  obliged  to 
grant,  every  year,  a  certain  fum,  for  un- 
expected armaments  ?  Muft  not  that  fum 
b&  according  to  the  extent  of  your  coafts, 
to  the  importance  of  your  commerce,  to 
the  diftance  of  your  tranfmarine  pof- 
feflions,  to  the  ftrength  exerted  by  your 
eftemies  ?  Neverthelefs,  gentlemen,  I  feel 
as  forcibly  as  any  one,  how  rteceffary  it  is 
to  take  care,  that  our  vigilance  be  not  fur- 
prifed  by  fuch  difficulties :  for  it  is  of 
moment,  that  there  fliould  exift  fome 
check  upon  the  executive  power,  to  pre- 
vent it  from  abufing  even  the  right  of 
watching  over  our  fecurity ;  from  wafting 
immenfe  fums  in  ufelefs  armaments ;  from 
levying  forces  for  itfelf,  under  pretence 
of  leading  them  againft  an  enemy ;  from 
exciting,  by  too  great  an  apparatus  of  de- 
I  3  fence, 
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fence,  the  jealoufy  or  the  fear  of  our 
neighbours.  Undoubtedly,  we  muft  guard 
againft  thefe  evils ;  but  the  natural  courfe 
of  events  (hews  us,  how  the  legiflative 
body  may  reprefs  abufes  of  this  kind ;  for, 
on  the  one  hand,  fhould  there  be  a  ne- 
ceffity  for  armaments  more  confiderable, 
than  the  war-extraordinaries  are  equal  tof 
the  executive  power  may  not  undertake 
thenl,  without  being  duly  authorized; 
and  the  right  will  remain  with  you,  of  in- 
lifting  upon  a  negotiation  of  peace,  of  re- 
futing the  fupplies  demanded.  On  the 
other  hand,  will  not  the  immediate  noti- 
fication, which  the  executive  power  fhall 
be  obliged  to  make,  refpedting  the  ftate  of 
war,  whether  impending  or  commenced, 
leave  you  all  the  means  imaginable  of 
watching  over  public  liberty  ? 

"  Here,  gentlemen,  I  take  in  the  third 

cafe 
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fcafe  of  which  I  have  fpoken,  that  of  a  war 
to  be  undertaken,  for  the  recovery  or  the 
eonfervation  of  a  pofleffion  or  a  right ;  a 
cafe  which  belongs  to  the  defeription  of 
war   definitive.     It   feems  at  firft  view* 
that,  in  fuch  an  hypothefis,  the  legiflative 
body  wbiild  have  to  deliberate,  even  with 
refpedt  to  thd  preparations  $  but  endeavour 
to  apply  this  cafe,  endeavour  to  realize 
this  hypothefis.     Is  any  right  ufurped  or 
contefted?  The  executive  power,  charged 
with  what,  relates  to  foreign  connexions, 
attempts*  at  firft,  to  recover  the  right  by 
negotiation.     Should  this  firft  ftep  prove 
unfuccefsful,  and  the  right  be ,  of  import- 
ance, ftill  leave  to  the  executive  power  the 
right  of  preparing  for  defence ;  oblige  it 
to   notify  to   the   reprefentatives   of  the 
nation,  the  ufurpation  complained  of,  the 
right   which   is   claimed,    in    the     fame 
1 4  manner 
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manner  as  it  (hall  be  obliged  to  notify  a 
war  impending  or  commenced.  You  will 
by  thefe  means  eftablifh  a  uniform  courfe 
of  procedure,  in  every  cafe;  and  I  am 
now  going  to  demonftrate,  that  it  is  fuffi- 
cient  that  the  co-operation  of  the  legiflatire 
power  commence,  at  the  time  of  the  noti- 
fication of  which  I  have  juft  fpoken,  in 
order  perfe&ly  to  reconcile  the  intereft  of 
the  nation,  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  force. 

"  Hoftilities,  then,  are  either  com- 
menced or  impending.  In  that  cafe,  what 
are  the  duties  of  the  executive  power? 
What  are  the  rights  of  the  legiflative  ? 

"  I  have  juft  been  declaring  them;  the 
executive  power  is  to  notify,  without  de- 
lay, the  ftate  of  the  war,  either  as  exifting, 
or  as  approaching,  or  as  neceflary;  to 
make  known  its  caufes,   to  afk  for  fup- 

plies, 
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plies,  to  re-aflcmble  the  legiflative  body, 
if  it  be  not  already  afiembled. 

u  The  legiflative  body,  in  its  turn,  hath 
four  forts  of  meafures  to  take.  The  firft 
is,  to  inquire  whether,  hoftilities  being 
commenced,  our  minifters,  or  fome  agent 
of  the  executive  power,  have  not  been  the 
culpable  aggreflfprs.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  the 
author  of  the  aggreffion  fhould  be  im- 
peached ;as  guilty  of  high  treafon  againft 
the  nation.  Make  fuch  a  law,  and  you 
will  confine  your  wars  to  the  fole  exercife 
of  the  right  of  juft  defence ;  and  you  will 
have  done  more  for  public  liberty,  than 
if,  in  order  to  attribute  the  exclufive  right 
of  ww  to  the  reprefentative  body,  you 
fhould  lofe  the  advantages  derivable  from 
royalty. 

"  The  fecond  meafure  is,  to  approve, 

to  determine  upon  the  war,  if  it  be  rie- 

6  ceflary# 
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ceffary,  to  difapprove  it,  if  it  be  ufelefs  of 
unjuft ;  to  require  the  king  to  fet  on  foot 
a  negotiation  for  peace,  and  to  compel 
him  to  that  meafure,  by  refufing  the  fup-» 
plies;  and  in  this,  gentlemen,  confifts* 
the  true  right  of  the  legiflative  body* 
Here  the  powers  are  not  confounded ;  the 
forms  of  the  different  branches  of  the  go- 
vernment are  not  violated,  and  the  national 
intereft  is  preferved.  But  further*  gentle- 
men ;  when  I  propofe  the  approbation  or 
difapprobation  of  the  war,  by  the  legifla- 
tive body,  while  I  refufe  it  the  exclufive 
right  of  deliberating  on  war  and  peace,  do- 
not  imagine  that,  by  fo  doing,  I  am 
eluding  the  queftion,  or  exhibiting  the 
fame  fubjeft  of  debate  in  a  different  form* 
The  exercife  of  the  right  of  making  peace 
and  war,  is  neither  fimply  an  action,  nor 
yet  merely  an  operation  of  the  will ;  on 

the 
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the  contrary,  it  is  conne&ed  with  both 
thefe     principles:    it    requires  the   con- 
currence  of  the  two   powers;    and  the 
whole  theory  of  this  queftion  confifts  only 
in  affigning,  to  the  legislative  body  and 
to  the  executive  power  refpe&ively,  the 
kind  of  co-operation  which,  from  its  na- 
ture, is  moft  proper  for  it.     To  give  the 
legiflative  body  the  exclufive  deliberation 
upon  peace  and  war,  a  right  which%  in 
indent  times, .  was  enjoyed  by  the  Roman 
fenate,  a  right  enjoyed,  in  modern  days, 
by  the  ftates  of  Sweden,  by  the  diet  of, 
Poland,  by  the  confederation  of  Holland, 
were  transforming  the  king  of  France  into 
a   ftadtholder,  or  a   conful;  it  were  fe- 
le£fcing  from  the  two  delegates   of  the 
nation,  that  delegate  which,  however  un- 
ceafingly  purified  by  the  choice  of  the 
people,  by  the  continual  renovation  of  the 

elections, 
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eledions,  neverthelefs  cannot  folely  and 
exclufively  deliberate,  with  any  degree  of 
ufefiilnefc,  upon  an  occafion  of  that  nature. 
On  the  contrary,  to  confer  upon  the  le- 
giflative  power  the  right  of  deliberating  in 
the  fhape  of  approbation,  difapprobation, 
requifition  of  peace,  profecution  of  a  guilty 
minifter,  refufal  of  fupplies,  is  allowing  it 
to  co-operate  in  the  excrcife  of  a  national 
right)  by  the  means  which  are  fuited  tQ 
the  nature  of  fuch  a  body. 

iC  This  difference,  then,  is  very  re- 
markable, and  leads  to  the  defired  end,  by 
preferving  the  two  powers  in  their  entire 
perfe&ion;  whereas,  otherwife,  you  would 
lie  under  the  pernicious  neceflity  of 
making  an  exclufive  choice,  between  two 
delegates  which  ought  to  proceed  hand  in 
hand. 

The  third  meafure  of  the  legiflative 

body, 
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body,  confifts  in  a  continuation  of  the 
means  which  I  point  out,  and  the  right 
of  which  means  I  affign  to  it. 

"  The  firft  of  thefe  means  is,  to  admit 
of  no  reeds,  as  Jong  as  the  war  con* 
tinues. 

"  The  feeond,  to  prolong  the  feffiont 
in  the  cafe  of  an  impending  war, 

"  The  third,  to  affemble  the  national 
guard  of  the  kingdom,  in  fuch  numbers 
as  ihaJJ  be  deemed  neceflary,  whenever 
the  king  fhall  carry  on  a  war  in  perfon, 

ic  The  fourth  (even  after  having  ap~ 
proved  the  war),  to  require,  as  often  as 
It  fhall  be  deemed  expedient,  the  execu* 
tive  power  to  negotiate  a  peace, 

"  I  paufe  for  a  moment  upon  the  two 
means  laft  mentioned,  as  they  difplay  in 
perfe&ion  the  fyftem  which  I  propofe, 

w  On  account  of  the  poffible  danger, 

W 
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in  appropriating  the  deliberations  on  war 
dire&ly  and  exclufively  to  the  legiflative 
body,  fome  maintain  that  the  right  of 
war  and  peace  appertains  to  the  monarch 
alone  j  they  affeft  even  to  doubt,  that  the 
nation  can  lawfully  difpofe  of  this  right, 
although  (he  hath  had  the  power  of  dele- 
gating the  fovereignty.  What?  is  it,  in- 
deed, a  matter  of  no  importance  in  their 
eyes,  to  place  befide  the  confutation  an 
unlimited  authority,  always  able  to  over- 
turn it  ?  Do  they  wi(h  to  cherifh  this 
confutation  f  Would  they  render  it  im- 
mortal, likejuftice  and  rpafon? 

"  On  the  other  hand,  becaufe  the  co- 
operation of  the  monarch,  in  exercifing 
the  right  of  making  peace  and  war,  may 
be  attended  with  danger  (and,  in  fa&,  it 
is  the  cafe),  others  give  it  as  their  opinion, 
fhjit  we  ought  to  deprive  him  of  even  the 

right 
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right   of  co-operation.     Now,    are    they 

jiot,  in  this,  defiring  an  imjtaflibility,  un-> 

iefs  you   take  away  from  the   king  the 

preparations   for  peace   and   war?     Are 

they  not  defiring  what  is  unconftitutional, 

fince  your  decrees  have  allowed  the  king 

a  fort  of  co-operation,  even  in  a£ts  which 

are  purely  legiflative?     For  my  part,  I 

am  eftablifhing  the  counterpoife  of  the 

dangers,  which  may  arife  from  the  royal 

power,  in  the   conftitution  itfelf,  in  the 

balancing  both  powers,  in  the  concurrence 

of  the  two  delegates  of  the  nation,  in  the 

internal  force  which  you  will  derive  from 

that  national  guard  (the  only  counterpoife 

fuited  to    a  reprefentative  government), 

againft  an  army  ftationed  on  the  frontiers. 

Congratulate  yourfelves,    gentlemen,    on 

this  difcovery.     If  your  conftitution   be 

pnfhakeable,  it  is  to  fuch  an  equilibrium 
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that  you  will  be  indebted  for  its    (la- 
bility. 

a  Again :  in  conferring  upon  the  legif* 
lative  body,  even  after  it  hath  approved 
the  war,  the  right  of  requiring  the  execu- 
tive power  to  negotiate  a  peace,  take  notice, 
that  I  do  not  mean  to  give  exclufively  to 
the  legiflative  body,  the  right  of  deliber- 
ating on  peace  j  for  that  were  to  relapfe 
into  all  the  inconveniences,  of  which  I 
have  already  made  mention.  Who  fiiall 
know  the  critical  moment  to  think  of 
making  peace,  if  it  be  not  he  who  holds 
the  thread  of  all  political  relations  ?  Will 
you  determine,  likewife,  that  the  agents 
employed  for  that  purpofe  fhall  correfpond 
with  none  but  you  ?  Are  you  to  iflue  in* 
ftrudtions  to  them  ?  Are  you  to  anfwer 
their  difpatches  ?  Are  you  to  difmifs  them, 
{ind  appoint  others  in  their  room,  fhould 

they 
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they  fail  to  fulfil  your  expectations? 
Will  you  difclofe,  in  the  courfe  of  folemn 
debates,  demanded  by  fome  member  of  the 
legiflative  body,  the  fecret  motives  by 
which  you  are  aduated  in  your  endea-* 
vours  to  make  peace,  which  would  fre- 
quently prove  the  moft  certain  method  of 
not  obtaining  it?  and,  even  when  our 
enemies  (hall  defire  peace  as  much  as  we, 
is  your  loyalty  to  impofe  a  law  on  you 
prohibiting  all  concealment ;  and  will  you 
likewife  force  the  envoys  of  the  powers 
then  at  variance  with  you,  to  the  noife 
and  notoriety  of  a  public  debate*  ? 

u  I  diftinguifh,  then,  the  right  of  re-r 
quiring  the  executive  power  to  make 
peace,  from  an  order  iflued  for  its  con- 
clufion,  and  from  the  exclufive  exer-* 
cife  of  the  right  of  making  peace ;  for  is 
there  any  other  mode  of  a&ing  up  to  the 
*  A  Feclat  d'une  difcuffion. 

vol,  11.  K  nationa), 
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national  intereft,  than  that  which  I  am 
*propofing?  When  war  is  commenced,  it 
is  no  longer  in  the  power  of  a  nation  to 
make  peace ;  will  eveil  the  order  for  with* 
drawing  the  troops  arreft  the  progrefs  of 
the  enemy?  Should  one  be  difpofed  to 
make  fome  facrifices,  can  one  tell  whether 
the  conditions  will  not  prove  fo  oppreffive, 
that  honour  muft  forbid  tfieir  being  ac- 
cepted ?  Nay,  fuppofing  the  negotiations 
for  a  peace  already  opened,  will  a  cef- 
fation  of  the  war  enfue,  as  the  ncceffary 
and  immediate  confequence  ?  It  is,  then, 
the  province  of  the  executive  power,  to 
choofe  the  proper  jun&ure  for  entering 
upon  negotiation,  to  prepare  for  it  in 
filence,  to  conduct  it  with  ability:  it  is 
the  province  of  the  legiflative  power  to 
befeech  the  executive,  to  attend  without 
intermiffion  to   that  momentous  objedt; 

it 
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it  is  for  the  legiflative  power  to  punifh  the 
guilty  minifter  or  agent,  who,  inverted 
with  fuch  a  fun&ion,  fhould  neglect  to 
fulfil  its  duties;  it  is  alio  for  the  legifla- 
tive to  ratify  the  treaty,  as  foon  as  the  ar- 
ticles are  agreed  upon,  Thefe,  gentle- 
men, are  the  limits  which  the  intereft  of 
the  public  does^  not  fuffer  us  to  tranfgrefs, 
and  which  the  very  nature  of  things  hath 
marked  out  for  us, 

u  In  fine,  the  fourth  meafure  ot  the 
kgiflajtive  body,  is,  to  redouble  its  atten- 
tion, in  oider  to  reduce,  incontinently, 
the  public  force  to  its  permanent  footing, 
as  foon  as  the  war  is  at  an  end.  Iffue 
orders  for  difbanding  incontinently  the 
regiments  extraordinary,  appoint  a  fhort 
day  for  their  feparation,  limit  the  conti- 
nuation of  their  pay  to  that  term ;  render 
the  minifter  refponfibk  j  purfue  him  as  a 
K  2  criminal, 
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criminal,  if  orders  fo  Important  be  left 
unexecuted :  this  too  is  what  the  intereft 
of  the  public  prefcribes  to  you, 

"I  have  followed,  gentlemett,  the 
fame  line  of  queftions,  in  Inquiring  to 
whom  ought  to  belong  the  right  of  form- 
ing treaties  of  alliance,  of  commerce,  and 
all  thofe  other  conventions  which  may  be 
neceflary  to  the  well-being  of  the  flate. 
I  firfl  afked  myfelf,  whether  we  ought  to 
renoUnde  making  treaties j  and  this  ques- 
tion is  reduced  to  the  inquiry,  whether, 
in  the  a£tual  flate  of  our  commerce  and 
that  of  Europe,  we  fhould  leave  to 
chance  the  influence  of  the  other  powers 
over  us,  and  our  re-a&ion  upon  Europe; 
whether,  becaufe  we  fhall  on  a  fudden 
change  our  political  fyftem  (and  indeed, 
how  many  errors,  how  many  prejudices 
ihall  we  not  have  to  overturn !),  we  fhall 

oblige 
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oblige   other   nations  to  change   theirs ; 
whether,  for  any  long  time,  our  peace 
and  that  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe 
can  be  otherwife  preferved,  than  by  a  ba- 
lance which  forbids  the  fudden  confede- 
racy, of  feveral  nations  againft  one  ?    The 
time  will  come,  undoubtedly,  when  we 
fhall  have  friends   only,  and  not  allies, 
when  liberty  of  commerce  will  be  univer- 
fal,  when  Europe  will  be  only  one  great 
family;  but  hope  too  hath  her  enthufi- 
afm ;  fhall  we  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  find, 
that  the  miracle  to  which  we  are  indebted 
for  pur  freedom,  fhould,  at  the  felf-fame 
inftant,    be  brilliantly   repeated  in  both 
hemifpheres*  ? 

"  If,  however,  treaties  we  muft  have, 
he  alone  may  prepare  them,  conclude 
them,  who  fhall  ppffefs  the  right  of  nego- 

*  Se  repete  avec  eclat  dans  les  deux  mondes? 

K  3  tiation : 
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tiation :  for  I  do  not  fee  how  h  can  be 
either  ufeful,  or  conformable  to  the  fouiw 
dations  of  our  government  already  confed- 
erated, to  ena£t,  that  the  legiflative  body 
fhall  communicate  with  foreign  powers, 
without  any  intervening  agent  Thofe 
treaties  will  be  notified  to  you  immedi- 
ately} ihofe  treaties  wiH  be  in  force, 
only  fo  far  as  the  legiflative  body  fhall 
have  approved  them.  Here  again,  then% 
you  have  before  you  the  juft  limits  of  that 
concurrence,  between  the  two  powers, 
the  executive  and  the  legiflative,  Ndr 
will  it  even  be  fufficient,  to  refufe  your 
approbation  to  a  treaty  of  a  dangerous 
tendency ;  the  refponfibility  of  minifters 
prefents  you  with  the  means,  of  Jikewife 
punifhing  the  guilty  author  of  that  treaty* 
"  I  am  not  inquiring,  whether  it  were 
more  advantageous,  that  a  treaty  ihould 

not 
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not  fye  concluded,  until  after  it  hath  been 
approved  of  by  the  legiflative  body :  For, 
is  it  not  evident  that  the  refult  is  the  fame, 
and  that  it  is  much  more  advantageous  to 
ourfelves,  that  a  treaty  fhould  become  ir- 
revocable, on  the  fele  account  that  it  fhall 
have  been  ratified  by  the  legiflative  body, 
than  that,  even  after  approbation  given, 
the  other  powers  fhould  All!  be  at  liberty 
toreje£tit? 

u  And  are  there  not  feme  other  pre- 
cautions to  be  taken  with  regard  to  trea- 
ties ;  and  were  it  not  becoming  the  dig- 
nity, the  loyalty  of  a  national  convention, 
to  determine  beforehand,  for  this  and  for 
all  other  nations,  not  what  treaties  may  be 
permitted  to  comprife,  but  what  they 
never  fhall  comprife  in  any  refpeft  what- 
ever ?  My  thoughts  upon  this  point  co- 
incide with  the  opinion  of  feveral  who 
K  4  have 
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have  already  fpoken  ;  I  am  for  having  it 
declared,  that  the  French  nation  renounces 
conqueft  of  every  fhape  and  kind,  and 
that  it  never  will  employ  its  force  againft 
the  liberty  of  any  people. 

u  Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  fyftem  which 
I  have  formed  in  my  own  mind,  refpe£fc- 
ing  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  war  and 
peace.     But  I  muft  offer  fome  additional 
motives  for  my  opinion ;  I   ought,  efpe-< 
cially,  to  make  known,  why  I  am  fo  for- 
cibly attached,  to  the  idea  of  giving  the 
legiflative    body,    only    a    co-operation 
neceffary  to  the  exercife  of  that  right,  in- 
ftead  of  affigning  it  to  that  body  exclu* 
fively.     The  co-operation  which  I  have 
mentioned,  can  alone  prevent  all  thofe 
dangers. 

"And,  in  the  firft  place,  to  fhew  you 
that  I  have  not  fliut  my  eyes  againft  any 

obje&ion, 
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obje&ion,  the  following  is  my  creed,  as 
to  the  theory  of  the  queftion,  confidered 
independantly  of  its  political  relations. 
Undoubtedly,  peace  and  war  are  ads  of 
fovereignty,  belonging  to  the  nation  alone. 
Can  this  principle  be  denied,  unlefs  wc 
,  take  for  granted  that  nations  are  flaves  ? 
But  the  queftion  does  not  turn  upon  the 
right  itfelf,  the  queftion  is  concerning  the 
delegation, 

"  Again :  although  all  the  preparations, 
and  the  whole  dire&ion  of  war  and  peace, 
appertain  to  the  a&ion  of  the  executive 
power,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  de- 
claring war  and  peace,  is  an  ad  of  pure 
will ;  that  every  ad  of  hoftility,  every 
treaty  of  peace,  may  be,  in  fome  meaftire, 
thus  interpreted :  /,  the  nation^  make  <war% 
/,  the  nation ,  make  peace  ;  confequently, 
how  can  one  man  alone,  how  can  a  king, 

a  mi- 
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a  minifter,  become  the  organ  of  the  gene- 
ral will  ?  How  can  the  executor  of  that 
general  will  be  at  the  fame  time  its  organ  ? 
"  Equally  am  I  aware  of  all  the  dan- 
gers  which  can  arife,  from  entrufting  a 
fingle  perfon  with  the  right^  or  rather 
with  the  means  of  ruining  the  ftate,  of 
difpofing  of  the  citizens,  of  rifking  the 
fafety  of  the  empire,  of  bringing  down 
upon  our  heads,  like  fome  mifchievous 
imp  of  darknefs,  every  fcourge  which  is  the 
companion  of  war.  And  here,  like  fo 
many  others,  have  I  fummoned  to  my 
recollection,  the  names  of  thofe  wicked 
minifters,  who  kindled  accurfed  wars, 
either  to  render  themfelves  neceflary,  or 
to  keep  a  rival  at  a  diftance.  Here  have 
I  beheld  all  Europe  in  a  flame,  only  be- 
caufe  the  glove  of  a  duchefs  was  not 
picked  up  the  very  moment  fhe  droppe4 

it. 
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it  *.  I  reprefent  to  my  imagination  this 
warrior-king  and  conqueror,  attaching  to 
himfelf  the  foldieiry. by  corruption  and 
fuccefs,  tempted  to  re-become  f  a  defpot, 
on  arriving  in  his  own  territory,  cherifh- 
ing  a  party  within  the  empire,  and  over- 
turning the  conftitution  with  that  very 
hand,  which  had  been  armed  by  the  con- 
ftitution, and  by  the  conftitution  only* 

"  Well,  gentlemen,  let  us  confider  of 
thefe  objections,  let  us  enquire,  whether 
the  means  propofed  for  warding  off  thefe 
dangers,  will  not  pave  the  way  for  other 
dangers  not  lefs  formidable,  not  lefs  fatal 
t»  public  liberty. 

"  I  have  but  one  word  to  fay,  as  to  the 
principles.  Undoubtedly,  the  king  is  not 
Ithe  organ  of  the  public  will,  but  neither 

*  Pour  lc  gand  d'une  duchefle  trop  tard  ramaffe. 
f  Redevenir. 


IS 
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is  he  a  ftrangtr  to  the  declaration  of  that 
will.  Accordingly,  in  confining  myfelf 
to  require  the  cooperation  of  the  two  de- 
legates of  the  nation,  I  am  perfe&ly  a&ing 
up  to  conftitutional  principles. 

"  Again :  I  wifh  you  to  take  notice* 
that,  in  inquiring  whether  the  right  of 
fovereignty,  fliould  be  appropriated  to  this 
or  that  delegate  of  the  nation,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  other,  to  the  delegate  called  the 
kingy  or  to  the  delegate  gradually  purified 
and  renewed,  which  is  .named  the  Icgifla- 
five  body,  we  muft  banifh  all  trite  notions 
of  any  delegate  being  fuperiofr  to  con- 
troul  *  j  that  it  is  the  privilege  of  the  na- 
tion to  prefer  which  delegate  ftie  pleafes, 
for  the  execution  of  fuch  individual  a£t  of 
her  will;  that  the  fole  queftion  therefore  is, 

*  Incpmptabilit^ 

fince 
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fince  we  determine  the  choice,  to  confult, 
not  the  national  pride,  but  the  public  in- 
tereft,  the  only  ambition  that  fhould  in- 
fpire  a  great,  people,  and  the  only  one  that 
is  worthy  of  it  *•  AH  fubtiky  therefore 
difappears,  in  order  to  make  room  for  this 
queftion: 

"  By  whom  is  it  moft  ufeful  that  the 
right  of  making  peace  or  war  fhould  be 
exercifed  ? 

"  Obferve,  moreover,  that  this  point  of 
view  is  a  ftranger  to  my  fyftem ;  it  is  for 
thofe  to  anfwer  the  obje&ion  of  Unac- 
countability  f,  who  are  inclined    to   at-* 

tribute 

*  Seule  et  digne  ambition  d'un  grand  pcuplc. 

f  Incomptabilite. 

Copious  as  our  language  is,  we  are  not  fuffi- 
ciendy  furnifhed  with  thofe  polyfyllables,  which  ex~ 
prefsln  one  word  what,  otherwife,  muft  be  exprefled 

by 
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tribute  exclufively  to  the  king,  the  exer-* 
cife  of  the  right  of  making  war  and  peace j 
but  I  combat  this  fyftera,  in  concert  with 
all  good  citizensi  An  exclufive  right 
is  talked  of;  and  I  am  talking  of  only 
co-operation. 

"  The  danger  of  each  fyftem  is  now 
difplayed  before  our  eyes. 

tt  I  put  the  queftion  to  yourfelves* 
fhall  we  be  better  affured  of  having  nontf 
but  juft  and  equitable  wars,  if  the  exer* 
cife  of  the  right  of  making  war,  be  ex- 
clufively delegated  to  an  affemWy  of  fovea 
hundred  perfons?     Have   you  foerfeert 

by  a  periphrafe.  "We  want  a  fupply  of  thofe  alitiesy 
Uities,  abilities  and  ifibilities,  with  which  the  French 
feem  to  have  docked  themfelves  in  moderft  days* 
For  inftance,  we  have  no  fuch  word  as  annuality ;  its 
true  Englilh  chefs  were  yearlinefs  y  but  have  we  any 
fuch  word  *&}earlinefs  ?     W. 

how 


M.   DE  MlRABEAtf.  I43 

how  far  excited  paffions,  to  what  lengths 
towering  courage  and  miftaken  dignity, 
may  carry,  and  evea  juftify,  imprudence  ? 
We  have  heard  one  of  our  orators  propofe  ' 
to  you,  Ihould  England  unjuftly  attack 
Spain,  to  crofs  the  feas  incontinently,  to 
whelm  one  nation  upon  die  other,  to  play 
out  the  game  to  the  laft  livre,  to  the  laft 
man,  with  thofe  imperious  Englifh,  in 
the  Very  heart  of  London, — and  we  all 
applauded  what  he  faid ;  I  caught  myfelf 
in   the   fad   of   applauding  him;     and 
a  tranfport,  the  refult  of  eloquence  *,  fuf- 
ficed  to  impofe,  for  a  moment,  upon  your 
wifdom.      Do    you  imagine    that   fuch 
tranfports,  ihould  thelegiflative  body  ever 
deliberate  dire&ly  and  exclufively,  will 
not  hurry  you  into  wars  fraught  with  in- 
finite difafters,  and  that  you  will  never 

*  Un  raouremcnt  oratoire. 
4  confound 
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confound  the  counfels  of  courage  with 
the  counfels  of  experience  ?  While  orie  of 
your  members  is  propofing  deliberation, 
his  voice  win  be  drowned  in  the  clamour 
"for  a  war* ;  you  will  fee  yourfelves  fur- 
'  rounded  by  battalions  of  armed  citizens. 
You  are  not  likely  to  be  deceived  by  mi- 
niftersj  fhall  you  never  be  deceived  by 
yourfelves? 

"  There  is  yet  a  danger  of  another 
kind,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  legiflative 
body,  when  exercifmg  exclufively  the 
right  of  peace  and  war  j  and  that  is,  that 
fuch  a  body  canndt  be  fnbje<3ted  to  any 
fort  of  rcfponfibility.  I  am  well  aware  that 
a  vidim,  is  a  feeble  fatisfa&ion  for  the 
crimes  of  an  unjuft  war  j  but,  when  talk- 
ing of  refponfibility,  I  am  not  talking  of 
revenge.     This  minifter,  who  you  fup- 

#  On  deraandcra  la  guerre  a  grand*  cris. 

pofe 
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pofe  is  to  condud  himfelf  according  to 
caprice  alone,  muft  expert  to  be  brought 
to  trial,  his  head  fhall  be  the  price  of  his 
imprudence.  You  have  had  more  than 
one  Louvois  under  the  foftering  care  of 
defpotifin;  are  you  to  have  a  fecond  brood 
of  them,  under  the  aufpices  of  liberty  ? 

"  Some  talk  of  public  opinion,  as  a  re- 
ftraint  upon  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
nation;  but  public  opinion,  frequently 
led  aftray,  even  by  fefttiments  worthy  of 
panegyric,  will  ferve  only  to  feduce  you ; 
but  public  opinion  does  not  feparately  in- 
fluence each  member  of  a  great  aflembly. 

"  That  Roman,  who,  bearing  war  in 
the  folds  of  his  gown,  threatened,  while 
he  unrolled  them,  to  fcatter  every  fcourge 
of  war  upon  the  enemy,  muft  have  felt  the 
full  importance  of  his  miffion.  He  flood 
alone ;  a  mighty  deftiny  was  in  his  hands; 

VOL.  n«  L  he 
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fce  was  the  meffeiiger  of  terror;  but  had 
the  crpwdsd  fenate,  which,  in  the  midft 
of  a  ftormy  and  impaflioned  debate,  di£- 
patched  him  on  that  embafiy,  experienced 
that  fear,  which'  the  doubtful,  the  (Jreadful 
iflue  *  of  the  war  fhould  have  inlpired,  ? 
You  have  been  already  defired,  gentlemen, 
to  call  your  eyes:  upon  free  ftates;  it  was 
by  wars  the  moll  ambitious,  the  moll  bar- 
barous, that  they  were  perpetually  di£- 
tinguiflied. 

"  Call  your  eyes  on  political  aflemblies; 
it  hath  always  been  under  the  magic  in- 
fluence of  paffion,  that  they  have  decreed 
war.  You  are  all  acquainted  with  the 
anecdote  of  the  failor,  who,  in  the  year 
1740,    determined  England    to.   refolve 

*  Le  redoubtable  et  douteux  avenir. — Here  2 
flight  tranfpofition  improves  the  fentence*  for,  in 
the  original,  there  is  a  fpecies  of  bathos. 

.   upon 
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upon  a  war  witH  Spain.  When  the 
Spaniards  y  after  mutilating  me,  were  for 
putting  me  to  death,  I  commended  my  foul 
to  Gody  and  my  vengeance  to  my  country. 
The  failor  was  a  true  orator;  but  the  war 
which  he  kindled  was  neither  politic  nor 
juftj  neither  the  king,  nor  the  miniftry  of 
England  were  inclined  to  it  The  emo- 
tions of  an  aflembly,  though  lefs  numer- 
ous, and  more  liable  than  ours  to  the  com- 
binations of  infidioua  policy*,  decided 
in  that  affair. 

u  Attend  now  to  ftill  more  important 
confiderations.  Are  not  you  apprehen- 
five,  gentlemen,  of  the  internal  diflenfions, 
which  an  unexpefted  debate  on  war,  war 

*  Can  there  be  a  better  argument  than  this,  in 
favour  of  the  plan,  propofed  by  one  of  our  own 
oratprs  lately  deceafed,  for  increafing  the  number  of 
freprcfentatives  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ?  W. 

L  a  undertaken 
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undertaken   without  the   king's   concur- 
rence, by  the  legiflative  body,  might  give 
birth  to,  not  only  within  its  own  walls, 
but  likewife  throughout   the    kingdom?; 
Frequently,  where   two  parties  fhall  vio- 
lently embrace  opposite  opinions,  the  de- 
liberation will  be  the  fruit  of  an  obftinate    , 
ftruggle,  decided  merely  by  a  few  fuf- 
frages ;   and,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  ihould  the 
fame  fpirit  of  divifion  take  pofTefiion  of 
the  public  mind,  what  fuccefs  are  you  to 
hope  for,  from  a  war  which  a  great  part 
of  the  nation  difapproves  ?   Obferve  the 
diet  of  Poland:  not  feldom  a  debate  on 
war  only  begets  a  civil  war  amongft  them- 
felves.     Turn  your  y^ew  to  what  hath 
juft  paffed  in  Sweden,     In  vain  hath  the 
king  contrived  to  extort   the  fuflrages  of 
the   ftates;    the   diffidents    have    nearly 
gained  the    guilty  fuccefs  of  rendering 

the 
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the  war  abortive*.  Already  had  Hoi- 
land  prefented  the  fame  fpe&acle.  War 
was  declared  againft  the  wifh  o£  a 
fimple  ftadtholckr:  what  fruit  have  we 
reaped  from  an  alliance  which  had  coft 
us  fo  much  care,  fo  much  jtreaftjre?  We 
are  going,  then,  to  fow  the  feeds  of  civil 
diffenfions  in  our  conftitutipn,  if  we  con- 
fer on  the  legislative  body  the  exclufive 
exercife  of  the  right  of  war ;  and,  as  the 
veto  fufpenfive,  which  you  have  granted 
to  the  king,  could  not  in  any  wife  be  ap- 
plied to  fuch  deliberations,  the  diflenfions 
of  which  I  fpeak  will  prove  only  the  more 
formidable. 

"  I  paufe,  gentlemen,  for  an  inftant, 
upon  the  refle&ion  juft  made,  in  order  to 
give  you  to  underftand,  that,  in  the  prac- 
tice of  governments,  one  is  often  obliged 

*  De  faire  echouer  la  guerre. 

L  3  to 
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to  depart,  and  that  too  for  the  public  irn 
tereft,  from  the  rigid  purity  of  philofo- 
phical  abftra&ion.  You  yourfelves  have 
decreed,  that  the  executor  of  the  national 
will  fhould,  in  certain  cafes,  enjoy  the 
right  of  fufpending,  the  efFe&  of  the  firft 
manifeftation  of  that  national  will  j  that 
he  qaight  appeal  from  the  known  will  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  to  the 
prefumed  will  of  the  nation  itfelf.  Now, 
if  we  have  given  fuch  a  concurrence  to. 
the  monarch,  even  in  legiflative  ads, 
which  are  fo  foreign  to  the  a&ion  of  the* 
executive  power,  how,  if  we  follow  the 
chain  of  the  fame  principles,  can  we 
avoid  making  the  king  co-operate,  I 
do  not  fay  merely  in  the  dire&ion  of  the 
war,  but  in  the  deliberation  on  the  war? 
"  Let  us  ward  off,  if  we  ought,  the 

danger  of  civil  diflenfions.     Will  you  as 

eafily 
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eafily  avoid  the  danger,  refulting  from  the 
flownefs  of  deliberations  on  fuch  a  fub- 
je£t,  unlefs  you  confine  the  object  to 
thofe  cafes  only,  where  the  concurrence, 
or  the  will  of  the  legiflative  body,  is  be- 
come ittdifpenfable  ?  Are  you  not  appre- 
henfive, that  your  public  force  may  be 
palfied,  as  is  a&ually  the  cafe  in  Poland, 
in  Holland,  and  in  every  republic  ?  Are 
you  not  apprehenfive,  that  this  flownefs 
may  yet  increafe,  either  becaufe  our  con- 
stitution is  infenfibly  taking  the  form  of  a 
grand  confederation,  or  becaufe  the  de- 
partments muft  unavoidably  acquire,  a 
vaft  influence  over  the  legiflative  body  ? 
Are  you  not  apprehenfive,  that  the  people, 
bearing  that  its  repfefentatives  are  making 
a  dired  declaration  of  war  in  its  name,  may 
not  thereby  receive  a  dangerous  impulfe  to- 
wards democracy,  or,  what  is  ftill  worfe, 
h  4  towards 
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towards  oligarchy ;  that  the  inclination 
for  war  or  peace  may  originate  in  the 
very  provinces,  be  foon  after  difplayed 
in  petitions,  and  impart  to  a  mighty 
mafs  of  men,  that  agitation  which  fo  im- 
portant an  object  is  capable  of  exciting  ? 
Are  you:  not  apprehenfive,  that  the  le- 
giflative  body,  notwithftanding  its  wif- 
dom,  may  be  driven  to  overleap  the 
boundaries  of  its  powers,  by  the  almoft 
inevitable  confequences  attending  the  ex- 
clufive  exercife  of  the  right  of  war  and 
peace  ?  Are  you  not  apprehenfive,  that, 
in  order  to  fecond  the  fuccefsful  efforts  of 
a  war,  which  it  fliall  have  voted  without 
the  co-operation  of  the  monarch,  it  may 
be  defirous  of  influencing  the  direction  of 
that  war,  the  choice  of  generals,  particu- 
larly where  any  ill  fuccefs  can  be  im- 
puted to  them  j  and  that  this  reftlefs  vi- 

gilance^ 
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gilance,  which,  in  fadt,  were  a  fecond 
executive  power,  may  encroach  upon  the 
province  of  the  fupreme  head  of  the  na- 
tion ? 

"  Again  :  do  you  count  as  nothing,  the 
inconvenience  of  an  affembly  not  perma- 
nent^ obliged  to  re-aflemble  at  the  time 
which  fliould  be  employed  in  delibera- 
tion ;  the  uncertainty,  the  hefitation  which 
will  accompany  every  ftep  taken  by  the 
executive  power,  which  will  never  know 
how  far  the  provifibjjal  orders  may  ex- 
tend ;  the  inconveniences  of  even  a  pub- 
lic and  unexpe&ed  debate,  upon  the  mo- 
tives for  making  preparations  for  war  or 
peace  ;  a  debate,  of  which  all  the  fecrets 
of  ftate  (and  fuch  fecrets  we  fliall  have  for 
a  long  time  to  come)  often  form  the  ele- 
pientary  matter  ? 

f '  In  fine,  do  you  efteem  as  nothing,  the 

danger 
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danger  of  introducing  republican  formsr 
into  a  government  which,  is  at  once  re- 
prefentative  and  monarchical  ?  I  befeech 
you  to  confider  this  danger,  with  refe- 
rence to  the  conftitution,  to  ourfelves,  and 
to  the  king. 

"  With  refpeft  to  the  conftitution,  can 
we  hope  to  preferve  it,  if  we  compofe  our 
government  of  different  forms,  at  variance 
with  one  another  ?  I  myfelf  have  main- 
tained, that  there  exifts  but  one  fole  prin-* 
ciple  of  government  for  all  nations,  I 
mean  their  own  fovereignty ;  but  it  is  not 
lefs  certain,  that  the  different  modes  of  de- 
legating the  powers,  beftow  on  the  govern- 
ments of  different  nations  different  forms, 
the  union,  the  tout  enfembU,  of  which  con- 
ftitute*  their  whole  force,  and  the  oppofi- 
tion  of  which,  on  the  other  hand,  gives 
birth  to  an  eternal  fpirit  of  difcord  in  a 

ftate, 
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ftate>  until  the  form  which  predominates 
have  overturned  all  the  reft ;  and  thence 
arife,  independently  of  defpotifm,  thofe 
convulfions  which  prove  the  downfal  of 
empires. 

"  Rome  owed  her  deftru&ion  to  this 
mixture  of  royalty,  ariftocracy*,  and  de- 
mocracy. The  tempefts  which  have  often 
agitated  feveral  ftates  of  Europe,  were  de- 

*  With  all  due  deference \o  this  great  ftatefman, 
Jt  was  to  the  want  of  fuch  a  mixture,  that  Rome 
owed  the  lofs  of  her  liberty.  Cicero,  and  that  pro- 
found politician  Tacitus,  were  decidedly  of  opinion, 
fhat  the  juft  mixture  of  the  three  powers  of  monar- 
chy, ariftocracy,  and  democracy,  was  the  fublimity 
of  human  government,  but  looked  upon  it  as  a  de- 
licious picture  of  the  imagination,  which  they  rather , 
wifhed,  than  expe&ed  to  fee  realized.  But  with- 
out reforting  to  antiquity,  our  own  admirable  and 
enviable  conftitution  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  ex- 
cellence of  .the  three  powers,  mixt  and  balanced. 
Perhaps  the  French  may  yet  repent  the  utter  ex- 

pulfion  of  ariftocracy.    W. 

rived 
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rived  from  no  other  origin.  Men  adhere 
to  the  diftribution  of  the  powers;  the 
powers  are  exercifed  by  men ;  men,  abuf- 
ing  an  authority  not  fufficiently  reftrained, 
overleap  its  boundaries.  Thus  it  is  that 
monarchy  exalts  itfelf  into  defpotifm :  and 
here  you  have  a  reafon  why  we  fhould 
take  fo  many  precautions.  But  thus  it  is, 
alfo,  that  reprefentative  government  de^ 
generates  into  oligarchy,  whenever  two 
powers,  intended  to  counterpoife  each 
other,  make  encroachments,  $nd  mutually 
invade,  inftead  of  mutually  reftraining. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  excepting  the  fingle 
cafe  of  a  republic  properly  fo  called,  or  of 
a  grand  confederation  unprovided  with  a 
fole  chief,  or  a  monarchy  where  the  chief 
is  reduced  to  a  fplendid  cypher*,  quote 
me  an  inftance  of  any  nation,  which  hath 
affigned  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  war 

*  A  une  vaine  representation. 

and 
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and  peace,  exclufively  to  a  fenate.  It  may 
be  proved  very  well,  in  theory,  that  the 
executive  power  fhall  preferve  its  full 
force,  if  all  the  preparations,  all  the  di- 
rection, all  the  a£tion  belong  to  the  king, 
and  if  the  legiflative  body  have  only  the 
exclufive  right  of  faying,  /  will  have 
war ,  or  I  will  have  peace.  But  fhew  me 
how  the  reprefentative  body,  prefling  fo 
clofely  on  the  executive  power,  can  avoid 
overftepping  the  almoft  imperceptible  li- 
mits which  occafion  their  feparation.  I 
am  fenfible  that  the  feparation  ftill  exifts. 
Adfcion  is  not  will;  but  this  line  of  de- 
markation*  is  much  more  eafily  demon- 
ftrated   than    preferved;    and    is    it  not 

*  Strange,  that  we  have  no  fuch  word  as  this  in 
Johnfotis  diftionary !  Surely  it  is  time  to  review  our 
language,  and,  in  place  of  that  crowd  of  obfoletc 
and  ufelefs  invalids,  introduce  flout  recruits,  though 
enlifted  in  foreign  countries.    VT. 

4  running 
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running  the  hazard  of  confounding  the 
two  powers,  or  rather  is  it  not  confound- 
ing them  already,  in  the  real  pra&ice  of 
civil  polity,  to  fuffer  them  to  approach  fo 
nearly  to  each  other?  B'efides,  is  it  not 
departing  from  thofe  principles,,  which 
already  have  been  fan&ioned  by  the  eon- 
ftitution  ? 

"  If  I  examine  the  inconveniences,  re- 
fulting  from  the  exclufive  right  given  to 
the  legiflative  body,  as  far  as  it  refpe&s 
ourfelves,  that  is,  with  refpeft  to  the  ob- 
ftacles,  which  the  enemies  of  the  public 
good  have  oppofed  unceafingly  to  your 
career,  what  a  multitude  of  new  adver- 
faries  are  you  not  going  to  ftir  up, 
amongft  thofe  who  have  hoped  to  recon- 
cile all  the  energy  of  liberty,  with  the 
exercife  of  the  royal  prerogative  ?  I  am 
fpeaking  of  thofe  only,  not  of  the  flat- 
terers, not  of  the  courtiers,  not  of  thofe 

degenerate 


ML  Djs  MiftABfiAu,      .  159 

degenerate  beings  who  prefer  defpotifm 
to  liberty ;  not  of  thofe  who,  in  this  tri- 
bune, have  had  the  aflurance  to  maintain, 
that  we  had  no  right  to  alter  the  conftitu- 
tion,  or  that  the  exercife  of  the  right  of 
peace  and  war,  is  infeparable  from  roy- 
alty, or  that  the  council  fo  often  corrupt- 
ed, which,  like  fatellites,  furrounds  kings, 
conveys  with  more  fidelity  the  public  fenfe 
of  httereft,  than  reprefentatives  ele&ed  by 
the  people.     It  is  not  of  fuch  blafphe- 
mers,  nor  of  their  impious  tenets,  nor  of 
their  impotent  attempts,  that   I  am  in- 
clined to   make   mention,    but  of  thofe 
men,   who,   formed  for  liberty,    are  in 
dread,   neverthelefs,   of  the  commotions 
incident  to  popular  ftates,  of  thofe  men, 
who,  after  having  confidered  the  perma- 
nence of  a  national  affembly,  as  the  fole 
barrier  againft  defpotifm,  confider  alfo  the 
2  royal 
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royal  power  as  a  ufeful  barrier  againft  ari- 
ftocracy*. 

*  After  all,  this  queftion  of  ariftocracy  is  a  dif- 
ficult one  for  France*    I  have  read  no  publications 
upon  the  late  revolution,  excepting  Mr.  Burke's  in- 
ve&ive.    But  all  fober  fpe&ators,  refle&ing  on  our 
own  government,  feem  to  wifli  for  a  juft  mixture  of 
ariftocracy   in  the  new   French  conftitution*    But 
the  nobles  of  France  compofe  a  multitude ;  the  no- 
bility of  England  is  but  a  handful.    To  admit  all  the 
nobles  of  France  to  an  hereditary  (hare  in  the  legis- 
lature, might,  if  they  threw  their  weight  into  the 
fcale  of  royalty,  prove  of  dangerous  confequence  to 
the  democratic  intereft.     Who  can  fay  that  they 
would  not  look  for  the  refurre&ion  of  their  deceafed 
privileges  ?     Again :  admit  but  a  part  of  them  ;  who 
(hall  be  received,  who  excluded  ?  an  inexhauftiblc 
fource  of  difcord.     Again:  inftead  of  granting  them 
hereditary  feats,  decree  that  the  upper  houfe  fhall  be 
eleftive;  another  fource  of  difcord.    What  violence, 
what  venality,  what  crimes  of  every  hue,  would  not 
accompany  fuch  elettions  ?    Perhaps,  all  that  one 
can  well  fay  to  the  French  in  this  knotty  bufinefs  is, 
God  guide  ye.     W. 

« la 
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.  **  In  fine,  with  reference  to  the  king, 
with  reference  to  his  fucceflbrs,  what  will 
be  the  inevitable  effeS  of  a  law,  which 
concentred  exclufively  in  the  legiflative 
body,  the  right  of  making  peace  or  war  ? 
To  weak  kings,  the  privation  of  authority 
will  prove  only  a  caufe  of  difcouragement 
and  ina&ivity  j  but  is  the  royal  dignity, 
then,  no  longer  to  make  a  part  of  the  na- 
tion's property  ?  A  king  encompafled  with 
perfidious  counfeliors,  perceiving  himfelf 
to  be  no  longer  on  an  equality  with  other 
kings,  will  imagine  himfelf  dethroned ;  he 
might  be  infenfible  of  his  lofs,  until  per- 
fuaded  of  it  by  others  j*  and  things  owe 
all  their  value,  and,  to  a  certain  degree, 
their*  reality,  to  opinion  alone.  An  up- 
right monarch  will  believe,  that,  at  leaft, 
the  throne  is  environed  by  quickfands 
and  all  the  fprings  of  the  public  force  will 
vol.  ri.  M  lofe 
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lofe  their  elafticity*.  An  ambitious 
prince,  difcontented  with  the  lot  which 
the  conftitution  hath  afligned  to  him, 
wUl  become  the  enemy  of  that  conftitu- 
tion^ of  which  he  ought  to  be  the  gua- 
rantee and  guardian* 

"  Muft  we,  then,  on  this  account,  re- 
turn to  our  late  flavery  ?  muft  we,  in 
order  to  leflfen  the  number  of  the  mal- 
contents^  ftain  our  immortal  conftitution 
by  the  adoption  of  falfe  meafures,  by 
the  adoption  of  falfe  principles  ?  This  is 
not  what  I  propofe,  fiiice,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  queftion  is,  whether  the  double 
co-operation  which  I  allow  to  the  two 
powers,  the  executive  and  legiflative,  in 
the  exercife  of  the  right  of  peace  and 
war,  were  not  more  favourable  to  national 
liberty. 

*  Sc  relac&eront. 

."  Imagine 
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u  Imagine  not  that  I  have  been  fe- 
duced  by  the  example  of  England,  who 
leaves  to  her  king  the  entire  exercife  of 
the  right  of  making  war  and  peace.  I 
myfelf  condemn  this  example. 

"  In  England,  the  king  is  not  confined 
to  the  repulfing  hoftilities ;  he  commences 
them,  he  orders  them ;  and  I,  on  the  con- 
trary, propofe  to  you  to  profecute  as  cri- 
minals, the  minifters,  or  their  agents,  who 
fliall  have  made  offenfive  war. 

"  In  England,  the  monarch  declares 
war  by  a  fimple  proclamation  in  his  own 
name ;  and  fuch  a  proclamation  being  an 
undoubted  national  a£t,  I  am  verv  far 
from  thinking,  either  that  it  fhould  be 
made  in  the  king's  name,  in  a  free  nation, 
or  that  there  can  be  a  declaration  of  war, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  legiflative 
body. 

M  2  "In 
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"  In  England,  the  king  is  not  obliged 
to  convoke  the  parliament,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  war;  and  frequently, 
during  a  long  interval,  the  legiflative  body 
unaflembled,  is  deprived  of  all  means  of 
influence  ;  while  the  monarch,  difplayihg 
all  the  forces  of  the  empire,  embarks  the 
nation  in  meafures,  which  fhe  will  be  in- 
capable of  preventing,  when,  at  length, 
file  is  confulted*.  On  the  contrary,  I 
^  propofe 

*  Here  I  believe  all  admirers  of  our  excellent 
conftitution  will  differ  from  M.  Mirabeau.  As  long 
as  parliament  holds  the  ftrings  of  the  purfe,  the 
king,  indeed,  may  commence  a  war,  but  I  defy  him 
to  carry  it  on.  And  even,  mould  a  war  be  entered 
upon,  during  the  interval  between  one  feflion  and 
another,  the  right  of  impeachment  at  a  future 
day,  is  an  awful  check  upon  adminiftration.  If  an 
Englifli  minifter  hath  any  regard  for  his  place,  w 
for  his  head,  he  will  be  careful  of  going  to  war, 

without 


M.  De  Mieabeau.  105 

propofe    to   oblige  the   king  to   notify,    . 
incontinently,  the   hoftilities   either   im- 
pending bjr  commenced,   and  to  decree 
that  the  legiflative  body  {hall  be  then  in- 
Aantly  re-affembled, 

•4C  In  England,  the  head  of  the  ftate  can 
make  war  for  his  own  aggrandizement, 
for  the  fake  of  conqueft,  that  is,  in  order 
to  exercife  the  trade  of  tyranny.  On  the 
contrary,  I  propofe  to  you  to  declare  to 
all  Europe,  that  you  will  never  employ 

without  firft  founding  the  inclination  of  the  public. 
The  ftem  difapprobation  of  the  people's  reprefenta- 
tives,  either  at  or  after  the  commencement  of  a  war, 
is  what  no  wife  minifler  will  rifle  incurring,  and 
what,  if  he  were  to  rUk  it,  he  could  not  withftand. 
Doubtlefs,  few  of  my  readers  are  unacquainted  with 
M.  DeLoltnts  ingenious  book  upon  the  Englifh  Con- 
stitution :  he  hath  there  treated  of  the  point  above- 
mentioned,  in  a  manner  that  might  have  fatisfied 
even  M.  de  Mirabeau.     W. 

M  3  the 
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the  public  force  againft  the  liberty  of  any 
nation.  , 

"  In  England,  the  king  experiences  no 
other  obftacle,  than  the  refufal  of  parlia- 
mentary fupplies ;  and  the  enormous  debt 
of  the  nation  is  an  ample  proof,  that  that 
barrier  is  inefficient,  and  that  the  art  of 
impoverifliing  nations  is  an  engine  of 
defpotifm,  equally  formidable  with  any 
other.  On  the  contrary,  I  propofe  to  you 
to  appropriate  to  the  legiflative  body,  the 
right  of  approving  or  difapproving  the 
war,  of  preventing  any  recourfe  being  had 
to  force  of  arms,  when  there  hath  not  yet 
been  any  hoftility ;  and  the  right,  even 
after  the  war  hath  met  with  approbation, 
of  requefting  the  monarch  to  negotiate 
a  peace. 

"  In  fine,  the  militia  of  England  is  not 
organized  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  coun- 

terpoife 
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terpoife  the  public  force,  which  is  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  fovereign.  Now,  I 
propofe,  on  the  contrary,  that,  in  cafe  the 
king  makes  war  in  perfon,  the  legiflative 
body  fhall  be  invefted  with  the  right,  of 
aflembling  fuch  a  portion  of  the  national 
guard,  and  in  fuch  place,  as  it  fhall  deem 
expedient.  And,  undoubtedly,  ihould 
this  precaution  appear  dangerous  or  ufe- 
lefs,  you  will  at  leaft  organize  that  inter- 
nal force  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  form  an 
army  for  the  defence  of  public  liberty,  as 
you  have  already  raifed  one  for  the  pro- 
tection of  your  frontiers. 

"  Let  us  now  fee  whether  there  ftill 
remain  any  obje&ions,  which  I  have  not 
overturned  in  the  fyftem  which  I  oppofe. 

u  The  king,  then,  it  is  faid,  will  be  able 
to  carry  on  unjuft  wars,  wars  which  are 
anti-national !  But  fuch  an  obje&ion,  gen- 
tlemen, cannot  be  pointed  againft  me,  who 
M  4  am 
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am  for  granting  to  the  king  only  a  fimple 
co-operation,  in  t\\e  exercife  of  the  right 
of  war; 'and  I  would  fjrin  kppw  fron* 
yourfelves,  how  anti-national  wars  could 
have  any  plape  in  my  fyftem.  Can  you, 
really  and  truly,  deny  the  influence  of  a 
legiflative  body,  continually  prefent,  conT 
tinually  on  the  watch  ;  which  will  have 
it  in  its  power  not  only  to  tefufp  fupplies, 
but  alfo  to  approve  or  difapprove  the  war, 
but  alfo  to  requeft  a  negotiation  of  peace? 
Nay  more,  do  you  account  as  nothing, 
the  influence  of  a  nation  organized  in 
every  part,  and  which  is  perpetually  tq 
exercife  the  right  of  petitioning  according 
to  legal  forms  ?  A  defpotic  monarch  might 
be  arretted  in  his  progrefs  j  and  fhall  not 
a  citizen-king,  a  king  placed  in  the  midft 
of  an  armed  people,  be  fubjeft  to  the  like 
controul  ? 
?'  It  is  alked,  who  is  to  watch  over  the 

Jringdom, 
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Jkingdom,  when  the  executive  power  fhail 
put  in  motion  all  its  force  ?  I  anfwer,  the 
Jaw,  the  conftitution,  the  equilibrium  ever 
maintained  between  the  force  internal  and 
the  force  external. 

"  It  is  faid,  that  we  are  not  cut  out*  for 
liberty,  like  the  Englijb  ;  but  we  are  pof- 
iefled  of  greater  means  for  the  preferva- 
Jtion  of  liberty,  and  therefore  I  propofe 
greater  precautions. 

"  Our  conftitution  is  not  yet  eftabliftied; 
a  war  may  be  lighted  up,  with  no  other 
view  than  to  gain  a  pretext  for  calling  out 
a  mighty  force,  and  for  foon  turning  that 
force  againft  us.  Wdl,  let  us  pay  a  pro- 
per attention  to  fqch  fears ;  but  let  us  dif- 
tinguiflx  the  prefent  moment  from  the 
durable  efle&s  of  a  cQnftitution,  and  let  us 
pot  confider  is  everlafting,  the  provifipnal 

*  Encadrcs- 

difpofitions, 
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difpofitions,  which  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  of  a  grand  national  convention 
may  fuggeft  to  us.  But,  if  you  carry  the 
diftruft  of  the  moment  into  futurity,  have 
a  care  that,  by  dint  of  exaggerating  our 
fears,  we  render  not  the  prefervatives 
worfe  than  the  very  malady ;  and  that, 
inftead  of  uniting  the  citizens  by  the  bond 
of  freedom,  we  do  not  fplit  them  into 
two  parties,  ever  ready  to  confpire  one 
againft  the  other.  If,  at  every  ilep  we 
take,  we  be  threatened  with  the  refufcita- 
tion  of  departed  defpotifm  j  if  the  dan- 
gers from  a  very  minute  part  of  the  pub- 
lie  force,  be  inceflantly  oppofed  as  an  ob- 
jection, notwithftanding  the  millions  of 
men  who  are  in  arms  for  the  conftitution, 
what  other  line  of  action  then  remains  ? 
Let  us  perifh  this  very  inftant.  Let  us 
whelm  the  vaulted  roofs  of  this  temple 

upon 
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upon  our  heads,  and,  to-day,  expire  free- 
men, if  to-morrow  we  muft  be  flaves  *. 

"  We  muft,  it  is  further  faid,  reftrain 
the  ufe  of  the  public  force  in  the  hands 
of  the  monarch;  I  think  as  you  do,  and 
we  differ  only  as  to  the  means.  Beware,  . 
left,  in  endeavouring  to  reftrain  his  hands, 
you  prevent  them  from  a£ting  altogether. 

u  But,  according  to  the  rigour  of  prin- 
ciples, can  a  ftate  of  war  ever  commence, 
without  the  nation's  having  determined 
upon  the  propriety  of  the  meafure  ? 

"  To  this  I  anfwer :  the  intereft  of  the 
jiation  is,  that  all  hoftility  be  repelled  by 
him  who  hath  the  direction  of  the 
public  force ;  this  is  what  I  underftanS 
by  a  ftate  of  war.  The  intereft  of  a  na- 
tion is,  that  the  warlike  preparations 
made  by  neighbouring  powers,   be  ba- 

*  Bravo  /—Might  we  not  think  that  he  Jiere  al-    • 

Wed  to  the  death  of  Sampfon  ?    W, 

lanced 
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lanced  by  preparations  on  our  fide  ;  here 
again  is   the    ftate   of  war,  under  ano- 
ther point  of  view.     No  deliberation  can 
precede  fuch  events,  fuch  preparatibns.  It 
is  when  hoftility,  pr  the  neceffity  of  de- 
fence by  force  of  arms,  which  compre- 
hends every  cafe,  ihall  be  notified  to  the 
legiflative  body,  that  it  will  take  the  mea- 
fures  which  I  propofe ;  it  will  approve  or 
difapprove ;  it  will  requeft  a  negotiation 
of  peace ;  it  will  grant  or  refufe  the  ne- 
cefTary   fupplies ;    it    will    impeach   the 
minifters;    it   will   arrange   the  internal 
force  ;  it  will  confirm  the  treaty  of  peace, 
or-will  refufe  to  ratify  it.     I  know  but  of 
fliis  one  mode,  of  allowing  the  legiflative 
body  a  ufeful  co-operation,  in  the  exercife 
of  the  right  of  war  and  peace,  that  is,  a 
mixt  power,  participating  at  once  of  ac- 
tion and  of  will. 

"  But  will  not  the  preparations  alfo, 

which 
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Which  are  to  be  left  in  the  king's  hands, 
become  a  dangerous  inftrument?  Un- 
doubtedly they  will ;  but  it  is  a  danger 
unavoidable  in  every  fyftem.  It  is  very 
evident,  that,  in  order  to  concentrate,  ufe- 
fully,  in  the  legiflative  body,  the  exclufive 
exercife  of  the  right  of  war  and  peace, 
we  muft  leave  it  alfo  the  care  of  fuperin- 
tending  the  preparations.  But  can  you 
do  fo,  without  altering  the  form  of  go- 
vernment ?  And,  if  the  king  is  to  be 
charged  with  the  preparations ;  if  he  h 
obliged,  by  the  nature  and  extent  of  our 
pofleffions,  to  diftribute  that  warlike  ap- 
paratus afar  off,  muft  we  not  therefore 
allow  him  a  great  latitude  in  the  means  ? 
Would  not  limiting  the  preparations  be 
the  fame  thing  as  deftroying  them? 
Now,  I  afk  you,  whether,  when  the  pre- 
parations are  in  being,  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ftate  of  war  depend  on  us,  or 

upon 
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upon  chance,  or  on  the  enemy  ?  I  afk 
you,  whether,  frequently,  feveral  battles 
(hall  not  have  been  fought,  before  the 
king  can  know  a  fyllable  of  the  matter, 
before  any  fuch  hoftile  meafures  can  be 
notified  to  the  nation  ? 

a  But,  might  not  the  legiflative  body 
be  allowed  a  concurrence  in  the  prepara- 
tions for  a  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  dimi- 
nifhing  the  danger  of  fuch  preparations  ? 
Might  not  a  committee  of  the  National 
Aflembly  be  appointed  to  keep  an  eye 
on  them?  Have  a  care,  gentlemen ;  we 
fhould  confound  all  the  powers,  by  con- 
founding a&ion  with  will,  direction  with 
law ;  the  executive  power  would  ere  long 
become  only  the  agent  of  a  committee ; 
we  fhould  thus  affume  the  function  not 
only  of  legiflating,  but  likewife  of  go- 
verning ;  for  what  limits  can  you  affign 
to  this  concurrence,  to  this  fuperintend- 
4  '  ance  ? 
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ance  ?  In  vain  wopld  you  affign  any ;  in 
fpite  of  all  your  forecaft,  they  will  every 
one  be  violated. 

"  Have  a  care  too,  with  regard  to  an- 
other point.  Are  you  not  afraid  of  pal- 
fying  the  executive  power,  by  this  co- 
operation of  means  ?  In  matters  relative 
to  execution,  what  is  to  be  the  work  of 
many,  is  never  well  done  by  any.  JBe- 
fides,  where,  in  fuch  an  order  of  things, 
are  we  to  look  for  that  refponfibility, 
which  ought  to  be  the  segis  of  our  new, 
conftitution  ? 

"  In  fine,  have  we  nothing  to  fear  from 
a  king,  who,  mafking  his  fchemes  of 
defpotifm  under  the  appearance  of  a  ne- 
ceflary  war,  fhould  re-enter  the  kingdom 
at  the  head  of  a  vi&orious  army,  not  in 
order  to  refume  his  poft  pf  king-citi- 
zen,  but  for  the   purpofe  of  re-pofleff- 

ing. 
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ing  himfelf  of  the  iron  throne  of  ty- 
ranny*? 

"  Well  then,  what  is  likely  to  happen  ? 
I  fuppofe,  that  a  warrior-king  and  con- 
queror, uniting  with  military  talents  the 
vices  which  corrupt  men,  and  the  amiable 
qualities  which  captivate  them,  is  not  at 
all  a  prodigy,  and  that  it  behoves  us,  by 
fage  laws,  to  provide  againft  fuch  prodigies, 

"  I  go  upon  the  fuppoftfibn,  that  fome 
corps  of  a  national  army,  may  not  poflefs 
fufficient  patriotifm  and  virtue  to  refift  a 
tyrant,  and  that  fuch  a  king  might  find  it 
as  eafy  to  lead  the  French  againft  the 
French,  as  Csefar  did  (and  Caefar  was  not 
born  a  king)  to  prevail  upon  a  few  Gauls 
to  pafs  the  Rubicon  f . 

*  Mais  pour  reconquerir  eclui  des  tytans* 
I  Audi  facilement  que  Cefar,  qui  n'etoit  pas  ne  fur 
le  trone,  fit  pafier  le  Rubicon  a  des  Gaulois. 

"  But 
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*  But  let  me  afk  you,  whether  this 
obje&ion  be  not  applicable  to  all  the  fyf- 
tems,  and  whether  we  fhall  never  have 
need  to  arm  a  numerous  public  force, 
becaufe  the  exclufive  exercife  of  the  right 
of  war  and  peace,  fhall  be  veiled  in  the 
legiflative  body  ? 

"  Let  me  afk  you,  whether,  by  fuch  an 
objeftion,  you  are  not  precifely  introduc- 
ing into  monarchies,  the  inconveniences 
peculiar  to  republics  ?  for,  it  is  chiefly  in 
popular  governments  that  fuch  fuccefles 
are  to  be  dreaded.     It  was  amongft  na- 
tions which  had  no  kings,  that  fuch  fuc- 
cefTes  paved  the  way  to  royalty.     It  was 
to  Carthage,  it  was  to  Rome,  that  fuch  ci- 
tizens as   Hannibal  and  Caefar,   became 
dangerous.     Wither  the  hopes  of  ambi- 
tion, dry  up  her   fap,  blaft  her*;  let  a 

monarch 

*  In  two  words,  "TarH&s  A'ambition." — This  is 
VOL.  II.  N  beating 
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monarch  have  nothing  to  figh  for,  but 
that  in  which  the  law  can  gratify  him; 
make  his  magiftracy  what  it  ought  to  be, 
and  indulge  no  further  fears,  that  a  royal 
rebel,  abdicating  his  crown,  may  run  the 
rifk  of  hurrying  from  a  vidtory  to  the 
fcaffold* 

beating  a  fmall  bit  of  gold  into  leaf:  it  is  unfurling 
a  bright  conception  and  letting  its  ftrong  colours  be 
feen  to  beft  advantage.  Nevertlu  kfs,  the  fublime 
delignts  in  brevity.     W. 

#  Here  fome   murmurs   interrupted  the   orator. 

M.  Defpremenil  flood  up  and  faid :  "  I  defire  that 

M.  Mirabeau  be  called  to  order-,  he  is  forgetting 

that  the  king's  perfon  hath  been  declared  inviolable.? 

MIRABEAU. 

«  I  (hall  take  care  how  i!  anfwer  the  charge  of  dif- 

loyalty  preferred  againft  me :  you  have  all  heard  the 

cafe  that  I  was   fuppofing,  namely,  that  of  a  de- 

f£  otic  monarch  who  revolts  againft  his  people,  who 

comes  home  with  an  army  of  Frenchmen,  to  re-pof- 

fefs  himfelf  of  the  ftrong  hold  of  tyranny :  now,  a 

king  is,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  a  king  no  longer."— Tie  halt 

refunded  with  applaufe,  and  the  orator  proceeded— 
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cc  It  were  difficult,  and  even  ufelefs,  to 
continue  a  debate,  already  but  too  long, 
amidft  applaufe  and  difapprobation  alike 
extravagant,  alike  unjuft.  I  have  fpoken, 
becaufe  I  deemed  that  it  was  not  for  me 
to  difpenfe  with  fpeaking,  upon  an 
occafion  of  fuch  importance.  I  have 
fpoken  according  to  my  confcience  and  my 
opinion;  I  owe  to  this  afTembly  only 
what  I  confidet  as  truth,  and  I  have  uttered 
that  truth.'  I  have  uttered  it  perhaps  ra- 
ther boldly,  while  wreftling  with  potent 
adverfaries.  I  were  unworthy  of  the 
office  wherewith  I  am  intrufted;  I  were 
unworthy  of  being  numbered  amongft  the 
friends  of  liberty,  fhould  I  diflemble  my 
fentiments,  while  inclined  to  a  middle 
party,  between  the  opinion  of  thofe  whom 
I  love  and  hold  in  honour,  and  the  coun- 
fels  of  men  who  have  been  moft  at  va- 
N  2  riance 
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nance  with  me,  fmce  the  commencement 
of  this  aflembly. 

u   You  have   grafped  my  fyftem;   it 
conflfts  in  affigning  a  concurrent  exer* 
cife  of  the  right  of  making  war  and  peace, 
to  the  two  powers  which  have  been  func- 
tioned by  the  conftitution.     I  think  I  have 
combated,    with    advantage,     the   argu* 
ments  likely  to  be   adduced  upon    this 
queftion,  in  favour,  of  the  exclufive  fyf- 
tems.   There  is  but  one  unanfwerable  ob* 
jedion,   which   hath   place   in  all   their 
fyftems,  and  equally  in  mine,  and  which 
will  ever  embarrafs  the  various  queftions, 
that  fhall  touch  upon  the  confufion  of  the 
powers ;  and  that  is,  how  to  determine 
upon  the  means  of  obviating  the  laft  de- 
gree of  the  abufe.     I  know  of  but  one  2 
one,  and  but  one,  will  be  difcovered,  and 
I  fhall  denote  it  by  this  trite,  and  perhaps 

inelegant 
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inelegant  allufion,  which  I  have  already 
allowed  myfelf  to  make  ufe  of  in  this 
place,  but  which  defcribes  my  idea  ex* 
a£fcly.  It  is  the  alarm-bell  of  necejfity^ 
which  alone  can  give  the  fignal,  when  the 
moment  is  arrived  for  fulfilling  the  impre* 
fcriptible  duty  of  refiftance;  that  duty 
^ver  imperious  when  the  conftitution  hath 
been  violated,  ever  triumphant  when  the 
refiftance  is  juft,  and  truly  national*. 

"  I  am  now  going  to  read  to  you  my 
plan  of  the  decree :  it  is  not  good,  it  ia  ♦ 
incomplete.  A  decree  upon  the  right  of 
war  and  peace,  will  never  truly  become 
the  moral  code  of  the  law  of  nations,  until 
you  (hall  have  conftitutionally  organized 
the  army,  the  fleet,  the  finances,  your 
national  guards,  your  colonies.  It  is  my 
carneft  defire,  then,  that  gentlemen  will 

*  Bravo! 

N  3  perfect 
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perfeft  the  fcheme  which  I  have  drawn 
out,  it  is  my  defire  that  they  will  propofe 
to  us  a  better,  I  will  not  attempt  to  con- 
ceal the  fentiments  of  diffidence,  with 
which  I  prefent  it  to  you ;  I  will  not  con- 
ceal, too,  my  profound  regret,  that  the 
man  who  hath  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
conftitution,  and  who  hath  contributed 
the  moft  to  your  immortal  work,  that  the 
man .  who  hath  revealed  to  the  world  the 
true  principles  of  reprefentative  govern- 
ment, condemns  himfelf  to  a  filence 
which  I  deplore,  which  I  efteem  criminal, 
however  ungratefully  his  immenfe  fer- 
vice6  may  have  been  repaid,  that  the  Abbe 
Sieyes — I  afk  his  pardon  for  naming 
him — does  not  himfelf  advance  to'infert 
in  the  conftitution,  one  of  the  greateft 
fprings  which  a&uate  the  ftate  of  civil  po- 
lity, I  am  the  more  grieved  at  this  dere- 
liction, 
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ii&ion,  finee,  crufhed  under  a  weight  far 
aboVfC  my  ftrength  of  intellect,  inceflantly 
called  away  by  that  recolle&ion  and  medi- 
tation, which  are  the  prime  powers  of 
man,  I  had  not  dire&ed  my  attention  to 
this  queftion,  accuftomed  as  I  was  to  rely 
upon  that  illuftrious  thinker*,  for  putting 
the  laft  hand  to  his  own  admirable  work- 
manfhip.  I  have  preffed  him,  conjured 
him,  entreated  him  as  a  fuppliant,  in  the 
name  of  that  friendfhip  with  which  he 
honours  me,  in  the  name  of  patriotism, 
that  fentiment  otherwife  fo  facred  and  full 
of  energy,  to  endow  usf  with  his  ideas, 
not  to  leave  fuch  a  vaft  chafm  in  the  con- 
ftitution.  He  refufed  me ;  I  tell  it  open- 
ly.    I   conjure    you,    however,    to   call 

*  Ce  grand  penfeur. 

f  De  nous  doter  de  fes  idees. 

N  4  upon 
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upon  him  for  his  opinion,  which  ought 
not  to  be  kept  fecret  j  to  tear,  at  length, 
from  the  arms  of  difcouragemeat,  a  man\ 
whofe  filence  and  ina&ion  I  confider  as  a 
public  calamity*. 

"  After  this  declaration,  for  the  can- 
dour  of  which  at  leaft  you  will  give  me 
credit,  if  you  will  difpenfe  with  my  read* 
ing  my  plan  of  the  decree,  I  fhall  be 
grateful  for  thp  indulgence.  [Rtadr  read.  ] 
You  are  determined,  then,  that  I  fhall 
read  it:  bear  in  mind  that  I  do  fo  in 
obedience  to  ydur  command,  and  that  \ 
have  had  the  courage  to  rifk  your  difplea-. 
fure,  in  my  zeal  to  do  you  fervice. 

"  I  move  you  to  decree  the  following, 
as  conftitutional  articles. 

*  I  know  of  no  paffagc  in  Cicero,  of  the  compli- 
mentary  kind,  fuperior  to  this  angry  eulogium  on  th$ 
Abbe  Sieyes.    W. 

Article 


« 
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Article  I. 

The  right  of  making  war  and  peace 
belongs  to  the  nation. 

"  The  exercife  of  this  right  fhall  be 
delegated  concurrently  to  the  legiflative 
body  and  the  executive  power,  in  the 
manner  following  : 

"  II.  The  care  of  watching  over  the 
"  external  fecurity  of  the  empire,  of  main- 
taining its  rights  and  its  poffeffions,  be- 
longs to  the  king;  accordingly,  for  him 
alone  fhall  it  be  lawful  to  keep  up  political 
conne&ions  with  foreign  powers,  cdndu(3: 
negotiations,  make  choice  of  the  proper 
agents  to  be  employed  in  fuch  affairs, 
make  warlike  prepaf  &tions ;  proportioned  to 
rfiofe  made  by  the  neighbouring  ftates, 
diftribute  the  forces  by  fea «  md  land,  in  fuch 
planner  as  he  fhall  deem  e;  ipedient,  and  re*- 
gulate  the  dire&ion  of  the  >m  in  cafe  of  war. 

III.  "  In 
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"  III.  In  the  cafe  of  hoftilities  impend- 
ing or  commenced,  of  an  ally  to  be  fup- 
ported,  of  a  right  to  be  aflerted  by  force 
of  arms,  it  fhall  be  incumbent  on  the 
king  to  notify,  without  delay,  fuch  circumT 
fiance  to  the  legiflative  body,  to  make 
known  the  caufes  and  the  motives,  and  to 
afk  for  the  neceflary  fupplies ;  and,  fhould 
the  neceffity  for  fuch  notification  arife 
during  the  recefs  of  the  legiflative  body, 
that  body  fhall  be  immediately  re-af- 
fefnbled. 

"  IV.  If,  upon  fuch  notification,  the 
legiflative  body  deem,  that  the  hoftilities 
commenced  are  a  criminal  aggreffion  on 
the  part  of  miniftry,  or  of  fome  other 
agent  of  the  executive  power,  the  author 
of  fuch  aggreflion  fhall  be  impeached  as 
guilty  of  treafon  againft  the  nation ;  the 
National  Aflemhly  declaring,  to  that  end, 

that 
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that  the  French  nation  renounces  con- 
queft,  of  what  kind  foever  it  be,  and  that 
it  will  never,  employ  its  force  againft  the 
liberty  of  any  ftate. 

"  V.  If,  in  cafe  of  the  faid  notification, 
the  legiflative  body  refufe  the  neceflary 
fupplies,  and  manifeft  its  difapprobation 
of  the  war,  it  fhall  be  incumbent  on  the 
king  to  take  fuch  meafures,  immediately, 
as  may  prevent,  or  put  a  ftop  to  all  hofti- 
lity,  the  minifters  remaining  refponfible 
for  delays, 

"  VI.  The  formulary  of  the  declaration 
of  war,  and  of  the  treaties  of  peace,  fhall 
be,  On. the  part  of  the  king  of 
the  French,  and  in  the  name  05 
the  nation. 

* 

"  VII.  In  the  cafe  of  ^n  impending 
war,  the  legiflative  body  fhall  extend  its 
(eflion  into  the  cuftomary  intervals  of  re- 

ceft, 


i83  Speeches  of 

cefs,  and  may  continue  to  fit,  without  any* 
recefs,  as  long  as  the  war  fhall  endure. 

"  VIII.  During  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  war,  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  the  legifla- 
tive  body  to  requeft  the  executive  power 
to  negotiate  a  peace,  and,  in  cafe  the  king 
fliall  head  the  army  in  perfon,  the  legifla- 
tive  body  fliall  have  the  right  of  aflem- 
bling  fuch  a  number  of  the  national 
guards,  and  in  fuch  place,  as  it  fhall 
deem  expedient. 

"  IX.  At  the  moment  when  the  war 
fhall  ceafe,  the  legiflative  body  fhall  fix 
the  fpace  of  time,  within  which  the  troops 
extraordinary  fliall  be  difbanded,  and  the 
army  reduced  to  the  permanent  eftaMifh- 
ment ;  the  pay  of  the  faid  troops  fliall  be 
continued  no  longer  than  to  that  fixed 
time,  after  which,  fhould  the  troops  ex- 
traordinary  remain  ftill    embodied,    the 

minifter 
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Jminifter  fliall  be  refponfible,  and  be  im- 
peached as  guilty  of  treafon  againft  the 
nation.  To  this  end,  it  fliall  be  incum- 
bent on  the  committee  of  confiitution,  to 
confider  forthwith  of  the  mode  of  minifte- 
rial  refponfibility. 

, ,  X.  It  belongs  to  the  king  to  conclude 
and  fign  all  treaties  of  peace,  of  alliance, 
and  of  commerce  with  foreign  powers, 
and  fuch  other  conventions  as  he  (hall 
deem  confiftent  with  the  welfare  of  the 
date  ;  but  the  faid  treaties  and  conventions 
(hall  become  efFe&ive,  only  fo  far  as  they 
fliall  have  been  ratified  by  the  legiflative 
fcody*". 

This  fpeech  obtained  great  applaufe. 
—It  merited  calumny. 

June 

*  In  the  courfe  of  this  mod  able  oration,   the 
jreadcr  hath  noticed  what  opinions  were  entertained 

bv 
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June  21,  1790. 
M.  Barnave  at  length  made  his  appear- 
ance in  the  tribune,  and,  in  a  very  well- 
made 

by  Mirabeau,  with  refpeft  to  certain  parts  of  our 
unparalleled  conftitution.  Thofe  opinions  are, 
doubtlefs,  Co  many  errors.  It  muft,  neverthelefs, 
be  owned,  that  Mirabeau  hath  handled  in  a  very 
mafterly  manner,  the  grand  queftion  concerning  the 
co-operation  of  the  executive  and  legiflative  powers, 
which  are  the  two  main  pillars  of  every  conftitu- 
tion. 

Let  us  hazard  a  concife  aflertion,  and  deliver  it 
with  philofophical  folemnity.  The  conftitution  of 
England  will  peri/b,  when  the  legi/lative  power  Jhall 
have  become  morefacliouSy  than  the  executive  is  ambitious. 
We  know  but  too  well,  that  it  is  not  at  all  impoflible, 
for  a  fa&ion  to  poffefs  itfelf  of  the  feats  in  a  legifla- 
tive aflembly,  and,  by  fome  artful  and  audacious 
meafure,  arrayed  in  the  garb  of  law,  and  by  render- 
ing the  royal  maglftrate  "  a  fplendid  cypher,"  to  im- 
pofe  a  new  and  unexpected  domination  upon  the 

ftate. 
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made  fpeech,  appeared  lefs  to  endeavour 
at  offering  a  new  opinion,  than  at  com- 
bating 

ftate.  In  Rome,  the  Agrarian  law  of  the  tribune 
RulluSy  for  veiling  in  t;en  perfons,  during  the  fpace 
of  five  years,  an  uncontrolled  power  of  forming  colo- 
nies of  the  poorer  citizens,  in  fuch  lands  as  belong- 
ed to  the  commonwealth  by  right  of  conqueft,  was 
one  of  the  mod  infidious  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
daring  legal  projects,  which  had  ever  been  attempted 
in  favour  of  faction  and  ambition.  Fortunately  for 
Rome,  it  mifcarried,  by  the  eloquence  and  activity 
of  Cicero, 

A  queftion  might  be  ftarted,  whether,  in  the 
Englifh  Conftitution,  it  were  not  better  that  there 
fliould  exift  an  inceflant  oppofition  to  miniftry,  even 
"though  that  oppofition  be  compofed  of  a  mere 
la&ion*,  than  that  there  fliould  be  no  oppofition 

•  Lord  Bolittgbroke  hath  well  diftinguifhed  between  faSilon  and 
farty.  "  Fa&ion,"  fays  he,  u  depends  upon  the  hopes  of  a  few, 
Party  upon  the  fears  of  the  many.'* 

whatever. 
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bating  what  had  been  advanced  the  day 
before  by  M.  Mirabeau. — The  reply  of 

whatever.  I  am  inclined  to  the  affirmative  j  but  on 
this  condition,  that  the  people  will  be  as  watchful  of 
the  oppofition  as  of  the  miniftry.  If  it  behoves"us  to 
be  jealous  of  the  executive  power,  it  equally  behoves 
us  to  be  jealous  of  the  legiflative.  Men  are  naturally 
induced  to  fufpeft  the  former ;  but  they  are  alfo  as 
naturally  induced  to  pay  a  blind  reverence  to  the 
latter,  and  to  confider  it  as  a  friend  incapable  of 
wronging  them. 

With  regard  to  the  French  affairs,  one  might  ven- 
ture to  affert,  that  the  finaliffue  will  depend  on  the 
refpe&ability  of  the  reprefentative  aflembly ;  that  is, 
.upon  vigilance  co-operating  with  integrity.  It  was 
a  fortunate  circumftance  for  the  exiled  Stuart  family, 
that  the  death  of  Charles  I.  w'as  fucceeded  by  ail 
ufurpation.  For  the  people  at  length  fickened,  at 
the  idea  of  having  been  betrayed  from  defpotifm  to 
defpotifm.  Had  a  regular,  and  legal  republican 
form  of  government,  taken  place  in  England  after  the 
king's  execution,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Monar- 
chy would  never  again  have  (hewn  her  face  in  this 
Wand.    W. 

4  the 
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the  latter  will  fhew,  whether  M.  Barnave 
had  been  as  juft,  as  he  had.  been  feducing. 
He  concluded  with  prefenftig  the  fol- 
lowing difpofitions;, 

"  To  the  king,  fupreme  depofitary  of 

the  executive  power,  belongs  the  right  of 

» 

providing  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fron- 
tiers, of  prote&ing  the  national  property, 
of  making  the  neceflary  preparations,  of 
directing  the  forces  by  fea  and  land,  of 
commencing  negotiations,  of  nominating 
embafladors,  of  figning  treaties,  of  making 
to  the  legiflative  body,  fuch  propofitions 
with  refpe&  to  peace  and  war,  as  to  him 
'  (hall  appear  expedient ;  but  the  legiflative 
body  fhall  exclufively  exercife  the r  right 
of  declaring,  war  and  peace,  and  of  con- 
cluding treaties." 

We  think  it  ufelefs  to  repeat,  that,  in 
vol,.  11.  O  the 
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the  courfe  of  giving  his  opinion,  M.  Bar* 
nave  let  fall  feveral  expreflions  offenfive  to 
Mirabeau ;  but  what  it  becomes  us  to  tell, 
is,  that  the  difcourfe  of  M.  Barnave  pro- 
duced a  very  great  effed,  and  that  part  of 
the  aflembly  called  fuddenly  for  the  ques- 
tion, to  be  put  upon  the  plan  of  decree 
which  he  had  prefented. 

M.  Cazales  defired  that  the  debate 
fhould  be  adjourned  to  the  morrow ;  but 
that,  on  the  morrow <>  the  difcuffion  fhould 
be*tlofed. 

MIRABEAU. 


u 


I  afcend  the  tribune,  in  order  to  Sup- 
port the  motion  of  the  member  who  fpoke 
laft;  but  I  Call  for  an  explanation  of  the 
words  :  The  dlfcujfion  Jhall  be  clofed.  The 
many,  the  great  many  members  of  this 

aflembly, 
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aflembly,  who  appear  feduced,  perfuaded, 
or  convinced,  by  the  fpeech  of  M.  Bar- 
riave,  either  believe  that  that  fpeech  will 
triumph  over  all  reply,  or  they  do  not  be- 
lieve fo.  If  they  do  believe  fo,  I  fhould 
imagine,  that  one  may  expert  from  the 
generofity  of  their  admiration,  that  they 
will  not  dread  a  reply,  and  that  they  will 
leave  us  the  liberty  of  anfwering  objec- 
tions; if  they  do  not  believe  fo,  their 

DUTY  IS,  TO  LISTEN  TO  INSTRUC- 
TION*. 

"  At  the  fame  time  that  I  acknowledge 
a  very  confiderable  fhare  of  ability  in  the 
fpeech  of  M.  Barnave,  my  opinion  is, 
that  his  whole  argumentation  may  be 
overturned,  that  he  hath  not  ftated  the 
true  points  of  difficulty,  and  that  he  hath 

*  Is  not  this  paragraph  much  in  the  manner  of  the 
late  Mr.  Flood?    W.     • 

O  2  negle&ed 
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negle&ed  either  fome  of  my  arguments, 
or  fome  of  the  points  of  view  under 
which  they  were  prefented.  I  claim,  at 
Jeaft,  the  right  of  replying  in  my  turn. 

♦c  I  demand,  that  the  queftion  be  dif- 
cufled  again  to-morrow,  and  that  it  be 
not  determined  until  after,  by  a  fentiment 
of  confidence  or  diftruft,  the  aflembly  fhall 
have  clofed  the  difcuflion,  [Here  fome 
murmurs  were  beard.]  My  principal 
argument  at  this  moment,  is,  the  very 
warmth  difplayed  in  oppofition  to  my  de^ 
m^nd." 


June  22, 179P. 

Before  we  come  to  analyfe  fome  opi- 
nions which  precede  the  reply  of  Mira- 
beau  to  M.  Barnave,  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to 
my  readers,  to  relate  certain  fa&s  of  con- 

fiderable  importance. 

The 
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• 

The  enemies  of  our  orator  went  fo  far, 
as  to  mifreprefent  the  fyftem  which  he 
had  fupported  in  the  foregoing  debate. 
And  the  people,  that  is,  fome  obfcure  men, 
who,  accordiiig  to  a  cruel  cuftom  among 
us,  are  called  the  people,  had  been  wrought 
upon  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  even  the  life 
of  Mirabeau  was  threatened*. 

Already 

*  Mirabeau,  upon  this  occafion,  became  the 
obje£t  of  fo  many  imputations  and  calumnies,  that 
he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  fubmit  both  his 
Speech  and  his  Reply,  to  the  tribunal  of  all  the . 
departments.  He  accordingly  ordered  them  to  be 
printed,  and  the  following  was  his  epiftle  dedica- 
tory: 

To  the  Gentlemen  Admiritftrators  of  the  Department^. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  As  long  as  they  calumniated  only  my  private 

life,  I  remained  filent,  either,  becaufe  a  rigid  filence 

is  a  juft  expiation  for  faults  purely  perfonal,  how- 

O  3  ever 
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Already  an  infamous  libel  was  hawked 
through  the  ftreets    of  Paris,    entitled : 

The 

ever  excufable  they  might,  be,  and  I  wiflied  to  be 
obliged  to  time  alone,  and  to  my  ferviccs,  for  the 
efteem  of  thofe  whofe  efteem  is  worth  having  * ;  or, 
(till  more,  becaufe  I  ever  confidered  the  rod  of  pub- 
lic cenfure  as  infinitely  refpe&able,  even  when, 
placed  in.  the  hands  of  my  enemies ;  or,  moil  of 
all,  becaufe  I  have  been  always  of  opinion,  that 
it  favours  of  narrow  egotifm  and  ridiculous  incon-s 
fiftency,  to  attempt  to  take  up  the  time  of  one's  fel- 
low-citizens, with  every  thing  but  what  concerns 
them. 

"  But,  now  that  they,  attack  me  in  my-  principles* 
as  a  public  man,  now  that  they  menace  the  whole 
community  in  menacing  my  opinions,  I  could  not 
Hand  aloof  without  deferring,  a  poft  of  honour, 
without  violating,  I  may  fay,  the  precious  depofit 
which  hath  been  entrufted  to  me ;  and  I  think  I 
owe  a  particular  account  of  my  belied  opinion,  to 

*  L'cftime  des  gens  xlc.  bicn. 

that 
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The  Whole  Discovery  of  the 
Grand  Treason  of  the  Count 
De  Mirabeau.     The  authors,  or  the 

pay- 

that  very  nation,  whofc  interefts  I  am  accufed  of 
having  betrayed.  It  is  not  enough  for  me,  that  the 
National  Aflembly  hath  wafhed  away  this  odious 
imputation,  by  adopting  my  fyftcm  almoft  with 
unanimity $  I  muft  alfo  receive  judgment  from  that ' 
tribunal,  of  which  the  legiflator  himfelf  is  only  the 
fervant  and  the  organ.  Such  a  judgment  is  the 
more  important,  fince,  placed  hitherto  amongft  the 
ufeful  tribunes  of  the  people,  I  owe  it  a  more  ftrict 
account  of  my  opinions.  Such  a  judgment  is  the 
more  neceflary,  fince  the  queftion  is,  to  pronounce 
on  principles  which  diftinguifh  the  true  theory  of 
liberty  from  the  falfe,  her  true  apoftles  from  falfe 
apoftles,  the  friends  of  the  people  from  its  corrup- 
ters j  for,  in  a  free  conftitution,  the  people  alfo 
hath  its  courtiers,  4*s  parafites,  its  flatterers,  it* 
flaves. 

"  During  a  folemn   debate  upon  the  exercife  of 

the  right  of  peace  and  war,  while  one  part  of  the  at 

O  4  fembly 
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pay-mqftcrs  of  this  infernal  produ&ion, 
had  refolved  to  have  it  written  for  fuch  as 

cannot 

fembly  was  for  preferring  that  rigkt  entire  in  the 
royalty,  and  another  was  for  giving  it  exclufively  to 
the  legiflative  body,  without  the  co-operation  df  the 
king  j  I  propofed  conferring  that  redoubted  right, 
concurrently  on  the  two  parts,  which  compofe  the 
fovereign  delegation  of  the  nation. 

"  Examination  foon  re-united  the  members  of  the 
popular  party,  whofe  divifion  upon  that  queftion 
arofe  merely  from  a  miftake.  But  they  who,  de- 
firing  at  any  price  to  become  heads  of  faftiori,  rather 
than  profeflbrs  of  opinion,  had  founded  their  hopes 
of  fuccefs  upon  calumny  and  intrigue ;  they  who, 
before  they  would  even  condefcend  to  hear  me,  had 
rendered  the  very  delivery  of  my  fpeech  a  matter  of 
peril  •,  they  who  turned  a  principle  of  conftitution 
into  a  queftion  of  felf-intereft,  into  an  affair  of  party ; 
thofe  very  perfons,  even  after  having  been  evidently 
vanquifhed  upon  the  principles,  thought  proper  to 
refufe  their  aflent  to  them.  They  received,  how- 
ever, from  the'  galleries,  the  applaufe  which  had 
been  prepared  for  them ;  but  their  fyftem,  in  ap- 
pearance 
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cannot  read ;  in  fa&,  it  was  read  by  thofe 
who  cannot  read,  and  the  danger  of  Mi- 
rabeau 

pearance  more  popular,  and  more  adapted  to  at 
feci  the  ignorant  and  unadvifed  multitude,  could 
not  obtain  them  fifty  fuffrages  in  the  aflembly  below, 
which  oppofed  its  ufual  courage  to  menaces  and  fe- 
duftion. 

"  It  is  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  I  now  fubmit  my 
plan  of  decree  and  my  two  fpeeches  ;  you  will,  doubt- 
lefs,  be  affli&ed  to  find,  how  far  the  fpirit  of  party 
can  alter  the  moil  important  queflions,  and  fow  dif— 
fenfion  amongft  the  moft  necefTary  auxiliaries  of  li- 
berty. But  did  it  become  me,  for  the  miferable 
triumph  of  a  momentary  fuccefs,  to  abandon  the 
principle,  which  made  the  king's  participation  in  the 
amount  of  the  general  will,  one  of  the  bafes  of  our 
conftitution  ?  Did  it  become  me  to  erecT:  altars  to 
popularity,  as  the  ancients  did  to  terrour,  and,  of- 
fering up  to  it  my  opinions  and  my  duties,  appeafe  it 
by  a  criminal  facrifice  ? 
-  "  Thofe,  gentlemen  (already  every  enlightened 
citizen  perceives  it),  thofe  alone  will  be  the  true 
friends  of  the  people,  who  will  teach  it,  that  the 

emotions 
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rabeau  augmented.  The  tree  on  which 
they  had  determined  to  facrifice  him  was 
marked  out 

The  vi&im,  on  his  arrival  in  the  hall  of 
the  Aflemhly,  was  accofted  by  one  of  his 
colleagues  in  thefe  words  :—Your  opinion 

is. 

emotions  which  have  been  neceflary  to  upraife  us 
from  infignificance,  (hould  be  fucceeded  by  concep- 
tions fit  to  organize  us  for  the  future  ;  that,  after  hav- 
ing fufficiently  facrificed  to  jealoufy,  after  having  ri(l 
ourfelves  of  the  miferable  rubbifh,  a  univerfal  con- 
currence of  wills  becomes  requifite  to  rebuild  j  that, 
at  lengthy  it  is  time  to  pafs  from  a  ftate  of  lawful 
infurre&ion,  to  the  durable  tranquillity  of  true  fo- 
cial  order,  and  that  the  means  which  acquired  liberty, 
are  not  thofe  which  muft  preferve  it  *. 
I  am  with  refpeft, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  molt  humble 
And  mod  obedient  Servant, 

Mirabeau  the  Elder* 
PariSyJuly  i,  1790. 

*  Brav$  ! 
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isjuft^  it  is  favourable  to  the  nation^  and, 
nevertbelefs,  you  are  aceufedy  you  are 
threatened.  Here,  read,  it;  fee  what  is 
now  circulating  about  the  ftreets  of  Paris; 
there  is  a  confpiracy  againft  your  life.  Be 
frm— 

Mirabeau  read  the  tide  of  the  accufation, 
which  had  been  brought  before  the  tribu- 
nal of  the  people,  I  know  it  very  well% 
was  the  anfwer  he  made  to  his  friend ; 
they  Jhall  carry  me  from  the  Affembly, 
triumphant  or  piece-meal. 

However,  Meflieurs  d'Eftourmel,  Du- 
quefnoi,  Goupil,  le  Chapellier,  and  Du- 
port,  were  heard  fucceffively.  They  all 
(M*  Duport  excepted)  coincided  pretty 
yearly  in  opinion  \yith  Mirabeau. 

The  man  whom  every  eye  was  feeking, 

whom  fome  hoped  to  find  at  fault,  becaufe 

he  had  had  but  a  fingle  night  to  prepare 

7  .  f<* 
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for  his  reply;  but  whofe  fuccefs  was 
wiftied  for  by  the  majority,  becaufe  they 
knew  his  talents,  and  were  fatisfied  of  the 
juftice  of  his  caufe ;  the  man,  who  had 
come  to  the  knowledge,  but  a  few  minutes 
before,  of  the  plots  laid  againft  his  reputa- 
tion and  his  life,  at  length  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  tribune  *. 

*  M.  Chapelier  had  adopted  the  plan  of  decree 
prefented  by  Mirabeau,  and  made  thereto  the  follow- 
ing amendments.  He  drew  up  article  V.  in  thefe 
terms  :  t€  If  after  the  /aid  notification,  the  legijlative 
body  decree  that  a  war  ought  not  to  be  entered  into,  it  Jhall 
be  incumbent  on  the  executive  power  to  take  immediate 
mcafuresfor  bringing  about  a  cejfation,  or  a  prevention  of 
ho/tilitiesj  the  minifiry  remaining  refponftble for  delays** — 
He  moved  that  article  VII.  mould  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Conftitution. — He  reduced  article 
VIII.  to  thefe  terms:  "  During  the  whole  courfe  of 
[  the  war,  it  Jhall  be  lawful  for  the  legijlative  body  to  re- 
quejl  the  king  to  negotiate  a  peace?  Mirabeau  adopted1 
all  thefe  amendments* 

Second 
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Second  Speech  of  M<  de  Mir  abe  au  on 
the  right  of  making  War  and  Peace. 
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It  i6,  doubtlefs,  a  point  gained,  to- 
wards  reconciling  oppofite  opinions,  to 
make  known  clearly  what  it  is  that  pro- 
duces;.the  coincidence,  aip^^^t  it  is  that 
.;  /  cQn^tuteS  the  difference.  Amicable  difcuf- 
°v  v  fioiis  are  more  favourable  to  a  right  under- 
';      ftanding  of  our  refpe&ive  fentiments,  than 
defamatory  infinuation,  outrageous  accu- 
v;:  jfations,  the  animofities  of  rivalfliip,  the  ma- 
".''-*.".  pfenations  of  cabal  and  malevolence.  A  re- 
; ;     port  hath  been  fpread  abroad,  for  this  week 
paft,  that  that  part  of  the  National  Affem- 
bly,  which  approves  the  concurrence  of  the 
royal  will,  in  the  exercife  of  the  right  of 
peace  and  war,  hath  incurred  the  guilt  of 

parricide 
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parricide  againft  public  liberty.  Ru- 
mours of  perfidy,  of  corruption,  are  dif- 
feminated  j  popular  vengeance  is  invoked 
to  aid  the  tyranny  of  opinion.  One 
might  affert,  that  there  cannot,  without  a 
crime,  exift  two  opinions,  upon  one  of  the 
moft  delicate  and  moft  difficult  queftions 
of  civil  organization.  What  a  ftrange 
madnefs  this,  what  a  deplorable  blindnefs, 
which  thus  inflames  us  one  againft  the 
other,  men  whom  one  and  the  fame  ob- 
ject, the  fame  indeftru&ible*  fentiment, 
ftould,  amidft  the  moft  fell  debates,  flail 
reconcile,  ftill  re-unite ;  men,  who  fubfti- 
tute  the  irafcibility  of  felf-intereft  in  place 
of  patriotifm,  and  deliver  up  one  another. 
to  the  rage  of  popular  prejudice  t 

"  As  for  me ;   but  a  few  days  paft,  it 
i 

*  By  good  luck,  and  to  my  great  aftonifhment,  I 
found  this  word  in  Johnfon's  dictionary.     W. 

was 
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was  propofed  to  cany  mc  in  triumph,  and ' 
now,  the  cry  is,  through  every  ftreet  of 
Paris :  The  Grand  Treasojn  op  the 
Count  De  Mirabeau. — I  did  not  want 
fuch  a  lefion,  to  inform  me,  that  there  is 
but  a  fhort  diftance  from  the  Capitol  to  the 
Taipeian  rock.  However,  a  man  combat- 
ing for  reafon,  for  his  country,  will  not  fo 
readily  acknowledge  himfelf  vanquifhed. 
He   who  feels  within  himfelf  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  having  deferred  well  of  his 
country,  and,  efpecially,  of  being  ftill  of 
ufe  to  it ;  he  who  does  not  feed  upon  a 
vain  celebrity,  and  who  contemns  the  fuc- 
cefsofa  day,  when  looking  forward  to 
true  glory  j  he  who  wiflies  to  fpeak  the 
truth,  who  hath  at  heart  the  public  wel- 
fare, independently  of  the   fickle  move- 
ments of  popular  opinion;  fuch  a  man 
bears  along  with  him  the  recompenfe  of 

:  his 
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his  fervices,  the  mitigation  of  his  pains, 
and  the  price  of  all  his  perils  ;  fuch  a  man 
muft  expert  his  harveft,  his  deftiny,  the 
only  one  which  interefts  him,  the  deftiny 
df  his  fame,  from  time  alone,  that  judge 
incorruptible,  who  renders,  ftridt  juftice  to 
every  one.  Let  thofe,  who,  for  this  week 
paft,  have  been  prophefying  my  opinion, 
without  knowing  what  it  was,  who,  at 
this  moment,  are  calumniating  my  fpeech 
without  underftanding  it,  let  thofe  accufe 
me  of  offering  incenfe  to  idols  without 
power,  at  the  very  moment  when  they  lie 
profligate,  or  of  being  the  vile  ftipendiary,  of 
men .  againft  whom  I  have  indefatigably 
waged  war ;  let  them  arraign  as  an  enemy 
to  the  revolution,  the  man  who,  perhaps 
hath  not  been  altogether  ufelefs  to  it,  and 
who,  were  that  revolution  unconne&ed 
with  his  renown,  might  there  alone  expedt 

an 


\ 
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fcn  afylum  j  let  them  deliver  up  to  the  fury 
of  an  infatuated  people,  the  man  who,  for 
thefe  twenty  years*  hath  been  the  acjver- 
fary  of  oppreflion,  who  talked  to  the 
jprench  of  liberty,  of  conftitution,  of  re- 
finance, when  his  bafe  calumniators  were 
at  nurfe  in  the  court  of  defpotifm,  and 
fuckled  with  the  milk  of  Overbearing  pre- 
judices *♦  What  is  all  this  to  me  ?  This 
treatment,  thefe  unworthy  practices,  (hall 
not  arreft  me  in  my  career.  I  will  fay  to 
my  antagonifts,  anfwer,  if  you  are  able ; 
then  calumniate,  as  much  as  you  pleafe  f. 

"  I  re- 

*  Su^ient  le  Iait  des  cours,  et  vivoient  de  tous  les 
prejuges  dominans. 

f  Illuftrious  paragraph  !— What  a  torrent  of  fub- 
lime  eloquence,  what  gallant  indignation,  what  an 
animated  difplay  of  glorious  fervices,  what  a  grand 
and  courageous  confcioufnefs  of  patriotifm  ! — Aflur- 
cdly,  the  noble  orator  had  amply  imbibed  the  fpirit 

tol.  ix.  P  of 
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"  I  re-enter  the  lifts,  then,  with  fld 
armour  but  my  principles,  and  the  for-* 
tkude  of  conference.  I  am  going  to  ftate, 
in  my  turn,  the  real  point  of  difficulty, 
with  all  the  accuracy  in  my  power ;  and 
I  befeech  fuch  of  my  adverfaries  as  (hall 
not  underftancf  me,  to  call  on  me  to  flop, 
that  I  may  exprefs  myfelf  more  dearly  j 
for,  as  to  the  reiterated  reproaches  of  eva- 
fion,  of  fubtilty,  of  doubling  and  winding, 
I  have  refolved  to  fhake  them  off,  u  like 
dew-drops  from  the  lion's  mane*/'     As 

of  antiquity, t€  while  his  adverfaries  were  fucking  the 
milk  of  defpotifm."  He  who  feeks  for  any  thing 
equal  to  this  paragraph,  mult  look  for  it  in  the  famed 
oration  of  Demofthenes  on  the  crowny  where  that 
ftatefman  defends  his  whole  political  life  and  cha- 
racter. Well  may  the  friend  and  editor  of  Mirabeau 
exclaim  ^  that  thefe  fpeeches  *c  will  inftruft  orators 
yet  unborn."    "W. 

*  I  afk  pardon  for  intruding  this  •,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  original  to  warrant  it    W. 

far 
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iar  as  on  me  depends,  this  day  fhall  un- 
veil the  fecret  of  our  refpe&ive  loyalties. 
M.  Barnave  hath  done  me  the  honour  to 
anfwer  me  alone ;  I  mean  to  pay  the  fame 
compliment  to  his  talents ;  I  am  going  to 
endeavour,  in  my  turn,  to  refute  him. 

M  You  have  faid :  we  have  inftituted , 
two  diftinft  powers,  the  legiflative  and  the 
executive ;  the  one  is  commiffioned  to 
exprefs  the  national  will,  the  other  to  exe- 
cute it.  Thefe  two  powers  ought  never 
to  be  confounded. 

"  You  have  applied  thefe  principles  to 
the  queftion  of  debate,  that  is,  to  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  right  of  war  and  peace. 

"  You  have  faid :  we  muft  diftinguifh 
between  a&ion  and  will ;  attion  fhall  be 
the  king's,  will  the  property  of  the  le- 
giflative body.  Therefore,  when  the 
queftion  fhall  be  to  declare  War,  fuch  decla- 
ration being  an  a£t  of  will,  it  fhall  be  the 
P  2  province 
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province    of    the    legiflatlve     body    to 
make  it. 

"  After  having  laid  down  this  principle,, 
you  applied  it  to  each  article  of  my  decree* 
Iiftiall  follow  the  fame  route  ;  I  fhall  firft 
difcufc  the  general  principle :  I  fhall  then 
examine  -the  application  which  you  have 
made  of  it  to  the  exercife  of  the  right 
of  war  and  peace :  laftly,  I  mean  to  fol- 
low you  ftep  by  ftep,  in  your  criticifm  on 

my  decree* 

"  You  aflert,  that  we  have  two.  diftinft 
delegates,  the  one  for  adion,  the  other  for 
will :  I  deny  it. 

"  The  executive  power,  in  whatever 
relates  to  adion,  is  certainly  very  diftinft 
from  the  legiflative :  but  it  is  not  true, 
that  the  legiflative  body  is  entirely  inde* 
pendant  of  the  executive  power,  even 
when  it  is  expreffing  the  general  will. 

"  In  fad,  what  is  the  organ  of  that  ge- 
neral 
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neral  will,  according  to  the  conftitution  I 
It  is,  at  once,  the  afiembly  of  the  national 
reprefentatives,  or  the   legiflative   body, 
and  the  reprefentative  of  the  executive 
power ;  and  it  takes  place  in  the  manner 
following  :  the  legiflative  body  deliberates, 
and  declares  the  general  will  j  the  repre- 
fentative of  the  executive  power  hath  the 
twofold  right,  either  of  fan&ioning  the 
refolution  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  fuch 
fan&ion   confummates  the   law;    or    of 
♦exercifing  the  veto  which  is  granted  to  it 
for  a  certain   time ;  and  the  conftitution 
.  hath  determined,  that,  during  this  period, 
the  refolution  of  the  legillative  body  fhould 
not  be  law.     It  is,  therefore^  inaccurate  to 
fay,  that  our  conftitution  hath  eftablifhed 
two  delegates  entirely  diftin£t,  even  when 
the  queftion  relates  to   the  expreflion  of 
the  general  will.     On  the  contrary,  we 
P  3  fcave 
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have  two  reprefentatives,  who  <So-operate 
in  the  formation  of  law,  one  of  whom 
introduces  a  kind  of  fecondary  will,  exer* 
cifes  over  the  other  a  fpecies  of  controul, 
and  beftows  on  the  law  his  {hare  of  in- 
fluence and  authority.  Therefore,  the 
general  will  does  not  refult,  from  the  un- 
compounded  will  *  of  the  legiflative  body. 

"  Let  us  now  purfue  the  application  of 
your  principle,  to  the  exercife  of  the  right 
of  war  and  peace. 

"  You  have  faid :  whatever,  in  this,  is 
nothing  more  than  will,  as  in  all  the  reft, 
returns  to  its  natural  principle,  and  can  be 
declared  by  the  legiflative  power  alone. 
Here  I  ftop  you ;  and  I  difcover  your 
fophifm  in  v  a  fingle  word,  which  you 
yourfelf  have  brought  forward  :  you  fhall 
not,  then,  efcape  from  me. 

*  La  fimple  volonte. 

«In 
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*  In  your  fpeech,  you  confer  exclusively 
the  enunciation  of  the  general  will — upon 
whom  ?  Upon  the  legt/lative  power  \  upon 
whom  do  you  confer  it  in  your  decree  ? 
Upon  the  legt/lative  body.     And  for  this,  I 
call  you  to  order.    You  have  forfeited  the 
constitution.     If  you   mean,  that  the  le- 
giflative  body  is  the  legislative  power,  you 
thereby  overturn  every  law  that  we  have 
made ;    if,  whenever  the  queftion  turns 
upon  expreffing  the  general  will,  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  war,  the  legislative  body  fuffices — 
According  to  that  alone,  the  king  having 
neither  participation,  nor  influence,  nor 
controul,  nor  any  thing  of  all  that  we  have 
granted  to  the  executive  power,  by  our 
focial  fyftem,  you  would  have,  in  legisla- 
tion, two  different  principles  j  the  one  for 
ordinary  legiflation,  the  other  for  legisla- 
tion with  refpe£t  to  war,  that  is,  for  the 
P  4  moil 
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mod  terrible  crifits  which  can  agitate  the 

body  politic  ;  one  while  you  would  have 

need,  and  another  while  you  would  have 

no  qeed,  of  the  affiftance  of  the  monarch, 

in  order  to  exprefs  the  general  will — and 

you  it  is,  who  talk  of  homogeneoufnefs,  of 

unity,  of  compa&nefs*  in  the  cpnftitu- 

tion !  Attempt  not  to  fay,  that  this  diftinc- 

tion  is  idle  ;  it  is  fo  little  entitled  tp  that 

epithet,  it  is  fo  important  in  my  ey^s,  and 

in  the  eyes  of  .every  good  citizen  who 

countenances  my  dodrine,  that,  if  you 

will  fubftitute,  in  your  decree,  in  place  of 

the  words,  the  legiflative  body,  thefe  words, 

the  legiflative  power^    and    define    that 

power  thus :  An  adfc  of  the  National  Af? 

fembly,  fandfcioned  by  the  king,  we  fhall, 

by  that  alone,  come  to  an  agreement  upon 

the  principles ;  but  you  will  then  return 

*  D'enfemble. 

to 
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to  my  decree,  becaufe  it  grants  lefs  to  the 
king — You  make  no  anfwer — I  proceed 

w  This  contradi&ion  becomes  ftill  more 
ftriking,  in  the  application  which  you 
yourfelf  have  made  of  your  principle,  to 
the  cafe  of  a  declaration  of  war. 

u  You  have  faid :  a  declaration  of  war 
is  no  more  than  an  ad  of  will ;  therefore, 
it  is  the  province  of  the  legiflative  body  to 
exprefs  it. 

"  I  have  here  two  queftions,  to  put  to 
ypu?  each  of  which  involves  two  different 
cafes, 

"  The  firft  queftion  is ;  do  you  mean 
that  the  declaration  of  war  is  fo  far  the 
property  of  the  legiflative  body,  that  the 
king  hath  not  the  initiative,  or  do  you 
mean  that  he  hath  the  initiative  ? 

"  In  the  former  cafe,  if  he  hath  not 
$he  initiative,  do  you  mean  likewife  that 

he 
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he  hath  not  the  veto  ?  From  that  moment 
the  king  is  without  cooperation,  in  the 
mod  important  ad  of  the  national  will. 
How  do  you  reconcile  this  with  the  rights 
which  the  confutation  hath  conferred 
upon  the  monarch?  How  do  you  re* 
concile  it  with  the  public  intereft?  You 
will  have  as  many  encouragers  of  war,  as 
there  (hall  be  men  of  fiery  temper. 

c<  Are  there,  or  not,  great  inconveni- 
encies  in  fuch  an  order  of  things  ?  You 
do  not  deny  that  there  are. 

"  Are  there  any,  on  the  contrary,  in 
allowing  the  king  the  initiative  ?  By  the 
initiative,  I  mean  a  notification,  any  mef- 
fage  whatfoever  ?  You  cannot  difcover  any 
inconvenience  there. 

"  Obferve,     moreover,     the     natural 

courfe  of  things.     In  order  to  deliberate, 

it  is  neceflary  to  be  informed ;  by  whom 

,  are  you  to  be  informed, -if  not  by  him 

who 
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who  bath  the  fuperintendance  of  your 
foreign  connexions  ? 

"  That  were,  indeed,  a  ftrange  conffiU 
tution,  which,  having  conferred  upon  the 
ting  the  fupteme  executive  power,  fhould 
provide  a  mean  of  declaring  war,  with- 
out the  king's  having  originated  the 
debate  upon  that  fubjed,  in  confequence 
of  thole  conne&ions  which  it  is  his  duty 
to  maintain  j  your  aflembly  were  no 
longer  a  deliberating,  but  an  a&ingbodyj 
it  were,  in  fa£t,  the  governing  power. 

"  You  will,  therefore,  allow  the  initi- 
ative to  the  king. 

"  Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  fecond 
cafe. 

"  If  you  allow  the  king  the  initiative, 
either,  you  fuppofe  that  it  is  to  confift  in 
a  mepe  notification,  or  you  fuppofe,  that 
the  king  will  declare  which  fide  it  is  his 
inclination  to  take, 

"If 
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**  If  the  king's  initiative  muft  be 
confined  to  a  fimple  notification,  the  king, 
in  fad,  will  have  no  concurrence  in  the 
declaration  of  wan 

c<  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  king's  initi- 
ative confift,  in  a  declaration  of  the  courfe 
which  he  thinks  ought  to  be  taken,  you 
have  here  a  double  hypothefis,  upon 
which  I  requeft  that  we  may  argue* 

*  Do  you  mean  that,  when  the  king 
fhall  have  given  his  vote  for  war,  the  le- 
giflative  body  may  deliberate  upon  peace  ? 
I  find  no  inconvenience  here.     Do  yom 
mean,  on   the  contrary,  that,  when  the 
king  is  inclined  to  peace,  it  fhall  be  law- 
ful for  the  legiflative  body  to  order  war, 
and  to  caufe  it  to  be  carried  on  in  fpite  of 
him?     I  cannot  adopt  your  fyftem,  be*- 
caufe  here  arifte  inconveniencies  which  it 
Is  not  pofiible  to  remedy. 

*  From  this  war  determined  on  in  fpite 

of 
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of  the  king,  would  ere  long  refult  a  war 
of  opinion,  againft  the  king,  againft  all 
his  agents.  The  moft  turbulent  fuperin- 
tendancy  would  prefide  over  all  the  dpe- 
rations;  the  defire  of  feconding  thofe 
operations,  diflxuftpftheminifhy,  would 
betray  the  legiflative  body  to  tranfgreft 
its  ptoper  limits.  Committees  of  military- 
execution  would  be  propofed,  as  fome 
have  lately  propofed  committees  of  poli- 
tical execution ;  the  king  would  be  then 
no  more  than  the  agent  of  thefe  com- 
mittees; we  fhould  have  two  executive 
powers,  or  rather  the  legiflative  body- 
would  exercife  the  royalty. 

"  Therefore,  by  this  encroachment  qf 
one  power  upon  the  other,  our  conftitu- 
tion  would  utterly  depart  from  its  own 
nature;  from  being  monarchical,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  it  would  become  a  down- 
right  ariftocracy.      You   have   not   an- 

fwered 
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fwered  this  obje&ion^and  I  think  that  you 
never  can  anfwer  h.     You  talk  of  reftrain- 
ing  nothing  but  minifterial  abufes,  and  I 
am  talking  of  the  means  of  reftrairdng  the' 
abufes  of  a  reprefentative  affembly  j  I  am 
telling  you,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  comtroul 
that  bi^s,  which  all  government  takes  in~ 
fenfibly  towards  the  predominating  form, 
wherewith  it  is  imprefled. 

"  If,  on  the  contrary,  when  the  king 
is  inclined  to  war,  you  confine  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  legiilative  body,  to  a  confent 
that  fuch  war  fliall  be  undertaken,  or  to  a 
refolution  that  it  ought  not  to  be  under- 
taken, and  to  compelling  the  executive 
power  to  negotiate  a  peace,  you  avoid  all 
thofe  inconveniencies :  and  take  efpecial 
notice  (for  here  it  is  that  my  fyftem  is  fo 
eminently  diftinguiflied),  that  you  are  per- 
fectly confident  with  the  principles  of  the 
confthution. 

3  "The 
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ct  The  king's  veto  finds  itfelf,  from  the 
■very   nature   of  things,    almoft  entirely 
blunted  in  affairs  of  execution ;  rarely  can 
it  take  place  in  matters  relative  to  war. 
You  parry  this  inconvenience;  you  re- 
eftablifh  the  fuperintendancy,  the  recipro- 
cal controul,  which  the  conftitution  hath 
provided,  in  impofing  upon  the  two  dele- 
gates of  the  nation,  her  removable  repre- 
fentatives,    and  her  unremovable  repre- 
fentative,  the  mutual  duty  of  coinciding, 
when  the  queftion  is  upon  war.     You  at- 
tribute likewife  to  the  legiflative  body,  the 
fole  faculty  which  can  enable  it  to  concur, 
without  inconvenience,  in  the  exercife  of 
this  terrible  privilege.     You  at  the  fame 
time  fecure  the  national  intereft,  as  far  as 
in  you  lies  j  fince  all  that  you  will  have  to 
do,  in  order  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  the 
executive  power,  will  be,  to  require  it  to 

place 
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place  continually  within  the  reach  of  flie 
legiflative  body,  the  means  of  deliberating 
on  every  cafe  which  can  prefent  itfel£ 

"  It  appears  to  me,  gentlemen,  that 
the  point  of  difficulty  is  at  length  com- 
pletely known ;  and,  for  a  man  for  whom 
fuch  applaufe  was  prepared  within  and 
without  doors,  M.  Barnave  hath  not  at 
all  approached  the  true  ftate  of  the 
queftion.  It  were  now  but  too  eafy  a 
triumph,  to  purfue  him  through  all  the 
particulars,  where,  if  he  hath  exhibited 
the  talents  of  a  Ipeaker,  he  hath  not  be- 
trayed the  flighteft  fymptoms  of  a  ftatef- 
man,  nor  any  knowledge  of  human  af- 
fairs*.     He  hath  declaimed  againft  the 

mifchiefs 

*  Wonderful  man  yourfelf!— after  having  feen 
you  difplay  fuch  high  powers  of  declamation,  we 
now  find  you  reafoning  with  the  clofenefs  of  an 

Jrtftotk% 
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mifchiefs  which  kings  can  do,  and  which 
they  have  done ;  and  he  hath  taken  fpe* 
cial  care  not  to  remark,  that,  in  our  con- 
ftitution,  the  monarch  can  never  here- 
after aflume  the  chara&er  of  a  defpot,  nor 
do  any  thing  that  can  be  interpreted  as 
arbitrary.  And  above  all,  he  hath  taken 
good  care  not  to  fpeak  of  popular 
emotions,  although  he  himfelf  could  have 
given  an  example,  of  the  facility  with 
which  the  friends  of  a  foreign  power,  can 
influence  the  opinion  of  a  national  aflem- 
bly,  by  colle&ing  the  people  around  it,  and 
by  procuring  for  their  agents,  in  the  pub- 
lic walks,  a  clapping  of  hands,  as  a  tefti- 
mony  of  general  favour.   He  hath  quoted 

Art/loth,  with  the  candour  of  a  Feneltm.  Yet  (and 
here  you  rife  above  the  generality  of  men  of  argu- 
ment), the  dignity  of  the  orator  purfues  you  even  in 
your  logic  5  you  fyllogize  with  an  air  of  majefty.  W. 

vol.  11.  Q^  Pericles 
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Pericles  involving  his  country  in  a  war, 
in  order  to  avoid  palling  his  accounts } 
fhoujd  not*  one  be  led  to  imagine,  on 
hearing  M.  Barnave,  that  Pericles  was  a 
king,  or  a  defpotic  minifter  ?  Pericles  was 
a  man,  who,  well  knowing  how  to  flatter 
the  paflions  of  the  people,  and  to  procure 
feafonable  applaufe  when  defcending  from 
the  tribune,  by  his  largefles,  or  by  thofe 
of  his  friends,  plunged  into  the  Pelopon- 
nefian  war — whom  ?  The  national  affem- 
bly  of  Athens* 

"  I  come  now  to  the  critique  upon  the 
plan  of  my  decree,  and  (hall  take  a 
rapid  review  of  the  different  objections. 

"  Article  the  firft.  c  That  the  right  of 
making  war  and  peace  belongs  to  the  na- 
tion' 

"  M.  Barnave  maintains  that  this  arti- 
cle is  ufelefs ;  why  ufelefs  ?  We  have  not 

delegated 
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delegated  the  royalty,  we  have  recognized 
it,  as  exifting  anterior  to  the  conftitution. 
Now,  fince  it  hath  been  maintained  in 
this  affembly,  that  the  right  of  making 
war  and  peace  is  inherent  in  the  kingly 
office,  fince  it  hath  been  afferted,  that  we 
have  not  even  the  power  of  delegating 
that  right,  I  was  therefore  warranted,  it 
was  my  duty  to  declare  in  my  decree,  that 
the  right  of  war  and  peace  was  the  pro- 
perty of  the  nation.  Where,  then,  is  the 
fnare? 

"  Article  the  fecond,  c  That  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  right  of war  and  peace ,  ought  to 
be  delegated  concurrently  to  the  legijlative 
body,  and  the  executive  power ',  in  the  man- 
ner following?  According  to  M.  Barnave, 
this  article  is  contrary  to  the  principles, 
and  difcovers  the  fallacy  in  my  decree. 
Such  is,  in  fad,  the  queftion,  the  true 
Q^2  queftion 
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queftion  which  agitates  us.  Speak  accu* 
rately ;  ought  the  two  delegates  of  the 
nation  co-operate,  or  not;  in  exprefling 
the  general  will  ?  If  they  ought,  can  we 
aflign  to  one  of  them  an  exclufive  dele- 
gation in  the  exercife  of  the  right  of  war 
and  peace?  Compare  my  article  with 
yours  ;  you  mention  neither  the  initiative 
properly  fo  called,  nor  propofition,  nor 
fan&ion  on  the  part  of  the  king.  If  no 
more  do  I  fpeak,  either  of  propofition  or 
of  fandion,  I  compenfate  for  this  con- 
currence by  another.  The  line  which 
feparates  us  isx  therefore,  well  known :  it 
is  I  who  am  in  the  conftitution,  it  is  you 
who  are  departing  from  it.  It  is  very 
neceflary  that  you  fhould  return  to  it. 
Whereabouts  is  the  fnare  ? 

"  It  confifts,  you  fay,  in  my  riot  ex- 
prefling in  what  manner  the  concurrence 

of 
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of  thofe  two  delegates  fhoula  be  exer- 
cifed.  »  What?  not  exprefs  it!  Then, 
what  do  thefe  words  fignify :  in  the  man- 
nerfollowing  j  and  what  is  the  obje&  of 
the  articles  which  follow  ?  Have  I  not  faid 
precifely,  in  feveral  of  the  articles,  that  the 
notification  is  in  the  king,  and  the  refolu- 
tion,  the  approbation,  the  difapprobation, 
in  the  National  Aflembly  ?  Does  it  not 
evidently  refult  from  each  of  my  articles, 
that  it  never  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  king  to 
commence  a  war,  nor  even  to  continue 
it,  without  the  determination  of  the  legis- 
lative body  ?  Where  is  the  fnare  ?  I  know 
of  but  one  fnare  in  this  difcuflion ;  that 
of  having  afFedted  to  give  the  legiflative 
body  no  more  than  the  decifion  upon  war 
and  peace,  and  of  having,  neverthelefs,  in 
fad,  by 'means  of  a  mental  refervation  *, 

#  Une  reticence. 

Q^3  ade- 
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a  deception  of  words,  entirely  excluded 
the  king  from  all  participation,  from  all 
influence,  in  the  exercife  of  the  right  of 
peace  and  war. 

"  I  know  of  but  one  fnare  in  this  bu- 
finefs  j  but  here  a  little  aukwardnefs  hath 
revealed  your  fecret :  it  is  this ;  in  diftin- 
guifhing  the  declaration  of  war  in  the 
exercife  of  the  right,  as  an  adt  of  mere 
will,  you  have  confequently  appropriated  it 
to  the  legiflative  body  only ;  as  if  the  le- 
giflative  body,  which  is  not  the  legiflative 
power,  had,  without  the  king's  concur- 
rence, the  exclufive  property  of  the  will ! 

"  Article  the  third.  Here  we  perfectly 
agree. 

"  Article*  the  fourth.  You  have  af- 
ferted,  that  I  had  required  the  notification, 
only  in  cafe  of  fome  hoftility  j  that  I  had 
taken  for  granted  that  every  a&  of  hoftility 

was 
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was  a  war ;  and  that,  accordingly,  I  per- 
-  mitted  the  executive  power  to  make  war, 
without  the  co-operation  of  the  legiflative 
body.  How  unfair !  I  have  required  the 
notification  to  be  made,  in  the  cafe  of  hos- 
tilities impending  or commenced ^  of  an  ally  to 
befupportedy  of  a  right  to  be  preferved  by 
force  of  arms:  have  I,  or  not,  compre- 
hended all  the  cafes  ?  Where  is  the  fnare  ? 
u  I  have  faid  in  my  fpeech,  that  hoftili- 
ties  often  preceded  deliberation ;  I  have 
faid,  that  thofc  hoftilities  might  be  of  fuch  a 
nature,  as  to  amount  to  a  commencement 
of  the  ftate  of  war.  What  anfwer  have  you 
made  me  ?  That  war  could  exift  no  other- 
wife  than  by  a  declaration  of  war.  But, 
are  we  difputing  about  things,  or  about 
words  ?  You  have  faid  with  ferioufnefs, 
what  M.  de  Bougainville  faid  at  the  fea- 
fight  of  the  Grenades,  in  a  moment  of 
Q^4  heroic 
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heroic  gaiety;  the  bullets  were  flying 
about  his  fliip  ;  he  cried  out  to  his  offi- 
cers :  The  plea/ant  thing  is, gentlemen ^  that 
all  this  while  we  are  not  at  war ;  and,  in 
fad,  war  had  not  been  declared. 

"  You  have  gone  largely  into  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  of  Spain.  An  a£t  of  hoftility 
hath  been  committed :  would  the  Na- 
tional AfTembiy  of  Spain  have  no  occafion 
for  deliberation  ?  Doubtlefs  it  would,  and 
I  have  faid  fo,  and  my  decree  hath  for- 
mally provided  for  the  cafe ;  here  are  hoftili- 
ties  commenced,  a  right  to  be  maintained} 
a  war  impending.  You  have  concluded, 
then,  that  an  a&  of  hoftility  does  not  con- 
ftitute  a  ftate  of  war.  But  if,  inftead  of 
two  veflels  taken  and  releafed  in  Nootka 
Sound,  there  had  been  an  engagement 
between  two  fhips  of  war ;  if,  in  order  to 
fupport  them,  two  fquadrons  had  inter- 
meddled 
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meddled  in  the  quarrel ;  if  an  enterprifing 
admiral  had  purfued  the  vanquifhed  into 
port ;  if  an  ifland  of  fome  importance 
had  been  taken,  would  there  not  then  have 
exifted  a  ftate  of  war?  This  will  be  all 
that  you  defire  ;  but  fince  neither  your 
decree,  nor  mine,  prefents  means  of  mak- 
ing the  deliberations  of  the  legiflative  body 
take  the  lead  of  fuch  hoftilities,  you  will 
admit  that  it  is  not  there  the  queftion  lies. 
But  where  is  the  fnare  ? 

"  Article  the  fifth.  It  hath  been  my 
wifh  to  make  mention  of  a  poffible  fa£t,  a 
fa&,  of  which  you,  in  your  decree,  do  not 
feem  to  be  in  the  leaft  aware.  In  the 
cafe  of  hoftilities  received  and  repulfed, 
there  may  exift  a  blameable  aggreflion ; 
the  nation  ought  to  have  the  right  of  im- 
peaching and  puriifhing  the  author  of  it 
It  is  not  fufficient  not  to  be  engaged  then 

in 
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in  war ;  we  muft  reftrain  the  perfon,  who, 
by  an  imprudent  or  a  perfidious  ftep, 
would  have  rifked  or  attempted  engaging 
us  in  a  war.  I  point  out  the  means  of 
doing  it :  do  you  call  that  a  fnare  ?  But, 
aocording  to  you,  I  fuppofe  that  the  exe- 
cutive power  hath  the  right  of  commenc- 
ing hoftilities,  of  becoming  an  aggreflbr. 
No,  I  do  not  give  it  fuch  ,a  right,  fince  I 
formally  take  away  the  right  from  it ;  I 
am  not  permitting  aggreflion,  for  I  am 
propofmg  to  punifh  it.  What,  then,  am 
I  doing  ?  I  am  reafoning  upon  a  poflible 
fa£t,  Qne  which  neither  you  nor  I  can 
prevent.  I  cannot  hinder  the  fupreme 
depofitary  of  the  whole  national  force, 
from  poflefling  mighty  means  and  op- 
portunities of  abufing  it ;  but  is  not  this 
inconvenience  to  be  found  in  every  fy£- 
tem  ?  It  fihall  be,  if  you  like,  the  royal 
4  diftem- 
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diftemper  * :  but  do  you  pretend  to  af- 
fert,  that  a  mere  human  inftitution,  a  go- 
vernment made  by  men,  made  for  men, 
fhould  be  exempt  from  inconveniences  ?. 
Do  you  pretend  to  maintain,  that,  becaufe 
royalty  hath  its  dangers,  we  muft  renounce 
its  advantages  ?  Out  with  it  at  oncef ;  for 
then  we  fhall  have  to  determine,  whether, 
becaufe  the  fire  burns,  we  fhould  deprive 
6urfelves  of  the  warmth,  and  of  the  light 
which  we  obtain  from  it.     All  can  hold 
good,  excepting  inconclufivenefs ;  tell  us, 
that  we  ought  not  to  have  any  king ;  do 
not  tell  us  that  we  ought  to  have  only  a 
powerlefs,  a  ufelefs  one. 

"  The   fixth,  feventh,  and  eighth  arti- 

*  Le  mal  de  la  royaute. — I  might  have  called  it 
The  King's  Evil>  but  that  would  have  appeared  a 
pun.     W. 

f  Ditcs-le  nettement. 

cles, 
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eles,  I  think  you  have  not  attacked  ;  wc 
are  agreed,  therefore,  as  to  them.  But 
allow,  that  he  who  impofes  on  the  exe- 
cutive power,  limitations  which  no  other 
decree  hath  fuggefted,  hath  not  compli- 
mented* the  royal  power  with  ufurpa- 
tion,  as  fome  have  not  fcrupled  to  infift. 
Admit  that  he,  as  well  as  another,  knpws 
how  to  fortify  the  people's  rights  with 
conftitutional  precautions  :  admit  that,  at 
the  very  moment  when  that  milled  peo- 
ple is  threatening  him,  he  is  combating 
for  that  people  far  better  even  thai} 
youf,    . 

"  Article  the  ninth.  That  in  cafe  the 
king  (hall  head  the  army  in  perfon,  the 
legiflative  body  fhall  have  the  right  of  af- 
fembling  fuch  a  number  of  the  national 
guards,  and  in  fuch  place,  as  it  fhall  deem 

*  Dote.  t  Bravo! 

expedient; 
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expedient. — This  meafure  hath  drawn 
upon  me  your  bittereft  reproaches*  It 
hath  its  inconveniences,  undoubtedly }  is 
there  any  inftitution  which  hath  not? 
Had  you  thoroughly  comprehended  it, 
you  would  have  perceived,  that,  had  this 
meafure  been,  as  you  have  aflerted,  a  need- 
ful acceflbry  to  my  fyftem,  I  fhpuld  not 
have  confined  myfelf  to  applying  it  to  the 
cafe,  doubtlefs  a  very  rare  one,  where  the 
king  headed  the  army  in  perfon*,  but 
fhould  have  pointed  it  out  as  a  remedy, 
for  every  cafe  of  war  indefinitely.  If,  in 
all  this,  there  be  any  fnare,  the  fnare  lies 
entirely  in  your  own  mode  of  reafoning, 
and  not  in  the  fyftetn  of  one  whofe  inten- 
tion furely  is,  to  keep  the  king  aloof  f 
from  the  command  of  armies  beyond  the 

*  Feroit  la  guerre  en  perfonne- 
f  Ecarter  le  roi- 

frontiers, 
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frontiers,  becaufe  he  does  not  think  it 
meet,  that  the  grand  overfeer  of  the  com* 
munity  fhould  be  made  the  common  cen- 
tre of  fo  many  dangerous  functions;  the 
fnare  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  fyftem  of 
one,  who  provides  your  civil  organization 
with  the  only  mean  of  regular  infurrec- 
tion,  which  decides  the  principles  of  your 
conftitution.  There  is  a  manifeft  unfair- 
nefs,  in  ranfacking  my  fyftem  for  weak 
points*,  or  for  artful  views  in  providing 
againft  an  inconvenience,  fuggefted  by 
every  member  who  hath  fpoken  before 
me,  and  which  exifts  alike  in  all  the  theo- 
ries: for  it  is  evident,  that  a  martial 
monarch  may  be  led  aftray  by  his  paffions, 
and  feconded  by  legions  educated  in  the 
fchool  of  vidtory,  whether  the  legiflative, 
or  the  executive  power  have  originated  the 

*  A  chercher  la  foibleffe  de  mon  fyfteme. 

war. 


M.  De  Mirabeau.        239 

war:    If,  in  every  conftitutional  hypothe- 

fis,  this  terrible   mifchief  can  be    equally 

forefeen,  there  is  one  remedy,  and  but 

one,  to  oppofe  to  it ;  you  and  I  equally 

acknowledge  the  duty  of  infurre&ion,  in 

certain  extreme  cafes  infinitely  rare.     Is 

it  fo  culpable  a  provifion,  to  render*  in- 

furre&ion  'more  methodical    and    more 

formidable  ?  Is  it  a  fnare,  to  have  affigned 

to  the  national  guards  their  true  deftina* 

tion  ?  And  what  are  thefe  troops,  if  they 

are  not  the  troops  of  liberty  ?  Wherefore 

have  we  inftituted  them,  if  they  be  not 

deftined  to  the  perpetual  confervation  of 

their  conqueft  ? — But  further;  you  were 

the  firft  among  us  Who  exaggerated  this 

danger;  either  it   exifts,  or  it  does  not 

exift ;  if  it  does  not  exift,  why  have  you 

treated  it  as  a  thing  of  confequence?  if  it 

does  exift,  both  my  fyftem  and  yours  are 

equally 
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equally  threatened  by  it*.  The!  cafe* 
then,  being  fo,  either  accept  the  mean  I 
offer,  or  give  me  one  inftead  of  it,  or  con- 
fent  to  go  without  any  ;  it  is  all  equal  to 
me,  to  me  who  view  this  danger  in  the 
light  only  of  a  prodigy.  I  give  my  vote, 
therefore,  for  the  amendments  made  by 
M.  Chapelier,  who  is  for  leaving  out  this 
article. 

"  It  is  full  time  to  terminate  this  long 
debate.  I  am  in  hope  that,  henceforward* 
none  will  think  of  fhutting  their  eyes 
againft  the  true  point  of  difficulty.  I  am 
for  the  co-operation  of  the  executive 
power,  in  the  expreffing  the  general  will 
with  refpeft  to  war  and  peace,  in  like 
manner  as  the  conftitution  hath  conferred 
on  it  that  co-operation,  in  every  part  al- 
ready eftablifhed  of  our  new  focial  fyt- 

*  How  like  Flood! 

tern. 
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tern.-— *My  adverfaries  are  not  for, it  I 
am  contending,  that  the.  fuperintendance 
of  one  of  the  people's  delegates,  ihould 
never  defert  it*  in  the  moft  important 
political  operations ;  and  my  antagonifta 
contend,  that  one  of  the  delegates  ihould 
exchifively  poffefs  the  right  of  making 
war ;  as  if>  even  were  the  executive  power 
a  ftranger  to  the  compofition  of  the  gene- 
ral will,  our  deliberations  turned  only  on 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  the  exercife  of 
the  right  involved  not  a  feries  of  mixt 
operations,  in  which  a&ion  and  will  juftle 
each  other,  and  are  confounded, 

"  Such,  then,  is  the  line  which  feparatea 
us.  If  I  am  miftaken,  once  again,  let  my 
adverfary  arreft  me  in  toy  career,;  or  la-* 
ther  let  him  fubftitute,  in  his  decree,  in 

*  See  the  grammatical  note  at  the  end  of  this  de- 
bate.   W. 

vol.  II.  R  place 
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place  of  thefe  words,  tie  legi/httivc  bodfr 
(he  Wdrds5  kgtflatvoe  power>  that  is,  an 
ia  tfftiiag  from  the  lteprefentatires  of  the 
ftation,  arid  fan&ioried  by  the  king,  and  we 
ire  perft&Iy  agreed,  if  not  in  pra&fce,  at 
kaft  in  fhfcory ;  and  We  fliall  then  be  able 
to  judge,  whether  this  thetory  te  not  bet- 
ter realized,  in  my  decree  thatl  in  any 
other. 

"  It  hath  been  propeftd  to  you,  to  de- 
cide the  queftidn,  by  a  parallel  between 
thofe  who  fupport  the  affirmative  and 
th£  negative.  You  have  been  told,  that 
you  would  fee,  on  the  one  fide,  men  who 
hope  cither  fbr  advancement  in  the  army, 
or  to  be  employed  in  trfcftia&ing  foreign 
aflam;  men  cenntf&ed  with  the  mini- 
ftfers  and  their  Agents  j  on  the  other,  the 
peaceful  citizen^  virtuous \  unknown  ^  unam- 
bitious ^  who  finds  his  own  happinefs  and 

exfftenct) 
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txijlence^  in  the  happinefs  and  exiftence  of 
the  community. 

"  I  mean  not  to  follow  this  example, 
1  think,  that  it  is  no  more  conformable  to 
the  expediencies  of  politics,  than  it  is  to 
the  principles  or  morality,  to  fharpen  the 
poniard  with  wkch  one  cannot  wound 
one's  rival*  without  foon  feeHng  the  wea~ 
pon  returned  upon  one's  own  heart,  I 
do  not  think  that  men,  who  ought  to  fervie 
the  public  caufe,  as  true  brother  foldiers, 
find  any  pleafure  in  fighting  one  another 
like  vile  gladiators;  in  fbiving  for  the 
mattery  in  defamation  and  intrigue,  and 
not  in  information  and  talents  j  in  feeking 
guilty  triumphs  in  mutual  ruin  and  de- 
preffion,  the  trophies  of  a  day,  injurious 
to  all,  and  even  to  the  caufe  of  glory. 
But  I  will  tell  you  :  amongft  thofe  who 
maintain  my  do&rine,  you  may  reqkon 
R  2  upon 


244  Speeches  of 

upon  all  men  of  moderation,  who  do  hot 
think  that  wifdom  is  to  be  found  in  ex- 
tremesj  noi:  that  the  fpirit  of  pulling  down 
fhould  never  make  room  for  that  of  build- 
ing up ;  you  may  reckon  upon  the  great- 
eft  part  of  thofe  energetic  citizens,  who, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  States-Ge- 
neral (fuch  at  that  time  was  the  appella- 
tion of  this  national  convention,  which  is 
yet  but  in  the  cradle  of  liberty),  trampled 
on  fo  many  prejudices,  braved  fo  many 
dangers,  beat  down  fo  many  impediments, 
in  order  to  make  their  way  into  the  midft 
of  the  Commons,  in  whom  that  devoted- 
nefe  infpired  the  courage  and  the  force, 
which  have  really  effectuated  your  glo- 
rious revolution;  you  will  there  behold 
thofe  tribunes  of  the  people*  whom  the 
nation  will  long  rank  amongft  the  num- 
t^r  of  her  deliverers,  notwithftanding  the 

inceflant 
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inceflant  barking  of  envious  mediocrity ; 
you  will  there  fee  perfons,whofe  very  name, 
difarms  calumny,  and  whofe  reputation, 
both  as  public  and  private  men,  the  moft 
headftrong  libellers  have  never  eflayed  to 
tarnifh  ;  men,  in  fine,  who  without  ble- 
mifh,  without  views  of  intereft,  and  with- 
out fear,  will  be  honoured  even  to  the 
graye,  both  by  their  friends  and  by  their 


enemies*. 


.  "  I  conclude  with  moving  you,  that 
my  plan  of  decree  be  debated,  as  amended 
by  M.  Chapellier." 

Mirabeau  is  not  to  depart  piece-meal 
from  the  Aflembly;  he  hath  juft  now 
obtained  the  moft  complete  triumph :  ap- 
plaufe  almoft  unanimous  hath  informed 
him,  that  he  had  convinced  even  the 
greater  part  of  thpfe  who  decried  his  fyf- 

*  Bravo  I 

R  3  tern, — 
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tern.— The  cry  of  queftion  is  heard  from 
every  fide   of  the  hall. — A  decree  pro- 
claims  that  the  difcuffion  is  at  an  end — 
Neverthelefs,  Miraheau  is  for  hearing  M. 
Barnave.     Leave    is    obtained    for  that 
gentleman  to  fpeak — But  M.  Barnave  is 
far  from  difplaying*  in  his  reply,  the  fame 
ability  for  which  his  former  fpeech  had 
been   diftinguiihed — The   preference    is 
demanded  for  the  plan  of  Mirabeau,  who 
is  powerfully  fuppoxted    by   M*  de   la 
Fayette.— And  the  plan  of  Mirabeau  does 
obtain  the  preference. 

M.  Freteau  defires  the  following  amend- 
ment in  the  firft  article. — The  right  of 
peace  and  war  belongs  to  the  nation,:  itjbdll 
not  be  lawful  to  determine  upon  war,  other* 
wife  than  by  a  decree  of  the  National  Af 
fembly^  which  decree  itjball  not  be  lawful 

t$ 
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to  r$Jbhey  nflUfs  In  confiquence  of  a  formal 
proportion  from  the  king. 

M  I  R  A  B  E  A  U. 

"  M.  Freteau  hath  drawn  a  falfe  cpnclu- 
fion  from  my  article,  if  he  hath  inferred 
from  it,  that  it  left  the  minifters  the  right 
of  commencing  war.  That  article  fore- 
fees  the  cafe,  where  a  minifter  might  or- 
der a  culpable  aggreffion,  or  ad  of  hofti- 
lity.  It  is  abfolutely  impoffible  to  prevent 
fuch  cafes.  It  is  extremely  poffible,  that 
there  fhould  exift  a  minifter,  perverfe 
enough  to  commence  an  underhand  war. 
I  aft,  is  there  any  fyftem  wholly  free 
frojn  this  ipcpnyenieace  ?  I  can  talfe  90 
Qthej:  preoptions,  than  thofe  which  I 
point  out,  in  enabling  you  to  decide 
whether  the  aggreffion  be  a  guilty  one. 
R  4  Does 
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Does  not  the  article  clearly  fay  fo  ? — But 
why  is  there  no  anfwer  given  to  the 
queftion  which  I  have  propounded?  Is 
the  legiflative  power  the  legiflative  body  ? 
Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  compofed  of 
the  legiflative  body  deliberating,  and  of 
the  king  confenting  and  fan&ioning?  The 
imfwer  ought  to  be  :  tb at,  that  is  the  prin- 
ciple* of  the  fyftem  to  which  you  have 
juft  given  the  preference." 

The  previous  queftion  is  called  for, 
upon  the  amendment  of  M,  Freteau.  * 

M  I  R  A  B  E  A  U. 

"  I  declare  that  I  am  not  one  of  thofe 
who  call  for  the  previous  queftion  ;  but  I 
muft  obferve,  that  the  fenfe  of  M.  Fre- 
teau^ amendment  is  clearly  expreffed  ii* 
my  article." 

*  Ccft  la  lc  prindpe,  &c, 

*     }ILdt 
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M.  de  Menou. — "  M.  Mirabeau  fays, 
that,  the  amendment  propofed  by  M. 
Freteau,  is  comprehended  in  his  decree. 
If  it  be  not  comprehended  in  it,  as  I  am 
tempted  to  believe,  it  fhould  be  made  a 
feparate  article.  I  wifh  to  divide  the  A£- 
fembly  upon  this  amendment,  which 
ought  to  have  been  formed  into  an  ar- 
ticle." 

MIRABEAU. 

"  It  is  neceflary  to  examine  into  the 
motive  of  this  long-continued  obftinacy, 
againft  feeing  in  my  decree  what  is  in  it, 
and  in  pretending  that  I  have  faid  what  I 
have  not  faid.  If  the  numerical  order  of 
my  articles  is  to  be  changed,  I  leave  the 
honour  and  glory  of  a  difcovery  fo  fub- 
lime,  to  any  who  may  have  a .  mind  to 
take  poiTeffion  of  it.     As  the  fifth  article 

contains 
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contains  precifely  the  principle ;  as  there 
is  not  a  (ingle  article  which  does  not  fup<- 
pofe  the  principle ;  as  there  is  not  one 
of  them  which  does  not  lay,  that  the 
king  is  to  pay  obedience  to  the  legiflative 
body ;  as  not  one  of  my  arrangements, 
none  of  my  articles  is  equivocal,  you 
will  allow  me  to  perfift  in  not  changing 
my  opinion,  in  compliment  to  thofe  wor- 
thy perfons,  who,  for  thefe  two  hours, 
have  been  endeavouring  to  make  the  pub- 
lic believe,  that  my  opinion  is  not  my 
opinion/9     [Loud  applaufe.  ] 

M,  Freteau  prefents  the  firft  article,  as 
thus,  drawn  up  by  himfelf :-~ *  The  right 
of  peace  and  war  belongs  to  the  nation : 
k  (hall  not  be  lawful  to  determine  upon 
waf>  otherwise  than  by  a  decree  of  the 
National  Aflembly,  which  fhaH  he  refoLved 
upon,  in  confequence  of  the  formal  and 

neceflkry 
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neceflary  propofition   of  the  king,  and 
which  fliali  be  confented  to  by  him.** 

MIRABEAU, 

"  It  will  readily  be  believed,  that  I  at- 
fent  with  all  my  heart  to  this  amendment, 
for  which  I  have  b$en  combating  thefe 
five  days*  Had  I  known  fooner,  that  this 
was  only  a  conteft  of  felf-love,  the  di£- 
cuffion  fliould  have  been  much  fhorter 
than  it  hath  been.  I  move  you,  that  the 
word  fanftioncd^  a  conftitutional  worcJ,s 
be  inferted  inftead  of  the  word  confented" 

Thg  articles  were  put  fucceffively  to 
the  vote,  and  the  decree  drawn  up  ac- 
cordingly *. 

*  After  this,  in  the  original,  follows  a  copy  of 
the  decree,  containing  the- amendments  agreed  to.  I 
omit  tranflating  it,  as  the  reader,  probably,  begins  to 
T>e  weary  of  this  debate*  I  fliali  therefore  conclude  with 
the  additional  article,  propofed  by  M»  Mirabeau.  W« 

Mat 
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May  24,  1790, 

The  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
2  2d  was  read. 

MIRABEAU. 

*  I  propofe  an  additional  article  to  the 
decree  which  you  have  {faffed,  upon  the 
right  of  war  and  peace  :  it  eftabliflies  a 
wifh  that  hath  been  feveral  times  de- 
clared, by  fuch  of  my  colleagues  as  are 
Cncerely  attached  to  the  caufe  of  the  peo- 
ple :— The  article  is,  as  follows  : 

<c  All  treaties  and  conventions  hitherto 
made  with  foreign  powers  or  ftates,  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  fhall  be  examined  by 
a  fpecial  committee  of  perfons  chofen  by 
fcrutiny,  in  this  aflembly,  which  com- 
mittee fhall,  before  the  end  of  the  pre- 
fent  feffion,  make  its  report  upon  each, 

to 
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to  the  end  that  the  affembly  may  deteiv 
mine  upon  thofe,  which  it  fliall  deem 
worthy  of  being  ratified ;  and  until  then, 
the  faid  treaties,  ads,  or  conventions,  are 
to  remain  in  full" force." 

M.  Fretcau  confiders  this  plan  of  de- 
cree as  a  downright  declaration  of  war ; 
he  mores  the  queftion  of  adjournment. 

M.  Rober/pierre,  on  the  contrary,  looks 
upon  this  new  article  as  a  neceffary  con- 
fequence,  of  the  decree  refolyed  upon 
two  days  before ;  neverthelefs,  he  confents 
to  the  adjournment 

MIRABEAU. 


«c 


An  adjournment  is,  inconteftably,  at 
all  times,  a  fage  motion,  efpecially  when 
the  queftion  relates  to  fome  article  of  im- 
portance, and  which,  for  that  very  reafon, 
requires  to  be  drawn  up  with  much  ac- 
curacy. 
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curacy*  I  mull,  however,  remark,  that 
the  article  bears  altogether  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, that  henceforward  it  (hall  not  be 
lawful  to  execute  any  thing,  which  hath 
not  been  firft  ratified  by  the  legiilative 
body.  The  events  which  happen  every 
day*  prefent  us  with  opportunities  of  ex- 
amining the  convention  which  eccafion 
or  call  forth  the  difplay  of  the  national 
force*  For  example;  although  we  are 
perfuaded,  that  the  war  between  Spain 
and  England  is  neither  menacing  nor  dan* 
gerous;  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  behoves 
us  to  look  behind,  and  examine  whether 
the  conventions  be  national  or  not.  I 
have  therefore  propofed  what  I  think,  ufe- 
ful  to  be  done,  antecedently  to  the  clofe  of 
the  feffion ;  t  agree  to  the  adjournment ; 
but  my  opinion  is,  that  it  (hould  be  a 
fhort  one," 

It 
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It  wis  obferv^d  by  fome  members,  that 
the  adjournment,  like  the  decree,  would 
amount  to  a  declaration  of  war,  fihce  it 
would  create  in  foreign  powers  an  ajppre* 
fttenfion  of  a  revifion,  of  which  it  was 
impoffible  for  them  not  to  entertain  a 
jealoufy. 

The  aflembly  came  to  the  refolution  of 
paffing  to  the  ortier  of  the  day. 

It  had  been,  however,  the  intention  of 
Mirabeau,  hi  fuggefting  the  article  already 
noticed,  to  introduce  the  following  one : 

kt  The  aflefflbly  e*cef»ts  from  the 
fclaufe  above-mentioned,  every  treaty,  a&, 
or  convention,  by  which  there  may  havfe 
ban  ftipulated,  in  behalf  of  any  foreign 
power,  a  right  of  interfering  in  the  in- 
tbtnai  affairs  of  the  French  nation,  or  in 
behalf  of  this  nation,  a  like  right  of  in- 
terfering in  the  internal  affairs  of  any 
4  other 
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other  power  or  ftate  whatfoever:  whichfaid 
treaties,  a£ts,  or  conventions,  are  here  de- 
clared to  be  null  and  incapable  of  taking 
effeft,  as  being  contrary  to  the  rights  of  na- 
tions, and  to  the  principles  of  juftice  which 
fhould  form  the  bafis  of  their  policy ;  the 
aflembly  declaring,  that   the  nation  will  j 

confider  as  inimical,  every  power  which,  1 

in  contempt  of  this  declaration,  fhall  in*  j 

terfere,  in  any  fhape  whatfoever,  in  any 
matter  appertaining  to  the  legiflation,  or 
to  the  conftitution  of  the  French  empire, 
fuch  as  it  hath  been,  or  fhall  be  eftablifhed, 
by  the  National  Aflembly,  and  accepted 
by  the  king/' 

Affuredly,  this  new  article,  had  it  been  i 

adopted,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  would 
have  laved  us  the  fhame  and  trouble 
of  making  many  bravadoes,  and  throw- 
ing out  mawy  threats,  which,   without 

iati-  j 
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Intimidating  any  one,   ferved  to  caft  a 
damp  upon  the  activity  of  our  commerce 

and  our  induftry  *• 

FUNE- 

*  In  one  of  the  foregoing  pages,  I  referred  the 
reader  to  a  note  at  the  end  of  this  debate  \  the  note  is 
relative  to  a  point  of  Englifh  grammar,  the  mention 
of  which  I  deemed  it  better  to  defer  till  now,  in  or- 
der to  avoid .  difturbing  the  attention  of  the  reader 
from  the  fubje&  then  before  him.    The  point  al- 
luded to  is  the  ufing.  the  word  itf  as  a  pronoun  rela- 
tive to  the  fubftantive  people.    This  ftartles  many ; 
becaufe  we  have  indulged  ourfelves  in  the  cuftom 
of  confidering  the  workpeople  as  of  the  plural  number, 
and,  confequently,  of  conne&ing  it  with  plural  verbs 
and  pronouns.    I  have  heard  it  well  obferved,  that 
nouns  of  multitude  are  the  reproach  of  Englifh  gram- 
mar.   The  applying  a  plural  verb  to  them,  is  a  bat* 
barifm  that  was  unknown  to  the  Greek  and  Roman 
languages,  and  is  (till  banifhed  from  thofe  modern 
tongues,  which  are  evidently  a  corruption  of  that  of 
ancient  Rome.    Still  lefs  did  thofe  elegant  and  well- 
organized  languages,  admit  of  a  plural  pronoun  be- 
VQL.  ji.  S  ing 
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FUNERAL  EULOGIUM  ON  FRANKLINS 

June  11/1790. 

For  feveral  days,  Mirabeau,  tormented 
by  a  cruel  diforder  in  his  eyes,  had  not 
made  his  appearance  in  the  aflembly ;  and 

the 

tng  counted  with  the  term,  by  which  they  deno- 
minated what  we  now  call  the  people.  The  rule  is 
uniformly  the  fame,  not  cfnly  as  to  the  number,  but 
alfo  as  to  the  gender  of  that  important  appellation,  in 
every  one  of  the  languages  juft  mentioned.  I  appeal 
to  the  learned  reader,  with  regard  to  the  two  firft, 
and  ta  the  falhtonable  reader,  with  regard  to  all 
the  reft.  As  to  the  gender,  it  was  univerfally  mafcu- 
line.  The  Xao$  of  the  Greeks,  the  populus  of  the  Latins, 
tfce  k  peuple  of  the  French,  the  ilpopolo  of  the  Ita- 
lians, and  the  to  peublo  of  the  Spaniards,  form  a  re- 
fpe&able  confederacy  in  behalf  of  my  afflertion.  It 
is  ftated  by  thofe  who  are  learned  in  our  language,  * 
that  all  our  words,  which  are  not  pofitively  diftin- 

guifhed 
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the  abfence  of  Mirabeau  was  a  public  mif- 
fortune. 

The 

guiihed  as  belonging  to  fomc  fex,  are  neceflarily  de- 
graded into  th^  rabble  of  the  neuter  gender.  Of  which 
fex  is  the  wor  A  people  ?  Is  it  mafculine  ?  he>thz  peo- 
ple. Is  it  feminine  ?  Jbey  the  people.  Neither. 
Therefore,  according  to  the  rule  laid  down  above, 
the  word  people  mult  be  a  noun  belonging  to  the  neu- 
ter gender-  Some  of  our  moft  correft  writers,  aware 
of  the  impropriety  of  confidering  the  word  people  as 
entitled  to  a  plural  verb,  have  imitated  the  purity  of 
claffical  antiquity ;  but,  with  refpeft  to  the.  pronoun 
relating  to  the  word  people,  they  ftill  adhere  to  the 
irregularity  obferved  in  common  fpeech.  For  in- 
ftance : — "  The  people  was  fatisfied  with  the  con- 
ceffions  made  in  their  favour,  and  confidered  them- 
/elves  fecured  from  future  encroachment." — The  an- 
cients fpoke  of  the  people,  as  of  one  great  mafs,  that 
is,  the  nation,  or,  as  one  great  portion  of  the  general 
mafs,  in  contradiftin£tion  to  the  ariftocracy.  With 
refpe&  to  the  pronoun  it,  the  univcrfal  objection  is, 
that  tfce  ear  if  hurt,  when  that  neuter  pronoun  re- 
S  a  prefents 
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The  father  of  the  American  revolution 
is  no  more.  The  Congrefs  commiffiona 
M.  de  Rochefoucault  to  acquaint  Mira- 
beauofthis  event. — Mirabeau  is  all  af- 
fliction ;  his  heart  mourns,  but  he  re- 
folves  not  to  be  the  only  mourner;  he 
thinks  that  all  mankind  fhould  weep  along 
with  him. — He  hath  appeared  in  the 
aflembly,  afked  leave  to  fpeak,  interrupted 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  already  obtained 

presents  the  word  people  :  very  likely ;  fo  was  my 
ear  hurt,  at  firft ;  but  I  difdained  to  compliment  my 
ear  by  affronting  my  underftanding.  I  recolle&  a 
dialogue  in  Lucian%  called  the  Judgment  of  the  Vowels. 
I  wifh  fome  able  grammarians  would  go  the  circuit 
of  our  language,  and  oblige  thole  outlaws,  thofe 
wandering  banditti  of  pronouns  and  nouns  of  multi- 
tude, to  forfake  their  irregular  courfes,  and  .fubmit 
to  the  fame  government,  under  which  all  the  other, 
parts  of  fpeech  are  fo  happy.     W. 

7  the 
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themdft  delightful  of  all  triumphs,  A  pro- 
found  AND   PERFECT   SILENCE. 

MIRABEAU. 

"  Franklin  is  dead*. — The  genius  who 
freed  America,  and  poured  a  copious 
ftream  of  knowledge  f  throughout  Eu- 
rope, is  returned  into  the  bofom  of  the 
Divinity. 

"  The  fage  to  whom  two  worlds  lay 
claim,  the  man  for  whom  fcience  and 
politics  are  difputing,  indubitably  enjoyed 
an  elevated  rank  in  human  nature. 

"  The  cabinets  of  princes  have  been 
long  in  the  habit  of  notifying,  the  death 
of  thofe  who  were  great  only  in  their  fu- 

*  An  inftance  of  the  fublime.— "  Portia's  dead/' 
—Sec  StmtJfs  notes  upon  Longinus.    W. 
f  Des  torrens  de  lumiere.— This  is  bad, 

S  3  neral 
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neral  orations.  Long  hath  the  etiquette 
of  courts  proclaimed  the  mourning  of  hy- 
pocrify.  Nations  fhould  wear  mourning 
for  none  but  their  benefa&ors.  The  re- 
prefentatives  of  nations  fhould  recommend 
to  public  homage,  only  thofe  who  have 
been  the  heroes  of  humanity. 

"  The  Congrefs  hath  ordered,  in  the 
fourteen  confederate  ftates,  a  mourning  of 
two  months  for  the  death  of  Benjamin 
Franklin;  and  America  is,  at  this  mo- 
ment, paying  that  tribute  of  veneration, 
to  one  of  the  fathers  of  her  conftitution. 

"  Were  it  not  worthy  of  tis,  gentlemen, 
to  join  in  this  religious  aft,  to  pay  our 
ihare  of  that  homage  now  rendered  in 
light  of  the  univerfe,  at  once  to  the  rights 
of  man,  and  to  the  philofopher  who  moft 
contributed,  to  extend  the  conquefts  of 
liberty  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  ? 

Antiquity 
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Antiquity  would  have  raifed  altars  to  that 
vaft  and  mighty  genius,  who,  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  human-kind,  embracing  earth 
and  heaven  in.  his  ideas,  could  tame  the 
I  rage  of  thunder  arid  of  defpotifm*,  France 
enlightened  and  free,  owes  at  Ieaft  fome 
teftimony  of  remembrance  and  regret,  to 
one  of  the  greateft  men,  who  ever  ferved 
the  caufe  of  philofophy  and  liberty, 

"  I  move  you  to  decree,  that  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly  fhall  wear  taourning  three 
days,  for  the  late  Benjamin  Franklin." 

Scarce  was  this  funeral  oration  finifhed, 
when  the  tears  which  had  interrupted  if, 
were  fucceeded  by  the  applaufe  fo  well 
merited  by  the  orator. 

His  motion  was  decreed  with  acclama- 
tions, and  Monday  14th  was  fixed  on  for 
the  ftrft  day  of  the  mourning. 

*  Sut  domptcr  la  foudrc  ct  les  tyrans.  .  * 

§4  it 
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It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  fpeech  of 
Mirabeau  fhould  be  printed,  and  that  a  let- 
ter fhould  be  written  by  the  prefident  to 
the  congrefs  of  America,  teftifying  the 
grief  of  the  aflembly  for  the  death  of  Bcrt-z 
jamin  Franklin. 


January  14,  1791, 

The  ecclefiaftical  committee  had  been 
enjoined  by  the  aflembly,  to  prefent  it 
with  an  addrefs  upon  the  civil  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  clergy.  Commiffioners  had 
been  named  for  this  purpofe,  when  it  was; 
underftood  that  Mirabeau  had  prepared  a 
work  on  the  fame  fubje£t.  The  commif- 
fioners  entreated  that  he  would  communi- 
cate it  to  them ;  and,  after  various  obfcr- 
vations  concerning  it,  the  addrefs  of  Mi- 
rabeau was  adopted  by  the  committee. 

The 
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The  reading  of  this  addrefs  proved  aa 
pecafiqji,  or  a  pretence,  for  much  fcandaL 
It  is  for  men  whofe  minds  are  free,  ex- 
empt from  prejudice,  exempt  from  pa£* 
lion,  to  decide  with  calm  reflection  on 
the  works  of  genius, 


Plan  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  French^  upon  the 
civil  Conjlitution  of  the  Clergy  t  adopted 
and  prefented  by  the  EfCleJiqftical  Com- 
mittee, to  the  National  AjfemUy,  on  the; 
i/\tb  of  January  y  1 79 1 ,  and  pronounced 
by  M.  de  Mirabcau  the  Elder. 

Men  of  France, 

?c  At  the  moment  when   the  National 

Affembly,  is  enjoining  your  new  laws  to 

|  pay  attention  to  the  priefthood,  to  the 

j  (end  that?  in  confequence  of  the  reciprocal 

fiipport 
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frpport  fexperienced  by  all  the  institutions 
of  the  empire,  your  liberty  may  become 
unfhakeable,  exertions  are  made  to  lead 
the  confcience  of  the  public  into  error. 
The  voice  of  cenfure  cries  aloud  from 
I  every  quarter  *,  againft  the  civil  conftitu-  ' 
tion  of  the  clergy,  decreed  by  your  repre- 
fentatives,  as  outraging  the  nature  of  the 
divine  organization  of  the  Chriftian 
church,  and  incompatible  with  the  princi- 
ples, ellablifhed  and  confecrated  by  eccle- 
fiaftical  antiquity. 

"  Might  we  not  have  broken  the  chains 
of  our  fervitude,  without  fhaking  off  the 
yoke  of  the  faith  ?— No  :  liberty  is  far 
from  prefcribing  to  us  fo  impra&icable  a 
facrifice.  Behold,  Q  fellow^citizens,  be- 
hold the  church  of  France,  whofe  founda- 
tions are  interjoined  and  loft  amidft  thofe 

*  On  denance  dc  toutc  part. 

of 
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of  the  empire  itfelf ;  obferve  how  flie 
rifes  into  regeneration  in  conjunction  with 
it  j  and  how  liberty,  which,  as  well  as  our 
faith,  defcends  from  heaven,  feems  to  prc- 
fent  her  as  the  companion  of  her  eternity 
and  her  divinity !  Obferve  how  thefe  two 
daughters  of  imperial  Reafon*  unite,  to 
develope  and  accomplifh  the  perfe&ion  of 
your  fublime  nature,  and  to  complete 
your  double  neceffity,  of  exifting  with 
glory,  and  of  exifting  everlaftingly  ! 

"  We  are  reproached  with  having  re- 
fufed  to  decree  explicitly,  that  the  Catho- 
lic, Apoftolic,  and  Roman  religion,  is  the 
religion  of  the  nation. 

"  With  having  altered,  without  the  in- 
tervention of  ecclefiaftical  authority,  the 

*  I  do  not  fee  how  Faith  can  be  called  the  daugh- 
r  tcr  of  Reafon ;  matters  of  £ufh»  fays  Mr.  Lock,  are 
aboye  reafon.    W. 

ancient 


r 
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ancient  demarkation  of  diocefes,  and  of . 
having,  by  that  meafure,  as  well  a8  in  fe- 
veral  other  points  of  the  civil  organization 
df  the  clergy,  given  difturbance  to  epifco- 
pal  power* 

u  Finally,  with  having  aboliflied  the 
ancient  form  of  nominating  the  paftors, 
and  transferred  the  determination  to  the 
fuffiragesof  the  people. 

u  Upon  thefe  three  points  turn  all  thofe 
accufations,  of  irreligion  and  perfecution, 
by  which  attempts  are  made  to  difhonour 
the  integrity,  the  wifdpm,  and  the  ortho- 
doxy, of  thofe  who  reprefent  you.  They 
are  going  to  anfwer,  lefs  for  their  own 
juftification,  than  with  a  view  of  prepok 
felling  the  real  friends  of  religion,  againft 
the  clamours  of  hypocrites  who  arq  ene-^ 
mies  to  the  revolution.  [Here  Mirabeau 
few  applauded  by  a  great  part  of  the  ajfem^. 

m 
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wTo  declare  the  Chriftian  religion  to 
be  the  national  religion,  would  have  been 
tantamount  to  blemifhing  the  deareft  and 
moft  effential  charadteriftic  of  Chriftianity. 
In  general,  religion  is  not,  nor  can  it  be, 
a  relation  of  civil  fociety ;  it  is  a  relation 
between  man  in  his  private  capacity,  and 
the    infinite    Being   who    created  him. 
Should  you  comprehend  their  meaning, 
who  would  talk  to  you  of  a  national  con- 
fcientt?  Affuredly,   religion  is  no  more 
national  than  confidence:    for  a  man  is 
not  really  religious,  merely  becaufe  he 
belongs  to  fome  national  religion;  and,  - 
although    there  were    but  one   religion 
known   upon  earth,  and  all  humankind 
fhould    agree    to  profefs    it,   ftill  were 
it  true  that  each   would   feel  a    fincere 
fentiment  of  religion,  only  fq  far  as  each 
adhered  firmly  to  his  own ;  that  is,  only 

fo 
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fo  far  as  he  ftill  held  to  that  univer- 
fal  religion,  although  the  human  race  were 
to  abjure  it.  [Here  the-  applaufe  recom* 
menced.\ 

"  Therefore,  in  whatever  light  we  view 
religion,  to  call  it  national^  is  bellowing  on 
it  an  infignificant  and  ridiculous  denomi- 
nation, 

"  Were  it  as  judge  of  its  truth,  or  as 
judge  of  its  aptitude  to  form  good  citizens* 
that  a  legiflator  would  render  a  religion 
conjiitutional  ?  But,  in  the  firft  place,  are 
there  any  national  truths  I  In  the  fecond 
place,  can  it  ever  become  conducive  to  the 
public  good,  that  the  cohfciences  of  men 
fhould  be  {hackled  by  the  law  of  the  land  ? 
The  law  unites  us  to  one  another,  only  in 
thofe  pointa  where  we  touch.  Now,  man 
is  tangible  in  his  fuperficies  only;  in 
thought,  and  in   confcience,  he  remains 

apart, 
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apart,  and  fociety  leaves  to  him,  in  this 
refpeft,  the  abfolute  exiftence  of  nature. 
[Frejb  afiplaufe.] 

"  Finally,  there  can  be  nothing  national 
in  an  empire,  but  inftitutions  eftablifhed 
for  the  purpofe  of  producing  political  e£* 
fe£ts,  and  religion  being  no  more  than  the 
correfpondence  of  the  thought  and  the 
fpiritual  part  ?of  man*  with  the  divine 
thought,  with  the  univerfal  fpirit,  it  fol- 
lows, that  religion  cannot,  in  this  point  of 
view,  affume  any  civil  or  legal  form. 
Chriftianity  is  principally  excluded,  by  its 
own  eflence,  from  every  fyftem  of  local 
legiilation.  God  created  not  that  light, 
in  order  to  lend  forms  and  colours  to  the 
focial  organization  of  the  French  ;  but  he 
hath  placed  it  in  the  midft  of  the  liniverfe, 
to  the  end  that  it  might  ferve  as  a  point  to 
'  rally 
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rally  by,  and  as  the  centire  of  union  to  the 
whole  human  race.  Why  do  they  not  as 
well  blame  us,  for  not  having  declared, 
that  the  fun  is  the  national  luminary,  and 
that  no  other  fun  fhall  be  recognized  by 
law,  for  the  regulation  of  our  nights  and 
days?  [Here  the  ball  refounded  with  the 
applaufe  of  the  ajfembly^\ 

44  Minifters  of  the  gofpel,  you  believe 
that  Chriftianity  is  the  profound  ajid  ever- 
Iafting  fyftem  of  God ;  that  it  is  the  caufe 
of  the  exiftence  of  a  univerfe,  and  of  a 
race  called  humankind ;  that  it  embraces 
all  generations,  and  all  times ;  that  it  is  the 
bond  of  a  fociety  fpread  out  through  all 
the  empires  on  the  globe,  and  which  Jhall 
be  rerajfembled from  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world,  to  be  exalted  into  the  fplendours 
of  the  unfhakeable  empire  of  eternity, 

[Here 
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[Here  the  right  fide  of  the  hall  laughed  *y 
and  the  left  applauded}  and,  with  thefe 
ideas  thus  vaft,  thus  univerfal,  thus  fiipe- 
rior  to  all  human  localities,  you  require, 
that,  fey  a  constitutional  law  of  our  young 
government,  this  chriftianity,  fo  ftrong  in 
majefty,  and  in  antiquity,  be  declared  the 
religion  of  the  French  ?  You  are  they^who 
are  outraging  the  religion  of  Our  fathers ; 
'  yon  are  defirous,  that,  like  thofe  falfe  re- 
ligions,  born  of  human  ignorance,,  pro- 
moted by  the  tyrants  of  the  earth,  and 
confounded  with  political  inftitutions,  a* 
an  engine  of  oppreffion,  it  fliould  be  de- 
clared the  religion  of  the  law,  and  of  the 
Caefars ! 

"  Undoubtedly,  where  an  abfurd  be- 
lief hath  given  birth  to  a  tyrannical  go- 

#  Obfervc  that  the  clergy  fate  on  the  right  fide  of 
the  hall.    W.  • 

vol.  ii,  T  vernment ; 
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vernment  j  where  a  wayward  conftitutiorf 
is  the  offspring  of  a  fenfelefs  worfhip, 
Religion  muft,  indeed,  form  an  effential 
part  of  the  conftitution, 

u  But  Chriftianity,  weak  and  tottering 
at  its  birth,  invoked  neither  the  aid  of 
laws,  nor  the  adoption  of  governments  *. 
Her  minifters  would  have  reje&ed  the 
idea  of  her  exifting  legally,  finee  if 
was  neceffary  that  God  alone  fhould  ap- 
pear, in  what  was  only  his  own  work ; 
and  we  fhould,  at  this  day,  feel  the  want 
of  the  moft  flriking  proof  of  its  verity,  had 
all  thofe,  who,  before  our  time,  profefled 

*  Good. — On  the  contrary,  it  found  a  persecutor 
in  every  fovereign  \  in  primitive  chriftianity,  as  de- 
livered by  Jefus  and  his  apoftles,  there  was  nothing 
that  could  flatter  pride,  or  prove  auxiliary  to  def- 
potlfm.    W. 

that 


M.  DE  MlRABEAO.  1275 

that  holy  religion,   difcovered  it  in  the 
legiflation  of  empires. 

"  O  ftrange  inconfiftency !  what  man-  \ 
ner  of  men  are  they,  who  require  of  as, 
with  a  clamour,  and  a  bitternefs  fo  un- 
chriftianlike,  a  decree  for  rendering  Chrif- 
tianity  eonjlitutiond?  Thefc  are  the  very 
men  who  condemned  the  new  confuta- 
tion, who  reprefented  it  as  the  fubver- 
fion  of  all  the  laws  of  juftice  and  of 
wifdom,  who  from  every  quarter  exclaim- 
ed againft  it,  as  the  inftrument  of  per- 
verfenefs,  violence,  and  revenge.  Thefe 
are  the  very  men  who  told  us,  that  this 
conftitution  would  prove  the  ruin  of  the 
ftate,  and  the  difgrace  of  the  French  na- 
tion. O  faithlefs  men !  wherefore  would 
ye  introduce  a  religion,  which  ye  profefs 
to  cherifh  and  adore,  into  a  fyftem  of 
legiflation  which  ye  glory  in  decrying  and 
T  2  detefting? 
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detefting?  Wherefore  would  ye  unite, 
whatever  is  mod  auguft  and  moft  holy  hi 
the  univerfe,  with  what  ye  confider  as  the 
thoft  infamous  monument  of  human  ma- 
lice ?  What  union.  Saint  Paul  would  fay 
to  you>  can  be  e/faMi/ked  betweert  juffhi 
and  iniquity  f  And  what  can  there  be  in 
common  between  Cbrtfl  and  Belial?  [Ap- 
plaufaj 

u  No,  men  of  France,  it  is  neither 
good  faith  nor  fincere  piety,  which  ftirs 
up,  amidft  your  reprefentatives,  thefc 
eontefts  about  religion;  human  paffions 
are  the  caufe,  paffions,  which  endeavour 
to  hide  themfelves  beneath  an  irapofing 
mafk,  in  order  to  cover  with  more  impu- 
nity their  dark  and  vile  defigns. 

"  Look  back,  furvey  religion  in  he? 
cradle ;  there  it  is  that  you  may  form  an 
idea  of  her  true  nature,  and  determine  the 

.  mode 
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mode  of  exiftence,  under  which  her  di- 
vine founder,  meant  that  die  fliould  reign 
over  the  univwfo  Chrift  Jefus  is  the 
only  one  of  all  thofe  fages,  who  have 
undertaken  to  inftrud  men,  and  to  rendef 
them  good  and  happy,  the  only  one 
who  never  beheld  them  i©  any  political 
point  of  yiew,  and  who  never,  in  any 
inftance,  intermingled  with  his  do&rine, 
principles  that  were  connected  with  the 
Jegiflation  of  empires.  Whatever  be  the 
influence  of  the  Gofpel  upon  morality, 
neither  Jefiis  Chrift,.  nor  his  dlfciples, 
ever  gave,  men  to  underftand,  that  the 
evangelical  difpenfetion*  was  to  form  a 
part  of  the  constitutional  code  of  every 
ftate.  H&  no  where  enjoins  thofe,  whom 
he  had  ehofea  for  the  publishers  of 
his  do&rine,  to  prefent  it  to  the  legifla* 
tors  of  the  world,  as  containing  new  ideas, 
T  3     •  upon 
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upon  the  art  of  governing  nations :  a  Go 
"  forth,  and  inftrud  men,  faying  to 
M  them :  Behold  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
u  is  at  hand ;  and  into  whatfoever  city 
"  or  village  ye  fhall  enter,  inquire  who 
w  are  they  that  be  willing  to  give  ear 
"  unto  ye  ;  and  remain  there  as  long  as 
"  fhall  be  needful,  for  the  teaching  them 
<c  what  ye  are  to  teach  them  ;  but  if  they 
u  refufe  to  hear  ye,  depart,  and  be  in  all 
"  things  wife  as  ferpents  and  harmlefs  as 
"doves*."     [Applau/e.] 

u  The  gofpel,  therefore,  is,  by  the 
very  nature  of  its  inftitution,  an  econo- 
my wholly  fpiritual,  held  out  to  human- 
kind, inafmuch  as  we  have  a  deflination 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  civil  fociety, 
and  confidered  apart  from  all  political  re- 

*  The  orator  feems  to  have  quoted  this  at  ran- 
dom ',  but  his  purpofe  was  fully  anfwered,    VV, 

lations ; 
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lations:   it   is  propofed  to   man,  as  his 
fecond   reafon,  as   a  fupplement   to  his 
confcience*;  and  not  to  fociety,   as  a 
new  obje£t  of  legiflation.     The  gofpel, 
on  its  appearance  in  the  world,  required, 
that  men  fhould  receive  it,   and  that  go- 
vernments (hould  permit   it.     And  that 
is  the  -exterior  chara&eriftic  which,  at  its 
origin,  diftinguifhed  it  from  every  reli- 
gion, which  had  tyrannized  upon  earth ; 
and  that  likewife  is  what  muft  diftinguifh 
Jt,  to  the  end  of  time,  from  every  mode  of 
worflrip  which  depends  for  its  fupport,  on 
its  being  incorporated  into  the  conftitu- 
tions  of  empires, 

"  It  is,  therefore,  a  truth  eftablifhed 
upon  the  very  nature  of  things,  upon 
found  fenfe,  and  even  on  the  effence  of 
Jhe  gofpel  difpenfation,  that  your  reprc- 

*  What  an  excellent  phrafe ! 

T  4  fentatives, 
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fentatives,  O  men  of  France,  neither 
Ought,  nor  can  decree  the  title  of  no* 
tionalj  to  the  catholic,,  apoftolic,  and  Ro- 
man religion; 

"  But,  fince  Chriftianity  is  an  econo- 
my wholly  fpirkual,  above  the  teach  of 
the  power  and  infpe&ion  of  men,  where? 
fore  have  we  taken  upon  u*  the  right  of 
altering,  without  fpiritual  intervention, 
the  ancient  demarkation  of  the  diocefes  ? 

"  Afliiredly,  we  might  as  well  be  afked 
wherefore  we  are  Chriftians?  wherefore 
we  have  affigned,  upon  the  national  trea- 
fury,  the  moft  folid  portion  of  the  rever 
nues  of  the  ftate,  as  a  maintenance  for 
the  miniflers  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  defray 
the  expences  of  public  worfliip  ?  [Mur- 
murs from  the  right.] 

"  Next  after  the  elements  of  the  Chrit- 
tian  confutation,  its  worfhip  is  the  object 
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ei  the  free  acceptation  of  men,  and  of  the  to* 
kratioK  of  governments*  It  can  be  confider- 
ad  as  no  more  than  tolerated^  as  long  as  it 
is  received  and  obferved,  by  only  a  fmall 
number  of  the  citizens  of  the  ftate ;  but, 
when  it  is  become  the  worftiip  of  the 
sriajority,  it  lofes  its  appellation  of  tolerated 
nvorjhip  ;  It  is  then  a  worjhip  received; 
it  is,  in  fad,  the*  religion  of  the  public^ 
without  being,  of  right,  the  religion  of 
the  nation.  For  a  religion  is  not  adopted 
by  a  nation,  inafinuch  as  that  nation  is  a 
power,  but  inafmuch  as  fhe  is  a  colle&ion 
of  men. 

"  From  this  ftate  of  worfhip,  its  exer- 
cife  having  no  correfpondence  with  civil 
order,  feveral  confequences  refult. 

"  In  the  firft  place,  ecclefiaftical  au- 
thority can  diftribute  amongft  the  paftors, 
the  fpiritual  dlre&ion  of  the  faithful,  ac- 
cording to  fuch  divifions  or  demarkations, 

as 
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as  its  wifdom  fhall  prefcribe ;  and  the  go- 
vernment, which  is  not  conne&ed  by 
any  point  of  contact  with  religious*  po- 
lity, hath  nothing  to  overfee,  nor  to  re-, 
form,  in  limitations  which  are  not  poll* 
tically  vifible. 

"  Secondly,  in  this  fituation  of  worlhip, 
which,  for  fo  long  a  time,. was  the  only 
one  required  by  the  ancient  priefthood 
from  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  minifters,  the  conftru£fton 
and  reparation  of  the  temples,  and  every 
cxpence  attending  the  ceremonial  of  re* 
Ugion,  are  charges  foreign  to  the  reve- 
nue ;  for  that  which  does  not  belong  to 
the  inftitution  politic,  can  have  no  relation 
to  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  public  expen- 
diture* 

"  Thirdly,  but  the  moment  that  a 
Chriftian  inftitution,  adopted  by  the  ma^ 
jority  of  the  citizens  of  the  empire,  hath 

been 
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been  allowed  by  the  national  power ;  the 
moment  that  this  fame  power,    under- 
taking all  the  charges   of  the  temporal 
ftate  of  religion,   and  providing  for  all 
the  wants  of  public  worfhip  and  of  ita 
minifters,  hath  guarantied,  upon  the  faith 
of  the  nation,  and  upon   the  funds  of 
her  revenue,  the  perpetuity  and  immuta- 
bility of  her  acceptation  of  Chriftianity, 
from  that   moment,   that  religion  hath 
received  a  civil  and   legal   exiftence   in 
the   ftate,  which  is  the ,  higheft  honour 
that  a  nation  can  render,  to  the  fane- 
tity   and  majefty    of  the   gofpel;    and 
from  that  moment  likewife,  it  is  to  that 
national  power,  which  hath  beftowed  a 
civil  exiftence  on  the  religious  inftitution, 
that  the  right  belongs  of  determining  its 
civil  organization,  and  of  affigning  to  it 
its  external  and  legal  conftitution.  -  She 
may,  and  fhe  ought  to  aflume  the  govern- 
ment 
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ment  of  religion,  as  to  the  Whole  of  that 
public  chara&er  wherewith  fhe  hath  im* 
preffed  it,  ami  in  every  point  of  contadfc 
where  fhe  hath  eftablifhed  a  relation  be- 
tween it   and  the  focial  inftitution.   She 
may,  and  fhe  ought  to  challenge  to  herfelf, 
the   regulation  of  worfhip,  in   whatever 
exterior  circumftances  fhe  hath  caufed  -  it 
*  to  acquire,   through  the   whole  of  that 
phyfical   greatneffr  of   which    fhe     hath 
caufed  it  to  partake;  throughout  every 
relation,  by  which  fhe  hath  coane&ed  it 
with  the  great  machine  of  ftate  j   in  fine, 
m  every  thing  which  appertains  not  to 
it&  ifciritual,.  internal*  and  primitive  eou- 
ftitutiori.     It  is,  t&arefore,  the  right  of 
the  government,  to  regulate  the  demarka- 
tione  of  the  di©cefes>  fkice  they  are  the 
greateft  public  charaderiftic  of  religion, 
and.  the.  maaifeftation  of  its  legal  exifl> 
gace.     The  facerdotal  miniftry  is  fubor- 
4  dinate. 
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dinate,  in  the  fubdivifion  of  the  functions 
annexed  to  worfhip,  to  the  feme  authority 
which  prefcribes  limits  to  all  the  other 
public  fun&ions,  and  which  determines  all 
the  bounds  and  circumfcriptions  in  the 
empire. 

u  Let  them  tell  us  what  they  mean,  by 
the  intervention  of  fpiritual  authority,  in 
a  diftribution  wholly  political.  Does  a 
nation,  which,  receiving  into  her  bofom, 
and  uniting  to  her  government  the  ChriC- 
tian  difpenfation,  fo  orders  the  fyftem  of 
all  her  adminiftrations,  that,  wherever 
fee  finds  men  to  govern,  Ihe  appoints  a 
prime  paftor  for  their  religious  ihftruc- 
tion,  does  fuch  a  nation  arrogate  a  facer- 
dotal  power  ?  Does  flie  plah  any  enirer- 
prize  againft  the  conferences  of  her  flock, 
againft  the  dogmata  of  the  faith,  agamft  fts 

facraments, 
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facraments,  againft  its  hierarchical  relations 
and  dependencies  ? 

"  But,  we  are  told,  the  fpiritual  jurik 
di&ion  of  the  bifhops  hath  changed  with 
the  ancient  divifion  of  the  diocefes ;  and 
it  is  highly  neceflary  that  the  Roman 
pontiff  intervene,  for  thepurpofe  of  grant- 
ing to  the  bifhops,  powers  adapted  to  the 
new  conftitution. 

"  Let  thofe  amongft  our  paftors,  who 
have  upright  hearts,  and  minds  capable  of 
obfervation,  foar  above  ideas  and  tradi- 
tions, of  a  theology  inve^ed  for  the  di£ 
figuration  of  religion,  and  to  render  her 
fubfervient  to  the  ambitious  views  of  cer- 
tain men*  and  they  will  find,  that  the 
founder  of  Chriftianity  feems  to  have  con- 
ftituted  its  priefthood,  with  an  eye  to  its 
future  deftiny ;  that  is,  that  he  framed  it 

in 
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in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  it  might  lend  it- 
felf  to  all  the  civil  forms  of  thofe  dates,  in 
which  the  Chriftian  difpenfation  fhould  be 
adopted,  and  exert  itfelf  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  according  to  every  limitation, 
which  the  laws  of  empires  Ihould  at  any 
timeaflign  to  it. 

u  Was  it  by  allotting  to  each  pf  them 
a  portion,  of  authority,  confined  by  terri- 
torial limits,  that  the  author  of  our  reli- 
gion formed  the  apoftolic  inftitution? 
No:  it  was  by  conferring  on  each  of 
them  the  plenitude  of  fpiritual  power,  in 
fuch  wife,  that  one  of  them,  poffefling  the 
jurifdi&ion  of  all,  was  appointed  the  paf- 
tor  of  the  whole  human  race.  "  Go,"  faid 
our  Saviour  to  them ;  "  difperfe  your- 
*  felves  over  the  face  of  the  qarth ;  preach 

"  the  gofpel  to  all  mankind 1  send 

4<  ye,  as  my  Father  hath  s*nt  me." 

".  If, 
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"  If,  then,  at  the  time  of  their  m££ 
lion,  the  apoftles  had  divided  amongft 
them,  the  inftru&ion  of  the  whole  world, 
and,  afterwards,  the  powers  of  earth  had 
altered  the  limitations  which  they  had  vo- 
luntarily aifigned  to  themfelves,  would 
any  of  thofe  apoftles  have  been  difquieted 
a^t  finding,  that  his  jurifdt&ion  was  no 
longer  the  fame  ?  Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that 
they  would  have  reproached  the  public  au- 
thority, with  affuming  the  right  of  reftrain- 
ing  or  of  extending  that  of  the  fpiritu- 
alty  ?  Can  it  be  imagined,  efpecially,  that 
they  would  have  invoked  the  intervention 
of  Saint  Peter,  in  order  to  be  reinstated 
in  the  fun&ions  of  the  apoftlefhip,  by  a 
new  and  extraordinary  commiffion  ? 

.  "And  wherefore  fhould  they  have  had 
recourfe  to  that  fupreme  head  of  the  uni- 
verfal  church  ?  His  primacy  coafifted  not 

in 
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in  a  greater  fhare  of  fpiritual  power,  nor 
ia  a  more  eminent  and  more  extenfive 
jurifdi&ion.  He  had  received  no  particu- 
lar miflion;  he  had  not  been  appointed 
flxepherd  of  the  Chriftian  flock,  by  a  fpe- 
cial  inauguration,  feparate  from  that  of 
the  other  apoftles.  Saint  Peter  became 
paftor  by  virtue  of  the  fame  words,  which 
commiffioned  all  his  colleagues  to  inftru£t 
the  world  at  large,  and  fan&ify  all  man- 
kind. [Murmurs  from  the  right.]  We 
fee,  likewife,  Saint  Paul  and  the  reft  of 
the  apoftles,  eftablifhing  priefts  and  bi- 
fhops,  in  the  different  countries  whither 
they  had  carried  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
and  appointing  them  fhepherds  of  the 
flocks,  which  they  had  acquired  for 
Chriftianity  :  nor  do  we  any  where  find, 
that  they  had  called  in  the  authority  of 
vol,  11.  U  Saint 
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Saint  Peter  to  their  aid,  nor  that  th*  new 
pallors  had  expeded  from  him  caironrcal 
inftitution. 

"  What  ?  do  the  pontiffs  of  our  reli- 
gion no  longer  kcknowle^ge,  in  their  naf- 
fion,  the  fame  charades  with  which  the 
apoftles  were  invefted  ?  If  it  be  true,  thtt 
the  Chriftian  priefthood  'hath  beeft  iilfti- 
tuted  but  once,  for  afl  ages  eve*  afteiwafr<fc, 
does  ndt  the  apoftohc  power  fubfift  aft 
this  day  amongft  the  biftmps,  as  fftcceffors 
of  the  apofHes,  in  the  univerfatity  of  its 
primitive  inftitution?  Does  not  each  of 
them,  at  the  moment  of  his  confecration, 
become  Whkt  ekch  apoftle  was,  at  the 
moment  when  he  received  hifc  oWn,  at  the 
feet  of  the  everlafting  paftor  of  the  church? 
And  is  he  not  sent,  as  Jefus  Chrift*wa& 
by  hiis  father  ?  In  fine,  hath  he  not  been 
7  invefted 
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inverted  with  a  dhara&er  *,  fuited  to  all 
•places,  to  all  men,  and  fubfifting  ever  un- 
altered, amidft  all  the  changes,  all.  the 
croffes,  and  all  the  variations,  which  the 
demarkations  of  churches  can  experience  ? 

"  Be  watchful  of  your  conduct,"  faith 
^Saint  Paul  to  the  bifhops  whom  he  had 
leftabliflied  in  Afia ;  "  be  watchful  of  your 
"  condu&,  and  of  that  of  the  flock,  for 
w  whofe  fake  the  Holy  Spirit  hath  confe- 
"  crated  ye  bi(hops,in  giving  to  you  the 
'"  government  of  the  church  of  God, 
u  which  Jefus  Chrift  hath  founded  by  his 
"  blood."— — Weigh  thefe  words,  and  alk 
yourfelves  whether  Saint  Paul  believed, 
in  the  locality  of  epifcopal  jurifdi&ion. 

"  The  bifhops,  then,  are  efTentially 
charged,  with  the  direction  of  the  univer- 

.  *  Unc  aptityde  applicable,  &c. — A  had  mode  of 
cxpreffion,  furely. 

U  2  fal 
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fal  church,  as  were  the  apoftles:  their 
miflion  is  a&ual,  immediate,  and  abfo- 
lutely  independant  of  all  local  limitation. 
The ,  un&ion  of  epifcopacy  is  fufficient 
for  their  inftitution,  and  they  have  no  more 
occafion  for  the  fan&ion  of  the  Roman 
pontiff,  than  Saint  Paul  had  for  that  of 
Saint  Peter.  [Redoubled  applaufe.]  The 
Roman  pontiff  is,  as  Saint  Peter  himfelf 
was,  only  the  paftor  fingled  out,  to  be  the 
point  of  re-union  to  all  the  other  paftor^ 
to  convene  the  judges  of  the  faith,  to  be 
the  depofitary  of  the  belief  of  all  the 
churches,  the  confervator  of  the  univerfal 
communion,  the  fuperintendant  of  the 
whole  internal  and  fpiritual  adminiftration 
of  religion  *• 

"  Now,  all  thefe  relations  eftablifhed  no 
diftin&ion,  nor  any    dependance    really 

#  Bravo! 

hierarchical. 
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hierarchical,  between  him  and  the  bifhopa 
of  the  other  churches;  and  the  latter,  when 
afcending  their  thrones,  owe  him  nothing 
but  the  atteftation  of  their  union  with  the 
centre  of  the  univerfal  faith,  and  of  their 
willingnefs  to  become  paftors,  in  the  fpirit 
and  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Catholic  belief, 
and  to  correfpond  with  the  holy  fee,  as 
with  the  principal  throne  of  that  authority, 
which  Jefus  Chrift  hath  beftow?d  upon 
his  church  *. 

"  In  eccl^fiaftical  antiquity,  they  knew 
no  other  form  for  the  inftallation  of  their 
pontiffs.     Iprofefsy  faid  a  bifhop  once  in 

#  It  fhould  fecm,  then,  that  M.  Mirabeau  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  pope  is  only  an  oecumenical  pa* 
triarch ;  and  perhaps  this  is  reducing  that  prelate  to  v 
hi$  juft  ftandard.  Not  but  we  of  the  Proteftant 
communion,  can  very  well  difpenfe  with  any  fuch 
officer.    W. 

U3  *  let-  . 
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a  letter  to  pope  Saint  Damafus,  that  lam 
united  in  communion  to  your  holinefs^  that  h 
tofay*  t0  the  chair  of  Saint  Peter.  I  know, 
that  the  church  bath  been  built  upon  that 
rock.  Whoever  eats  the  pajfover  not  in  that 
boufe,  is  one  of  the  profane.  <He  who  gathers 
not  with  you,  is  a  fpendthrift.  Here,  then, 
is  the  precife  defcription  of  that  connec- 
tion, which  JefusChrift  eftablifhed  between 
Saint  Peter  and  the  other  apoftles,  and  the 
only  rule  of  the  correfpondence,  to  be 
maintained  between  Rome  and  all  the 
churches  of  Catholicifm ;  and  it  is  Iikewife 
the  only  rule  which  the  National  Aflembly 
hath  recommended  to  the  chief  paftors  of 
the  church  of  France. 

"  It  is  by  recurring  to  this  ancient  and 
incorruptible  foarce,  of  true  ecclefiafti- 
cal  economy,  that  good  minds  will  be. 
convinced  that  the  metropolitans  receive, 

by 
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by  only  occupying  the  fee  fet  apart  fo»  that 
high  ftatyon,  all  the  powers  which  c^n  b$ 
necefTary  to  the  exercife  of  fuch  a  func- 
tion, Thofe  boundaries  purely  territorial^ 
which  confiderations  of  order  and  police,  ' 
obliged  government  to  prefcribe  to  epif- 
eopal  authority,  are  the  only  limitations 
ever  acknowledged  in  the  French  empire. 
.  <c  The  metropolitan  fees  are  themfelves 
<Jnly  eftablifhments  of  police*  The  epik 
copate  of  the  metropolitan,  differs  in  no- 
thing from  that  of  his  fuflragans.  His 
fuperiority  over  them,  is  not  derived  from 
any  particular  mifijon  ;  but  merely  from 
the  fupremacy  of  the  city,  where  his' fee 
hath  been  eftablifhecL  Thi$  fort  of  facer- 
dotal  hierarchy,  was  entirely  conftru&ed 
upon  the  civil  hierarchy,  and  the  empe- 
rors, at  their  pleafure ,  erected  th£  feat  of 
thofe  eftablifhments* 

U  4  "  Far  - 
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<c  Far  from  having  narrowed  the  epis- 
copal authority,  and  lifted  the  fimple 
priefthood  to  the  level  of  epifcopacy,  in 
the  difpoiitions  which  we  have  ordained 
with  refped  to  its  adminiftration,  we  have 
rather  reftored  to  it  that  immenfity  which 
it  enjoyed  at  its  birth ;  we  have  deftroyed 
all  thofe  limits,  within  which  an  ancient 
and  thick  cloud  of  prejudices  and  errors, 
had  confined  and  concentred  its  exercife : 
unlefs  it  be  called  breaking  the  hierarchical  . 
gradation,  which  diftinguifhes  the  prime 
pallors  from  the  fubaltem  clergy,  to  aflign 
to  the  bifhop  of  each  church  a  council, 
and  to  enjoin  that  he  fhall  not  do  any  a<3: 
of  authority,  in  what  concerns  the  govern^ 
tnent  of  the  diocefe,  without  having  firft 
deliberated  with  the  prefbytery  of  the  dio- 
cefe.  As  if  that  fuperiority,  which  the 
pontiff,  by  divine  law,  poflefTes  over  his 

clergy^ 
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clergy,  difencumbcred  *  him  from  the; 
duty  impofed  by  the  law  of  nature ^  on  all 
men  burthened  with  a  Vaft  and  difficult 
charge,  of  invoking  the  affiftance,  and 
confulting  the  knowledge,  of  experience, 
of  maturity,  and  of  wifdom  !  As  if,  in 
this  refpe£t,  as  well  as  in  fo  many  others, 
the  National  Aflembly  had  not  re-efta- 
bli(hed  the  ufage  of  the  firft  ages  of  the 
church  !  u  Every  thing  there  was  done 
by  council,"  fays  Fleury,  "  becaufe  there 
the  fole  object  was,  to  eftablifh  the  reign 
of  reafon,  the  reign  of  regularity,  and  of 
the  will  of  God."— 

u  In  each  church,  the-  bifhop  did  no- 
thing of  importance,  without  confulting 
the  priefts,  the  deacons,  and  all  his  prin- 
cipal clergy ;  nay,  he  frequently  confulted 
the  whole  people,  when  it  was  interefted 

*  L'aflxanchifloit. 

in 
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la  the  affair,  as,  for  i&ftaaee>  la  the  cafe 
of  ordination*. 

u  But  could  and  ought  the  faifte  pQW«, 
which  esclufively  pofiefles  the  nafcQaal 
kgiflatie^  caufe  the  ancient  form  of  apt- 
pointing  the  pallors  to  difappear,  and  fub. 
salt  it  to  the  ele&ion  of  the  people  ? 

*  Yes,  indubitably,  that  power  pofleflfed 
this  right,  if  the  difpofal  of  an  qflke  be- 
>longs  cffentially  to  thofe,  who  are  at  once 
the  objed  and  the  end  of  fuch  an  office ; 
and  the  priefthood  cf  France  owes  alfo,,on 
tills  coufideration,  the  example  of  refped 
and  obedience* 

'"  It  is  for  men  that  a  religion  and  a 
priefthood  exift,  and  not  for  the  Divinity, 
who  cannot  have  occafion  for  them* 
"  Every  bifhpp,"  fays  Saint  Paul,  "  ele&- 

*  What  impiety  in  all  this  !— Rank  atheifm.  W. 

*ed 
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f c  ed»  from  amongft  men,  is  appointed!  fon 
^  the  fervice  of  men ;  it  behoveth  him  tou 
!c  underftand  how  to  companionate  igno* 
fc  ranee,  to  condefcend  to  the  feeble,  aa4. 
ft*  to  enlighten  thofe  that  be  in  error. v 

"  And,  not  only  does  the  apoftle  here, 
proclaim  the  right?  of  the  people^  fri  eccle- 
fiaftical  eJe&ions,.  as  derived,  from  the  na- 
ture of  thing?,  but  he  likewife  fiipporte  it* 
by  particular  confiderations  of  orders  and) 
of  circumftances.    The  facerdotal  fun£tiom 
is  a  miniftry  of  humanity,  of  condefcen*-. 
fion*  of  charity,  and  of  zeal.     It  is  there?- 
fore   that  Saint  Paul  recommends,  that: 
it  ihould  be  entrufted  to  men  only,  who 
are  indued   with   a  fpirit  truly  fenfible- 
and  paternal,  to  men  only,  who  have  been 
'  long  e&ercifed  in  beneficence,   and   well 
known  to  the  public  by  their  pacific  in- 
clinations, and  by  their  habits  of  doing 

good. 
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good  *.  It  is  therefore,  likewife,  that  he 
points  out,  as  proper  judges  of  their  fitnefs 
for  f  he  pontifical  functions,  and  to  become 
paftors  of  the  people,  thofe  who  haye  been 
witnefles  of  their  condud^  and  the  objects 
of  their  care  f. 

H  And  yet,  becaufe  the  National  Aflem- 
bly  of  France,  commiffioned  to  proclaim 
the  facred  rights  of  the  people,  hath  re- 
called it  to  the  ecclefiaftical  ele&ions ; 
becaufe  the  Aflembly  hath  re-eftablilhed 
the  ancient  form  of  thefe  elections,  and 
refcued  from  negle£t,  a  mode  of  proceed- 
ing that  was  a  fource  of  glory  to  religion, 
in  her  vernal  bloom  of  youth,  lo  !  the  mi- 
nifters  of  that  religion    ery  ufurpation, 

*  More  atheifm. 

f  "Was  this  better  than  a  royal  conge  d'elire  to  a 
dean  and  chapter  ?  that  is, /A*  king  gives  his  compliments 
to  them,  and  injifts  that  they  Jhall  eleSt  for  their  bifbop>  a 
perfon  whom,  perhaps,  they  never  before  heard  of.     W. 

fcandal, 
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fcandal,  impiety ;  reproach,  as  a  wicked 
attempt  upon  the  imprefcriptible  authority 
of  the  clergy,  the  reftoration  of  the  right 
of  ele&ion  to  the  people,  and  dare  to 
claim,  as  of  neceflity,  the  pretended  con- 
currence of  the  pontiff  of  Rome  ! 

"  Formerly,  when  an  immoral  pope 
and  an  audacious  defpot  fabricated,  un- 
known to  the  church  and  to  the  empire, 
that  profane  and  infamous ,  contract,  that 
concordat  which  was  nothing  more  than 
the  coalition  of  two  ufurpers,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fliaring  between  them  the 
rights  and  the  gold  of  France,  the  nation 
was  feen,  with  the  clergy  at  her  head, 
oppofing  to  this  robbery  the  whole  force 
of  an  unanimous  refiftance,  demanding 
the  reftoration  of  the  ele&ions,  and,  with 
a  perfevering  energy,  laying  claim  to  the 
pragmatic  fin&ion^    which    alone,    until 

then. 
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then,  had  conftituted  ^  the  common  law  of 
the  kingdom.     \AppUulfe.\ 

"  And  it  is  this  irreligious  contrad* 
this  fimoniacal  convention,  which,  at  the 
time  when  it  was  hatched,  drew  upon  it 
all  the  anathemas  of  the  facerdotal  order 
here ;  it  is  #iis  criminal  ftipulatiori  be- 
tween avarice  and  ambition,  this  ignomi- 
nious compact,  which,  through  fo  many 
fucceffive  ages,  was  imprinting  on  the 
mod  hallowed  fun&ibns  the  vile  blemifh 
of  venality,  this  it  is,  which,  at  the  pre** 
feat  day,  our  prelates  have  the  affurance 
to  claim  in  the  name  of  religion,  in  the 
face  of  the  whole  world,  befide  the  cradle 
of  liberty,  in  the  very  fan&uary  of  thofe 
laws,  which  are  regenerating  the  altar 
and  the  empire  * ! 

#  What  a  paragraph  !— I  could  almoft  (hatch  the 
crown  of  eloquence  from  the  head  of  Demoftbenesl 
And  place  it  upon  the  brows  of  Mirabeau.    W. 

"  But 
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*  Btrt,  it  is  faid,  the  choice  of  paftots, 
tritrufted  to  the  peopfe,  will  prove  no- 
thing but  the  offspring  of  caba!L 

*c  Amongft  the  moft  implacable  detrac- 
tors of  the  re-eftahlifhment  of  the  elec- 
tion^ how  many  are  there  to  whom  we 
might  make  this  dreadful  anfwer  ?  "  Is 
w  it  for  you  to  borrow  the  language  of 
"  piety,  in  order  to  condemn  a  law,  that 
u  affigns  yon  fucoeflbrs,  worthy  of  the 
u  efteem  and  veneration  of  that  people* 
"  which  hath  unceafinglyhefought  Heaven 
"  to  grant  its  children  a  paftor,  who 
"  might  be  capable  of  comforting  and  edi* 
"  fying  them  ?  Is  it  for  you  to  invoke 
"  religion,  againft  the  liability  of  the  con- 
"  ftitution,  who  ought  to  become  hs  moft 
<c  fteady  fupporters ;  you,  who  could  not 

fuftain,  for  a  fingle  inftant,  the  fight  of     \ 
*  what  ye  are,    if,   on   a  fudden,  rigid 

"  truth 
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truth  were  to  manifeft,  in  full  day,  the 
<c  dark  and  defpicable  intrigues  which  I 
u  paved  the  way  to  your  elevation  * ; 
"  [Applaufe].  you  who  are  the  creatures 
"  of  the  moft  wicked  adminiftration  ;  you 
4<  who  are  the  fruit  of  that  formidable 
<c  iniquity,  Which  fummoned  to  the  moft 
"  exalted  fituafions  in  the  priefthood,  thofe 
u  who  grovelled  in  floth  and  ignorance, 
"  and  who  unmercifully  fhut  the  doors  of 
the  fan&uary,  againft  the  laborious 
"  and  well-informed  clafs  of  ecclefiaftics  ?" 
[Murmurs  andfymptoms  of  agitation^  from 
the  right \\ 

M.  Gerard:  «  Thefe  are  truths."    [A 
great  part  of  the  AJfembly  applauded.] 

Mirabeau    in   continuation :    "  How 
could  thefe  men,  who  make  fuch  an  often- 

*  Bravo ! — More  atheifm. — I  will  worry  them,  as 

the  Baftard,  mKing  Johny   worries  the  worthlefs 

Dukq  of  Auftria.    W. 

tatious 
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tatious  {how   of  zeal,  to  fecwe  to  the 
churches,  a  choke  of  paftors  worthy  of 
a  name  fo  fan&ified,  bow  could  they  fa 
long  fit  filent,  when  they  beheld  the  fate 
of  religion,  and  the  difpofal  of  the  auguft 
functions  of  the  apoftlefhip,  abandoned 
to  the  nod  of  a  minifter,   the  Have  of 
thole  intrigues  which  continually  furround 
the  throne?  Opportunities  of  rifing  up 
againft  a  kcrilegious    traffic,    prefented 
thenafelves  to  the  clergy,  at  conjun&urea 
regularly  returning  j    but  how  did  the 
clergy  a£t  in  thofe  aflexnblies  ?  Inftead  of 
feeking  a  remedy  for  this  deplorable  ftate 
of  religion,  and  enlightening  the  wifdom 
of  a  pious  and  juft  prince,  as  to  the  im- 
piety of  leaving  the  care  of  providing 
paftors  for  the  church  of  France,  to  the 
pitilefs  oppreffors  of  the  people,  it  fkivo- 
loufly  lays  dowo  at  the  feet  of  the  royal 
vol.  11.  X  patron, 


1 
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patron,  a  vain  and  pufillanimous  tribute 
of  adulation,  and  contributions,  the  biuv 
then  of  which  is  impofed  on  that  poor 
clafs,  the  afliduous  and  ever-refident  la- 
bourers of  the  gofpel.  [Frejb  applaufei\ 
What?  is  it  not  evident,  that,  had  our 
prelates  demanded  another  form  of  ap- 
pointment to  ecclefiaftical  offices,  it  would 
have  been  condemning  too  openly  their 
anti-canonical  creation,  and  avowing  in 
the  face  of  the  nation,  that  they  them- 
felves  were  but  ihtruders,  whom  it  was 
neceflary  to  turn  out,  and  whofe  places' 
ought  to  be  occupied  by  others  ? 

"  But  if,  not  daring  to  reproach,  ab- 
folutely,  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  elec- 
tive form,  for  ecclefiaftical  employments,, 
the  prelates  ftill  infift,  that  the  mode  de- 
creed by  the  conftituting  body,  is  con- 
trary to  the  ancknt  forms )  which  always 

allowed 
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allowed  the  priefthood  the  honours  of  fu- 
peridr  influence,  We  fhall  afk  them,  whe* 
ther  they  have  difcovered  that  that  influ- 
ence was  founded,  upon  any  precife  law. 
of  the  evangelical  conftitution,  and  whe- 
ther it  was  an  effedi  of  thofe  rules  by 
which  the  Redeemer,  firft  organized  the. 
government  of  our  religion  ?  We  fhall 
afk  them,  of  what  kind  were  the  firft 
ele&ions,  which  immediately  followed  the 
foundation  of  Chriftianity  ?  A  number 
of  difciples  was  chofen,  at  the  inftlgation 
of  the  apoftles,  feven  men  infpired  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  and' with  wifdom>  for  the 
purpofe  of  aflifting  them  in  the  duties  of 
the  apoftlefhip  ;  thefe  men  received,  from 
the  apoftles,  the  impofition  of  hands,  and 
in  that  manner  became  the  firft  deacons,  , 
"  And,  in  our  days,  when  and  in 
what  manner  did  the  clergy  bear  a  part, 
in  the  tafk  of  diftributing  the  diocefan  and 

X  2  paro- 
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parochial  offices  ?    Epifcopal    fees  were 
to   be  filled,  and  the   king  gave   them 
away ;  rich  abbeys  were  to  be  conferred, 
and  the  court  conferred   them;  a  great 
number  of  beneficed  cures  were  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  lay  patrons,  and  thefe  lay  patronr 
difpofed  of  them  * :  a  non-catholic,  a  Jew* 
by  the  mere  acquifition  of  certain  feigneu- 
ries,  became  the  arbiter  of  the  deftmy  of 
religion,  and  of  the  moral   condition  of 
a  multitude  of  parifhes ;   thus  the  great 
titles  and  the  great  offices  of  the  church 
were  parcelled  out,  without  the  participa- 
tion, and  even  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  clergy ;  and  what  little  right  remained 
to  it,  of  nominating  to  the  obfcure  and 
fubaltern  benefices,  ferved  only  to  render 
its  want  of  weight  in  the  difpofal  of  be- 
nefices, the  more  public  and  the  more 
perceptible. 

*  A  crying  grievance  in  other  kingdoms  alfo,  W. 
3  "  Undoubt- 
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%c  Undoubtedly,  there  was  an  age  of 
the  church,  when  the  priefthood  prefided 
in  aflemblies,  convened  for  the  purpofe 
of  creating  paftors,  and  when  the  people 
regulated  its  choice,  according  to  the  fuf- 
frages  of  the  clergy.  But  why  do  not  * 
our  prelates,  inftead  of  flopping  at  inter- 
mediate periods,  when  the  primitive  forms 
were  already  changed,  fearch  upwards  to 
thofe  very  ele&ions,  fo  contiguous  to  the 
cradle  of  Chriftianity^  when  each  city 
and  each  village  had  its  pontiff,  and  when 
the  people  alone  proclaimed  and  enthroned 
its  fpiritual  paftor  ?  For  it  is  neceflary  to 
obferve,  that  the  aflbciating  the  clergy  to 
the  elective  aflemblies,  is  dated  from  the 
diminution  of  the  epifcopal  fees,  that  is, 
that  it  owes  its  origin  to  the  difficulty  of 
re-aflembling,  the  multitude  of  thofe  who 
belonged  to  a  Angle  church. 

X  3  *  At 
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"  At  this  fame  period,whenthe  priefthood 
was  the  foul  of  the  convocations  for  the  elec- 
tion of  minifters,  the  poor  and  auftere  bi- 
fhops  bore  thegreateft  part  of  the  burthen  of 
the  religious  miniftry  ;  the  inferior  priefta 
were   only  their  affiftants  j   the  bifhops 
were  the  only  perfons  who  offered  up  the 
public  facrifice,  who  preached  the  word  to 
the  faithful,  who  catechifed  the  children, 
who  carried  the  alms  of  the  church  into 
the  hiding-place  of  the  unfortunate  *,  who 
vifited  the  public  afylums  for  age,  indi- 
gence, and  infirmity,  who  traverfed  with 
their   bliftered   and    venerable   feet,    the 
depths  of  the  valley,  and  the  fharp  fum- 

*  Bravo!— More  atheifm.— It  were  a  pleafant 
thing  to  fee  a  modern  Welch  bifhop  perambulating 
the  fkirts  of  Snonvdon  or  Pen-maen-ma£r,  peeping 
into  the  caverns  of  mifery  (for  he  could  not  talk  to 
her),  and  fcattering  the  half-crownaof  the  charitable  • 
judicioufly.    W. 

mit 
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mit  of  the  mountain,  for  the  purpofe  of 
difpenfing  knowledge  and  the  comfort  of 
the  faith,  amongft  the  innocent  inhabitants 
of  the  fields  and  of  the  villages.  Here 
are  fads  exa&ly  parallel  to  that  of  the 
.influence  of  bifhops,  over  the  election 
of  fpiritual  paftors.  Now  are  ye  for 
transforming thdkfatls  into  fo  many  points 
of  ecclefiaftical  law,  and  pronouncing  that 
the  condu&  of  prelates,  who  preach  not 
the  comforts  of  the  gofpel  to  their  flock, 
and  who  travel  in  their  fumptuous,  cha- 
riots, is  contrary  to  the  eflential  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  church  *  ?  [Repeated  thunders 
of applaufe.\ 

"  The  mode  of  ele&ion  adopted  by 
the  National  Aflembly,  is,  then,  the  moft 
perfect,  fince  it  is  the  moft  conformable 

*  This  is,  as  Pope  fays, 
"  To  goad  the  prelate  numbering  in  hi*  ftall."   W. 

X  4  to 
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to  the  proceedings  in  the  time  of  the 
apoftles,  and  nothing  is  fo  evangelical,  and 
fc  pure,  as  what  is  derived  from  the  high 
Cource  of  ecckfiaftical  antiquity, 

*'  The  criminal  rafiftance  made  by  a 
multitude  of  priefts*  to  the  laws  of  their 
country,  their  obftinate  exertions,  to  re* 
vive  the  double  defpotifin  of  the  prieft- 
hood  and  tfce  throne,  have  alienated  from 
them  the  confidence  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  they  have  •  not  been,  in  thefe 
days,  fummoned  in  any  great  number,  to 
thofe  bodies  charged  henceforward  to 
proclaith  tfee  peopled  choice, 

"  But  the  time  will  arrive,  when  at** 
other  generation  x>f  paftors,  attaching 
themfelves  to  the  laws  and  to  liberty,  as 
to  the  fource  of  their  exigence  and  their 
real  grandeur,  fhall  regain  that  high  re-* 
fpeft,  wlych  conferred  fo  much  authority 

oa 
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on  the  priefthood  of  the  primitive  church, 
and  rendered  its  prefence  fo  dear  to  thofe 
majeftic  aflemblies,  "where  the  hands  of 
an  innumerable  people  fblemnly  placed 
the  facred  tiara,  upon  the  head  of  the 
moft  humble  and  moft  •wife, 

"  Then  fliail  unquiet  diftruft  and  vexa- 
tious fufpicion  difappear  j  the  confidence, 
the  veneration,;  and  the  love  of  the  poor, 
will  open  to  the  priefts  the  gates  of  tbofe 
affemblies,  as  to  the  moft  xefpe&able  con-* 
fervators  of  the  public  mind,  and  of  that 
patriotifm  which  cannot  be  corrupted. 
It  will  be  considered  as  an  honour  'to  pay 
a  deference  to  their  votes ;  for  nothing 
is,  in  £u5t,  more  honourable  for  a  nation, 
than  to  grant  a  great  authority  to  thofe 
wham  its  own  choice,  could  not  fumman 
tp  ?he  ^reat  offices  of  religion,  without 

being 
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bong  fully  fenfible  of  the  advantages  of 
great  talents,  and  of  the  merit  of  great 
virtues.  Then  fhall  the  priefthood  and  the 
empire,  religion  and   the   land,  the  fane- 
tuary  of  the  holy  myfteries,  and  the  tem- 
ple of  liberty  and  the  laws,  inftead  of 
thwarting  and  juftling  one  another,  ac- 
cording to  the  interefts  by  which  men  are 
divided,  compofe  only  one  grand  fyftem  of 
public  happinefs  ;•  and  France  fhall  teach 
the  furrounding  nations,  that  the  gofpel 
and  liberty  are  the  infeparable  bafes  of  all 
true  legiflation,  and  the  everlafting  foun- 
dation of  the  moft  perfedt  ftate  of  man. 

<c  Behold  the  falutary  and  glorious 
epoch,  which  the  National  Affembly  hath 
thought  proper  to  prepare,  which  will  be 
accelerated  by  the  knowledge  and  the  vir- 
tues of  the  priefthood,  in  concert  with  the 

new 
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new  laws,  but  which  may  be  able  alfo 
to  fubdue  the  prejudices,  the  paffions,  the 
refiftanee  of  that  priefthood. 

"  Paftors  and  difciples  of  the  gofpe!, 
who  calumniate  the  principles  of  the  le- 
giflators  of  your  country,  do  ye  know 
what  ye  are  doing  ?  You  are  comforting 
impiety  for  thofe  infurmountable  obfia- 
cles,  which  the  law  had  oppofed  to  the 
progrefs  of  its  defolating  fyftem ;  and  it  is 
from  you  alfo  that  the  enemies  of  Chrik 
tianity  expert,  on  this  day,  the  abolition 
of  all  worfhip,  and  the  extin&ion  of  every 
fentiment  of  religion.  Imagine  to  your- 
felves  the  partifans  of  irreligion,  calculat- 
ing the  gradations,  by  which  the  falfe  zeal 
of  the  faith  is  conducing  it  to  its  ruin, 
and  pronouncing  in  their  circles  the  fol- 
lowing difcourfe : 

♦'  Our  reprefentatives  had  replaced  the 

"  edifice 
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u  edifice  of  Chriftianity,  upon  its  ancient 
"  bafe,  and  our  meafures  for  overturning 
a  it  were  for  ever  difconcerted.  But  what 
a  was  to  have  given  religion  fo  great  and 
"  fo  undifturbable  *  an  exiftence,  is  now 
u  becoming  the  pledge  of  our  triumph, 
u  and  the  fignal  of  the  downfal  of  the 
u  priefthood  and  its  temples.  Look  at 
4i  thofe  prelates  and  thofe  priefts,  who  are 
M  exciting,  through  every  province  of  the 
".kingdom,  the  (pirit  of  infurre&ion  and 

*  rage  ;  look  at  thofe  treacherous  protefh, 
u  in  which  they  threaten  with  the  flames 

*  of  hell  fuch  as  receive  the  code  of  liber-  ^ 
w  ty  j  obferve  that  aiFe&ation  of  beftow- 

*  ing  on  the  regenerators  of  the  empire 

*  the  atrocious  chara&er  of  the  ancient 
4i  perfecutors  of  the  Chriftians ;  obferve 

*  No  fuch  word  in  our  di&ionaries ;  but  I  don't 

f?ie*    W, 

«  thofe 
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C1  thofe  priefts  and  prelates   unceafingly 
*.*  devifing  means,  for  getting   pofleffioa 
€C  of  the  public   force,  in  order  to  em- 
"  ploy  it  againft  thofe,  who  have  defpoiled 
u  them  of  their  ancient  usurpations,  in 
"  order  to  re-afcend  the  throne  of  their 
u  pride,  in  order  to  caufe  that  gold  which 
"  was  their  fcandal  and  their  fhame,  to 
u  flow  back  once  again  into  their  palaces ; 
[Murmurs  from  the  right,  which  arefoon 
drowned  in  the  applaufe  from  the  lefl.] 
fee  with  what  ardour  they  miflead  the 
confciences,  alarm  the  piety  of  the  Am- 
ple, intimidate  the  weak,  and  how  ea- 
"  gerly  they  exert  themfelves  to  make  the 
<c  people  believe,  that  the  revolution  and 
religion  can  never  fubfift  together. 
"  Now,  the  people  will  at  laft  believe 
it  j  and,  wavering  in  the  alternative  of 
being  Chriftian  or  free,  it  will  adopt  that 

«  fide 
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<c  fide  which  will  the  lefe  interfere*  with 
u  its  neceflity  for  a  refpite  from  its  ancient 
"  calamities.  It  will  abjure  its  gofpel ;  it 
<c  will  curfe  its  paftors ;  it  will  no  longer 
u  defire  either  to  know  or  to  adore,  any 
"  other  than  the  God  who  created  nature 
u  and  liberty.  And  then,  whatever  fhall 
"  remind  it  of  the  God  of  the  New  Tefta- 
"  ment,  will  become  odious  in  its  eyes  ; 
cc  it  will  no  longer  delire  to  facrifice  but 
"  upon  the  altar  of  its  country  ;  it  will 
"  look  upon  its  ancient  temples  but  as 
"monuments,  which  can  ferve  only  to 
"  witnefs,  how  long  it  was  the  fport  of  \ 
"  impofture,  and  the  vi&im  of  untruth  :  v 
[Murmurs  from  feveral parts  of the  halW\ 
"  it  will,  therefore,  no  longer  endure, 
"  that  the  price  of  its  fweat  and  blood, 
u  fhould  be  applied  to  the  expences  of  a 
worfhip  which  it  rejects,  and  that  an 

"  immea- 
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hnmeafurable  portion  of  the  public  re- 
sources, ftiould  be  afligned  to  a  facerdo- 
tal  confpiracy.  And  behold  how  that 
religion,  which  hath  refilled  every 
u  fhock  of  human  controyerfy,  was  de£- 
"  tined  to  that  grave  which  its  own  mi- 
u  nifters  were  digging  for  it !" 

"  Tremble,  men  of  France,  left  thefe 
calculations  of  infidelity,  be  not  founded 
upon  the  moft  alarming  probabilities. 
Should  it  not  be  believed,  that  all  thofe 
who  make  it  their  ftudy,  to  decry  as 
wicked  attempts  upon  the  rights  of  reli- 
gion, the  proceedings  of  your  reprefenta- 
tives  in  the  organization  of  the  facred  mi- 
niftry ;  fhould  it  not  be  believed,  I  fay, 
that  their  objed  and  that  of  the  infidel  is 
the  fame  ;  that  they  look  forward  to  the 
fame  cataftrophe,  and  that  they  have  re- 
vived on  the  ruin  of  Chriftianity,  pro- 
vided 
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vided  they  may  be  revenged,  and  tJiat 
they  have  left  nothing  untried  for  the  re- 
covery of  their  power,  and  for  the  purpofe 
of  replunging  you  in  your  former  fervi- 
lity?  [Applaufe  from  the  left;  the  Abbi 
Maury  makes  a  bow  to  the  aflembfy,  and 
withdraws,  followed  by  fever al  ecclefiqftics  ; 
others  drop  off,  one  by  one.*\  that  is,  that 
the   fole    difference  which   diftinguiflies, 
the  irreligious  dodlrine  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
ariftocracy,  is,   that  the  former  dodfaine 
pants    after*    the   downfal  of  religion, 
only  in  order  to  fecure   mare  firmly,  the 
triumph  of  the  conftitution  and  of  liberty ; 
and  that  the  fecond  is  ftriding  towards  * 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  faith,  with  no  other 
hope  than  that  of  feeing  it  involve  in  its 
overthrow,  the  liberty  and  conftitution  of 

*  fouhaite.  f  tend. 
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the  empire.     The  one  afpires-to  fee  the. 
faith  extinguUhed  ataongft  ua,  only  from 
a  belief,  that  it  is  an  obftacle  to  the  com- 
plete deliverance  of  man  j  the  other  ex* 
pofes  the  faith  to  the  greateft   dangers, 
with  the  defign  of  raviftring  from  you 
thofe  rights  which  you  have  re-acquired, 
and  of  enjoying  once  again  your  degra* 
dation  and  your  mifery.     In  fine,  the  one 
detefts  religion,  only  becaufe  fhe  appears 
to  fandtion  maxims  favourable  to  tyranny, 
and  the  other  voluntarily  yields  her  up  to 
all  the  hazard  of  a  fhock,  from  which  fhe 
experts  the  return  of  tyranny,  and  the  re- 
vival of  all  abufes.     Thus   the  humane 
fpirit  which  intermingles  with  the  enter- 
prizes  of  infidelity,  againft  the  gofpel  di£- 
penfation,  foftens,  and  in  fome  meafure 
induces  us  to  pardon,  the  temerity  and 
injuftice  which  attend  them,     Buj  what 
vol.  ii,  Y  apology 
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apology  could  be  offered,  for  the  mifchieft 
which  our  eeclefiaftics  are  infli&ing  upofc 
religion,  with  a  view  of  replunging  their 
fellow-citizens  in  woe,  and  of  recovering 
an  authority,  the  deprivation  of  which 
incenfes  all  their  paffions,  and  is  at  tari^ 
ance  with  all  their  habitudes  ? 

"  O  you  who  are  at  peace  with  Heaven 
and  with  your  confidences ;  ye  pallors, 
who  have  hitherto  hefitated  to  affix:  the 
feal  of  your  oath,  to  the  new  civil  con- 
ftitution  of  the  clergy,  from  no  other  mo- 
tive than  a  fincere  dread  of  becoming 
accomplices  in  ufurpation,  call  to  mind 
thofe  early  times,  when  Chriftianity*  re- 
duced to  concentrate  all  her  majefty  and 
all  her  treafures,  in  the  dark  and  filent 
cavern,  exulted  with  fo  pure  joy,  when 
tidings  came  to  announce  to  her  auftere  and 
revereiid  pontiffs,  the  repofe  of  the  fword 
2  of 
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of  perfecution  ;  when  the  intelligence  ar- 
rived,  that  a  cruel   reign  was  now  no 
more,  and  that  a  wife  and  humane  mo- 
narch had  fuQceeded  to  the  fceptre  j  when 
they  could  venture,  from  the  deep  caves 
where  they  had  confecrated  their  altars, 
to  go  and  comfort  and  confirm  the  meek 
piety  of  their  difciples,  and  to  emit,  from 
under  ground,  fome  few  fparks  of  that 
light  divine,  which  they  guarded  as  a  pre- 
cious depofit     Now,  let  us  fuppofe,  that 
one  of  thofe  venerable  men  of  Chrift,  if. 
fuing  fuddenly  from   the  antique   cata- 
combs, where  his  afhes  are  confounded 
with  the  remains  of  fo  many  martyrs*  ' 
were  to  come  this  day,  to  contemplate  in 
the  midft  of  us,  the  glory  with  which  re- 
ligion here  beholds  herfelf  furrounded,  and 
were  to  difcover,  at  one  view,  all  thofe 
temples,  thofe  high  towers,  which  flxoot 
Y  2     .  aloft 
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aloft  into  ait  the  glittering  emblemf 
of  Chriftianky,  that  crofs  evangelical, 
which  foars  from  the  higheft  point,  of 
fcvery  department  of  this  gtfcat  and  iUuk 
trious  empire — what  a  fpe&aclfe  for  the 
eyes  of  one,  who,  from  his  birth-day  to 
his  grave,  had  never  beheld  religion,  but 
in  the  caverns  of  the  fbreft  and  the  delert  I 
What  inexpreffible  delight !  what  trank 
ports !  I  think  I  hear  him  cry,  as  that 
ftranger  once  did,  on  feeing  the  camp  of 
the  people  of  God:  O  Israel,  how; 
beauteous  are  thy  tents  !  o 
Jacob,  what  order,  what  majesty 

» 

I**    THY    PAVILIONS  *  ! — ''■ 

"  Calm,  then,  O  calm  your  apprhen- 

*  What  painting,  what  imagery,  what  fervid  and 
fublime  eloquence  !  I  know  of  nothing  of  the  kind 
in  Cicero  fuperior  to  this  paragraph*    W. 

.4  lions, 
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fiom,  ye  minifters  of  the  God  of  peace 
and  truth ;  blufti  at  your  inflammatory 
exaggerations,  and  no  longer  furvey  our 
"work  through  the  medium  of  your  paf- 
iions.  We  are  not  afking  you  to  fwear 
.againft  the  law  of  your  hearts  ;  [Several 
members  from  the  right  Jiart  up  and  cryy 
This  is  ringing  the  alarm  bell.] 
but  we  befeech  you,  in  the  name  of  that 
holy  God,  who  is  one  day  to  judge  us 
all,  not  to  confound  human  options  and 
fcholaftic  traditions,  with  the  facred  and 
inviolable  ordinances  of  the  gofpel.  If  it 
be  contrary  to  morality  to  a£t  againft  one's 
confeience,  it  is  equally  fo,  to  frame  a 
confeience  upon  falfe  and  arbitrary  prin- 
ciples. The  obligation  to  make  a  con- 
feience, is  prior  to  the  obligation  to  follow 
confeienceur  Public  evils  of  the  greateft 
magnitude,  have  been  occafioned  by  men, 
Y  3  who 
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who  imagined  that  they  were  obeying 
God,  and  fecuring  their  eternal  falvatioq* 
\Applaufe!\ 

u  And  you,  adorers  of  Chriftianity  and 
of  your  country,  men  of  France,  faithful 
and  generous,  but  high-fpirited  and  grate- 
ful people,  would  you  judge  of  the  great 
changes  which  have  juft  regenerated  this 
vaft  empire  ?  Contemplate  the  contraft  be- 
tween your  former  ftate,  and  the  fituation 
which  you  are  to  enjoy  henceforward. 
What  was  France  but  a  few  months  fince? 
Sages  invoked  the  name  of  liberty,  and 
liberty  was  deaf  to  their  prayers.  En- 
lightened Chriftians  afked,  whither  had 
fled  the  auguft  religion  of  their  fathers, 
and  the  true  religion  of  the  gofpel  was  no 
where  to  be  found,  [Murmurs  from  the 
right >  applaufe  from  the  lefiJ]  We  were 
a    nation    without    country,   a    people   * 

without 
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without  government,  and  a  church  with- 
out charafter  and  difcipline," 

M.  Camas  exclaims :  "  One  cannot  lif- 
ten  to  this;  I  move  that  the  aflembly 
adjourn,  that  this  bufinefc  be  referred  to 
the  ecclefiaftical  committee,  ami  that  no- 
thing further  be  .done  here  this  day." 

The  members  from  the  right  crowd 
diforderiy  through  the  hall ;  fome  move 
towards  the  table,  others  towards  the  tri- 
bune: fome  members  too  from  the  left 
quit  their  feats.  For  feveral  minutes  the 
aflembly  experiences  a  violent  agitation.— 
Pifferent  perfons  attempt,  to  fpeak— A 
general  murmur  drowns  their  voices. 

M.  Rignault  de  Saint-Jean-d 'Angely 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  matter  ihould 
be  referred  to  the  ecclefiaftical  committee, 
in  order  to  undergo  a  new  revifipn. 

Y  4  MIRA- 
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M  It  is  not  merely  the  revifion  which 
fliould  be  ordered,  but  the  utter  disfigu- 
ration  of  the  addrefs,  againft  which  this 
dutcry  hath  been   raifed.      One  fad:   I 
ought  to  mention,  which  is,  that  fince  the 
fecond  and  laft  reading,  which  it  under- 
went in  the   ecclefiaftical  committee,  I 
have  not  altered  a  lingle  word  of  my  ad-! 
drefs,   no,    not  an   iota.     For  my  owa 
perfonal  juftification,  I  demand  that  the    - 
addrefs  be  ftated,  as  it  a&ually  is  at  this 
moment      It   ought   to  be  thoroughly 
known  ;  there  fhould  not  be  room  even 
to  fufped:  an  alteration;  it  contains  not 
one  line,  not  a  fingle  expreffion,   for 

whicl* 
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which  I  will  not  anfwer,  on  my  honour, 

end  with  my  head  *." 

Mirabeau  depofits  his  addrefs  upon  the 

table,  and  caufes  the  fecretaries  tc  fign  it. 
The   referring  it  to  a  committee  was 

decreed  by  a  great  majority. 

Mirabeau   in  continuation :    u  There 

was  nothing  regular  and  ftable  amongft  us, 
but  the  flagrancy  of  every  vice,   but  the 
fcandal  of  all  injuftice,  but  the  public  con- 
tempt of  Heaven  and  of  men,  but  the 
utter  extin&ion  of  the  laft  principles  of 
religion  and  of  morality.     What  a  coun- 
try !  where  every  thing  was  at  the  abfo- 
lute  difpofal  of  certain  men  without  re- 
ftraint,  without  honour,  without  know- 

*  Here  I  have  been  obliged  to  reverfe  the  origi- 
nal, in  two  particulars. — "  Pas  une  expreflion,  pas 
*tme  ligne,  dont  je  ne  repond  fur  ma  tete,  et  fur  mon 
"  honneur." — He  fhould  have  kept  his  head  for  the 

laftftake.    W. 

ledge, 
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Jedge,  and  in  comparifon  to  .whom,  God 
and  the  human  race  were  accounted  no* 
thing!  And  what  a  revolution  that,  which, 
on  a  fudden,  caufes  fuch  diforder  to  be 
fucceeded  by  a  fpedtacle,  where  every- 
thing is  placed  and  ordered  according  to 
the  ancient  wifli  of  nature,  and  where  no 
longer  reigns  any  diflbnance,  but  that  oc* 
cafioned  by  the  powerlefs  rage,  of  certain 
hearts  incapable  of  rifmg  to  the  loftinefs 
of  patriotic  fentiments,  arid  formed  to 
continue  grovelling  in  the  meaijnefs  of 
their  felfifli  paffions ! 

"  Men  of  France,  you  are  the  vi&oi* 
•  of  your  liberty,  you  have  re-produced  it 
in  the  bofom  of  this  vaft  empire,  by  the 
grand  exertions  of  your  courage ;  it  be- 
hoves you  now  to  preferve  it,  by  your 
moderation  and  your  wifdom.  Breathe 
around  you  the  fpirit  of  patience  and  of 

reafon  j 
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reafon ;  pour  the  balm  of  fraternal  confo- 
lation  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  of  your 
fellow-citizens,  from  whom  the  revolution 
hath  exa&ed  mournfuFfacrifices  ;  and  ne- 
vfer   forget  that,  if  the  regeneration  of 
empires  can  be  no  otherwife  accomplifhed 
than   by  the  explofion  of  the   people's 
force,  neither  can  it  be  otherwife  preferved, 
than  by  the  recollection  of  the  virtues  of 
peace.    Think  that  the  repofe  and  filence, 
of   a    nation   victorious   over  fo   many 
efforts  and  confpiracies,  dire&ed  againft 
her  liberty  and  happinefs  *,  are  alfo  the 
moft  formidable  fpecies  of  refiftance,  to 
that  tyranny  which  would  endeavour  to 
overthrow  her  ramparts;   and   that  no- 
thing more  effectually  difconcerts  the  de- 
iigns  of  the  malignant,  than  the  tranquil- 
lity of  noble  hearts."  •■ 

*  Tranff  ofed — fon  bonhcur,  ct  fa  liberte. 

Janu- 
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January  28,   1791. 

Speech  on  tb*  Meafures   relative  to  tbf 
external  Defence  of  the  State. 

An  almoft  univerfal  alarm  had  been 
fpread,  concerning  the  external  fecurity 
of  the  ftate,  on  account  of  the  evident 
difpofitions  of  the  powers  of  Europe, 
with  regard  to  France. 

The  military  and  diplomatic  commit- 
tees, and  the  committee  of  refearch, 
united  in  confidering  of  means  of  defence. 

M.  Lametb  prefented  to  the  aflembly 
meafures  applicable  to  all  times,  and 
which  were  calculated  to  form  a  general 
fyftem  of  the  military  force  of  France ; 
the  fame  member  then  propofed  the  plan 

of  a  decree. 

•     MIRA- 
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MIRABEAU. 

<c  The  diplomatic  committee,  in  con- 
junction with  that  of  war  and  that  of 
refearches,  hath  commiffioned  me  to  call 
your  attention   to   an  object,  important 
from  its  being  connected  with  the  general 
tranquillity,   namely*   thofe   rumours   of 
war,  thofe   public  alarms,  which    fufpk 
cion  credits,  and  which  zeal  alfo  is  diflemi- 
nating ;  thofe  dangers,  whatever  they  be, * 
which  it  behoves  us  to  appreciate  by  their 
reality,  not  by  the  impotent  wifh  of  thofe 
who  are  enemies  to  this  country ;  thofe 
meafures,  in  fine,  which  are  compatible  at 
once  with  our  dignity  and  our  intereft  : 
meafures  which  policy  alone  makes  it  our 
duty  to  adopt,  and  which  may  reconcile 
what  is  due  to  credulity,  to  ignorance,  and 
to  prudence* 

"To 
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To  an  immenfe  people,  ftill  agitated 
by  the  movements  of  a  great  revolution  ; 
to  new  citizens,  whom  the  firft  dawn  of 
patriotifm  is  uniting  in  the  fame  notions, 
through  every  quarter  of  the  empire,  who, 
bound  by  the  fame  oaths,  fentinels  for  one 
another,    communicate  rapidly  all   their 
hopes  and  all  their  fears,  the  bare  exiftence 
of  alarms  is  perilous  ;  and  when  meafures 
of  mere  precaution,  are  adequate  to  qtiiet 
them,  the  inaction  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  a  brave  people  were  a  crime* 

a  If  the  queftion  were  only  to  infpirit 
the  men  of  France,  we  might  fay  to  them : 
Be  more  confident  in  yourfelves,  and  in 
the  interefts  of  your  neighbours*  Which 
country  is  the  caufe  of  your  apprehen- 
fions  ?  The  court  of  Turin  will  not  facri- 
fice  a  ufeful  alliance,  to  refentments,  do* 
meftic  or  foreign.     She  will  never  disjoin 

her 
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her  politics  from  her  pofition;  and  the 
projects  of  cabal  will  be  difcomfited  by  her 
wifdom. 

"  Switzerland,  that  land  of  freedom, 
Switzerland  .faithful  to  treaties,  and  almoft 
French,  will  furnifh  neither  arms  nor  fol- 
diers  to  that  defpotifm  which  fhe  hath 
crufhed ;  fhe  would  be  afhamed  to  pro- 
ted:  confpirators,  to  countenance  rebels. 

<c  Leopold  hath  been  a  legiflator,  and 
his  laws  likewife  had  their  detra&ors  and 
their  enemies.  If  he  be  poflefled  of  nu- 
merous armies,  he  hath  vaft  frontiers  to 
defend.  Were  war  his  paffion,  although 
his  reign  hath  commenced  with  peace,  it 
is  not  towards  the  fouth,  that  true  policy 
would  allow  him  to  march  his  legions. 
Would  he  teach  provinces  ftill  fluctuating 
between  an  eflay  upon  liberty,  in  which 
they  have  been  disappointed,  and  the  pru- 
dence 
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dence  of  a  fubmiffion,  which  will  laft  on!/ 
as  long  as  it  fhall  be  fupportable,  how 
men,  who,  at  home,  have  abafed  the  pride 
pf  tyranny,  can  refift  the  invafive  arm  of 
a  conqueror  ? 

4C  Are  you  afraid  of  a  few  princes  of 
Germany,  who  affed;  to  think  that  the 
government  of  a  fovereign  nation,  fliould 
be  arretted  in  the  execution  of  her  laws, 
out  of  refped  for  fqme  privileged  portions 
of  their  territories  ?  But  were  their  in**  • 
terefts  better  aflerted,  by  battles  than  by 
negotiations?    and  would  they  rifk  the 
indemnification  which  your  juftice  hath 
awarded   to   them  ?  That,  in   barbarous 
ages,    the    feudal  fyftem    armed  caftles 
againft  caftles,  may  be  readily  conceived  j 
but  that  nations  fhould  go  to  war,  for  the  } 
purpofe  of  continuing  a  few  villages  in  » 
flavery,  is  what  even  they  who  throw  t 

out 
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Mot  fiich  threats,  never  entertained  A 
tiuought  o£  Peiieve  rather,  that  if  the 
progrefs  of  our  revolution  gitss  difquiet 
to  our  neighbours,  that  dpprfehenfion  is  a 
pledge,  that  they  will  not  come  to  trouble 
Us  with  dangerous  provocations* 

u  Axe  ibme  French  refugees*  fome  fol- 
diers  privately  enlifted*  the  origin  of  yoitf 
fears  i  But  hath  not  the  hatred  of  fuch 
fcnemies  ibeen  evaporating,  to  this  day,  in 
Unavailing  gisnaces  ?  Wfrere  are  their  id-* 
lies  ?  What  nation  of  any  conference* 
tviil  undertake  the  talk  iof  revenging 
ttje©,  will  fiipply  them  with  arms  and 
w£th  fuh£die$,  wiU.  Wafte,  for  their  fekes* 
Jhe  produce  of  her  taxes,  and  the  blood  of 
herdtiz^os? 

"Will  it  be  England? 
*'  With  refpedfc  to  the  other  powers  of* 
£utoj>e,  it  ,is  fofficient  to  penetrate  the 
vol,  ii.  Z  probable 
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probable. views  of  cabinets;  but  when 
Great-Britain  is  in  queftion,  we  muft  liften 
alfo  to  the  voice  of  the  nation.  What 
have  we  to  hope  or  to  fear,  from  the  Eng- 
lilh  miniftry?  To  lay  now  the  grand 
foundations,  of  an  eternal  brotherhood 
between  their  nation  and  ours,  were  a 
profound  ftroke  of  politics,  as  virtuous 
as  it  is  rare  j  to  watch  the  courfe  of  events, 
to  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  a&  a 
ebnfpicuous  part,  and  perhaps  to  difturb 
Europe,  in  order  to  avoid  remaining  idle, 
were  the  trade  of  an  intriguer,  who  wor- 
ries fame  for  a  day's  triumph*,  fince 
he  hath  not  credit  to  live  by  a  beneficent 
adminiftration.  What  ?  will  the  Englifh 
minifter,  placed  between  thefetwo  careers, 
enter  on   that   which   will  produce  ad- 

*  Fatigue  la  renoimiic^  unjour. 

6  vantage 
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Vantage  without  fplendour,  or   on  that 
which  will  be  attended  either  with  fpleh- 
dour  or  with  calamity  ?  I  cannot  tell,  gea- 
tlemen  j  but  this  I  know,  that  it  were  not 
prudent  in  a  nation  to  depend  upon  politic 
cal  virtues  and  exceptions.    I  fhall  hot,  in 
this  refpedt^feduce  you  into  too  great  a  fe- 
curity ;  but  I  fhall  not  hold  my  tongue,  at 
a  juncture  when  fome  amongft  us  are  de- 
faming the  Iinglifh  nation,  in  consequence 
of  that  pamphlet  of  a  member  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  whom  every  admirer  of  great 
taients  hath  been   affli&ed  at  perceiving, 
amongft  the  fuperftitious  calumniators  of 
human  reafon  ;  I  fhall  not  bury  in  filence 
ivhat  I  have  derived  from  the  moft  au- 
thentic fources,  ilamdy,  that  the  Eriglifh 
nation  rejoiced,  when  we  proclaimed  the 
great  charter    of  humanity,    difcovered  * 
amongft  the  ruiils  of  the  BaftiUc;  I  fhall 
Z  a  not 
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fibt  coftcea!,  fhatj  if  fome  of  our  decrees 
have  (hocked  the  epHcopal  of  political  pre- 
judices of  the  Englifh,  thofe  very  Englifh 
have  taken  a  pleafufe  in  applauding  our 
liberty,  becaufe  they  are  well  aware,  that 
all  free  nations,  form  a  league  of  mutual 
fecurity  againft  tyrants;  neither  fhall  I 
Omit  to  mention,  that,  from  the  midft  of 
that  natioii  fo  refpe&able  at  home,  a  terri- 
ble voice  would  iffue,  againft  minified 
who  ftiould  dare  to  undertake  a  fayage 
crufade,  for  the  deftru&ion  of  our  new 
conftitution  j  yes,  from  the  bofom  of  that 
claffic  land  of  liberty,  there  would  iffue  a  v 
volcano,  ready  to  fwallow  up  the  guilty  y 
fa&ion,  which  flxould  have  attempted  to- 
.try  on  us  the  infernal  art  of  enflaving  na- 
tions, and  of  loading  them  again  with  the- 
chains  which  they  have  broken.      The 

miniftry 


miniftry  would  oot  dripife  this  public  fe**- 
tiraent,  which  creates  lefs  noife  in  Eng*. 
land,  but  which  is  as  ftroag,  and  more 
fteady,  than  atmongft  us*f  Jt  is  pot,  thejj, 
an  open  war  that  I  $m  inclined  to  fear : 
theembarraffed  flate  of  their  finarass,  the 
ability  of  their  minifters,  the  geoerofity  of 
the  nation,  the  enlightened  men  whom  (he 
pofleffes  in  fuch  multitudes,  aflure  me 
that  no  direct  attempts  will  be  made 
againft  us;  but  dark  manoeuvres,  fecret 
pra&ices  to  excite  difunion,  to  balance  par- 
ties, to  play  them  off  one  agairjft  the 
ether,  tp  oppofe  the  rapid  progrefe  of  our 
profperity,  are  what  we  have  to  fear  from 
pertain  malignant  politician?.  They  might 

*  Hath  he  not  well  contrafted  the  folid  taciturnity 
of  the  Englifh  chara&er,  with  the  refllefs  fenfibility 
of  the  French  ?    W. 

2  3  hopfc 
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hope,  by  favouring  difcord,  by  prolonging 
our  political  warfare,  by  giving  hopes  to 
the  difcontented,  by  irrationally  permitting 
one  of  our  ex~minifters,  to  flatter  thofe 
malcontents  with  vague  encouragement, 
by  letting  loofe  .upon  us  an  outrageous 
writer,  eafily  to  be  difowned,  becaufe  he 
belongs  to  the  qppofition,  they  might 
hope,  I  fay,  to  fee  us  fall  by  degrees,  into 
the  ftate  of  being  equally  difgufted  with 
defpptifm  and  liberty,  to  fee  us  defpair  of 
ourfelves,  to  fee  us  pine  away  (lowly,  to 
fee  us  extiqguifhed  by  a  political  con,- 
fumption  ;  and  then,  feeling  no  more  \ 
anxiety  as  to  an  influence  on  o\ir  liberty, 
they  would  not  have  to  dread  tjiat  extre- 
mity fo  truly  infupportable  to  minifters,  of 
fitting  tranquil  in  the  midft  of  Europe  *, 

*  I  confefs,  I  do  not  altogether  agree  here  with 
VL^Mirabeau.    Minifters  are  not  always  to  fit  idle 

fpe&ators 
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of  cultivating  at  home  the  peculiar  means 
of  their  own  happinefs,  and  of  renouncing 
that  proud  buftfe,  thofe  mighty  flrokes  of 
Hate,  which  impofe  upon  the  world,  be- 
caufe  few  are  able  to  judge  of  them,  in  or- 
der to  apply  themfelves  plainly  to  the  care 
of  governing,  of  administering,  of  render- 
ing the  people  happy  j  cares  which  delight 
them  not,  becaufe  the  nation  at  large  can 
decide  upon  their  value,  and  r6om  is  no 
longer  left  for  impofition  *.  Such  might 
t>c  the  iufidious  policy  of  the  cabinet, 
without  the  participation,  and  even  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land j  but  fuch  polipy  is  fo  bafe,  that  it 

fpe&ators  of  what  is  doing  in  Europe  \~-the  balance 
of  power  is  not  fuch  a  chimera,  as  fome  men  feem  to 
imagine,     W. 

*  Or  YiXhexJlate  quackery  \ — la  charlatanerie.— 
ffravo  / 

%  4  is 


1 
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k  impoffibk  to  impute  it  to  any  except  a*| 
dnemy  to  huma&ky,  fo  narrow,  that  it  wt 
adapted  to  men  of  only  the  moft  vulgar 
minde,  and  fo  welt  kftown,  that,  in  our 
days,  it  is  little  to  be  dreaded. 

u  Men  of  France,  extend,  then,  your 
views  beyond  your  frontiers ;  you  will 
there  fee  pftly  neighbours,  whp,  like  you* 
have  need  of  peace,  and  hot  of  enemies  j 
you  will  there  find  men,  who,  in  cafe  of 
unjuft  war,  can  no  longer  be  led  to  battle, 
with  the  fame  facility  3s  formerly :  citU 
Zens,  who,  lefe  free  than  ourfelves,  confix 
der,  in  ftcret,  the  fuqcefs  of  out  revolution, 
as  an  objedt  of  hope  in  which  they  them- 
felves  are  interefted.  Next,  traverfe  with 
your  eyes  the  extent  of  this  great  empire, 
and,  if  you  be  pofTefled  with  the  fufpicion 
of  zeal,  pay  likewife  fome  refpedt  to  that 
force  which  is  peculiar  to  you.     You  are 

told,, 
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toW,  that  y<ni  have  no  army,  while  all 
your  citizens  are  fo  many  foldiers;  that 
you  haw  no  longer  any  tre&fufe*  when,  at 
the  ftighteft  hint  of  datig&r,  the  fortunes 
of  individuals  *rbuld  become  the  forttme 
of  the  ftate;  that  a  war  tiaight  grvfc  d  fhocfc 
to  your  new  eonftittmon,  as  if  the  tents  of 
a  camp  would  not  as  f®OQ  become  an  afy* 
him,  For  the  legislators  of  tf  people,  who 
ena&ed  its  firft  laws  in  the  Ghamp-de-* 
Mars.  Eh  !  what  fenfekfs  tyrant  woul4 
expofe  hitafel£  to  conquer  what  he  could 
feot  preferve?  When  the  majority 'of -a 
aation  iis  refohted  to  continue  free,  is  there*  » 
jtiiy  force  that  can  hinder  her  from  being  I 
fo? 

"  Where,  then,  is  the  fource  of  that 
anxiety,  which,  propagating  itfelf  through 
the  realm,  hath  there  called  forth  not  only 
the  energy  and  pride  of  patriotHm,  but 

likewife 
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likewife  its  impatience  ?  Hath  not  zeal 
been  exaggerating  our  danger  ?  for  there 
is  an  ambition  to  ferve  one's  country, 
which  may  deceive  the  intentions  of  the 
beft  citizen,  which  may  induce  him  to 
create  opportunities  of  being  more' power- 
ful, in  order  to  be  at  the  fame  time  more 
ufeful j  which  ijiay  lead  him  to  magnify 
his  fears,  becjiufe  he  thinks  himfelf  3 
proper  perfon  to  allay  them  ;  in .  fine, 
which  may  urge  him  to  impart  the  firft 
impulfe,  towards  an  objeft  to  which  his 
talents  decoy  him*,  and  which,  from  that 
fole  circiimftance,  occafions  Jiim  to  forget 
Jus  difcretioa^ 

"  Perhaps 

*  Entraine  par  fon  talent. 

f  Eminently  prudent  ftatefman,  yourfelf,  who. 
laboured  -to  fortify  your  country,  not  only  againft  the 
encroachments  of  royalty,  and  the  infidioufnefs  of 

fadion, 


M.  Ds  Mirabeau.        347 

"  Perhaps,  too,  weary  of  their  inability 
to  difturb  the  kingdom,  the  enemies  of 
the  revolution  have  miftaken  their  wifhes 
for  their  hopes,  their  hopes  for  realities, 
their  menaces  for  an  attack ;  and,  confol- 
ing  themfelves  with  reveries  of  vengeance, 
have  breathed  inquietude  amongft  a  peo- 
ple, more  capable  of  judging  of  their  au- 
dacity than  of  their  means. 

*  Perhaps  alfo,  fome  men  offa&ion, 
who  are  looking  for  fqme  chance  of  exe- 
cuting, under  the  ijoble  name  of  liberty, 
certain  fchemes  concealed  from  us,  have 
hoped  to  find  them  in  the  midft  of  a  great 
popular  agitation  ;  and  this  conteft  of  in- 
trigue and  ambition,  againft  the  generous 

faaion,  but  even  againft  the  well-meant,  but  miC- 
chievous  endeavours  of  patriots,  whofe  judgments 
$re  led  aftray  by  vanity.  W. 

credulity 
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credulity  of  patriotUb,  is  undoubtedly  a 
{pedes  of  w^r, 

*  In  fin*,  ought  we  not  to  eonftjcr,  as 
6fte  of  tlje  caufes  of  the  public  alarm,  that 
extravagant  diftruft,  which  fa  long  hath 
'  ifefqukfced  etyery  bofon*,  which  retards  the 
i&offtent  of  peace*. embitters  our  dtftreffesj 
and  becomes  a  fouf  ce  of  anarchy,  ia  ceas- 
ing to  be  of  ufe  to  liberty  ?  We  are  ia 
Aread  of  foes  without,  and  forget  the  foe 
«#feo  i*  ravaging  the  very  bowels  of  th$ 
Jdngdom.  Almoft  every  where,  the  public 
fua&ionarks,  elected  by  the  people,  axe  at 
ifeeif  refpeftive  pofts  j  its  rights,  then,  are 
exerdfed  j  it  remarks  for  it  to  fulfil  its 
dirtied     White  overfeeiog  its    commiA 
fioners,  let  it  honour  them  with  its  confi- 
dence, and  let  the  turbulent  forte  of  the 
many,  yield  to  the  calmer  power  of  law. 

Then, 
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then*  tHl  the  figaal  of  danger  be  given  by 
the  pubfic  ftffi&ioriary,  the  titizen  flbaS 
fay :  My  inter  efts  are  taken  cart  of;  f6t 
that  is  not  tfue  liberty  >  which  lives  in  idJe 
terrors ;  flie  *elpe&6  fierfelf  tob  much,  to 
iodk  <3G  any  thing  as  fonfcudribk  *  4 

"  However,  gentlemen*  if  tike  fears  of 
the  public  be  extravagant,  tkey  are  tiot 
therefore  devoid  of  foundation.  It  r# 
tnt  tod  true^  that  there  have  been  p*p* 
parations,  for  an  irruption  of  armed 
cpnfpiratots  by  *he  frontiers  of  Sa* 
toy  j  that  fome  men  have  been  efltifted 
in  Switzerland,  for  the  French  mal-oon- 
tents  j  that  attempts  have  been  *nade  for 

*  Ckere  complains,  that  even  Ac  periods  of  «Qr* 
tnojihetm  did  not  fatisfy  his  ear.  May  J  venture  to 
obferve,  that  Mirabeau,  fo  happy  in  the  eonftru£Uon 
of  his  fcntences,  fills  the  ear  better  than  Demojthtnesy 
without  follmg  into  die  sedundancy  of  Cicero  f  W. 
2  clan- 
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clandeftinely  introducing  arms  into  th^ 
kingdom ;  that  meafures  have  been  taken, 
and  ftill  are  taking,  to  draw  certain  princes 
of  Germany  into  a  quarrel  which  does 
not  concern  them,  and  to  deceive  them 
with  regard  to  their  true  interefts ;  in  fine, 
that  the  refugees  of  France  have  agents, 
in  feverai  of  the  northern  courts,  for  the 
purpofe  of  decrying  our  conftitution,  the 
advantages  of  which  fufficiently  avenge  k 
of  their  outrages. 

<c  All  thefe  circumftances  united,  when 
compared  with  the  force  of  a  great .  peo- 
ple, were,  perhaps,  undeferving  of  our 
attention.  But  we  ought  alfo  to  take  into 
the  account,  the  uncertainty  even  of  pru- 
dence, the  winding  ways  of  falfe  policy, 
and  the  obfeurity  which  ever  partially  en> 
velopes  what  is  to  come.  In  fine,  does 
not  wifdom  direct  us,  to  soufe  the  cou- 
rage 
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rage  of  even  thofe,  who  have  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  alarmed  without  reafon  ? 

"  It  is  after  having  weighed  every  one 
of  thefe  confiderations,  that  your  com- 
mittees move  you,  gentlemen,  to  adopt 
the  following  propofals : 

"  To  organize,  for  the  ftate  of  waf, 
the  national  guards,  and  the  auxiliaries  ; 
your  military  committee  will  point  out  to 
you  the  means :    . 

"  To  determine  what  penfions  fhall  be 
allowed  to  the  feveral  agents  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  employed  in  foreign  cojirtt, 
in  cafe  of  the  appointment  of  fucceifors. 

a  In  fine,  to  pla.ce  upon  a  war  footing* 
that  divifion  of  your  army,  which  ihall 
be  cantoned  in  thofe  parts  of  the  king^ 
dom,  with  refpeft  to  which  any  fears 
have  been  entertained. 

"  Every  one  hath,  for  this  long  time, 

acknow- 
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acknowledged*  and  the  minifter  for  f6* 
ireigri  affairs  hath,  more  than  once,  re- 
|>refented  to  the    diplomatic  committee* 
the  neceffity  of  employing  henceforward* 
in  our  tranfa&ions   with  foreign   ftates* 
men  who  will  not  bring  into  queftion  the? 
jfower  ef  the  French  nation  j  by  doubting 
of  our  fuecefe ;   men  who   are  not^  in 
fome  meafure,  ftraagers  to  the  new  lan- 
guage of  which  they  ought  to  be  the  arc  . 
gans,  and  who,  whether  it  be  that  they 
ate  ignorant  of  the  regeneration  of  thei** 
country,  or  that  ancient  prejudices  com-? 
bat  with  their  duty,  or  that  the  inveterate 
fcabit  of  being  the  hirelings  of  ,defpotlfm  ** 
does  not  fuffer  them  to  reach  the  lofii-* 
4pfs  of  a  fyftem  of  liberty!  would  be  mt 
more  *han  agents   of   the  minifter,  &s 

*  6c  fervir  k  defpofifme. 

confident* 
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confidents  of  the  ariftocf acy, .  and  not  the 
reprefentatives  of  a  magnanimous  people* 

"  But  here  it  becomes  neceflary,  it 
is  at  all  times  neceflaiy,  to  reconcile  in- 
tereft  with  juftice,  and  prudence  with  hu- 
manity. A  long  exercife  of  public  func- 
tions, in  a  career  where  the  fortune  of  an 
individual  is  often  rifked,  entitles  him  to 
an  honourable  provifion ;  and  your  dig- 
nity will  not  fuffer  you  to  refiife  that  re- 
compenfe,  even  though  you  fhould  not 
owe  it  to  his  fervices. 

"  With  refpeft  to  the  detaching  a  part 
of  your  military  force,  it  is  a  debt  that 
you  muft  pay  to  opinion,  which  demands 
it..  It  is  in  order  to  prevent,  at  every 
the  flighteft  danger,  the  neceflity  of  fum- 
moning  the  entire  nation  into  arms, 
from  that  labour  which  alone  forms  a  na- 
tion, that  you  muft  detach  a  portion  of 
vol.  ii.  A  a  the 
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the  public  force,  and  embolden  the  citizen 
by  th$  forecaft  of  the  law.  Be  under 
no  apprehenfion,  that  our  neighbours  con- 
fider  the  re-affembling  of  the  troops,  ei- 
ther as  a  menace,  or  as  an  event  capable 
of  infpiring  them  with  fufpicion.  Our 
policy  is  frank  and  free,  and  we  glory  in 
it ;  but  as  long  as  the  conduct  of  other 
kingdoms  fhall  be  enveloped  in  clouds, 
who  can  blame  us  for  taking  precautions 
adapted  to  maintain  tranquillity  ?  No,  an 
unjuft  war  can  never  become  the  crime 
of  a  people*  that  was  the  firft  to  engrave 
upon  the  table  of  its  laws,'  ita  utter  re- 
nunciation of  copqueft.  Invafion  is  not  to 
be  apprehended  from  thofe,  who  defire  ra- 
ther to  efface  the  limits  of  every  empire*  in 
order  to  form  ull  mankind  into  one  fra- 
ternal family,  who  would  fain  build  an 
altar  to  peace,  upon  a  mount  composed 
7  of 
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of  all  thofe  ihftruments  of  deftrtl&ion, 
•with  which  Europe  is  covered  arid  de- 
filed, and  preferve,  fof  the  fole  purpofe 
of  overawing  tyrants,  thofe  Weapons 
which  have  been  hallowed  by  the  noMe 
prifce  of  liberty  V 

After  this  follows  the  decree  relative  to" 
the  penfrons  already  mentioned,  and  to 
the  feveral  complements  of  troops  neceC- 
fary  for  the  protection  of  the  kingdom. 


"1      T,       IHb 


PRESIDENTSHIP  OF  MIRABEAU. 

FfMtUAKY  lT   I79X. 

Mir  a  beau  prefident  \ — We  will  not 
fay  that  it  was  an  honour  due  to-him;  but 
we  will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  National 
Aflembly  conferred  an  honour  on  itfelf, 

#  Bravo  ! 

A  a  2  in 
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in  calling  him  to  that  office.  Should  any, 
who  are  ftrangers  to  the  tallies,  which, 
for  fo  long  a  time,  kept  Mirabeau  from 
the  chair,  be  furprifed  at  the  boldnefs  of 
our  opinion,  we  would  anfwer  them  thus ; 
Either  you  look  upon  the  prefidentfhip  as 
the  premium  of  fervices  rendered  to  the 
revolution,  or  you  think  that  every  mem- 
ber fhould  be  fummoned  to  it  indifferently. 
In  the  firft  cafe,  we  have  no  occafion  to 
prove,  that  the  name  of  Mirabeau  ought 
to  have  been  found  at  the  head  of  the 
lift  of  members,  who  have  been  elevated 
to  the  chair ;  in  the  fecond  cafe,  we  alfo 
fhould  experience  fome  aftonifiiment,  that 
Mirabeau  had  been  only  the  forty-fourth 
prefident 
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February  io,  1791. 

A  deputation  from  the  Quakers  is  in- 
troduced at  the  bar, 

This  fed  of  perfecuted  Chriftians,  which  A 

ftill  adheres  to  the  ancient  fimplicity  of 
the  gofpel,  a  fedt,  the  religious  principles 
of  which  infpire  an  abhorrence  of  flied- 
ding  blood,  a  fe&?  in  fine,  with  which 
a  yes  or  a  no  is  equivalent  to  an  oath,  was 
worthy  of  a  maternal  reception  from  $ie 
National  Aflembly. 

'      MIRABEAU 

f?0   THE    DEPUTATION. 

*  The  Quakers,  who  have  fled  from 

perfecutors  and  tyrants,  could  not  but  ad- 

drefs  themfelves  with  confidence  to  legifla- 

tors,  who  have  been  the  firft  to  digeft  the 

A  a  3  rights 
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rights  of  man  into  laws ;  and  to  France 
regenerated,  France  in  the  bofcm  of  peace, 
an  inviolable   refpeft  for  which  fhe  will 
continually  recommend,  and  which  (he 
wiflics  to  all  other  nations,  in  order  to 
become  likewife  a  happy  Penfylvania.  As 
a  fyftem  of  philanthropy,  your  principles 
are  entitled  to  bur  admiration ;   they  re- 
mind us,  that  the  cradle  of  each  fociety, 
was  a  family  united  by  its  manners,  by 
its  afFedions,  and  by  its  wants.     Indubi- 
tably, the  moft  fublime  inftitutions  would 
be  thofe,  which,  effeding  a  fecond  crea- 
tion of  humankind,  fhould  approximate 
to  that  prime  and  virtuous  origin. 

"  An  enquiry  into  ytmr  principles, 
confidered  as  opinions,  concerns  not  this 
aflembly.  We  have  made  our  declaration. 
The  effufions  of  the  foul,  the  tranfports 
of  the  mind,   are  a  property  which  none 

will 


M.  De  Mirabbau.         359 

will  cdnfeftt  to  enjoy  in  common ;  that 
facred  domain  exaks  man  into  a  hierarchy, 
more  elevated  than  civil  foclety*  As  a 
citizen,  he  adopts  a  form  of  government  j 
as  a  thinking  being,  he  hath  no  country 
but  the  univerfe.  Confidered  as  a  religi- 
ous principle*  your  do&rifce  fhall  not  be- 
come thfe  objeft  of  our  debates ;  the 
connection  of  each  individual  with  him 
?vho  dwells  on  high,  is  indeptendant  of 
all  political  ihftitutions  5  between  God  and 
the  heart  of  man,  what  government  fhall 
dare  to  interpofe  ?  Confidered  as  civil 
maxims,  your  claims  muft  be  fubmitted  to 
the  difcuffion  of  the  legiflative  body.  It 
will  examine,  whether  the  form  which 
you  obferve,  in  certifying  births  and  mar- 
riages, give  fufficient  authenticity  to  that 
filiation  of  the  human  fpecies*  which,  in- 
depefidefttly  of  good  morals,  the  diftinc- 
A  a  4  tions 
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tions  of  property  render  indifpenfabta 
It  will  inquire,  whether  an  affirmation, 
the  falfity  of  which  would  be  fubjed  to 
the  punifhment  appointed  for  falfe  wit- 
nefles  and  perjurers,  were  not  really  a 
falfe  oath. 

u  Eftimable  citizens,  you  deceive  youiv 
felves  j  you  have  already  taken  that  civic 
oath,  which  every  man  who  deferves 
freedom,  hath  confidered  rather  as  an 
ad  of  rejoicing,  than  as  a  duty.  You 
have  not  taken  God  to  witnefs,  but  you 
have  attefted  your  confcience,  and  is  not 
an  unfpotted  confcience  likewife  a  cloud- 
lefs  Heaven  ?  Is  not  that  part  of  man  an 
emanation  of  the  Divinity  ?  You  fay, 
moreover,  that  an  article  of  your  reli- 
gion, prohibits  you  to  carry  arms,  and 
to  kill,  under  any  pretence  whatever* 
Undoubtedly,  it  muft  be  a  beauteous  prin- 
2  ciple 


M.  De  Mirabeau.        361 

ciple  of  philofophy,  which  enjoins,  in 
fome  fort,  fuch  a  tenet  to  human  nature. 
But  reflect,  whether  the  defence  of  one  V 
felf,  and  of  one's  fellow-creatures,  be  not 
likewife  a  religious  duty.  Would  you, 
then,  have  bowed  the  neck  to  tyranny  ? 
Since  we  have  acquired  liberty  for  you 
and  for  ourfelves,  on  what  grounds  fliould 
you  refufe  to  preferve  it?  Had  your 
brethren  of  Penfylvania  been  lefs  re- 
mote from  the  favages,  would  they 
have  fuflbred  their  wives,  their  children, 
and  their  old  men  to  be  maflacred,  rather 
than  make  any  exertion  to  repel  the 
fierce  invader;  and  are  not  ftupid  tyrants, 
and  ferocious  conquerors,  equally  favage 
as  the  roving  Indian  of  America  ? 

"  The  affembly  will,  in  its  wifdom, 
difcufs  all  your  demands j  and  whenever 
I   meet  a  Quaker,  I  will  fay  to  him: 

Friends 
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Friend,  if  thou  haft  a  right  to  he  free* 
thou  haft  a  right  to  hinder  any  from 
making  thee  a  Have.  Since  thou  loveft 
thy  fellow-creature,  do  not  leave  him  to 
be  butchered  by  the  hand  of  defpotifm ; 
it  were  as  if  thou  thyfelf  wert  his  de- 
ftroyer.  Thou  defireft  peace ;  but  it  is 
weaknefs  which  calleth  for  war;  univerfal 
rcfiftance  were  univerfal  peace. — The  ak 
fembly  invketh  ye  to  be  prefent  at  its  de- 
liberations," 

Many  and  reiterated  testimonies  of 
applaufe  had  frequently  interrupted  this 
reiponfe;  at  its  conclufion  they  recom- 
menced with  double  vigour. 
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March  22,  23,  24,  and  25,  1791* 

Thefe  four  days  were  devoted*  fpr  the 
mod  part^  to  the  debates  upon  the  plan  of 
a  law  refpe&ing  the  regency. 

This  plan  gave  rife  to  feveral  quef? 
tions.  We  fhall  confine  ourfelves  to  re- 
porting thofe,  which  contained  the  greateft 
number  'of  difficulties,  and  upon  which 
JVflirabeau  declared  his  opinion. 

Firft  queftion.  Shall  the  regency  be 
hereditary  or  cle&ive  ? 

Second  queftion.  In  cafe  the  minor 
Jring  Should  have  no  kindred,  poflefTed  of 
all  the  requifite  qualifications,  fhall  the 
ele&ion  be  made  by  an  ele&oral  body,  or 
fhall  the  regent  be  appointed  by  the  le- 

giflature  *  ? 

Third 

*  I  apprehend  that  they  have  here  ufed  the  word 
legijlature  improperly ;  for,  until  a  regent  be  elected, 

there 
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Third  queftion.  At  what  age  fliall  th« 
minor  king  be  impowered  to  take  his  feat 
in  the  council  ? 

Meflieurs  Mirabeau,  Cazales,  and  the 
Atybe  Maury,  were  for  adjourning. 

MIRABEAU. 

ff  If  I  am  inclined  to  an  adjournment, 
it  is  not  that  I  think  with  M.  Cazales, 
that  the  queftion  of  the  regency  involves 
a  number  of  others,  which  will  call  for 
ample  difcuffion.  It  is  true,  that,  not 
having  been  able  to  meditate  upon 
this  plan,  as  I  was  extremely  indilpofed, 
[Murmurs]  I  have  not  yet  made  up  my 

there  can  be  no  complete  legiflature. — Mirabeau, 
in  a  former  fpeech,  was  very  angry  with  M.  Bar-* 
nave  for  terming  the  legiflative  body,  the  legiflapve 
power  %  the  king  being  intitled  to  a  veto.    W. 

mind 


M.  De  Mirabeau.        $6$ 

mind  upon  it.  [Murmurs  again]  Since 
you  feem  fo  defirous  of  it,  I  muft  tell 
you,  that  you  yourfelves  alfo  have  not 
fufficiently  confidered  it  My  opinion 
was,  that  a  plan  of  a  law,  containing  fe- 
veral  pages,  and  which  you  have  not  been 
able  to  compare  with  the  foundations, 
might  appear  to  an  aflembly  fo  wife  as 
this  is,  to  be  worthy  of  not  being  decided 
on  at  this  moment.  I  have  no  obje&ion  to 
your  proceeding  to  a  divifion,  if  I  am  mis- 
taken in  this  point,  namely,  that  you  cannot 
comprehend  in  an  inftant,  a  plan  amounting 
to  eight  pages  ;  [More  murmurs  J]  I  have 
no  obje<3ion  to  my  being  prevented  from 
making  an  obfervation,  with  refped -.to 
the  firft  article.  I  differ  from  M.  Cazales. 
He  is  wrong  in  fuppofmg,  that  we  may 
declare  it  impoflible  for  the  regent,  in  any 
fenfe,  to  be  charged  with  the  guardian- 
ship 
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fliip  of  the  royal  minor ;  the  regent  be^ 
ing  the  inftrument  of  the  kingly  office, 
and  therefore  bound  to  a  universal  fuper* 
intendancy.  The  plan  of  the  committee 
h  more  conformable  to  the  principles. 
The  complexion  which  M.  Cazakfe  feems 
defirouft  of  giving  to  it,  appears  to  me 
lefs  rational,  and  alfo  ill  expreffed.  With 
regard  to  the  various  articles  contained  in 
the  plan,  there  are  fome  considerable 
chafms  which  ought  to  be  fitted  up.  But 
my  firft  conceptions  are  never  of  much  va- 
lue, in  my  own  eyes  \  judge  wha*  they  are 
likely  to  prove  in  the  opinion  of  others.** 

The  affembly  decreed,  that  the  difcu£ 
fion  flioutd  take  place  on  that  very  day : 
accordingly,  the  battle  began. 

M.  Barnave  thought  with  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  regency  being  fubfidiary  to 
the  kingly  office,  nay,  an  intermediate 

royalty. 
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royalty,  it  ought  to  be  eftablifhed  upon 
the  very  fame  principles,  and,  therefore, 
that  the  regency  fhoufcd  have  the  fame 
unity  as  the  royalty. 

The  opinion  of  the  Abbe  Maury,  tend- 
ing to  render  the  regency  ele&ive,  muft 
have  furprifed  the  left  fide  of  the  hall* 

MIR  ABE  AIL 

"  It  appears  to  me,  that,  from  the  clafh- 
ing  of  opinions,  there  is  one  queftion 
which  ought  to  be  determined,  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  all  further  debate.  M.  Bar- 
nave  wifhes  the  regency  to  be  hereditary, 
like  the  royalty.  The  Abbe  Maury  is  for 
having  it  elective.  I  confefs,  that  I  have 
been  .aftonifhed,  at  feeing  the  fame  argu- 
ments applied,  without  any  examination,.to 
the  heirfhip  of  the  regency,  which  deter- 
mined 
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mined  yon  to  decree  that  the  monarchy 
fhould  be  hereditary.  Why  hath  the 
monarchy  been  declared  hereditary,  not- 
withftanding  the  incommenfurable  difad- 
vantages  of  fuch  a  form  ?  It  was  becaufe 
the  difadvantages  attending  an  eledive 
monarchy,  were,  perhaps,  ftill  greater  ?, 
and  more  formidable  to  public  tranquillity 
and  focial  order.  But  if  thefe  difadvan- 
tages are  not  to  be  found,  in  the  circum- 
scribed, the  very  circumfcribed  eledionf 
of  a  regent,  why  endeavour  to  avoid 
them,  by  introducing  thofe  of  heirfhip  ? 
Why  accept  a  regent  from  the  hands  of 

*  It  is  the  opinion  of  Lord  Bolingbroke>  that  many 
-fucceffive  reigns  of  virtuous  princes,  could  not  com- 
penfate  for  the  mifchiefs  occafioned  by  one  elec- 
tion.   W. 

f  L'ele&ion  tres-circonferite. — May  not  the  repe- 
tition of  the  adjeftive  produce  a  beauty  ? 

chance? 
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chance?  This  grand  queftion,  whether 
the  regency  lhall  be  hereditary  or  ele&ive, 
ought,  therefore,  to  be  previoufly  decided. 
It  is  my  wifh  that  the  difcuffion  be  re- 
duced to  this  point.  [Applaufe.']  I 
would  next  aft:  leave  to  fpeak,  for  the 
purpofe  of  enquiring,  whether  the  regency 
fliokld  be  ele&ive,  and  whether  there  be 
good  reaibns  for  accepting  a  regent  from 
the  hand  of  chance* 

M.  Barnave  combated  with  fuccefs,the 
opinion  which  MirabeaU  had  rather  inti- 
mated than  pronounced.  It  was  his  wifh, 
that,  in  the  cafe>  which,  jnuft  very  rarely 
iiAppen,  of  an  election,  for  want  of  a  re- 
gent by  right  of  birth,  the  election  fliould 
be  in  the  legiflature,  and  not  in  an  electo- 
ral body,  as  was  propofed  by  the  commit- 
tee. M.  Barnave  was  ftruck  with  the 
dangerous  expedient,  of  aflembling  and 

vol.  11.  B  b  placing 
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placing  eight  hundred  eledors,  be(ide  the 
legiflative  body; 

MIRABEAU 

u  Since  no  oppofition  is  made  to  thfe 
ftating  the  preliminary  queftions,  I  mean 
iiot  to  anticipate  the  decifion,  for  I  have 
not  yet  formed  my  opinion  ;  and  it  ft  not 
after  having  complained,  of  the  hafte 
fhewn  by  the  aflembly  to  difcufs  a  matter 
of  this  nature  ;  it  is  not  after  having  in- 
voked the  illumination  of  debate,  that  it 
would  prove  agreeable  to  me  to  enter  into 
one.     [Murmurs  from  fever al  quarter *sJ\  \ 

I  fhall  anfwer,  like  a  man  who  is  as  little  ! 

likely  to  be  ftunned  by  applaufe  as  by 
murmurs,  that  I  have  a  refpe£t  for  forcible 
obj  eft  ions,  and  that  I  even  fet  fome  value  ' 

upon  fpecious  ones,  fince  they  compel 
one  to  look  again  into  one's  felf,  and  to 

meditate;  \ 
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ftieditate  ;  but  I  fhall  make  a  few  obfer- 
vations,  Upon  what  hath  been  hazarded 
by  the  member  Who  fpoke  laft,  and  who 
feemed  defirous  of  prejudging  the  quef- 
tion.  And  firft,  as  to  the  fad:  alleged 
by  that  gentleman,  I  anfwer,  that  it  does 
not  exift,  and  that  the  aflembly  having  as 
yet  come  to  no  fefolution,  with  refpe£t  to 
the  inviolability  of  the  regent,  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  identity  of  the  functions,  the 
rights,  and  the  duties,  afligned  to  the  re- 
gency and  to  the  royalty,  it  cannot  be 
faid,  that  the  identity  of  the  regency  and 
the  royalty,  obliges  us  to  tender  the  for- 
mer hereditary,  like  thte  latten  As  to 
what  regards  the  crifis*  of  which  fo  terri- 
fying a  picture  hath  been  drawn,  in  the 
cafe  of  an  ele&ion,  I  anfwer,  that  it  is  what 
all  regencies,  all  minorities  are  expcfed 
to.  The  vacancy  of  the  throne,  the  mi- 
B  b  2  nority 
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nority  of  a  prince,  is  at  all  times  a  grand 
tiifis  in  political  affairs ;  but  then,  it  i* 
unavoidable,  and  is  but  little  to  be  feared, 
in  a  well-corfftituted  government 

u  I  come  now  to  the  third  obje&ion  j 
attd  I  declare,  that  k  feems  to  me  to  de- 
ferve  to  be  fifted  in  every  particular, 
becaufe  it  is  rational,  and,  in  fome  points 
6f  view,  even  weighty.  Unqueftionably^ 
an  ele&ive  regent  would  win  more  favour 
than  one  hereditary*  becaufe  the  choke  re- 
sulting from  reflection  and  from  confi- 
dence, confers,  and  ought  to  confer  more 
credit  than  that  of  chance.  This  obje&ion, 
then,  ftioukl  be  examined  j  but  it  derives 
Ho  weight,  from  the  examples  juft  quoted 
by  the  member  who  fpoke  before  me*  In 
the  moral  and  political  fllocks  which  we 
have  experienced,  for  thefe  two  years  pall,- 
two,  three,  or  ten  men,  had  they  formed 
i  th« 
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the  projects  which  have  been  matter  of 
fuppofition,  would,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  have 
only  arrived  a  little  fooner,  and  with  a  lit- 
tle more  certainty,  at  the  gallows. — Since 
mention  hath  been  made  of  Cromwell,  I 
fhall  relate  a  witticifnr  of  that  ufurper, 
who  fo  weU  underftood  both  men  and 
things,  fince  he  had  formed  fo  ftrong  an 
intereft,  and  had  given  to  that  intereft  fo 
powerful  a  direction.  He  was  puffing 
along,  attended  by  Lambert  *  his  trufty 
companion;  acclamations  and  bravo  re- 
founded  from  every  fid€,  Lambert  was 
delighted  to  enthufiafm  at  this  recep-  • 
tion.  Cromwell,  that  great  fearcher  of 
the  human  heart,  faid,  in  order  to  humble 
his  friends  vanity  :  They  would  huzza  us 
piucb  more7  if  we  were  counting  tbefcaffbld. 

*  Mirabeau  calls  him  Lamb  el.    W. 

Bb3  "Gen- 
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"  Gentlemen,  do  not  imagine,  that 
when  a  conftitution  is  made,  a  great,  and, 
efpecially,  a  durable  intereft,  can  be  de- 
rived from  a  momentary  crifis  j  and  be 
allured,  that  in  an  affair  of  this  nature, 
as  in  every  other,  one  reaps  nothing  differ- 
ent from  what  one  hath  fown.  While  I 
was  fpeaking,  and  expreffing  my  firft 
ideas  upon  the  regency,  I  heard  feveral 
fay,  with  that  agreeable  decifivenefs  *,  to 
which  my  ears  have  been  long  accuf- 
tomed  :  This  is  abfurd^  this  is  extravagant \ 
this  is  not  Jit  to  be  mentioned.  For  my 
part,  I  declare  that  I  know,  in  this  affem- 
bly,  fome  very  worthy  citizens,  fome  very 
enlightened  minds,'  who  entertain  great 
doubts  upon  the  queftion,  and  who  are 
preparing  to  fupport  the  plan  of  an  elec- 

*  Indubitabilite. — Our  language  docs  npt  enable 
me  to  imitate  this  word.     \y. 

tive 
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tive  regency.  I  thence  infer,  that  the 
queftion  ought  to  be  ftated,  fo  as  to  be 
capable  of  undergoing  the  neceffary  dif- 
cuffion,  and  that,  when  any  thing  is  pro- 
pofed,  of  what  nature  foever  it  be,  before 
we  cry  out :  This  is  abfurd>  this  is>extravar 
gant,  this  is  not  Jit  to  be  mentioned^  it 
b^hoyes  us  to  refledt  well  upon  it,  a  mode 
of  conduct  which,  be  the  ftate  of  the 
queftion  what  it  may,  never  proves  of  any 

diflervice." 

The  difcuflion  of  the  queftion,  whether 

the  regency  fhould  be  ele&ive  or  hereditar 
ry,  now  ^flumes  £  more  determinate  cha-r 
rafter.  We  lament  our  not  having  it  in 
our  power  to  analyfe  the  fpeeches*  of  ora- 
tors, who  have  developed  principles  on 
%he  oppofite  fide. 

]M.  Pethion  was  againft  the  project  of 
B  b  4  th? 
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the  committee,  as  to  what  concerned  the 
hereditary  regency. 

MIRABEAU. 


u 


I  faid,  yefterday,  in  this  aflembly^ 
that  my  opinion  upon  the  prefent  queftion 
was  not  yet  formed;  neverthelefs,  the 
evening  papers  have  eagerly  fet  forth, 
that  I  had  preached  an  elective  regency ; 
but  who  cares  for  the  evening  papers  ?  let 
us  proceed  to  the  queftion. 

"  Shall  the  regency  be  hereditary  or 
ele&ive,  or  rather  (for  a  regent  does  not 
fucceed  any  thing,  and  accordingly  the 
expreffion,  hereditary  regency^  is  impro- 
per) fhall  the  regency  be  fixed  invariably, 
or  fhall  we  only  determine  the  mode  in 
which   the   regency  fhould  be  farmed  ? 

Such 
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Such  is  the  true  queftion,  in  which  I  have 
perceived,  as  well  as  on  feveral  other 
occafions,  that  many  miftake  their  own 
horizon  for  the  boundaries  of  the  world 
I  am  going  to  examine,  whether  there  be 
not  fome  new  afpe&s,  in  which  it  may  be 
confidered,  if  it  be  true,  that,  in  every 
hypothefis,  it  concerns  the  fafety  of  the 
monarchy,  and  can  alter  the  regular  form 
of  the  government  j  whether  a  friend  to 
the  conftitution  ought  not  to  perceive,  that 
this  queftion  poffefles  a  factitious  impor- 
tance only,  arifing  from  our  decrepit 
ideas  *  of  the  old  government ;  in  fine, 
if  it  be  a  matter  of  indifference,  whether 
a  regent  be  good  or  bad,  and  this  would 
very  much  Amplify  the  queftion.  ]M//r- 
mursJ]    And  firft,  there  is  a  grand  afped, 

*  Vieille*  idees. 

under 
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under  which  the  queftion  hath  been  new 
ther  viewed  nor  prefented.  Not  a  few 
philofophers,  meditating  upon  the  royalty, 
have  confidered  hereditary  monarchy,  as 
the  facrifice  of  one  family  to  the  liberty  of 
all  the  reft ;  every  perfon  in  the  ftate 
ihould  be  free,  that  fingle  family  excepted. 
The  gulph  of  anarchy  is  dug  by  fa&ion 
and  ambition  ;  Decius  leaps  into  it  *;  the 
chafm  clofes  up :  and  this  is  the  type  of 
royalty  according  to  the  theory  juft  men- 
tioned. 

*'  The  fyftem.  of  the  indivifibility  of 
the  privilege,  to  which  all  are  fummoned, 

,  *  It  was  C*/r/*Wj:ather. — Mirabeau  quotes  from 
memory,  both  in  profane  .and  facred  ftory :  the  fafts, 
a«id  the  fpirit  of  them,  were  forcibly  imprefleil  upon 
Uis  mind,  although  now  and  then  he  confounds  per- 
fonages.     W# 

?ncV 
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and  which  feparates  the  whole  family 
from  the  nation,  fhould  feem  to  counte- 
nance the  opinion,  that  the  nomination 
of  the  regent  fhould  be  vefted  in  the  fe- 
mily.  The  right  of  the  neareft  relation 
takes  place,  at  the  death  only  of  the  mo- 
narch ;  the  queftion,  then,  is,  to  fill  up  the 
vacancy ;  whereas,  in  the  cafe  of  a  re- 
gency, the  queftion  is  not,  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  exifting  king,  although  an 
infant,  but  to  fill  up  the  kingly  office ; 
and  this  is  a  different  cafe  from  the  other. 
The  royalty  belongs  to  the  family,  the 
family  is  to  exercife  it.  Grand  words 
produce  no  alteration  in  the  nature  of 
things,  and  the  regency,  after  all,  is  no- 
thing more  than  a  guardianfhip. 

"  Secon$  fyftem.  Every  king  might 
himfelf  be  obliged  to  name  a  regent,  in 
his  life-time,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  have 

a  mftle 
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a  male  child,  or  even  as  fobn  as  the  queen 
{hould  be  .pregnant.  We  might,  partly, 
prevent,  by  that  meafure,  the  mifchiefs 
refulting  from  chance  and  from  an  elee* 
tion*  and  public  opinion  would  incline  the 
monarchtomakechoice  of  the  moft  worthy. 
Our  hiftory  provides  us  with  feveral  ex*. 
amples  of  regents  appointed  by  our  kings, 
It  was  only  by  teftament  that  kings  di£ 
pofed  of  the  regency  j  and  therein  lay 
the  fault ;  they  fliould  have  made  the 
difpofition  in  their  life-time. 

u  Third  fyftem.  Amongft  the  known 
modes  of  election,  a  multitude  of  incon* 
veniencies  might  be  prevented*  by  allow- 
ing .it  to  be  lawful  for  the  regent  ele&ed, 
to  be  periodically  confirmed  in  his  office, 
tir  cafhiered ;  for  the  making  a  good 
choice  is  the  objedt  of  the  eledtion. 

u  Is  there,  then,   no  mode  of  election 

Exempt 
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Exempt  from  inconveniencies  ?  is  the  fub- 
je£  exhaufted  i  is  it  perfe&ly  clear,  that 
the  true  ele&ion  by  the  people,-  is  ex* 
pofed  to  the  lame  inconveniencies  as  that 
tnade  by  a  handful  of  ariftocrates?  And  is 
it  drawing  a  juft  comparifon,  to  liken,  for 
inftance,  the  elections  of  Poland,  that 
republic  where  one  hundred  thoufand 
gentlemeri,  all  ele&ors  and  eligible,  keep 
five  or  fix  millions  of  men  in  flavery,  is 
it  juft  to  liken  fuch  ele&ions,  to  thofe 
which  may  be  ordered  and  determined  in 
an  empire  covered  with  five-and-twenty 
millions  of  freemen,  armed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  making  their  will  refpe&ed,  by 
fadions  internal  and  external?  I  might 
quote  a  hundred  other  modes,  and  like- 
wife  canvafs  the  queftion  of  a  council  of 
regency,  appointed  as  a  parallel  jurifdic- 
tion  to  that  of  regent     But  all  this  is  not 

the 
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the  queftion  ;  let  us  confider  it  in  itfelf* 
as  it  ftands  connected  with  the  nation, 
with  the  king,  with  the  conftitution.  To 
chance  are  we  indebted  for  kings,  and 
many  common-plaqp  topics,  more  or  lefs 
bombaftic,  might  here  be  introduced.  Let 
us  confine  ourfelves  to  making  two  ob- 
fervations,  a  little  more  fubftantial.  Chance 
will  often  prove  fo  blind,  as  to  occafion 
us  to  lament  our  inability  to  correct  it 
by  ele£tion.  I  need  fuppofe  only  two 
mifchiefs,  in  order  to  make  myfelf  under- 
ftood ;  (hould  we  defire  to  have  for  re- 
gent, the  weak,  or  guilty,  or  mifguided 
man,  whom  the  law  might  fummon  to 
that  ftation  ? 

u  This  is  not  all ;  let  us  lay  our  ac- 
count, for  the  poffibility  of  a  regency  be- 
coming a  reign  of  nineteen  years,  that 
is,  a  reign  of  no  inconfiderable  duration ; 

that, 
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that,  when  a  king  fhall  be  a  toothlefs  in- 
fant *,  the  neareft  relation  fhall  be,  per- 
haps, an  old  man,  "  fans  teeth,  fans  tafte, 
fans  eyes,  fans  every  thing  f ,"  and  that 
it  will  be  a  circumftance  truly  ridiculous* 
not  to  wifh  to  choofe  a  mAn,  in  prefe- 
rence to  two  children.  Providence  pre- 
fents  us  with  Weak,  ignorant,  or  even 
wicked  kings ;  but,  fhouid  we  have  a 
wicked  regent,  we  fhall  have  to  blame 
ourfelves.  So  far,  as  to  the  nation.  And 
now,  gentlemen,  for  the  king,  who  is  the 
man  of  the  nation,  and  to  whom,  ac- 
cordingly, fhe  owes  a  double  protection. 
Would  you  confult  the  paft  ?  our  future 
hiftory  will  certainly  be.  lefs  tempeftuous, 
than  that  of  our  late  monarchy,  where 

*  Viendra  a  peine  de  naitre. 
f  Dans  une  enfance  non  moins  ina&ive  que  celle 
du  roi* 

all 
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all  the  powers  were  confounded.  Never* 
thelefs,  many  funilar  circumftances  may 
yet  be  reproduced  Now,  how  many 
cafes  are  there,  in  which  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous, that  the  neareft  kinfman  to  the 
crown  fhould  be  regent  ?  When  one  does 
not  examine  this  queftion  very  clofe* 
ly,  one  is  at  firft  ftruck  with  this  idea  j 
fince  the  neareft  kinfman  might  be  king, 
why  fhould  he  not  be  regent?  But  there 
is  a  fenfible  difference  between  thefe  two 
cafes ;  a  king  hath  no  other  connection 
than  with  the  people,  and  it  is  by  fuch 
conne&ion  only  that  he  ought  to  be 
judged.  A  regent,  on  the  conttary,  al- 
though he  be  not  charged  with  the  ward** 
(hip  of  the  minor  king,  is  conne&cd 
with  him  in  a  multitude  of  points,  and 
may,  moreover,  be  his  enemy ;  he  may 
have  been  the  enemy  of  the  father.     It 

hath 
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Kith  been  faid,  that  a  regent,  borne  up 
by  popular  favour,  to  which  he  may- 
have  owed  his  ele&fon,  might  dethrone 
the  king.  Take  care  that  this  obje&ion 
hold  not  with  ftill  greater  force,  againft 
the  aeareft  relation.  The  former  could 
fucceed  no  otherwife,  than  by  changing 
the  form  of  government :  he  might  have 
in  oppofition  to  him  the  fober  part  of  the 
nation,  and  all  the  other  members  of  the 
royal  family.  The  latter,  on  the  con* 
trary,  in  order  to  mount  the  throne  even 
by  virtue  of  the  law,  would  have  but 
one  obfeure  crime  to  anfwer  for,  and 
would  have  nothing  then  to  fear  from 
competitors.  Of  what  fignification  is  it, 
that  the  wardfhip  of  the  king  is  not  en- 
traded  to  him  ?  hath  he  more  than  one 
ftride  to  make  ? 

"  But  here  are  other  obje&ions,  drawn 
from  the  very*  nature  of  our  constitution. 

vol.  11.  C  c  Does 
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Docs  tiot  the  true  thewy  of  government 
conduct  us  to  an  elective  regency?  When  a , 
king  is  k  minor,  the  royalty  does  tiot  ceafe  t 
it  becomes  inadive j  it  ft  ops,  like  a  watch 
the  fpring  of  which  is  broken  *•  The 
maker  of  the  watch  muft  reftore  its  mov- 
ing power.  The  more  one  fearches  into 
the  fyftem  of  election,  the  more  it  is  found 
conformable  to  genuine  principles.  A  re- 
gent is  but  a  fundionary  of  the  public.  Is 
it  the  fpirit  of  our  new  conftitution,  that 
every  public  fundion  fhould  be  elec- 
tive, except  the  royalty  ?  It  is  ftill  more 
the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  that  equa- 
lity fhould  be  refpeded  wherefoeyer  fhe 
can  exift.  Now,  an  eledive  regency  > 
would    preferve    a   kind   of  equality  fy 

*  Oh*  a  Perdu  fon  rriouVement. 

f  In  the  original,  it  is  the  reverfe— cc  inegalite"— 
Does  not  the  fenfe  bear  me  out  in  the  alteration  I 
have  ventured  to  make  ?   W. 

2  amongft 
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amongft  the  members  of  the  royal  family, 
•  Again ;  a  regent  is,  in  reality,  nothing 
elfe  than  a  prime  minifter  unremovable 
for  a  certain  time  j  for,  during  the  re- 
gency, all  is  done  in  the  king's  name: 
npw,  when  a  minor  king  is  incapable  of 
chooiing  his  own  minifter,  to  whom  does 
the  choice  belong,  if  not  to  the  legifla- 
tive  body?  The  order  of  ideas,  then, 
conducts  us  to  this  conclufion,  and,  con- 
fequently,  to  the  fyftem  of  election.  You 
have  already  feen  what  inconveniencies 
attend  the  adverfe  fyftem.  Advert  now 
to  the  national  advantages,  accompanying 
the  theory  of  ele&ions.  Montefquieu  hath- 
well  remarked,  that,  during  a  certaiir 
period  of  our  hiftory,  our  kings  were 
elective;  but,  in  the  royal  family,  the 
kingly  office  had  not  ceafed  to  be  here* 
ditary.  Such  an  ele&ion  was  rather  a 
right  of  exclufion,  than  of  ele&ion.  Now!) 
Cc  4  is 
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is  it  advantageous  to  the  nation,  that,  in 
certain  cafes,  the  legiflative  body  may  in-  # 
dire&ly  exclude,  and  that  it  may  elc&  ? 
More  talents  are  requifitc  in  a  regent, 
than  in  a  king.  The  former  naturally 
infpires  us  with  lefs  refpeft,  and  perhaps 
it  is  owing  to  that  very  circumftance,  that 
almoft  every  regency  hath  been  tempeftu- 
ous*.     Now,   by    ele&ion,    we  fhould 

*  The  minifter  of  a  regent  is  in  a  much  mote  try- 
ing fituation,  than  th$  minifter  of  a  king.  The 
fervant  of  a  fervant  is  generally  hated,  when  en- 
trufted  with  the  exercife  oPauthority. — It  is  fome- 
what  Angular,  that,  in  the  three  laft  regencies  of 
France,  the  chief  minifters  were  none  of  them  na- 
tives of  the  kingdom.  Mary  of  Medicis  confided 
in  Conciniy  Anne  of  Auftria  in  Mazarine,  the  god- 
lefs  Duke  of  Orleans  in  Mr.  Law,  the  Scotchman. 
It  hath  been  remarked,  however,  that  female  fove- 
reigns  are  moft  apt  to  make  choice  of  able  minifters : 
«•  I  have  chofen  my  lord  treafurer,"  faid  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, "  not  for  his  bad  legs,  but  for  his  good 
"hfad."    W. 

3  have 
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have  the  means  of  provifionally  entruft- 
ing  the  exercife  of  the  royalty,  to  fiich 
members  of  the  fame  family  as  fhould 
feem  mod  worthy  of  the  truft :  we  fhould 
thus  be  enabled  to  give  an  important  let 
fon  to  the  royal  minor,  by  difplaying  be- 
fore him,  under  the  title  of  regent,  the 
pattern  of  a  good  king ;  but  this  becomes 
alfo  a  ruinous  advantage  for  the  nation. 
If  fome  reigns  of  virtuous  princes,  thinly 
fcattered  through  the  fpace  of  ages,  have 
prefcfrved  this,  earth  from  being  undone 
by  the  rage  of  defpotifm,  what  might  not 
be  expe&ed,  for  the  amelioration  of  hu- 
mankind, from  a  few  virtuous  adminiftra- 
tions  following  clofe*  upon  one  another. 

"  Were  it  not  likewife  very  ufefiil,  to 
demonftrate  to  that  family,  placed  in  fome 
degree  on'  the  Qutfide  of  fociety,  that  it* 

*  Rapprochce*. 

C  c  3  privilege 
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privilege  is  not  fo  firm,  but  that  the  dif- 
pofal  of  it  may  foihetimes  depend  on  the 
will  of  the  nation  ?  That  family  might 
even  be  the  better,  for  adopting  fuch  an 
opinion;  for,  as  each  reign  could  offer 
to  each  of  them  a  tranfitory  kingfhijj, 
they  would  all  endeavour  to  prepare  them- 
felves  for  it,  to  render  themfelves  worthy 
of  it  j  they  would  all  take  pains  to  ac- 
quire the  good  opinion  of  the  pubFic,  and 
to  learn  the  duties  of  a  king.  It  appears* 
to  me,  moreover,  that  an  election  for  a 
regency  would  remind  us,  at  certain  pe- 
riods, of  the  true  origin  of  the  royalty. 
And  it  is  good,  that  neither  the  king,  nor 
the  people  fliould  forget  it. 

"  The  elective  fyftem,  therefore,  is 
very  fuitable  to  us,  gentlemen,  and  even 
very  plaufibl6,  very  favout&ble,  nbtwith- 

ftanding 
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(landing  the  levity  with  which,  at  firft 
view,  it  hath  been  treated. / 

u  This  queftion,  considered  in  the  elec* 
tlve  point  of  view,  hath  one  great  difad- 
vantage,  in  being  difcufled  for  us  and 
amongft  us.  Sleeping  fecurely  *  on  he*- 
reditary  royalty,  and  almoft  incorporated 
with  it,  by  cuftom  of  the  longeft  djtte,  we 
have  acknowledged  it  as  pre-exiftent  to 
the  conftitutioi*,  we  have  not  even  turned 
our  thoughts  to  election,  becaufe  we  have 
no  occafion  for  it.  But,  aflurecDy*  al* 
though  it  be  not  neceffary  for  us  to  folve 
this  problem,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
problem  cannot  be  folved. 

"  What  ?  fhould  we  introduce  into  an 
inftitution,  which  would  not  involve  the 
avowed    inconveniencies    attending    on 

.*  Affpupifc 

C  c  4  ele&ions, 
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elections,  the  inconteftable  inconvenien- 
ces of  heirfliip  ? 

"  But,  gentlemen,  it  is  time  to  prefent 
to  your  obfervation,  the  common  fource 
of  all  the  errors  upon  this  fubjeft,  and 
efpecially  the  extravagant  importance 
afcribed  to  the  different  opinions,  which 
have  been  fubmitted  to  your  view.  We 
fee'  always,  in  a  king,  and  in  a  regent, 
what  thofe  errors  were.  The  former,  al~ 
moft  the  fole  agent  of  all  the  good  and  all 
the  evil,  which  may  befa!  a  great  nation, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  long  reign ;  the  latter 
an  abfolute  monarch  for  feveral  years* 
But  all  this  is  now  no  more ;  in  a  country 
which  can  boaft  of  a  conftitution,  in  a 
country  where  public  liberty  is  built  upon 
good  Jaws,  and  upon  the  refpeft  paid  to 
thofe  laws,  a  king  is  no  more  than  the 
fupreme  executor  of  fuch  laws,  continually 

reftrained 


-M.  De  Mirabbau,         493 

jneftrained  as  well  as  prote&ed  by  them, 
continually  watched  as  well  as  fupported, 
by  the  multitude  of  good  citizens  who 
compofe  the  public  force.  There  alfo  a 
xegent,  who  is  only  a  regent  for  a  certain 
number  of  years,  is,  at  bottom,  no  more 
than  a  prime  nunifter,  after  the  moft  au* 
guft  and  moft  elevated  fafhion*  Un- 
doubtedly, there  ftill  exifts  fubjeft  matter 
for  intrigue ;  there  exifts,  and  there  ever 
will  exift,  a  great  deal  of  it,  for  places, 
and  for  -employments  in  the  various  ok 
fices  ;  but  there  is  no  food  left  forfa&ion* 
When  this  wprd  is  mentioned,  upon  fuch 
an  occafion,  we  think  of  the  Orleanfes,  of 
the  Condes  under  Charles  VII.  of  the 
Montmorencies  and*  the  Guifes  under 
Francis  II.  and  we  forget  to  think  that, 
in  a  country  where  the  king  is  no  longer 

abfolute, 
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abfolute,  there  can  no  longer  be  an  abfo* 
lute  regent* 

H  Then  falls  to  the  ground  every  object 
tion  againft  a  regent,  the  child1  of  popular 
favour,  who,  foon  after  affuming  the  cha- 
racter of  an  ufurper,  the  fuccefsfol  rival  of 
all  lawful  authority,  attempts  in  one  mo- 
ment to  fubvert  the  conftitution,  trample 
on  ail  the  laws,  and  this  amidft  the  ap- 
£laufe  and  the  huzzas  of  that  very  nation, 
whofe  favour  and  efteem  exalted  him  to  a 
poft,  which,  like  every  other,  hath  its  li- 
mits, its  dverfeers,  its  enviers,  and  its  ene- 
mies.    All  this  is  extravagant,  all  this  is 
irreconcileable  to  reafon.     On  die  other 
hand,  it  appears  to  me,  that,  the  choice  of 
a  regent  being  in  hfelf  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference,  we  had  better  fdllow  the  bent 
of  our  inclinations,    of  our    habitudes, 

and 
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and  fix  the  regent  beforehand,  and  in  a 
fbnft  that  fhall  not  vary;  and,  to  fum  up 
lh  a  few  words  the  advantages  which 
have  been  Ihewn  to  you  j  i.  To  decree, 
that  the  delegation  of  the  fegency  to  the 
neareft  relation,  is  confonant  to  received 
ideas ;  1.  That  it  were,  perhaps,  danger- 
ous, to  exhibit  the  fpe&acle  of  an  eledive 
regency,    befide   an   hereditary   royalty? 

3.  That  the  relation  neateft  to  the  throne 
is  to  be  fuppofed  better  prepared,  for  per* 
forming  the  fun&ions  of  the  kingly  office  j 

4.  That  he  will  be  more  interefted  in  pre- 
venting its  degradation,  than  any  other 
member  of  the  family,  ihafmuch  as  he 
will  be  hearer  to  the  enjoyment  of  k.  I 
am,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  plan  of 
the  committee  may  be  adopted.  [Mur- 
murs.] 

Upon  this  firft  queftioiij  the  aflembly 

delegated 
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delegated  *  the  regency,  in  the  dire£fc  line, 
to  the  neareft  male  relation  of  full  age, 
according  to  the  order  of  the  heirfhip  to 
the  throne. 

The  fourth  article  of  the  plan,  relative 
to  the  conditions  neceflary  in  order  to 
become  regent,  made  no  mention  of  tak- 
ing an  oath ;  it  was  required  that  this  con- 
dition ihould  be  added, 

M.  Montlauficr  called  for  a  divifion,  as 
a  prince  might  have  reafons  for  not  having 
taken  the  oath :  he  might  have  been  be- 
yond fea— - 

MIRABEAU, 

u  I  am  afraid  that  the  member  who 
fpoke  laft  is  miftaken ;  he  hath  talked  of 
beyond  fea;  perhaps  he  meant  to  fay, 

*  Article  III.  of  the  decree. 

beyond 
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beyond   the   Rhine.'*     [This  produced 
a  laughs   and  the  applaufc  of  the  af- 
Jembfy,] 

The  fecond  queftion  was  then  agitated, 
namely,  whether  the  ele&ion  fhould  be 
made  by  means  of  an  ele&oral  body,  or 
whether  the  regent  fliould  be  appointed 
by  the  legiflature. 

MIRABEAU. 

*  I  do  not  afk  leave  to  difcufs  this  quef- 
tion, iince  it  is  not  my  turn  to  fpeak, 
and  (ince  I  have  a  confideration  to  offer, 
which  tends  to  put  off  the  difcuffion.  I 
think  the  mode  recommended  in  the  plan, 
unacceptable  in  every  refped.  I  know 
not  what  is  meant,  by  electors  affembled 
for  the  purpofe  of  appointing  other  elec- 
tors, upon  an  occafion  equally  unimagina- 
ble* 
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We.  Befides,  tfyere  are  enormous  incon- 
veniencies  to  be  apprehended,  from  tranf* 
forming,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  a 
legiflature  into  an  electoral  body.  *  This 
appears  to  me  derogatory  to  every  prin- 
ciple. 

a  In  this  alternative,  it  is  allowed  on 

all  hands,  that  there  is  no  urgent  neceflity 
for  coming  to  an  immediate  determination* 
We  have  time  enough  to  look  out  for  a 
mode,  which  may  accord  with  the  wifhes 
of  every  one.  But  when  the  committee 
itfelf  almoft  abandons  its  own  mode  of 
election,  when,  at  leaft,  it  feels  much  dif- 
fidence upon  that  head,  perhaps  it  might 
be  found,  that  the  wifeft  courfe  were  to, 
adjourn  this  particular  queftion,  and  to 
proceed  in  our  examination  of  the  reft  of 
the  plan," 

It  was  thought  that  the  mode  could  not 

be 
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be  taken  into  confideration,  until  they  had 
decreed  the  principle  upon  thev  queftion, 
whether  the  legiflative  body  fhould  fay 
yes  or  no. 

This  propofition  was  admitted,  and 
the  aflembly  deqided  *,  that,  in  the  cafe 
where  it  fhould  become  neceflary  to  eledt 
a  regent,  fuch  election  fhall  not  be  dele- 
gated to  the  legiflature. 

The  nineteenth  article  of  the  committee 
fixed  the  time  of  the  king's  taking  his  feat 
in  the  council,  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  without  a  deliberative  voice. 

M.  Defmeuniers  propofed  leaving  out 
the  words,  without  a  deliberative  voice \ 
and  fubftituting,  in  their  place,  the  words, 
for  bis  inJlruRion* 


*  Article  VI. 


MIRA- 
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M  I  R  A  B  E  A  U. 

u  Let  us  trouble  ourfelves  no  further 
about  the  time  which  (hall  be  fixed,  for 
the  royal  minor's  becoming  a  member  of 
the  council ;  let  us  not  fix  upon  the  age 
of  fourteen,  in  preference  to  fifteen ;  unlefs 
we  likewife  decree,  that  nothing  fhall  be 
agitated  there,  but  ftories  about  Tom 
Thumb  and  Jack  the  Giant-killer  *.  Let 
us  fay  merely,  that  the  royal  child  fhall 
be  admitted  into  the  council,  as  foon  as 
the  regent  fhall  think  proper."  [Mur- 
murs*] 

M.  Lapouk.     I  a(k  leave  to  fpeak,  in 

*  Fariboles.— It  hath  been  fufficiently  evident,  in 
a  former  oration,  how  much  Mirabeau  difliked  the 
idea  of  admitting  raw  ftriplinga,  as  members  of  af- 
femblies  for  folexnn  debate.    W. 

order 
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brdfer  to  combat  the  proportion  of  M.  Mi- 
rabeau. 

Mir  Abe  au.  "  Since  M.  Lapoule  is 
inclined  to  combat  my  propofition,  I  with- 
draw it."     [More  murmurs*] 

M.  Ltopbulti  The  humility  b£  M. 
Mijrabeau  is  always  attended  with  fuccefs. 
Since  Ke5  withdraws  his  propofition,  I 
move  that  the  article  be  worded  iii  this 
manner  t 

Article  XlX.  The  king  having  at- 
tained the  age  of  fourteen  years  complete, 
(hall  be  prefent  at  the  council  for  his  ih- 
ftru&iori  only,     [jipplaufe.'] 

This  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  twenty-firft  article  bf  the  plan 
propofed,  that  the  king  being  of  full  age, 
fhould  announce,  by  proclamation  made 
through  the  wTiole  kingdom,  that  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  and  that  he  had 

vol.  11.  D  d  entered 
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entered  upon:  the  exercife  of  the  royal 
fun&ions. 

Mi  R abe A  u  recommended,  that  the 
legiflative  body  being  aflembled,  the  king 
fhould  repair  thither,  in  order  to  take  the 
oath,  and  that  then  the  legiflative  body 
fhould  caufe  proclamation  to  be  made. 

The  aJTerahly  adopted  the  article  of  the 
committee,  with  this  addition,  "  that  the 
proclamation  fhaE  contain  the  king's  oath, 
with  a  promife  to  repeat  it  in  prefence  of 
the  legiflative  body,  as  foon  as  the  latter 
fhali  be  aflembled." 


April  2,  179 1. 

DEATH  OF  MIRABEAIL 

We  left  Mirabeau  in  the  tribune,  and 

already  he  hath  terminated  his  brilliant 

6  career; 
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career ;  in  the  midft  of  the  moft  aftonifh- 
ing  revolution  that  ever  tha  fun  beheld,  a, 
premattire  death  hath  fnatched  him  from 
his  country,  from  liberty,  from  the  happi- 
nefs  of  mankind.  One  of  the  chief  foun- 
ders of  the  conftitution  of  this  kingdom, 
he  was  become  her  chief  hope.  Eloquent 
fpeaker,  fublime  writer,  profound  politi- 
cian !  his  genius,  after  having  efFe&ed  the 
revolution,  had  forced  his  enemies  to  ad- 
miration or  to  filence.  Could  any  other 
man  than  Mirabeau,  have  reftored  France 
to  that  fituation,  which  flie  had  loft  under 
a  government  both  verfatile  and  abfurd  ? — 
A  deep  difquietude  agitated  the  citizens, 
regret  and  fadnefs  were  depi&ed  in  every 
face ;  his  death  was  confidered  as  a  public 
calamity. 

The   prefident,    M.  Tronchet,  defired 

leave  to   fpeak— A  mournful  -prefage  ex- 

D  d  2  torted 
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torted  from  his  colleagues  thefe  affiiding; 
words :  Ah  !  be  is  no  more. 

He  died  this  morning  at  half  after  eight* 
I  will  not  recal  to  your  memory,  faid  M. 
Tronchet,  the  applaufe  which  you  have 
fo  repeatedly  bellowed  upon  his  talents  j 
he  hath  a  much  nobler  title  to  our  grief, 
and  to  the  tears  which  we  fhall  fhed  upon 
his  fepulchre* 

[A  melancholy  fdence  reigns  throughout  the 
ajfembly.] 

M.  Barrere :  Mirabeau  is  dead ; — the 
great  fervices  which  he  hath  rendered  to 
his  country,  and  to  humankind,  are  well 
known;  the  forrows  of  the  public  are 
echoed  on  every  fide  ;  fhall  not  the  Na- , 
tional  Aflembly,  alfo,  teftify  its  forrow, 
with  a  folemnity  becoming  the  occafion  ? 
It  is  not  on  the  brink  of  that  grave  which 
5  » 
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is  preparing  for  him,  that  I  call  upon  you 
to  exhibit  the  vanity  of  human  pomp  *  ; 
it  belongs  to  public  opinion,  it  belongs  to 
pofterity,  to  aflign  him  that  place  of  ho- 
nour  which  he  hath  merited ;  it  is  for  his 
colleagues  to  confign  their  juft  regret,  to  the 
authentic  monument  of  their  labours.  I 
move  that  the  aflembly,  record  upon  the 
journals  of  this  difaftrous  day,  a  teftimony 
of  its  grief  for  the  lofs  of  that  great 
man ;  and  that  all  the  members  of  the  a£- 
fembly,  be  invited  in  their  country's  name, 
to  be  prefent  at  his  obfequies. 

This  fpeech  was  pronounced  in  a  faul- 
tering  voice.  Very  many  of  the  deputies 
mingled  their  tears  with  thofe,  which 
{breamed  from  the  eyes  of  the  fpeaker. 

An  ecclejtqfiic  from  the  right ',  moved, 

1 

*  Vaincs  diftin&ions* 

P  d  3  that 
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that  the  aflembly  fhould  order  the  work 
of  M.  Mirabeau  upon  the  fuccefEons,  to 
be  printed.  Yefterday,  faid  M.  de  Beau- 
metz,  he  defired,  in  the  midft  of  his  Of- 
ferings, that  the  bilhop  of  Autun  Ihould 
be  brought  to  him ;  and,  delivering  that 
work  to  the  bifhop,  he  requefted,  as  a 
final  mark  of  friendship,  that  he  would 
read  it  to  the  aflembly.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  bifhop  of  Autun  is  eager  to  per- 
form that  facred  duty  ;  and  I  do  not  ima- 
gine that  any  member  will  object,  to  his 
exercifing,  in  this  place*  the  office  of  execu- 
tor to  the  great  man  whom  we  all  deplore. 
The  prefident  gave  notice  that  a  motion 
had  been  made,  for  fending  a  deputation 
to  the  funeral  of  M.  Mirabeau.  We  will 
all gQ)  all%  wasjhe  animated  anfwer*. 

*  S'eft  on  eerie. 

The 
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The  aflembly  then  unanimoufly  de- 
creed, that  its  affli&ion  fliould  be  recorded 
on  the  journals,  that  the  bifhop  of  Autun 
[here  the  affembly  was  for  form  time  inat~ 
ientivc  and  agitated]  fhould  be  requefted 
to  read  the  work  of  M.  ^irabeau,  and 
that  the  faid  work  fliould  be  printed. 

The  plan  of  the  law  relative  to  the 
fucceflions,  was  the  order  of  the  day.  In 
the  midft  of  the  difcuffion,  the  bifhop  of 
Autun  afcended  the  tribune,  with  the  pro- 
duction of  Mirabeau  in  his  hand.  A  me- 
lancholy filence  reigned  throughout  the 
aflembly.  N 

"  I   went  yefterday,    faid   he,  to   the 

houfe  of  M.  Mirabeau,  in  which  I  found 
a  great  concourfe,  and  which  I  entered 
with  fenfations  of  forrow  ftill  more  keen 
than  thofe  of  the  public  *•     That  fcene  of 

*  With  what  peculiar  grace  the  French  exprefs 
themfelves,  on  all  occafions  where  the  emotions  of 
.  the  heart  are  concerned  \    W.  , 

D  d  4  defolation 


4p$  Speeches  of 

defolation  filled  fhe  foul  with  the  image 
of  death :  it  was  every  where,  except  ir* 
the  breaft  of  him,  who  was  now  threatened 
with  the  moft  imminent  danger.  He 
enquired  fpr  m£.  I  did  not  fupprefs  the 
emotions,  which  feveral  parts  pf  his  dif- 
courfe  raifed  within  me.  M.  Mirabeau, 
9&  that  ijiftant,  w^s  ftijl  a  public  man  j  and 
\t  is  alfo  in  that  poi^t  of  yiew,  that  we 
jnay  confider  his  laft  words  as  precious 
fragments,  fnatched  from  that  immenfe 
prey,  which  death  hath  juft  now  feized 
on.  Summoning  up  all  his  concern  for 
the  fequel  of  the  labours  of  this  aflembly, 
he  took  notice /that  the  law  relating  to 
fucceflions,  was  the  order  of  this- day;  he 
teftified  regret,  at  his  being  unable  to  be 
'  prefent  at  the  difcuffion  *  j  and  on  fuch 

*  "  And  thou,  braye  Cobhain>  with  thy  lateft  breath,  ^ 
"  Shall  feel  the  ruling  paffion  ev'n  in  (Jeath ; 
4(  Such  in  thofe  moments,  as  in  all  the  paft,  \ 

*!  O  fave  my  country,  Heav'n,  fhall  be  your  laft."      v 

Pope.  ^ 

regret 
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regret  feemed  to  depend  the  value  which 
Jae  fet  on  death  *.  But,  as  his  opinioijt 
ppon  the  fubjedt  now  before  you,  is  in 
writing,  he  entrufted  it  to  me,  that  J 
might  read  it  in  his  name.  I  am  going  to 
fulfil  that  duty.  Every  mark  of  the  ap- 
plaufe  which  this  opinion  is  about  to 
merit,  mult  excite  the  molt  lively  emo- 
tions in  the  heart.  The  author  of  this 
pf  odudtion  is  no  more ;  J  am  prefenting 
you  with  his  laft  work;  and  fuch  was 
the  union  between  his  feelings  and  his 

thoughts, 

*  This  appears  to  me  to  be  fomewhat  afleftedly, 
jmd  obfeurely  worded,  in  the  original.  "  Et 
e'etoit  avec  des  regrets  pareils,  qu'il  paroiflbit  eva- 
luer  la  mort " — —Does  the  Bifhop  mean  that  Mi- 
rabeau was  forry  to  die,  as  it  prevented  his  attending 
the  debate  on  the  fucceflions  ?  or,  that  he  was  glad 
to  die,  fince  he  could  not  attend  it?— The  fenfe 
ieems  naturally  to  be  this :  that  the  only  reafon  he 

had 
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thoughts,  both  equally  devoted  to  the 
caufe  of  the  public,  that,  while  liftening 
to  it,  you  are  almoft  receiving  his  laft 
breath," 


April  3,  1791. 

Deputations  and  Petitions  relative  to  the 
Death  of  Mirabeau. 

A  deputation  from  the  fe&ions  of  Paris 
was  introduced  at  the  bar.  In  confter- 
nation  at  the  lofs  which  the  nation  had  juft 
fuftained,  and  defirou6  of  paying  the  ho- 
mage of  efteem  and  gratitude  to  the 
manes  of  Mirabeau,  they  fignified  a  wifh 

had  for  wiftiing  to  live  longer,  was,  that  he  might 
have  it  in  his  power  to  ferve  his  country  in  the 
National  Afiembly.     W, 

that 
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that  he  {hould  be  interred  in  the  field  of 
the  Federation,  under  the  altar  of  their 
country. 

This  beautiful  idea  was  applauded 

New  ideas  on  the  fame  fubjedt  arc 
offered :  the  department  of  Paris  comes  to 
do  homage  to  the  deceafed. 

M.  la  Rochefoucault,  at  the  head  of 
a  deputation,  exprefTed  himfelf  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  The  adminiftration  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Paris,  hath,  for  thefe  fome  days, 
confidered  M.  Mirabeau  as  one  of  its 
members.  It  is  by  this  title  that,  clad  in 
the  garb  of  woe,  we  are  come  to  fpeak  of 
him  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation, 
and  to  render  the  tribute  of  our  earneft 
wifh,  that  the  sera  of  French  liberty  may  • 
become  the  sera  alfo  of  homage,  offered  up 
to   the    glory    of  men   who  fhall   have 

deferred 
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deferred  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 
We  will  read  to  you,  if  you  will  per- 
mit us,  the  extract  from  the  deliberation 
of  the  dire&pry/' 

M.  Paftoret,  procurator-general-fyndic, 
read  the  refolution  of  the  directory  of 
department.  This  piece  was  couched  in 
the  following  terms  j 

Extra&from  the  RegiJIers  of  the  Direftory 

4 

of Department. 

The  procurator-generalrfyndic  faid ; 
"  Gentlemen,  it  i$  fcajrce  a  week,  fince 
Mirabeau,  feated  amongft  us,  prefented, 
with  his  eqergetic  oratory  ^  the  means  of 
Regenerating  the  empire^  of  regenerating 
public  tranquillity  j  and  already  is  Mira- 
beau  no  more. 

"  When  death  vanquifhed  that  illuftrioup 
American,    whofe   name   recalls   to   our 

memory 
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taemory  all  that  the  moft  tranfcendent  ge- 
nius, the  moft  a&ive  fpirit  of  liberty,  the 
moft  auguft  virtue  hath  to  boaft  of,  the 
French  orator,   from  the  tribune  of  the 
National  Aflembly,  called  on  France  and 
the  whole  world  to  mourn  publicly  for 
the  lofs.     You  have  juft  rendered  to  that 
orator  the  fame  homage  of  efteem  and 
forrow ;  but,  gentlemen,  by  that  homage 
you    have   not  wholly  performed    your 
part, 

"  Amidft  the  juft  iffli&ion  occafioned 
by  a  death,  which,  at  this  moment,  may  be 
confidered  as  a  public  calamity,  the  fole 
mean  of  diverting  our  thoughts  from  lb 
mournful  a  recollection,  is  to  feek,  in 
the  misfortune  itfelf,  a  noble  leffon  for 
pofterity. 

"  The  tears  which  are  fhed  for   the  / 
lofs  of  a  great  man,  ought  not  to  be  bar- 
ren   % 
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rcn  tears.     Several  nations  of  antiquity 
deposited  in  grand  monuments,  the  afhes 
of  their  priefts  and  their  heroes.     The    x 
fort  of  worfhip  which  they  rendered  to 
piety  and  to  courage  let  us  now  render 
to  the  love  of  htim^n  happinefs  and  li- 
berty.    Let  the  temple  of  religion  become 
the  temple  of  patriotifin  *.    Let  the  tomb  ^ 
of  a  great  man  become  the  altar  of  free-  ^ 
dom. 

"  It  is  wall  known,  that  a  neighbour- 
ing nation  religioufly  repofits,  in  one  of 
her  venerable  temples,  the  remains  of 
thofe  citizens,  whofe  memory  public  gra- 
titude hath  confecrated.  And  why  fhould 
not  France  adopt  this  fublime  example  ? 
Why  fhould  not  the  obfequies  of  her 
patriots,    become   an   article  of  national 


expence  ? 


Le  temple  de  la  patrie. 

«  But, 
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Ci  But,  with  refped  to  fuch  a  wifh,  all 
that  we  can  do,  is  to  exprefs  it ;  it  be- 
longs to  our  reprefentatives,  to  thofe 
whom  we  have  fo  juftly  entrufted,  with 
the  care  of  our  laws  and  of  our  prospe- 
rity, to  beftow  oil  it  an  auguft  character* 
Let  us  haften,  then,  to  make  it  known 
to  them,  and  let  a  folemn  decree  inform 
the  univerfe,  that  France  at  length  is  de- 
dicating to  the  defenders  of  the  people 
the  monuments  which,  heretofore,  were 
ere&ed  to  the  chance  of  birth  and  of 
battles.'* 

The  procurator -general-fyndic  being 
heard,  the  dire&ory  refolves*  that  a  de- 
putation fhall  be  fent  to  the  National  Af- 
femhly,  to  requeft : 

1.  That  it  may  be  decreed,  that  the 
new  church  of  Saint  Genevieve  be  de- 
fined 
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ftined  to  receive  the  afhes  of  great  men,' 
from  the  date  of  the  sera  of  our  liberty. 

2.  That  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  Na-T 
tional  Aflembly  alone,  to  determine  to 
what  perfons  that  honour  fhafl  be  de^ 
creed. 

3.  'that  Honore  Rfquetti  de  Mirabeau 
be  deemed  worthy  of  that  honour. 

4.  That  with  regard  to  exceptions  in 
favotir  of  ceftairf  great  men,  wtofe  deaths 
were  prior  to  thfe  revolution,  fuch  as 
Defcartes,  Voltairt,  arid  Jean  Jacques 
Roufleau,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly  alorii  to  make  therii. 

.  $.  That  die  directory  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Paris,  be  ordered  to  put,  forth- 
with, the  new  church  of  Samt  Genevieve, 
in  a  condition  fit  to  anfwer  the  end  of 
its  new  deftination,  and  that  the  dire&ors1 
be  Hkewife  ordered,  to  infcribe  upon  the 

front : 
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front :  Dedicated  to  great  men,  by  tbegra* 
iitude  of  their  country  *• 

This  addrefs  was  eagerly  applauded, 
and  the  anfwer  given  by  the  prefident,  ad- 
ded  to  the  impreffion  which  it  had  made* 

4<  When  the  National  Affembly,  feid 
he,  heard  the  eloquent  voice  of  Mirabeau* 
recommend  that  public  honours  fhould  be 
paid  to  the  memory  of  Franklin,  it 
little  expe&ed  that  our  grief,  and  that 
of  the  whole  kingdom,  would  £0  foon 
afk  for  the  like  .homage  at  the  tQmb  of 
Our  late  colleague.  He  was  alfo  yours^ 
gentlemen,  and  the  National  Affembly* 
receives  with  fenfibility,  the  wifh  where* 
by  you  exprefs  the  fenfation  of  that  gra-> 
titude,  offered  up  to  ong  of  the  firft  and 
gmteft  champions  of  our  liberty*  You 
have,  gentlemen,  at  the  fame  time,  ge* 

#  Aux  graadt  hommes  la  patrie  rcconnoiflante* 
Yol.  11/  E e  neralize4 
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neralized  your  ideas ;  and*  in  the  plan 
which  you  prefenj:  to  us,  we  perceive 
with  a  lively  pleafure,  that  the  talents 
and  the  chara&eriftics  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  are  accompanied  with  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  efteem  and  amity,  which  united 
you  to  our  common  colleague. 

"  Although  the  panegyric  of  that  ce- 
lebrated man,  may  be  found  complete  in 
his  produftions,  it  cannot  be  a  matter 
of  indifference,  to  know  the  opinion 
which  his  colleagues  had  entertained  of 
him." 

M.FcrmoTit.  ul  have  remarked  two  dif* 
tindk  obje&s  in  the  refoiutions  of  the  de- 
partment ;  the  one,  to  decree  honours  to 
great  men,  after  their  death  ;  the  other 
to  beftow  fuch  honours  upon  one  of  our 
'colleagues.  The  firft  idea  which  offers 
itfdf  to  the  mind,  is,  >to  know  whether 

the 
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the  great  man  whom  we  have  loft,  is  to 
undergo  the  examination  required  by  the 
department.  In  calculating  the  effects  of 
human  paffions,  perhaps  k  will  be  thought, 
that  this  fame  examination  ought  not  to 
be  made  by  the  legilktive  body :  I  there- 
fore move,  that  the  refohitions  of  the 
department  he  referred,  to  the  committee 
of  conftitution." 

The  previous  queftion  was  called  for 
upon  the  motion  juft  mentioned. 

M.  Robtrfpicrre.  "  A6  to  die  obje& 
refpe&ing  M.  Mirabeau,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  no  perfon  can  maintain  that  is  not 
juft.  It  is  not  at  the  moment,  when  we 
hear  echoed  from  every  fide,  the  lamenta- 
tions excited  by  the  lofs  of  that  illuftrious 
man,  who,  atjundhires  the  moft  critical, 
difplayed  fo  high  courage  againft  defpot- 
ifm,  it  is  not  at  fuch  a  time,  that  oppo- 
*  ;  E  e  2  fition 
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fition  fhould  be  made  to  motions  for  de- 
creeing him  certain  marks  of  honour.  I . 
fecond  with  all  my  might,  or  rather 
with  all  my  Jfenlibility,  the  propofal  of 
the  department  As  to  the  other  objed 
of  the  petition,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
connected  with  the  caufe  of  liberty  and 
of  our  country,  and  I  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  df  coflftitution." 

Mi  Barnave.  tt  The  different  objeds 
which  are  before  us,  are  removing  from 
our  view,?  the  true  point  of  deliberation 
laid  dowji  by  M.  Roberfpierre.  We  can- 
not, at  prefent,  pay  attention  to  ths  mode 
which  fhall  be  adopted,  for  confecrajting 
the  nation's  gratitude  towards  thofe  who 
hav£  well  feryed  her.  The  details  which 
fucha  difcuflion  would  render  it  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  enter  upon,  would  difturb 
and  degrade  the  deep  fentiment  with  which 
3  W* 
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w  are  penetrated.  This  fentiment  pafles 
judgment  upon  Mirabeau,  fince  it  is  the 
remembrance  of  all  the  fervices,  which 
Mirabeau  hath  rendered  to  the  liberty  of 
this  country.  To  pronounce  this  judg- 
ment, is  the  queftion  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment. I  move  that  a  decree  be  drawn 
up  in  the  following  terms:    4  The  Na- 

*  tional  Affembly  declares,  that   Honor£ 

*  Riquetti   Mirabeau    hath    merited    the 

*  honours,  which  the  nation  fhall  decree 

*  to  the  great  men  who  have  well  ferved 
f  her.' — Refer  the  furplus  of  the  petition 
to  the  committee  of  conftitution,  with  an 
injun&ion  tQ  make  their  report  without 
delay." 

In  this  manner  were  both  the  objedh 
(Jrfpofed  of. 

E  e  3  Aprii, 
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April  4,  1791. 

Decree  relative  to  the  Honours  to  be  paid 
to  the  Memory  of  great  Meny  and  par- 
ticularly to  that  of  Mirabeau. 

The  intentions  of  the  alTembly  were 
fully  anfwered,  by .  the  difpatch  with 
which  the  petition  of  the  department  of 
Paris,  had  been  debated  in  the  committee* 
M,  Chapelier  reported,  that  the  committee 
of  conftitution  had  been  the  more  expe- 
ditious in  that  affair,  as  it  was  evident? 
that  the  defign  was,  ftill  more  to  honour 
the  memory  of  that  great  man,  tfyc  lofs  of 
whom  the  whole  nation  was  at  that  inftant 
deploring,  than  to  decree,  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  a  public  monument  to  the  great 
men,  who  had  deferved  the  gratitude  of 
their  country.    There  remains,  he  further 

obferved, 
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obferved,  but  one  difficulty.  M.  Mira- 
beau hath  defired  in  his  will,  to  be  interred 
at  his  country-feat  at  Argenteuii ;  but  he 
did  not,  at  that  time,  forefee  the  honours 
which  his  country  was  to  decree  him. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that 
the  remains  of  that  great  man  are  the 
property  of  his  country,  as  he  himfelf 
was  its  property,  while  living.  The  com- 
mittee propofes  the  following  plan  of  de- 
cree : 

The  National  Aflembly,  having  heard 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conftitu- 
tion,  decrees  3S  follows : 

"  Article  I.  The  new  church  of  Saint  * 
Genevieve  fhall  be  deftined  to  receive  the 
allies  of  great  men,  from  the  date  of  the 
asra  of  French  liberty. 

"  U,  The  legiflative  body  alone  fhall 
E  e  4  determine* 
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determine,  to  what  perfons  that  honour 
{hall  be  decreed* 

"  III.  Honore  Riquetti  Mirabeau  is 
judgfed  worthy  of  that  honour. 

*  IV.  It  (hall  not  be  lawful  for  the  le- 
giflature,  when  near  the  time  of  its  ex- 
piration, to  decree  that  honour  to  any  of 
its  members :  it  fhall  belong  to  the  enfu-* 
ing  legiflature  to  beftow  itT 

u  V.  The  exceptions  in  favour  of  cer- 
tain great  men,  whofe  deaths  were  prior 
to  the  revolution,  (hall  be  madc^  by  the 
legiflative  body  only. 

"  VI.  The  directory  of  the  department 
of  Paris  fhall  be  enjoined,  to  prepare  im-? 
mediately  the  church  of  Saint  Genevieve, 
for  its  new  deftination. 

"  On  the  front  of  that  edifice  (hall  be 
pngraved  thefe  Wortf* ; 
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AUX  GRANDS  HOMMES, 
LA   PATRIE  RECONNOISSANTE. 

**  Until  the  new  church  of  Saint  Ge* 
nevieve  fhall  be  ready,  the  remains  of 
Riquetti  Mirabeau  fhali  be  repofited  near 
the  body  of  Defeases,  in  the  vault  of  the 
old  church  of  Saint  Genevieve." 

The  affembly  adopted,  with  tranfport, 
the  plan  of  decree  preferred  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

When  bufinefs  was  about  half  over, 
the  prefident  gave  notice,  that  the  funeraj 
of  M.  Mirabeau  would  be  ready  to  fet  ou* 
ajt  four  o?clock:  it  was  refolved  by  the 
j^Tembly,  to  attend  it  in  a  bpdyf 
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FUNERAL  OF  MIRABEAU. 

Extract from  the  Monitor ,  April  5,  1791. 

*  All  the  citizens  of  Paris,  all  the  fo- 
cieties  and  patriotic  clubs,  were  eager  to 
ftrew  flowers  upon  the  grave  of  Mirabeau. 
On  Sunday,  the  fociety  of  Friends  to  the 
Conftitution  refolved,  1 .  to  attend  his  ob- 
fequies  in  a  body  j  2.  to  wear  mourning 
for  a  week;  3.  to  refume  it  periodi- 
cally every  year,  on  the  id  day  of  April ; 
4.  to  caufe  a  marble  buft  of  that  cele- 
brated man  to  be  fculptured,  on  which  fhall 
be  engraved  thofe  memorable  words, 
which  he  pronounced,  the  day  the  king 
went  to  the  Aflembly :  Go  tell  thofe  who 
fent  you  j  that  we  Jit  here  by  the  will  of 
the  people ,  and  that  nothing  Jhall  expel  us 
but  the  power  of  the  bayonet  *. 

*  Sec  Vol,  I.  of  this  fekaion. 

*  The 
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The  funeral  of  Mirabeau  took  place 
en  Monday  the  4th.     Never  was  cere- 
mony more  majeftic.    At  five  o'clock  the 
proceffion  began  to  form  :  a  detachment 
of  the  national  cavalry  of  Paris  took  the 
lead ;  after  the  cavalry  came  a  body  of 
artillery-men  and  pioneers,  deputed  from 
the  60  battalions ;  on  each  fide  marched 
a  deputation  of  the  invalids,   compofed 
of  the  moft  infirm.     A  deputation  from 
the  60  battalions  of  the  national  guard 
of  Paris,  marched  fixteen  deep,  preceded 
by  the  officers  of  the  etat-rnajor,  at  the 
head  of  whom  was  M.  de  la  Fayette:  the 
hundred   Swifs  guards,    and  the  guards 
of  the  prevote  -de  l'hotel,  preceded  the 
mufic  of  the  national  guard ;  the  melan- 
choly founds  which  iifued  from  the  muf- 
fled drums,  and  the  heart-rending  note* 
of  the  funereal  inftruments,  infpired  a  fo- 

lemn 
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lemn  terror  in  the  foul:  the  fpe&ators 
obferved  an  univerfal  and  profound  fi- 
lence,  ! 

*'  The  clergy  preceded  the  body ;  the 
coffin  was  to  have  been  carried  in  a 
hearfe;  but  the  battalion  of  la  Grange-* 
JJattaliere,  of  which  Mirabeau  was  comi- 
mander,  defired  tp  be  the  bearers  of  that 
glorious  burthen:  the  body,  furrounded 
ljy  national  guards,  trailing  their  arms, 
was  born?  alternately  hy  fjxteen  foldier-r 
citizens*  The  colours  of  the  fame  bat- 
talion floated  oyer  the  coffin.  A  civic 
crowfi  occupied  |h?  pl^c?  pf  the  feudal 
enfigqs  *t  formerly  difplayed  at  the  obfe- 
quies  of  particular  individuals.  Next 
came  the  National  Affembly,  efcorted  by 
the  battalion  of  veterans,  and  by  that  of 
foldiers-children,     Thefe  were  follpwe4 

*  His  coronet  and  cfcutchcons. 

by 


by  the  electors,  the  deputies  of  the  forty- 
eight  fedioaSj  the  department,  the  mu- 
nicipality, the  judges  of  the  tribunal  of 
Paris,  the  municipal  officers  of  feveril 
neighbouring  towns,  the  fociety  of  the 
Friends  to  the  Conftitution,  the  king's  mi* 
nifters,  the  fociety  of  1789,  and  all  the 
brotherhoods  and  patriotic  clube  in  Paris. 
T'he  proceffion  was  clofed  by  a  confides 
able  detachment  of  infantry  atid  cavalry. 
This  whole  train,  which  extended  more 
than  a  league  in  length,  proceeded  in  the 
greateft  order,  between  a  double  line  of 
national  guards,  and  an  innumerable 
crowd  of  citizens,  of  both  fexes  and  of 
all  ages.  Sadnefs  was  vifible  in  every 
face ;  many  of  the  by-ftanders  wept,  and 
all  experienced  that  deep  and  heart-felt 
fotrow,  which  a  great  public  lofe  infpires* 
>4  After  moving  for  three  hours  in  aw- 
ful 
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ful  filcnce,  the  prooeffion  amved  at  Saint 
Euftache.  The  whole  church  was  hung 
with  black.  A  farcophagus  was  ere&ed 
in  the  middle  of  the  choir.  After  the 
cuftomary  fervice,  M.  Cerutti  delivered  a 
difcourfe,  ia  which  he  confidered  Mira- 
beau  as. a  politician  and  as  a  legiflator.  In 
.taking  notice  of  his  civic  virtues,  and  of 
the  fervices  which  he  had  rendered  to  his 
country,  the  orator  drew  tears  from  the 
eyes  of  all  his  auditors.  When  this  dif- 
courfe  was  finiih^d,  the  proceffion  again 
fet  forward  for  Saint  Genevieve*  The 
fame  order,  the  faitxe  filence  was  obferved. 
The  funeral  reached  the  church  at  mid- 
night, and  the,  body  of  Mirabeau  was 
depofited  befide  that  of  Defcartes*  It  is 
to  remain  there,  till  the  new  church, 
which  the  National  Aflembly  hath  ordered 
jo  be  finifhed,  be  in  a  ftate  proper  for 
7  the 
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the  reception  of  the  afhes  of  thofe,  whom 
the  nation  fliall  deem  worthy  of  that 
honour  *." 

*  We  have  now  configned  the  llluftrious  French 
orator  to  the  grave,  after  having  liftened  to  him  with 
admiration  and  aftonifliment  in  the  affembly.  I 
'{ay,  liftened  to  him  5  for  it  feemed  as  if  we  were 
prefent,  as  if  we  beheld  him,  sfc  if  his  voice  were 
vibrating  on  our  ears,  Afluredly,  except  the  Em- 
peror Peter  I.  of  Ruffia,  this  century  hath  not  feen 
a  more  extraordinary  man. 

Franklin,  Wafhington,  Mirabcau— what  a  glori- 
ous triumvirate  !  I  am  no  republican ;  I  love  our  li- 
mited monarchy  in  my  foul ;  but  I  cannot  forbear 
contributing  my  portion  bf  applaufe,  to  men  who 
have  been  the  aflertors  of  liberty. 

Tfhe  excellent  and  lamented  Mirabeau  was  fnatcb* 
ed  away  in  the  vigour  of  life,  in  the  zenith  of  hit 
fame,  in  the  grand  career  of  his  philanthropy.  He 
expired  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  Young  man, 
(for  I  will  not  addrefs  myfclf  to  the  callous  heart 
of  the  fexagenary)  young  man,  who  fliall  have  hap- 
pened to  perufc  thefe  pages,  know  that  what  is  here 

tranflated, 
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tranflated,  forms  but  an  inconfiderable  part  of  &e 
political  works  of  Mirabeau.  t  mention  this,  in! 
forder  mat  you  may  be  feafible  what  wonders  canr 
be  wrought,  by  a  mind  occupied  ahd  inflamed  with 
a  paffiou  for  true  glory* 

To  the  praife  of  the  prefent  *ra,  and  as  a  cir- 

cfemftance  of  fplendour  and  dignity  in  the  timesy 

be  it  remarked,  and  remarked  with  exultation^  thai 

the  young  have  taken  the  lead  in  ahnoft  every  great 

adventure,  which  hath  promoted  the  profperity  dt 

mankind*    Franklin,  indeed,  was  venerable.    But 

caft  your  eyes  around  you »  look  On  England,  oft 

Ireland,  oft  Poland,    oh   France,— every  thing  il- 

luftricms,  every  thing  fublimfe,  is  there  the  work- 

joanfliip  of  men  who  are  yet  in   the   fpring   of 

life.     Senates  are  convinced,   abufes  overturned^ 

conftitutions  created,  legiflation  is  dignified,    the 

-helm  of  empire  guided,  laudable  and  fttfpendous1 

revolutions  are  effe&ed,    by  fages  who  have   j€t" 

fcarce  accomplHhed-their  eighth  luftrum.  They  have 

i  laatched  the  fceptre  of  influence  from  the  jealous 

i   grafp  of  age,  and  committed  it  to  the  hand  of  vir^ 

tue ;  for  what  is  experience,  when  unaccompanied 

>   by  integrity  ?  The  Sdpios  triumph,  and  the  Falriufa 

are 
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are  their  dctradors.— -But  thefe  examples  are  only 
a  few  brilliant  gems,  which  fparkle  upon  the  dark 
foil  of  diffipation  and  infignificance. 

The  funeral  honours  of  Mirabeau,  are  an  affe&ing 
and  ufeful  paflage  in  the  hiftory  of  the  revolution. 
If  you  have  read  with  tearlefs  eye,  the  relation  .of 
his  death  and  obfequies,  I  pronounce  that  nature 
never  intended  you  for  an  orator.  Shut  up  your 
books  upon  the  art  of  fpeaking,  abandon  your  Ci- 
cero and  your  Quin&ilian ;  you  may  learn  to  be* 
come  a  tirefome  talker,  but  you  will  never  arrive  at 
fame ;  for  you  are  deftitute  of  that  fenfibility,  which 
is  the  mafter-key  to  eloquence. 

Abjure  the  frivolity  and  corruption  of  the  times, 
and  dedicate  your  heart  to  that  pure  and  fterling 
patriotifm,  which  is  the  offspring  of  wifdom  co-ope- 
rating with  probity.  Become  the  defender,  no* 
the  difturber  of  the  conftitution.  Let  public  fpirtt 
be  your  counfellor  $  but,  in  looking  around  for  mo- 
dels, beware  of  imitating  charaQers  in  the  grofs ; 
difcriminate  their  virtues  from  their  vices ;  fuffer 
not  your  underffcpding  to  be  dazzled  and  led  aftray, 
by  thofe  heterogeneous  mixture%  of  worthinefs  and 

vol.  ix,  F  f  depravity, 


434  SfbichBs  of. 

depravity,  of  ability  and  infatuation,  frhich  a*t 
decked  by  the  cunning  hand  of  fclfaaterefted  ambi- 
tion, and  exhibited  as  patterns  for  the  young  men 
of  the  age ;  nor  imagine  that  there  is  no  mean  be* 
tween  the  hypocrite  and  the  profligate.  Better 
were  it  to  admire,  and  felc£t  for  your  archetype, 
even  the  regenerated  good  man,  who  may  erft  have 
been  a  ftranger  to  the  paths  of  rt&itude,  than  one 
ef  thofe  entangled  chara&ers,  who  are,  as  they 
ever  have  been,  a  tiffue  of  (tuning  qualities  and  mi- 
ferable  defe&s,  to  unravel  and  fort  which,  the  mind 
<tf  youth  hath,  frequently,  neither  the  judgment 
nor  the  inclination;  characters,  in  fine,  which 
at  once  challenge  our  love,  and  provoke  our  aver* 
Con. 

Have  a  care  alfo  of  miftaking  a  combination  of 
individuals,  for  the  great  conftitutional  party  of  the 
date.  Mirabeau  was  of  the  only  party  which  a 
wife  man  wiflies  to  join ;  the  genuine  and  univerfal 
party  of  the  people.  Keep  your  judgment  in  your 
own  hands  :  petition  God  to  enlighten  your  under- 
ftanding.  Difdain  (I  confider  you  as  an  independent 
man)  to  wear  the  trappings  of  court-favour,  or  the 
S  livery 
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Unary  of  a  fa£tfon.  Independence,  you  will  an* 
frcf,  it  a  vague  exprefiion.  But  be  aflured,  that 
independence  is  not  to  be  meafured  by  your  eftate, 
Wt  by  your  mind.  Stand  aloof  from  that  fpirit 
of  luxury  and  irreligion,  which  all  monarchical  go- 
vernments, notwithftanding  devout  and  well-intended 
proclamations,  ever  artfully  and  fecretly  encourage. 
Kings  may  be  folicitous  for  the  purity  of  their 
fubje&s;  but  there  is,  in  monarchy,  a  ftrong 
and  never-refting  bias  towards  depraving  the  public 
heart. 

The  portion  of  republican  blood  which  flows 
through  the  veins  of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  is 
unqueftionably  fome  check  upon  this  malign  and 
deftru&ive  principle.  The  mifchief  is,  with  us, 
lefs  flagrant  and  lefs  rapid,  than  it  is  in  defpotic  go- 
vernments. But,  if  monarchy  tend  infenfibly  to 
undermine  a  nation's  worth,  the  confequences  of 
fa&ion  are  equally  detrimental.  The  narrownefs  of 
conception,  the  political  fhortfightednefs,  the  head- 
ftrong  rapacity,  the  venomous  fpirit,  the  utter  con- 
tempt and  dereli£tion  of  candour,  the  encourage* 
ment  afforded  to   every  bad   paffion,   the  horrid 

calumnies, 
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calumnies,  and  the  infernal  artifices,  which  charao 
terize  and  diflionour  both  her  maxims  and  her 
meafuits,  form  a  grand  impofition  upon  die  cre- 
dulity of  nations,  and  are  the  fcourge  and  the  curfe 
of  fociety.    W. 


XKD  or   THE   5IC0HD  TOLUJftt*. 
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